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Right Honorable and Noble Lady 
F'L © WE: 


Counteſs of Clarendon. 


Madam, WO. 

TT may ſeem an unpardonable rude- 

| nefs, thacto this. ColeAon of Hifto. 

FF »zes Iſhould prefix foVenerable aName: 

F# Buttha' I may be judgd guilty of a 

 Preſumption in this Dedication, yet the 

general Character of Your eminent 

J Virrues (which gives as great a Luſtre 

g to Your Name, as Your Honourable 

| Birth) docs ſomewhat excuſe and apo- 

logize for me,. and I queſtion not but 

# Yourtranſcendent Goodneſs and Cle- 

4 mency will prevail with You to patro- 

nize a Piece (tho unpoliſh'd before 

your Ladyſhips moſt diſcerning Judg- 

4 ment) which may prove inſ{trumencal 

towards the reftraining thoſe execrable 

\ Crimes which are ſo trequently com- 

mitred in this exorbitant Age; and 

$. likewiſe as ic publiſherh ſome other 
A Exam- 


ab 
LR — 


Fiſt Dedicate ). 


Examples which may tend to the Pro- 
pagating thoſe reſplendant Graces of | 
Friend/hip and Chaſtity, which may | 
without Hyperbole ur Fattery be ſaid 
to be moſt Eminent in Your ſelf. The - 
Author's Aﬀairs having call'd him far 
diſtant, before the Preſs had finifh'd » 
the Book, fruſtrated his intention of | 
dedicating it toYour Ladvyſhip himelt: 
And therefore, as the Preſentation of 
It was deſign'd You from us Birth, ſo | 
I am ſure 1 have infinitely oblig'd the | 
Author, by performing his deſire, and / 
Thope no ways contributed ro Your | 
Honours Diſfatisfaction. 


I am 


Your Honours moſt Obliged 
and Humble-Servant, 


Benjamin Crayle,, 


"0 my Ingenious Friend, My. 1nomas 


Wright, on his Excellent Hiſtories. 
= Frer the firſt Apoſtacy of Man, 


"EX The rich Endowments of his Mind began 
' To be deprav'd, and loſtits Excellence 
#1 By being conquer'd by the Luits of Senſe; _ 
d Since which unhappy time ( of Man's being frail ) 
Examples more than Precepts do prevall ; 
C For Extiortations we do ſeldom find 
r To leave ſuch itrong Impreſſions on the Mind. | 
Then who can ſpeak the Debt the World does owe c 
{ TJoTthy ingeniaus Pen, that does beltow 
f An Anndote to Vice from others Woe, 
, And from th'Examplesof the Chaſt and Kind, 
| Fix brighelmbelliſhments upon the Mind ? 
f \ Thy Hutories, by Chymiſtry Divine, 2 


| > 


0 | Dothedepraved Facuities refine, 
And make them in their priſtine Luſtre ſhine. 
C ' This Mirrour tothe Vitious does preſent 
{| + Their Picture ſo detorm'd, they will repent; 

| And tothe Good fuch charming Graces ſhow, 
C Astheytillthen could not ſo fully know: 
Such-..--as will make them to improve, and be 
Like: patterns of Heroick Piety. 
Thon bait diſcloſed here a Golden Mine, 
And hait with Eloquence enrich'd each Line. 
So ſweer's thy Style, ſo manly is thy Sence, 
It juitly may be call'd an Excellence. 
Thy Wit and Skill may former Arriſts blame, 
| Ang Reynilds Murthers now we mult not name. 


rn Es i 


As ſable Darkneſs, which attends the Night, 
Ttorhe Days Sun-beams ische oppoſite, 
So Vice from Virtue, 1rorg from Right'sthe ſame ; 
) Then how can{t ctivu writ? wronuzg, When WRIGHT 's 
tlly Name ? 


p London, M ty 29, 1685. * Co 
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To the I weeni ous Author, 
Mr. Thomas Wright. 


—_ the too bold aſpiring Angel fell 

k) (By his Ambition and his Pride) to Hell, 
And ſince Rebellious man loſt Paradice, 

The World is fill'd with various forts of Vice ; 
 arther & Leſt Twin-Tyrants long havereign'd, 
Anda vaſt Empire thro' the World maintain'd ; 
The Sword of Juſtice could not ſtop their rage, 
They've boldly tyranniz'd in ev'ry Age, c 
Nor could Dives their furious heat aſſwa ge 
Vet doubtleſs, Friend,thtexamples you havegiv'n, 
May give them proſpect of revenging Heav'n ; 
Your Pen with Eltoquence Divine 1nfpir'd, 

Will cool the Soul with' Eft and Murther fir'd, 
Tame all the Paſſions, regulate the Will, 


And ſtop that rage'that guiltleſs Blood wou'd ſpill. 


Thy Pen doth here ſuch Oratory give, 
As teacheth Us by others Death to live ; 
And from a Life of Chaſtity and Love, 
Agrecat advantage to our ſelves improve. 
Thy Book ſo much my Praiſes do outrun, 
Ido but light a Candle to the Sun. 


7. Whitehall. 
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THE | 


Introduction. 


LATO, a Heathen, thought Virtue ſo as 
mzable in it ſelf, that jos. it appear clad 
in Humane ſhape, the excellency of its 
features would attraft the love and admi+ 
ration of all its ſpettators : and ſhall We, who 
are Chriſtians, be leſs in love with the Beauty of 
Holineſs ? Shall We, who live under the Meridian 
Illuſtrations of Divine Wiſdom, not ſee thoſe glo- 
rious Truths which by the glimmering light of Na« 
ture He ſo much rever d ?O ſhame on that i 
an darkneſs which clouds our Reaſon ! O. ſhame on 
that Infidelity that poyſons our Souls ! He liv/d a 
Divine Heathen, 'while we Irve and die profeſſed 
Chriſtians, but in Prattice more wretched and in- 
excuſable than Pagans ; witne(s the Avarice and 
Rapine of ſome, the Malice and Ambition of 6+ 
thers; in a word, to name no more, the frequent 
Murders of the Street, aud the more cloſe Adul- 
teries of the Chamber ; the bloody Revenge of 
the enraged Bravo, and the wanton Embraces of 
the luſtful Paramour. Of theſe two laſt, viz. 
Murder and Adultery, 7 ſhall more particularh 
treat, which as they are ſins y the firſt Magni= 
tude, fo hath their puniſhment been the moſt dread= 
ful, and their Guilt always proſecuted with the 
*'3 


moſt 


woft fatal conſequence of Divine Vengrance,”as the 
Reader may plainly jee in the feveral following 
Hittories ; of which ſome are extracted out of that 
excellent Piece of Mr. Reynolds his Murrhers, 
aud others altogether New, all redac d into ſo ſmall 
'a bulk, that they may te neither cumberſom nor 
tedious to the Reader. Examples of theſe Crimes, 
as moſt hainous in their own nature, (the firſt de- 

ray ng Man, Gods Image, and the ſecond defiling 
be) 1 have the rather pitch'd upon, for that they 
are the ſpreading Cancers if the Age, which have 

Wt. only mnfetted the Southern and warmer parts 
ef the World, but ſpread their CORPaZIVN under 
the, Arctack Pole, in Climates bouxd up in ſee, 
and. L nds. covered with Snow. Murther, ts 
trge,; got the tart of Adultery, and was the firit« 
4] 4 its. wretched Parent Cain; but ſince, like 
Tixd. Compapions, they haye lovingly aſſociated to- 

K, and rarely, d» we meet Adultery im the 

an, &at we find Murther in the Reer , which 
have n1w uſurpt ſo large an Empire, that the 
Rigewrs of the Froſt do not chill their heats, nor 
flep theer growth : the cold Rulles, Finns, and 
Tartars, are as well guilty, as the hot Moors, 
Blacks, and Athiopians ; the phlegmatick Dutch- 
man, or heavy German, as the luſtful Spaniard, 
er Sodoriitical Italian. 

Murther has bee always look A upon as a moſt 
deteftable fin in the /ight of God and Man, and' 
euey! A Fl as 4d Capital Ofrence ; nur Is Adultery 
to be leſs abhorr d. The Commands of Gid, the 
Laws of the Jews, and other Nations at this 
day , inflict death on the wiſeralle Criminal ; 


hows 


however it has obtained more favor among ft the 
ebauch'd Sparks of our Age, who eſteem tt tur 
a ſlight Peccadillo, —__ of Gallantry, ant{ #6 
count it rather the Glory than the Shame If 
their outhful heat, and UICOr OUS Fxtravs 
But tet ſuch know, that God has promiſe 


by a 
ſevere threat, "| hat he will judge the Witore- 
monger and Adulterer ; nor wil/ they find the 
puniſtment ſo light as they imagine. This it wits 
that brought a Deluge upon the old World; wid 
ths it us which hath finte overturn'd Kingdones, 


and laid waſt the moſt flonriſhing States. Avid 
as there is no Place, no? hath been any Ape, 
free from notorious Fxamples of this Crime, ſo 
alſo are there no degrees of Perſons exapipted 
from the commiſſron of it : Priaces of the higheft 
Dignity being as wed guilty, as theſe of more in- 
feriour Rank and Quality: But "let ſuch know, 
that they ſhall both taſt the bitterneſs of plntſÞ- 
ment ; for God will as ſoon fling his Thunderbolt 
on the one as the other ; the Princes Purple” ſhall 

no more excuſe him, than the poor mans Rugs c 

defend him. , *y 
If our Body is the Temple of God," let tis thew 
keep it undefilet, and not make it a Santt#ar 
for Murthers and Adulteries ; for that '£ 
Spirit will not endure the impurity of our jay ur 
much leſs our polluted ations ; our hands wot 
only be free from the ſtain of Blood, \but 'oiir 
hearts from the guilt and the wery defirs of Re- 
VEeNTE. p 3 Ip 
Incontinency is one of the Devil's Light» 
Hor{ie, with which hz at firſt skirmiſhes, till he 
can 


raw draw us into thoſe Ambuſcades of more dan 
gerous Enemies he has laid to entrap us, and 
then charges us with his deſperate Train 4 
Adulteries and Murthers, and the whole body 
of ſucceeding Villainies. 7: Adultery he bazts 
his Hook with the honey, and ſiveets of the tem- 
pation, paints the' hidden Thorns , and ſticks 
them with Flowers ; guilds the Chains, and 
ſtuds them with Diamonds ; makes every curling 
Treſs (the Witchcraft of the Fair) of the moſt 
ſoft and ſhining Silk, which he ties up in Truc- 
Love-knots for garniture : but when once we 
have ſwallowed the deceitful Potion, we quickly 
boſe the reliſh 4 thoſe miſtaken ſweets, and find 
that gitterneſs and ſorrow were the chief Js» 
gredients in the. fatal Compofition, and a ſpeedy 
Repentance our beſt and only Antidote. | 
I could here .inlarge upon the various Puniſk- 
ments inflifted 'by different Nations, according, to 
the rigorous, or more . merciful inclination of their 
temper,.. on the horrid fin of Adultery ; but then 
J ſhould tranſgreſs the modeſt bounds T intended 
to this Diſcourſe. T fhail therefore leave the 
Reader 20. the following Hiſtories, in which 1 
hope he will receive both delight and ſatisfa- 
(tron 5 ayd- conclude with the Remarque of a 
witty and obſerving Traveller : *© The Italian 
* (ſays he) viors the Adulterous Wife, the 
<< Spanjard fats her, the German beats her, 
« the Frexeh-man puts her away, and the En 
* o/;ſp-tnan won't believe it. 
od > 


THE 


THE 


IG L O R Y 
Gods Revenge 


Againſt the Bloody and Execrable Sin of 


MURTHER. 


HIST:L 
Grand Pre and Mermanda. 


The proud Hautefelia hires Le Freſnayan Apathecary for 29 
Crowns to Poyſon her Siſter im Law Mermanda, then ſets 
her Husband De Mallery at variance with her Brother 

'Grand Pre, bo kills De Mallery ina Duell; She after- 

' 2vards 'gives Le Freſnay 300 Crowns more to Payſon 
Grand Pre which h> does, and being Condemned for s 
Rape Confeſſes the 1196 Murthers, and accuſes Hauteftha, 

who is apprehended, and both. ſuffer the ſeverity of the 


Law. 


AD the Precepts of God or the Laws of Man 
been able to reſtrain the Extravagance of cur 
debaucl'd Natures Within the Iirviis of our 

Duty, we ſhow'd have had not only no Occaſion, but no 

Examples of tuch wicked Wretch:-s, whoſe LLult, &Am- 
bition, or Reyengg, las made them the unha PPy ArgU- 
ments of humane Miſery, Their vicious Courtes have 
plung'd them jnto Crimes Which could nor be expiared 


here,but by the ſeyereſt puniſhments, both which cheFaick- 
Þ | 
it 


Z s Revenge againſt Murther 
ful Hiſtorian has tranſmitted to us, that by the Obliquity 
of their lives, we may be perſwaded to amend our own, 
ſince we fee that Sin always proves fatall ro the Offender, 
and an-Ignominious Death is the certain canſequence of. 
a Corrupt and Vicious Life.. If perfect Inpocence was 
the beauty of our Creation and that happy Dowry 
which God Almighty gave, when at his Command the 
Soul and Body firſt eſpouſed each other, which the more 
Wily Serpent. ſtale . fpom as; -Oh ler ug not be again 
Cheated byithe ſame Deceiver, and *&N} oyr Integrity 


for the'g Shows of” Sin and » exchange our 
Glory tor Shame, andto fatisfie one burping.Luſt, endure 
che Tor ment of Everlaſting Flames. [G2 


The following Hiſtories are all Tragicat; and the parts 
of the chifeſt Altors writ in Charatters of Blood ; which 
are not ſo much deſigned to divert the Reader with the 
Variety of ſurpriſing Circumſtances, as to-afright him by 
the ſad Examples from the Commiſſionof that horrid Sin 
of Murther, of which ſincerely to- repent, is highly 
diffi cule, but to make Satisfaftion for Impollible. When 
once the. Goldes Bowl is broke ( which the: wiſ@ man 


ſpeaks of, Eccleſiaſtes the. 12th.) by the Impious hand of | 


ſome bold Allailin, he fills fullthe'Cup of Gods Jndigna- 
rion againſt him, which will be a draught more bitcer 
than all the glozing: pleaſures Life or Fertune can 
fweeten with their greateſt advantages. Humane: Laws 
have provided Shackles and . Dungeons, Racks and Gib- 
bers, not only to puniſh, but deter fach ſanguinary 
Bravo's, who, if they chance (which dut rarely happens) 
to eſcape the lateſt hand of Juſtice, yet are they con- 
ſtantly haunted with the horror of the Crime, and an- 
redate the Torments of a future, by the preſent Hell of 
an evil Conſcience. 


ButI proceed to the Hiſtory which is thus. 
Eer Auxone, upon the Frontiers of Burgduny,dwelt an 
Antient Gentleman nobly deſcended, whoſe name 
wasMonſieur De Grandment,his yertuous Lady was Mada- 
| moyſelle 


« 
} 
| | 


ow” 


w wan} nw *  f Oo 


n= 


5 VP we 


wo  % w W100 > Ov 


m—_—  - ee": T 9 "2 


Hiſt. I. Grand Pre and Mermandla. 3} 


moyſelle De Carny, this happy pair were bleſsd fvith a 
plentiful Ottspring and a fair Eſtate tro ſupport the Honour 
and Grandeur of the Family. They had three Sons and 
ewo Daughters, of which Grand Pre (who was the firſt 
and chiefeſt Pillar of the Houſe) applyd himſelf wholly 
to Arms, -and obtain'd leave to ferve his Apprenticeſhip 
in the Wars under the Command of that Incomperable 
Captain Grave Maurice, then Earl of Nafſaw, and ſince 
Princeof Orange. ' Vileneufe ' who alrogether delighted in 
Books was ſent to Pont au Mouſſon, and Maſſeros was for 
his Beauty beg'd a Page by that great Marſhal of France 
who unfortunately loſt his Head in the Baftile of Paris. 
Hautefelia the Eldeſt of the two Daughters liv'd at home 
with her Parents, and de Creſſy the youngeſt had the 
honour to attend a great Lady of Burgundy, where ſhe 
receiv'd all the advantages of .a Noble and Vertuous 
Education. But- ſee here how ſoon the Pleaſure of 
Heaven can overthrow our moſt Eſtabliſh'd fortunes, 
and fink all our preſent Joys and Ripening hopes into the 
botom of Deſpair. Within the Compaſs of a Year 7ile- 
neufe was Drown'd as he bath'd himſelf in the River at 
Pont au Mouſſon, Meaſſeron was kilFd in a Duell at Fontain- 
bleau by Roſſat Page to the Duke of Eſpernon, and Haute- 
felia dyed at home of a Feaver. Grandmont and ds 
Carnye being thus made unfortunate by the death of 
three of their Children, refolv'd to call home the oth& 
two, Which were now the only Comforts and Props of 
their declining Age. Firſt from the Baroneſs of Lux came 
de Creſſy who Succeeded her Siſter and we ſhall now term 
by the name and title of Hawtefelia; After her very ſhort- 
ly came Grand Pre from H , Where he left many 
Honourable marks of his Courage and Bravery. Upon 
his arrival, the Flower of all the Nobility and Gentry 
came to Condole with him for the Death of his Brothers 
and Siſter, and Congratulate his happy return, whom 
they all admire as a moſt compleat Gentleman in whoſe 
mien ſhone all the Graces and Accompliſhments of a 
braye and generous Cavalier. Grandmont obſerving the 

B z Martial 
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Martial diſpoſition of his Son, and fearing leaſt the 
thirſt of honour would again Tranſport, him t> the Wars, 
and that his rowring Spirit would not long endurethe 
lazy retirement of the Country, reſolves to try if the 
ſofter Charms of Love. and Beauty could not aflail that 
Breaſt which ſeemed wholly devoted to the God of War ; 
For which. end he proffers Gravd Pre the Choice of 
ſeveral young Ladyes and Gentlewomen for his Wife, 
of the richeſt and moſt Ancient families near Awxone ; 
But Grand Pre appeared wholly averſeto all propoſals of 
thus Nature, and thought it a bigh Blemiſh and disparage- 
ment to his Valonr, to be made a ſlave and Captive to 
any Beauteous ſhe, who knew no way to. conquer but 
by ſmiles and the weak Artillery of her Eyes. Grand- 
mont perceiving this deſign would not take ettect, reſolves 
to leave the Country and reſide at D4yjcn (formerly the 
antient Seat of the Dukes of Burgundy,andnow famous for 
the Preſent Court of Parliament) where he hopeJdamonglt 
the great confluence of Ladyes and Gentlewomen, 
Grand Pre might at laſt Eſpye that Paragon of nature 
whoſe Excellencyes would ſubdue his ſtubborn heart, and 
Captivate his atteftions, which accordingly anſwered his 
Expectation. 

On a Sunday Morning in Lent, Grand Pre went to the 
Royal Chappel to hear Father Fuſtinian Preach, and over 
againſt him ſaw a moſt, delicate and beautiful young 
Lady, intinitely rich in appagel, but far more glorious in 
the perfeCtions and Excellencyes of her mind; in a word 
being not uſed to encounter with ſuch Beautyes, he was 
raviſh'd with the Sweerneſs of her Angelic form, and ſhe 
alone the Subject vf his preſent Devotion and future 
Contemplation, Nor was Grand Pre leſs obſerv*d by the 
Lady, who ſeeing” hima proper young. Gallant well ac- 
tended, would ſometimes feaſt her Eyes with a Stol'n 
glance, which preſently her modeſty anJ diſcretion Woutd 
check. her for , and paint her Cheeks with thoſe grace- 


ful bluſhes, that Grand Pre was forc'd to do homage to 
wr 
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Hiſt. I. Grand Pre and Mermanda. 5 
her Beauty and ask pardon of that God of Love againſt 
whoſe power and dignity he had ſo long offended. | 

Sermon being ended, Grand Pre took a turn or two in 
the Church,and ordered his Page to make private enquiry 
who the Lady was; he ſpeedily inform'd him that ſhe 
is Madamoyſelle Mermanda, eldeft Daughter to Monſieur 
de Creſſoruille, one of the chiefeſt Preſidents of the Court of 
Parliament. Grand Pre was extremely pleaſed in knowing 
who ſhe was,and the more,jn.that it was no diſparagement 
to his Quality or Fainily te marry with her. Wherefore, - 
bidding farewell to all the bloody conflicts of the Camp, 
he reſolves his future Engagements into amorous Encoun- 
ters, Which often prove no leſs fatal and dangerous * and 
accordingly, the next - day, with two intimate Acquain. 
tance, under pretence of other buſineſs, made a viſt to 
Monſieur de Creſſorville; who being abroad , his two 
Friends entertained the Mother, whil'ſt he made his ad- 
drefles to the young Lady, whoſe converſation was fo 
obliging and agreeable, that he now own'd no other hap- 
pineſs but what centred in the ſole enjoyment of the belo- 
ved Mermanda. Grand Pre having received ſo reſpectfal 
entertainment in his firſt viſit, reſolv'd to acquaint the old 
Preſident with his atteCtion to his Daughter, which he did, 
and having thus begun his Sute, left his Father Grandmont 
to finiſhit, whiPit ke pay'd his daily Orifons to his beautiful 
Miſtreſs. 

Monſieur de Creſſonville approv'd the Match; and know- 
ing that Grandmont had likewiſe one only Daughter, and 
himſelf one only Son, deſired it might be double, thereby 
to contract a more firm and ſtricter League berween their 
two Houſes ; which, after ſome debates and conferences, 
was reſolv'd upon. Ido here on purpoſe omit the ſeveral 
Letters of Courtſhip between Grand Pre and Mermanda, 
and from de Malleray (Creſſonville's Son) to Hautefelia, both 
becauſe they would ſwell this brief Hiſtory beyond its in- 
tended bounds, and exprefled nothing more of moment, 
than the common Raptures of endearing Lovers in their 


t.rſt Addreſſes. Theſe Marriages, to the joy of the Parents, 
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'6 God's Revenge againſt Murther. 
and the great content of their Children, were pompouſly 
ſolemnized in Dijon, and the Intereſt and Honour of both 
Families (in the eyes of all ) ftix'd on the firm foundations 
of a laſting felicity. But, oh the ſtrange and ſudden re- 
volutions of all worldly happineſs! Our beſt fortune is 
chequer'd, & our greateſt joys ſeem only given us to uſher 
in more dreadful ſorrows. Some few months had palied, 
in which the Lovers reap'd the full Harveſt of their ſhore- 
liv'd Pleaſures, when Hautefe/:a, whoſe temper wasimpe- 
Tious and revengeful, began to envy the advancement of 
her Siſter-in-law Mermanda, and contemn her own : Her 
haughty humour could by no means ſubmit to give place 
to her after marriage , who was her inferiour before. 
Mermanda, who was of a moſt gracious and mild nature, 
liv'd happy in the atiections of Grad Pre: their virtuous 
behaviour, and loving reſpects to cach other, was highly 
prais'd and applauded by all, but the ſullen and envious 
Hautifelia. Miſchief and revenge had now wholly enga- 
ged her thoughts, when the relolved to change the Scene; 
and make Mermanda as miſerable in her Husband's Jea- 
louſie, as formerly ſhe had been happy in his Love; and 
conſidering how to accompliſh her black deſigns under 
the faireſt pretences, ſhe remembred that the Baron of 
Betanford frequently viſited Grand Pre and Mermanda, up 
' on Which ſhe might with caſte argnments lay the ſureſt 
foundations of jealoufie and revenge. In purſuit hereof, 
the next day ſhe fent a private Letter to Grand Pre by her 
Page, intreating him to come immediately over to her, 
to conſult upon a point m which his Honour and future 
happineſs were equally concern'd : He accordingly came, 
and ſupper being ended, de Malleray (after ſome diſcourſe) 
complemented him to his Chamber, and took his leave ; 
when Hautefelia coming up withrtears in her eyes, acquain- 
ted him, That (to her great ſorrow) ſhe was aſſur'd that 
the Baron of Betanford, without reſpect to the ſacred rules 
of Honour, Friendſhip, and Hoſpitality, had too frequent- 
ly abugd him, in his familiarity with Adermanda. Grand 
Pre, ir'd with this diſcourſe, reſolves a revenge upon ws 
wrnout 
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without conſideting the truch of circumſtances, (fo far 
does Jealouſieinfatuare ! ) that the next day riding bome + 
in the evening, he. deſired. Mermanda to walk into the. 
Garden, where. in expreſs terms he charged her with dif- 

loyalty to him, and only with the Baron : all which 

with floods of tears ſhe utterly deny'd, and © far prevai- 

led upon him, that he declared himſelf fatisfied with thoſe 

aſſurances of her fidelity, and was perfefly reconciled- 

Mermanda fearing. that if the Baron ſhould ſtill continue 

his viſits as formerly, they might awaken the ſleeping Jea- 

louſie of her Husband, and to take off all grounds of a 

future ſuſpicion, writ this following Letter to him. 


Mermanda, to the Baron of Betanford. 
My Lord, 

FF us not with bluſhes, but tears, that I preſume to write wnto 

you ; nor can any thing more deeply affet# me, than that I 
am now forc'd to publiſh my Husband's Folly, to vindicate my 
own Innocence. I muſt confeſs hus ingratitude to you, and 
wrong to me, whil [t his jealous humour charges us with thoſe 
clandeſtine Crimes which both your Honour and my Virtue ab- 
hor to thimk of : And that we may both endeavour rather to 
quench than enflame this irregular paſſion, I beſeech you to re- 
frain our houſe, and neither to wiſit me, nor be familiar with 
him, and I hope time will conquer all thoſe evil thoughts, which 
truth and reaſon muſt always condemn. Your Virtue and 
Generofity aſſure me of this favour, which I will repay with 
thanks, and requite with prayers, that your Days may be as 
infinite as your Perfetiicns, and your Fame as glorious as your 
Merits. Mermanda. 


Upon the receipt of this Letter, the Baron was highly 
incenſed againſt Grand Pre, for entertaining ſuch unjult 
and diſhonourable thoughts of him: But to remove all 
jealouſies, he immediately left his houſe, and took Coach 
for Pars. Grand Pre underſtanding the Barons ſudden de- 
parture, grew more ſuſpicious, imagining it to be a plot 
between him and his Wife ; which ſo enraged him, _ 
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he refuſed her bed, and reſolved that a quick and ſevere 
revenge upon them both ſhould only attone for thoſe in- 
juries he had received. Accordingly the next day, under 
pretence of other buſineſs, with a Page andtwo Lacqueys, 
he went to Briecount Robert, and retiring to a private Inn, 
writ.this Challenge, which he ſent by his Page, with di- 

* Tections to deliver it ſecretly to the Baron, and bring him 
his ſpeedy Anſwer. 


Grand Pre, to the Baron, &c. 

'$+= I have diſſembled my malice, as you have done your 

friendſhip; you might have expefted my revenge had been 
as private as the injury you did me. You need mo other wit- 
meſs to inferm you of my diſhonour, than your own falſe ſelf, 
who have wronged me ; which is a Crime of ſo high a nature, 
that your blood can only expiate the offence. IT expe&t this ho- 
nottrable (atisfaftion from you on Thurlday at Carency,where 
1 will meet you at fre in the morning, with Sword or Rapier, 
on horſe-back or afoot. The bearer bereof ſhall attend to con- 
duft you to a fair Meadow, where without Seconds I expett 
you, when your life or mine ſhall end the difference. 

Grand Pre. 


—— 


pate 


—— 


oo 


The Baron having received this Letter, cauſedthe Page 
to dine with him, and after dinner ſent him away with 
this anſiver ; Te# thy Maſter, that I will not fail ts meet him 
on horſe-back, without a Second, at the hour and place appoin-.- 
ted. OnThur/day morning they met accordingly, having 
only their Surgeons with then, and after a ſharp and re: 
ſolute fight on horſe-back, and the exchange of ſeveral 
wounds, Grand Pre receiv'd a deſperatethruſt in the belly, 
upon which he t:!]trom his Horſe, and Betanford remain'd 
Victor, who like a Noble Cavalier aſſiſted him to a neigh- 
pouring Village, where his Surgeony/ took care of his 
wounds, The next morning, having ſomething recover'd 
his ſenſes, the Baron farisfied him of the odiouſneſs of the 
ſcandal raiſed againſt his own Honour, and Mermanda's 
Virtue, Theſe folemn proteſtations prevail'd upon Grand 

Pre, 
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Pre, who now repented his groundle6 Jealouſie, promisd 
to renew his love to. his Wife, and live and die his honou- 
rable Friend. Some few days after'they took leave of one. 
another, and Grand Pre returning home, related to hi 
Wife the occaſion and event of the Combat, begg'd her 
pardon for his jealous and credulous humour, and pro- 
miſed for the farure that nothing ſhould ever divide his 
heart from his virtuous and faithful Mermanda. Thus were 
all difcontents buried in Obl;vion, and their kind endear- 
ments ſealed a perfeQt reconciliation. 

But now muſt I return to Hautefelia, who ſeeing her 
wicked deſign thus diſappointed, reſolved rather to ſell 
her Soul to the Devil, than'not purchaſe her revenge on 
Mermenda; and accordingly ſtruck a bargain with 7z 
Freſnay an Apothecary, for the reward of 200-Crowns to 
poyſon her, which he promiſed, and effected in lefs rhan 
two months time. 

Hantefelia, who had been thus ſaccesful in her firſt ViE 
lainy, inſtantly begins to reem. with a ſecond ; and as ſhe 
hated Mermanda the Silter, ſo cid ſhe never love de Mal. 
/ery the Brother, though her own Husband, and therefore 
reſolves by a fafe and ſpeedy dearth to diſpatch him to 
another world. To this end the ſer de _ at vari. 
ance with Grand Pre, by telling him, that. ter Brother had 
been jealous of Mermanda, call' her the Baron of Betan- 
ford's Strumper, upon which they fought; and that ſince 
by her ſudden death it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected he had 
poylon'd her. 

De Mallery, infinitely grieved at this News, acquaints 
is Father de Creſſonville therewith, expecting that by or- 
der of Law he would queſtion hins for it ; but de Creſſon- 
wi/le thought it more prudence to forgive thoſe injuries, 
than publiſh his Daughters Infamy by an unſeaſonable 
and uncertain Vindication. But deMallery's fiery temper 
conld not admit thoſe ſober conſiderations, but haſtily 
reſolves a revenge for his Siſters death ; and underſtan- 
ding that Grand Pre was lately come to Dijon, ſent him + 
by a Confident of his own this following Challenge. 
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0 De Ma be - rand 
| [| Should think my ſel oh blocd than the Honour of my 


Family entules me to, ſhould I ſuffer thoſe wrongs and in- 
Juries you. have offered. your Wife end my Sifter to go unpuni- 


y, to.Grand Pre. 


ſhed. | I know nov whether her Innocence deſerves more pity, 


or your Tealoufie contempt and revenge : Her unſpotted Virtue, 
which you have-. ſo unwortbily queſtion'd, and ſudden death, 
you have not yet accounted for, command me to a juiter Chal- 
lenge than that. you ſent the Baron of Betanford : The equity 
of my cauſe, aud the unjuftneſs of yours, makes me confident, 
that as you loft your blood at Briecount Robert , you 
ſhall leave your be in ſight of Dijon. To morrow at frue in 
the evening, by the row of Walnut-Trees, near the foot of Ta- 
lon-Fort, I ſhall wait your coming , with ſingle Rapier, or 
Rapier and Ponyard, without Seconds. I long to try the Cou- 
rage of your Heart, and the Temper of your Sword, which can 
only ſatwfie the injur'd de Mallery. 


The next evening Grand Pre met him, and making 
choice of ſingle Rapier, they ſtript, and without further 
ceremony fell to it, commanding their Surgeons to with- 
draw into the next Field till the death of one of them pro- 
claim'd the other Vitor. After the third breathing, de 
Mallery receiv*d a mortal wound under the left Pap, upen 
Which he inſtantly dropt down dead, without ſpeaking a 
word. Grand Pre mounted his Horſe, and fled to Dole, a 
Parliament free City, where he ſtay'd till he had obtain'd 
his pardon, which at laſt he gain'd, notwithſtanding all the 
oppoſition de Creſſorville and his Friends could make to 
prevent it. 

Hautefelia hearing of her Husband's death, (which was 
welcom News to her) preſently pack'd up her Jewels 
and other Goods of value, and went home to her Father 
at Auxone,. where with an imperious hand, and more 
wicked heart, ſhe controll'd at pleaſure, till the return 
of her Brother, who in this tume had diſcover'd her malice 
to AMermands and himſelf, and that ſhe had been the only 
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cauſe of his fighting with the Baron of Betanford, and 
killing de Mallery ; all which created in him fo great a- 
verſion and hatred to her, that he either wholly declin'd 
her company, or treated her witk the moſt publick ar- 
guments of (corn and indignation. Hawtefelia was now as 
refolv'd in her revenge againſt him, as ſhe was formerly 
againſt Mermanda and de Mallery, and accordingly made 
a new contract with Je Freſnay for 300 Crowns more to 
poyſon him, which within a ſhort time after he effected. 
She now domineer'd at will, without the leaſt ſenſe of her 
Crimes, or dread of that Vengeance which ſo cloſely pur- 
ſid her. Scarce was Grand Pre laid in his Grave, and his 
Funeral folemniz'd, but le Frefnay revelling at a Tavern 
in Dijen, where every drop of Wine he drank was the 
price of innocent blood , growing now wanton in his 
Cups, commits a Rape upon Margaret Pivet, a Girl of 
twelve years old, and Daughter to the Maſter of the houſe, 
upon which he was apprehended ; but denying the fact, 
was putto the Rack, and at the ſecond torment confeſſed 
it,upon which he was condemr'd to be hang,d.TwoFryars 
who were ſent to prepare him for his death, by their pious 
exhortations ſo wrought upon his conſcience, that he con- 
feſſed to them, Thatart the inſtigation of Hautefelia be had 
poy ſon'd Mermanda and her Husband Grand Pre,and recei- 
ved goo Crowns for a Reward. Upon this Confeſſion 
his firſt Sentence was alter*d, and for theſe bloody Villai- 
nies he was condemn'd to be broken alive on the Wheel, 
and there to languiſh till he died ; which was executed 
accordingly. 

A Provoſt was immediately diſpatch'd to apprehend 
Hautefelia, who found her at her Fathers houſe, dancing 
in the Garden with ſeveral Gentlemen and Ladies, who 
{eiz'd her, and carried her before a Preſident and two 
Councellors appointed to examine her. At firſt ſhe im- 
pudently deny'd all, and faid that le Freſnay had baſely 
bely'd her Innocence ; upon which being adjudg'd to 
the Rack, at the firſt rorment ſhe ed all, where- 
upon the Criminal Judges pronounc'd ſentence upon _ 
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That ſhe ſhonſd be carried to the place of Execution, have 
her Breaſts ſear'd and torn off with red-hot Pincers, be 
afterwards hang'd, her Body burnt, and the aſhesthrown 
meo the Air, which was accordingly executed. 


Thus we ſee by the ſad example of Hautefelia, that they who 
ſow wickedneſs ſhall reap miſery, and he that ſheds bus 
' Brothers blood, ſtains his own Soul, which nothing can 
waſh away, but that Fountain of living Waters which 
cleanſeth from all anrighteouſneſs. The Judgments of 
Heaven may ſeem to follow the impenitent ſinner with 


Leaden Feet, yet they ſtrike at laft with Hands of Iron. 


ns. 
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- 7 Piſani and Chriſtineta. 


Piſani robs Gaſparino of the affetions of bs Miſtreſs Chriſti. 
neta. Gaſparino challenges him for the mjury, and kills 
bim im the field. He afterwards renews his Sute to Chri- 
ſtinera, who diſſembleng her revenge, by the aſſiſtance of 
two Brawo's, Branco and Brindoli, murder him ina Gay- 
den, and are all three taken and executed. 


N che City of Pavia in the Dukedom of Main livd 

Seignior Thoma/o Vituri, a Noble Gentleman, who had 
one only Daughter call'd Chriſtineta, a Lady no lefs emi- 
nent in afl perfettions of the Mind, than glorious inthe 
onward excellencies of an admired Beauty. Amonglt 
other Gentlemen who made their Courtſhip ro this Lady, 
Sergnior Emanuel Gaſparino of Cremona was one ; who ac- 
quainting his intimateFriend SeigniorP:/ant with his refolu- 
rions,he intreated his company toPawiaand his friendly afli- 
ftance in this great affair. Being arriv'd at Pavia, they 
were reſpectfully entertain'd by Yituri, to whom Gaſpa- 
7i1no motion'd his Sute to marry Chri#tinera, which he cour- 
r2ouſly receiv'd, and like a prudent Father deſired ſome 
rim? to adviſe upon it. During this interval Gaſparimo 


find Chrift-neta very cool in her attections towards hn, 
whiPit 
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whilſt he doted on her Beauty, and endeavour'd by att 
thoſe courcly entertainments, Which often pleaſe the fai. 
rer Sex, to gain her love : But till finding her averſ, 
and not knowing what further to ofter, he reſolves to 
make uſe of the interceſſion of his friend P;/anz to mediate 
for him, who readily accepted of it, and promis'd to 
diſcharge himſelf in this truſt with all diligence and fide. 
lity; Pon; preſently after finding an opportunity, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to Chriſtine: in behalf of kis Friend; with 
all the Charms of Wit and EJoquence that the moſt en- 
dearing Lover could expreſs bis Paſſion in. Chrifiners 
ſeem'd ſtrangely perplex'd ar his diſcourſe, which he 
careleſly obſerving, begg'd ſhe would pleaſe. to make 
him for once happy in a pleaſing anſwer to his Friend 
and her Servant Gaſparino. - Aﬀter a ſerious pauſe, and 
deep ſigh, ſhe told him ſhe muſt needs confeſs the chara- 
Cter he had given his Friend was both honourable and 
true, bur ſhe had already fix'd her affection upon another 
perſon, who at leaſt in her own eſteem was more deſer- 
ving, Piſani earneltly preſs'd her to nominate the Gen- 
tleman ſo happy in her love, which ſhe deny'd, bur pro- 
mig'd if he would meet her next day at eight in the mor- 
ning in the Nuns Garden at St. Clare, ſhe would acquaing 
him-both with his name and perſon; which he readily as 
greed to, and took his leave. When finding out his friend 
Gaſparino, he related to him the truth of the former paC. 
ſages, but conceal'd the intended meeting ; wherenpon 
Gaſparino deſpairing of ſucceſs in this amour, civilly rook 
his leave, and return'd to Cremons. 

The appointed hour being come, Ciri/?meta, with, hex 
Prayer-book in her hand, went to the Nunnery,and {© to 
the Garden, where having taken a turn, Pi/am: entred, 
and having ſaluted her withthe common Complements of 
theday, told her he was now come to wait the pertpr« 
mance of her promiſe : Sr, (tays the, with bluthes in her 
Cheeks) rhe perſon I love mucy re/emblos your (657, (pray inter 
Pret my _—E with Lonour.) ard be pluas's $9,241, it Chytitt+ 
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neta to ſolicit for her ſelf the beloved Piſani, but never bence- 
forward let Piſani mediate for the hated Gaſparino. 

Piſani ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at this anſwer, and conſide- 
ring that to reject the Ladies Love was diſcourteaus, but 
to betray his Friend baſe and diſhonourable ; after a lirtle 
ſtop thus replied, As I my/# needs own the greatneſs of my 
obligation to you, without any merit of mine ; ſo I muſt bumbly 
beg your excuſe, in that I cannot be your Servant, but I' muſt 
be a Traytor t0 Friendſhip, Fuſtice and Honowr. Upon which 
ke abruptly took his Be and the next day return'd to 
Cremona. © : | 
+ Chriftineta not able- to conquer her Paſſion, within ten 
days ſent this Letter after him. 


Chriſtineta, to Piſani. | 

f hwy it not ſtrange, that [ ſecond my laſt Speech with thus 

' my firſt Letter ; for were nat my affettions to you as ſin? 
cere as they are conflant, T ſhould never thus bave treſpaſs'4 
upon the modeſty of our Sex : But where the flames ave ſo 
ardent, and the paſſion ſo generous as mine, I bope the truth of 
my Love will attone for my confidence in the purſuit of it. 1 
muſt confeſs it « impoſſible for Chriſtineta to love any but Pi- 
fani, whom I no ſooner ſaw, but T deeply admir'd, and dearly 
affeFed. Now, ſince my Zeal to you is begun im Virtue, and 
ſhell be continued tm Honour, it makes me flatter my ſelf with 
the hopes you will not force me to deſpair. ' Thus can I fix 
bounds to my Letter, though not to my Aﬀettion. 

Chriſtineta. 


The receipt of this Letter at firſt a little ſtartl'd the no- 
ble reſolutions of Piſani; but upon ſecond thoughts, Aﬀe- 
Ction was forced to give placeto Honour, as appears by 
his Anſwer. 

P;{am, to Chriftineta. 
Can't tell whether you diſcover more Aﬀettion to me in your 
Letter, or 1 ſhould Treachery to —_— requite it. But 
I will not fear to ſay, that Pilani loves Chriſtineta becauſe ſhe 
deſerves it, did not my friendſhip ro Gaſparino ferbid « ; 


or 
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though your Beauty command; the One, yet Honeſty denie 
ne out tiyne . veconcile theſe . difficulties, Try: * 
{wift tothe Emfbraces of Chriſtinera, whoſe F/ 


affeftion 1 profe 
70 efteem next 10-1y friendſup with Gaſparino.. .. " Fifani 


Though this Letter ſeem'd to flatter, yet fear quickly 
blaſted thoſe” blooming hopes ;- Wherefore once mere ſhe 
reſolved to ler 'himi know ' the violence -of. her Paſhon, 
which ſhe did fifteen -days after. in theſe following wortls:: 


STH!'8d 4% 154711 ! 4wat0?y 1 

- * Chreftineta, #0 Piſani. +11. 
| Moy paſs the bounds of diſcreticta, but will, not excetd thoſe 
* of Honour,” though \1 have learnt this Maxim, That the 
affetionh which recewes end, had never beginning,” f 2hew 
I Ive; I muſt breathe 'the air of your Lowe, 18s well:as this of 
my Life, fence it 4s the ſole cauſe thereof. Could, you drye as 
deep mo my Heart, as 1 have ins! your Merits, if Nature 
Aves not, Pity woulll informs goa, that - you ought to prefer the 
Love of a Lady before the Reſpeth of a Gemileman, fence he may 
carry his hears from you, I defereto preſent mine to you. ' 1 
write rather with Tears than:Ink; and if you' will not lrue 

my Saint, 1 muſt die your Martyr. . Chriſtinera, 


Having receiv'4 this: Letter, he was quite -conquer'd, 
and now thought no more of Gaſþarino, ar the fidelity of 
his friendſhiprowardshim, but catt off all reſpeQs to him, 
and pay'd his ſole homage to this ſsvereign Lady of his 
atteftions, which he exprefled in this Letrer,which be pre- 
ſently diſpatch'd-away by his Page. 


Piſani, to Chriſtineta. 
"Our Virtue and Beauty might alone prevail with me, but 


; your Aﬀetion makes me abſolaely fe && my refpets fo 
Gaſparino, ro remember my love to Ghrittinera; and that 


which gives life to my reſolution is, that it's impoſſible for hins 
to hate me as much as youlove me ; and in tha boye I both re- 
Jogee and triumph, that you (hall not be my Martyr, but my 
Miſtreſs, and I will be both your Saint, and your a 

| or 
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For as.you defire to live in my Favour, ſo my greateſt ambition 
x 10 die. in your Aﬀetion. I 'will ſportly \follow and ſecond ths 
my Letter; till then you.can wever ſo mach lament my abſence 
#s Tdefire your preſence, | Piſani. 


: Sogreat art her tranſports of joy atthe receipt hereof,: 
chat my beſt expreſſions would appear but faint ſhadows 
tothoſe Jvely colours: 'In:few days :Pi/an; having now 
quite forgot his old friend Gaſparino, wing'd with deſires 

his journey tohis new Miſtreſs Chriſtixera. 

. Such" were the mutual embraces. and kind carefies of 
this welcom interview, as longing .Lovers.; would expreſs 
rheir greateſt :endearments in ;  when.P;/anz being thus aſ- 
ſured of -the-Daughrers love, honourably (yet ſecretly) 
endeavour'd to win- the Parents conſent, which he found a 
task of greater difficulty; for Fit»ri, diſpleas'd therewith, 
forbid Piſani his:houſe, and. Chriftmers his company. This 
vex'dthe Lovers to the heart, and'nipt. their. hopesin the 
bud-:- however, they continu'd. their. affections with con- 
ftancy, and:Pi/ani for the preſent . rery'd home, conſide. 
ring how-to effect his deſires; .andat-laſt cancluded, that 
if Chriſtineta could gain her Mothers good will, ſhe might 
in time: procure her Husbands approbation. To this pur- 
poſe he wroteto her, which ſhe put into execution, and 
in few days got the one, and in leſs than.a month obrain'd 
the other, who had now: fix'd the day of Marriage, and 
reviv'd the dying hopes of the deſpairing Lovers. 

Come we now to ſpeak of Gaſparme, who notwithſtan- 
ding the ſecret management of this affair, had notice of 
it; and conſidering the nature of Pi{anis treachery, was 
extremely incens'd at him, and vow'da ſudden and ſk; 
revenge. His judgment \being thus overwhelm'd with 
pailion, he thought noronly himſelf, but his whole Fant» 
ly diſhononr'd in this attront; and underſtanding Piſani 
was in Pavia, taking a; reſolute Gentleman along. with 
him, and his Lacquey, be rade over to him, and concea- 
ting himſelf in.his Inn- 64 che next morning, he ſear this 
Challenge to him by his confident Friend Sebaftiano, Wha 
deliver'dit 2ccordingly. Goſpa- 
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Hiſt. II. Piſahi a»d Chriſtinets, 17 
7 Gaſparino, to Piſani. 

OU who have made the firſt breach in cur friendſhip; 

by treacherouſly robbing me of my Miſtreſs, muſt now 
both in Honour and Fuſtice take my bfe too, or give me yours 
in requital. If you think me ſevere, you may tax your aun 
Ingratitude, but cannot condemn my reſolution. I ſhall exyeth 
you at the weſt-end of the Park by four or five after dinner ol 


; foot with Seconds : the Weapons, if you pleaſe, two ſingle Ras 


piers, of which I will give you the chaice, and be content with 
the refuſal. If your Courage anſwer your Infidelity, you will 
dare to meet Gaſparino; 


Piſani having read the Letter, return'd this anſwer ; 
Pray tell Gaſparino from me, that I will meet bim with 
Stcond at the hour and place appointed. Sebaſtiano being re» 
turn'd, Piſani found out a Gentleman of his acquaintance 
calld Sfondrato, (to whom he related the whole buſine(s) 
who readily engag'd himſelf. The hour being now come; 
(and the matter carried ſecretly, that Chriſtineta might not 
hear of it) they poſt away to the Park, where they found 
Gafparino and Sebaſtiano, when alighting from their Hor- 
ſes, they threw off their Doublets, and drew their Swords. 

No leſs doubtful than bloody was the engagement be: 
tween Gaſparmo and Piſani, when at the third encounter 
Gaſparino run Piſani through the heart, at which he fell 
ſtark dead to the ground. Sebaſtiano running to congra«+ 
tulate Gaſparino for his Victory; Sfondrato call'd to him to 
prepare himſelf, which he did; and fo with various fortnne 
they fought, till providence reſolving to make both par- 
ties equal loſers, after they had breath'd three ſeveral 
times, Sfenrdrato run his enemy Sebaſtiano through the 
ſmall of the belly, and fo nail'd him to the ground, bea- 
ring away his life on the point of his Rapier ; which done, 
their wounds were drefs'd ; Gaſparino fied to Parma, and 
Sfondrato to Florence. Chriſtineta at the News hereof was 
infinicely griev'd, tore her hair in fury, and ſwore by all 
the Powets above, the death of her beloved Pi/ani ſhould 
be teveng'd as deep as it was now lamented. 

C Somg 


13 Gods Revenge againſt Murther 

Some time after Gafparino. having obtain'd his Pardon, 
returns home, from whence he began preſently to renew 
hisloveto Chriſtineta, firſt by Letters, then by his Friends, 
and at laſt in perſon. She diſſembling her malice,thonghe 
this a fir opportunity to be reveng'd on him for the death 
of Pifani ; and finding him very earneſt in his Sute, -ap- 
pvints to meer him in the Nans Garden at fix next morning. 
No ſooner was Gaſþarino gone, but ſhe agreed with two 
Ruffians, Bianco and Brimdolz, for roo Duckats to murther 
him. 

Gaſparino and Chriſt metas are both early up, but with 
different intents, and fo are Biancoand Brinduli : They all 


meet, ſhe walks in publick, they hide themſelves in pri- : 


vate, when immediately in came Gaſparino, and approa- 


ching Chriftineta with his Hat in his hand to ſalute her, 


ſhe uinter'd theſe words, Gaſparino, this place 1 firſt had 
conference in with Piſani, and here I purpoſe ts have my la#t 
with You : At which words the Ruffians iflned our and 
killed him, but with ſome noife and refiltance. Chri/tmera 
thinking him not dead enough, runs to him, thruſts her 
Handkerchief in his mouth , and with a Stilletto ſtabs 


him many times into the body, with this bloody Speech ; * 


This I ſacrifice to the memory of my dear Love Piſani. Then 
throwing the body into the Well of the Garden, the Ruf- 
fans fled at a Poltern, and Chritineta went to the Nuns 
Church. 

The Nuns in their Ce!ls having heard the claſhing of 
Swords, acquaint the Abbeſs with it, who with other com- 
pany coming into the Garden, found the Poſtern o- 
pen, ſaw the Alleys bloody, and ſuſpected Murther ; 
whereupon ſhe order'd the Garden to be ſearch'd, bnt 
forgot the Well. The Magiſtrates being advertis'd of ir, 
cauſed enquiry to be made among al} the Chyrurgeons, 
who (having freſh- wounds) came lately to be cur'd? Rha- 
nutio, a principal Chyrurgeon, informed them of Bianco 
and Brindol;, who being both ſent for, and examin'd how 
they came by their wounds, they ſaid they had a quar- 
rc: b.tween themſelves, for Which they fought at fix in 

the 
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Hiſt. II. Piſani aud Chriſtineta. tg 


the morning in the Nuns Garden at St. Clare; Which a ! 
greeing with the relation of the Nuns, all was ended. 
But Gaſparine having been now miſling from his Lodg- 
ings two whole nights, which his Lacquey confirm'd up- 
on examination, with ſome other circumſtances of ſuſpi- _ 
Cion, the Judges order'd Bianco and Brindoli to be,im- 


; priſon'd, examin'd, and tortur'd, which they ſtourly bore, 


wichout confeſſing any thing. The Garden was again 


' ſearch'd, and the Well which was neglected before, when 


"6 


letting down their hooks, they brought up ſome pieces of 
wrought black Taffata, which Gaſparino's Lacquey did af 
firm his Maſter wore when he laſt ſaw him; and ſear- 
ching more narrowly, they brought up the dead body 
with thirteen ſeveral wounds, whereupon all concluded 
Bianzo and Brindoli guilty. A little Boy ſtanding by, 
ask'd what cloth that was in his mouth ? which being 
pull'd out, was found to bea Cambrick Handkerchief with 
Chriſtineta's Name upon it. Upon this ſhe was appre- 
hended in the midſt of her pleaſures ; but upon examina- 
tion deny'd ſhe knew any thing of his death, until ſhe was 
adjudg'd to the Rack, when ſhe confetled the fact, and 
that in revenge of Piſax/'s death ſhe had hired Bianco and 
Brindslt to murder him for 1co Crowns. 

The Ruffians were condemn'd to have their right hands 
cut off, and then to be hang*d, and their bodies thrown 
into the River Po. Chriſtmeta was firſt hang'd, and then 
burnt, and her aſhes thrown into the Air, which Executi- 
ons were perform'd, to the great fſatisfaCtion of Juſtice, 
andall the ſpectators. 


May all Chriſtians read this Hiſtory with a holy dread, and 
remember it with horror and deteſtation. If thon wilt 
ſhun the Puniſhment, be ſure to avid the Crime ; for if 
the wages of ſin is Death, ſure none but a Madman wil 
lay out his pains to be ſo rewarded. 
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HIST. IIL 
Mortaign and Joſlclina. 
Mortaign deluding Joſſelina with promiſe of marriage, gets © 
ber with child, and then cauſes his ph Le Verda re, þ 
and Le Palma ber Hoſt, to murder her and her Son. 1fa- 
bella, Le Palma's Fife, by her jealoufie of her Hushand 
diſcovers the murther, upon which they are all taken and | 
executed. 


Ne far from the City of Lyons in France, near Darenc) | 
a ſinall Countrey Village, dwelt an honeſt Farmer 
call'd Andrew Mollard, who being a Widower had one 
only Daughter named Foſſelina, whom he intended for 
his Heir, a Maid of that blooming Beauty , that ſhe 
was juſtly calPd Foſſelina the Fair. 

Within a le:gue of Mollard's houſe dwelt a rich Gen- | 
tleman who bad ſeveral Children, of which the eldeſt ' 
was Mortaign, but young in years, though of great hopes, 
and nobly educated in the Families of ſeveral Perſons of ! 
Honour. Mortaign having now liv'd ſome years in Paris, + 
was deſirous to & his Father De Coucye, Who was both a- | 
gedand ſickly, as alſo to be preſent at the Nuptaals of 
one of his Siſters, who wasto be married to a Gentleman 
cf Awvergne. 

The Wedding being over, and Mortaign weary of the | 
diverſions of the Countrey, reſolves upon his return to © 
Pars ; but the night before his departure De Cowcy fell 
dangerouſly ſick of a burning Feaver, which for the pre- 
ſent put a ſtop to his journey. During his ſtay in the 
Countrey, as he was walking one day in the Fields he 
ſprung a Pheaſant, which flying to the next Woods, he 
ſent for his Hawk ; but having rang'd far and near for ſe- 
veraſhours in queſt of his Game, which he could not re- 
cover, he grew very thirſty, and *(pying Mol/ard's houſe | 
1t & diſtance, made up to it. 
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Hiſt. III. Mortaign and Joſſclina. 21 
Mortaign ſeeing a man in the Vineyard, demanded if 
he might have any Wine there ; Mollard anſwer'd, Yes 

! and (gueſſing by his face who he was) courteouſly invited 

{ him into his houſe, where being ſet down, he ſent his 
ret; } Daughter Toſſelina for Wine, and what other homely 

re,  Dainties his houſe afforded. 

fa- Mortaign admiring to ſee ſo fair a Maid in ſo obſcurea 
md place, and curiouſly obſerving each grace and fearure, 
md | to which was added a natural modeſty, and ſimplicity of 
{ behaviour, was wholly raviſh'd in the contemplation of 
+ her Beauty, and vow'dto himſelf he would be Maſter of 
her affetions, how dear ſoever it coſt him. No ſooner had 


a Mortaign entertair'd theſe thoughts, but a lucky oppor- 
- tunity (and moſt favourable to his deſigns) offer'd it ſelf; 


"a * for Mgllard told him, thathe rented a ſmall Tenement of 
De Concy, who now ſu'd him for two Heriots, and there- 
fore intreated his good word to his Father in his behalf, 

ſt © which he promis'd, and with thanks for his kind reception, 
departed. 

5 Under pretence of diſcourſe and buſineſs with Metlard, 

., } Mortaign made frequent viſitsto Foſſelina, whoſe Chaſtity 

"7 heattempred with variety of Gifts and Preſents, which 

of | ſhe modeſtly refus'd to accept upon fo diſhonourable 

terms; and aflur'd him, that as a chaſt and virtuous Re- 

x uration was the greateſt part of her Fortune, ſo ſhe 

Fn | would never exchange it for the infamous portion of ſhame 

| and miſery. Mortaign was now out of all hopes of ſuccels; 
{ bur rather than miſs his aim, was reſolv'd to play his laſt 
| ſtake, and promiſe Marriage ; and accordingly told her, 

; that notwithſtanding the inequality of their Eirth and 

| Fortunes, he would condeſcend to marry her, provided 

| ſhe would firſt permit him to enjoy his deſire. Toſſelina 
 fartering her ſelf with the hopes of advancement, con-= 
ſented to it ; and now finding her ſelf with child, (which 
her Father likewiſe diſcover'd, to his great grief and for- 
| Tow) advertis'd Mortaign of it, who one night ſtole hex 
away from her Father's, and ſent her ten leagues oft from 

Durency, to a poor Kinſwomans houſe of his, where ſhe 
: was delrver'd of a fair luity Boy. C3 Cas 
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22 God's Revenge againſt Murther. 
- Calintha, Mortaign's Mother , who knew nothing of 
theſe paſſages, adviſed him to marry, and propoſes a 


match to Monſieur De Vaſſey, the Seneſchal of La Paliſſe, | 


between his only Daughter MadamoyſelleLs Varina, and 
her eldeſt Son Meortaign : The Parents readily concluded, 
and upon ſight the young Couple agreed, 1o that it was 


now generally reported the Marriage would be ſuddenly ' 


ſolemniz'd. This News ftartI'd Foſſelina, who conſidering 


ſhe 'muſt Iook to her If, being now diſ-inherited by her | 
Father, and having no Friend left to afliſt or adviſe her, | 
ſhe reſolves to write Mortaign a Letter, to re-mind him of . 


his promiſe, and deſire ſome relief for her ſelf and her Son. 


Joſſelina, ro Mortaign. 
Y OU prevail d upcn my Honour with the ſacred promiſe 
of making me your Wife : *tis true I credulouſly believ'd 


your Oaths, and con/ented to my ſhame, but it vas under the | 


ſclemm pretence of Marriage ; and though we wanted the Ce- 


remony, yet Heaven is wuneſs to the Contratt, which now | 


yeu re{clye to wiolate. What thongh the ſweetneſs of my Youth 
and the freſlmeſs of my Beauty have now loſt their charming 
powers over you? yet methinks the innoceyt ſmiles of that 
lively Image you have left to my care ſhould raiſe ſome pity in 
your breaſt. ----= But if yeu will not a&vance my Fortunes, yet 
make not ſhipwrack cf my Life, as you have of my Chaſtity ; 
and ſince all my ſupport muſt proceed from you, it will be higb 
ingratitude in you to deny her Maintenance, who hath given 
you a Sen, and extreme cruelty not to allow the poor Babe 
wherewith to live, who receiv'd his life and being from You. 
IT hope you will prove more natural to Him, and more 
cbaritable to Me, otherwiſe be aſſured that ſuch unkindne(s 
hl never be long unpitied of men, or unpuniſh d of God. 
Jollelina. - 


Wath this to Mertaign, ſhe ſent another of the ſame et 
tect to his Mother Calintha, which they receiv'd,” when 
he, as an unworthy Gentleman, triumphs in his ſin, and 
mocks at her poverty, and will neither relieve her o in 
| Child, 
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Hiſt. III. ; Mortaign and Joſleling. 43 V 
Child, but burns the Letter without any further concern * 
at it. Calintha's malice was fo great, that ſhe not only 
refus'd to aſſiſt them her ſelf, but commands him that he 
ſhould not ſupply them with any conveniencies, ard + 
heartily wiſhes them both in another world. At the hea- 
ring of this cruel News, Foſſe/ina fell into a ſwoon,and had 
not ſome accidental aſliſtance came in, ſhe had then en- 
ded her life and miſery together. Barbarous Calintha un- 
derſtanding in this interim poor Toſſelina's reſidence, was 
ſo deviliſhly bent againſt her, that ſhe perſuaded her 
Landlady in a dark and cold night to turn her and the 
Child out of doors, and ſuffer her to haveno other ſheltep 


but the ground for her bed, and the Heavens for hcr co- 


vering. In this diſtreſſed condition, with the unfortunate 
Babe in her arms, ſhe wander'd all night through the 
fhelds and places unknown, when by the morning light 
ſhe diſcovered a Village which ſhe knew, where ſhe 
ſold her cloaths from her back to relieve her ſelf and 
her Child. Here ſhe continued ſome time in great extrey 
mity, when at laſt, forc'd by meer want and _— 
ſhe acquainted ſome perſons with her fad and deplorable 
condition, who advis'd to ſend Mcrtaign his Son home, 
and provide for her ſelf. 

This was not fo ſecretly diſcours'd, but it came ta the 
ears of La Varina, Mertaign's Miſtreſs at La Plaiſſe, who 
preſently withdrew her ation from him, and her 
Father his reſpect ; which Mertaign perceiving,and imagi- 
ning it was upon the account of foſſelma,twore he would 
deſtroy both her and her Son, and the berter to diliemble 
his defign,- be gave orders that ſhe ſhould be todg'd in a 
better Inn, where ſhe was furniſh'd with all neceltaries ; 
and further ſent her word, that he had provided a Nurſe 
for his Son, and would ſhortly ſend his Lacquey for him, 
and take more particular care for her ſupport and 
maintenance, if ſhe would keep things private to her 
ſelf. Toſſelina was much rejoyced hereat, and within 
three days Meortaign ſent his Lacquey Le Verdure for the 
Pabe, which with many tears and kittes ſhe delivered ro 
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him. Le Verdure following his Maſters command, and 
being now four leagues from 7llepont, ſtrangles the prer- 
ty Infant whilſt it ſmil'd in his face, and wrapping it in a 
linen cloth, threwit into theRiver Ligzon. 

M:riaign being thus rid of the Son, makes a bargain 
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with LePalmsa (Foſſcling's Hoſt ) and bis Lacquey Le Verdure, | 


for 200 Franks to ſtifle the Mother in her bed, which 
they perform'd, and buried her body in the Garden. As 
ſpon as theſe Villains bad perpetrated this cruel murther, 
they went- over to Durency to give Mortaign an account, 
and receive their reward ; which having done, they con- 
tinued ſeveral days together frolicking and drinking ; 
when at laſt Le Palma went home to //illepoyt tohis Wife 
Tabella ; who being an o14 woman,and he a young man, 
ſhe was jealous of his ſtay, ſuppoſing he wentout in Com- 


pany with Je{eliza, whereupon ſhe entertain'd him with - 


this ſalutation, Le Palma (quoth the) you are very unkind 
0 ſocnn to forſake yeur Wyzre Joilelina. For which he gave 

er the lye, call'd her Whore, and expreſt himſelf highly 
Pallionate and angry. She continued her railing, and 
provok'him to that degree of impatience, that he ſtruck 
hera box onthe ear, which fell'd her dead ro the ground , 
uponthis noiſe the Neighbours came in, and ſuppoſing his 
Wife dead, apprehended LePalma, and carried him before 
the Procurer Fi/cal of La Paliſſe, who committed him to 
Priſon. Tſabells being recover d, complains to the Filcal 
of her Husbands cruelty towards her, gives a true aC- 
co1nt of the occalion of the quarrel ; adding, that if 
Jollelina 5 nor her Husbands Strumpet, ſhe believes be 1s her 
JMurtherer, of which her Maid can ſay more. Faquela the 
Maid upon examination declar'd , That her Maſter Le 
Palma and Le Verdure were together at midnight im Jolle- 
lina*s Chamber, and ſince ſhe was never heard ef. Le Palms 
being charg'd with theſe points, deny*d every ſyllable, 
that he neither was in her Chamber, nor knew what was 
become of her ; but being judg'd ro the Rack, confel- 
&d the Murther in the ſeveral particulars. 


Sc rge- 


Hit. 1V. Alſemero and Beatriee-Joanna. 25 


Sergeants were preſently ſent to Mortaign and Le Ver- 
dure ; they mer the Lacquey in the way, and ſeiz'd his 
Maſter in bed. Le Verdure upon the torment confeſſed the 
murther of Foſſelina and her Son, and Afortaign being ex- 
amin'd, with great penitence owned the guilt he was 
charg?d withal ; whereupon Le Palma was condemn'd to 
be hang'd and burnt, Le Verdure tobe broken on the Wheel, 
and his body thrown into the River Lignoy, and Mortaign 
to be broken on the Wheel, his body burnt, and kis aſhes 
ro be thrown into the Air ; which on a Markert-day was 
accordingly executed in La Paliſſe. 


Let all Maidens learn to preſerve their Cha#tity by the ex. 
ample of Joflelina,and men by Le Verdure and Le Pal- 
ma, wot to ſhed innocent blood far thelucre of money ; and 
by the lamentable end of Mortaign, tobe leſs inbumane, 
bloody and laſcivicus. 
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HIST. IV. 
Alſemero and Beatrice-Joanna. 


Peatrice-Joanna cauſeth de Flores ro murder Alonſo Pirac- 
quo, who was a Suter to her, that ſhe might marry with 
Alſemero ; who being wedded to her, and finding ber im 
Adultery with de Flores, kills them both. Alſemero af+ 
terwards treacherowſly kills Thomaſo Piracquo in 4 Duel, 
for which being bebeaded, the murtber of Alonſo x diſcove- 
red and pumſh'd. 

Or many, years ſince, at the City of Yalextia in Spain 
lived Don Pedro de Alſemero, a voung and Noble 

Cavaher, who wholly applying hiniſelf to the Wars, ad- 

ded to his own plentiful Eſtateas large a ſhare of Honour 

and Repuration. This Gentleman, whoſe temper altoge- 
ther incluv'd to Martial affairs, refolv'd to leave his own 

Countrey, (now in peace) and enter himſelf into the Soci- 

ety of the Valiant Knights of Malta, and accordingly 


went to Alicant, where he ſtay*d in expectation of a _— 
| rable 


26 God's Revenge againſt Murther. 
| Table wind. During his abode here, going one morning 
ro Church, he obſerv'd a young Lady kneeling over- 
againſt him, with whoſe Beauty he was ſo ſurpriz'd, that 
it was difficult to determine whether Love or Deyotion 
more inflam'd his heart, and inſpir'd his thoughts. Maſs 
being ended, heenquir'd of the Prieſt who this Lady was, 
her Name and Quality : The Prieſt told him, She is 
Daughter to Don Diego de Vermandero, Captain of the 
Caſtle, and her Name Donna Beatrice-Foamna. The next 
morning Alſemero roſe early,and went to the ſameChurch, 
in hopes fortune would bleſs him with a ſecond ſight 
of her whoſe charming Graces had already fo far prevail'd 
upon him : when entring the Quire, he ſaw her upon her 
knees at prayers in the ſame place. Alſemero, who thought 
himfelf extremely bleſt with fo lucky an opportuity, re- 
folved to improve it to the beſt advantage; and kneeling 
down by her, (not having the patience to wait till Maſs 
was ended ) whiſper'd his affections in her ear, interrupt- 
wg her Devotions with his amorous Complements, vow- 
ng to live and die her affectionate Servant. The Lady 
check'd his bold Addrefs with a modeſt reprehenfion,which 
(Prayers being ended) A4lſemero renew'd with all the paſ- 
ftronate expreſlions of a vigorous Lover, and after ſeveral 
refufals, at laſt prevail'd to wait upon her to the Caſtle, 
where the Captain her Father received him with all ima- 
ginable reſpect , and in return for his civilities to his 
Danghter, ſhew'd him the rarities and ſtrength of the 
Fort. Alſemers Continued his addrelies to the Lady by 
frequent viſits, which the Captain her Father ſeem'd toen- 
courage by a generous and courtly reception. In Alicant 
livd a young Gentleman of Noble Extract and plentiful 
_ Eſtate, whoſe name was Alonſo Piracquo, a compleat 

Courtier, and paſſionately in love with Beatrice- Joanna. 
Piracquo, Who had a long time conceaFd his attection, 
reſolres now to make a viſit to Vermandero, and acquaint 
him with his paſſion for his Daughter, which he accor- 
dingly did : Vermandero receiv'd him with all the demon, 
{trations of reſpat and kindneſs, thank'd him for the fa- 
your 
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vour he did him in his honourable propoſals, which he 
highly approved of, and was of nothing more ambitious, 
than an alliance with a perſon of ſo great worth and me- 
rit. Thus we ſee Alſemero rivall'd in his pretenſions to his 
Miſtreſs, by an unknown Cavalier ; but however, though 
Piracquo had gain'd the Father, AJſemero had already won 
the Daughter, who carried her ſelf with that prudence 
* and reſpect to Piracquo, that he liv'd in hopes, whilſt Af- 
| ſemero had the aſſurance of her love and affection. 
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Vermandero after ſome time underſtanding the inclina- 
tions of Beatrice-Foanma, which more reſpetted Alſeme- 
ro than Piracquo, now declared himſelf in behalf of Pirac- 
quo, and with an auſtere look commanded her to direct 
her affeCtions accordingly ; which ſhe not obſerving, he 
withdrew himſelf to his Countrey-houſe at Briamata, and 
took her privately along with him. Piracquo had here 
the opportunity of courting his Miſtreſs, which was de- 
ny'd Alſemero, who had already gain'd the Fort, which 
Piracquo in vain endeavoured to ſtorm. Piracquo made 
his conſtant viſits, whil'it 4I/emero could only ſollicite by 
Letters, which were powerful enough to preſerve the 
heart he had already obtained. Several Letters had paſ. 
ſed berween Alſemero and Beatrice-Fcauna without the 
privity of Vermandero, when the laſt rold him, That as be 
was ſole maſter of her affeftions, ſo ſhe earneſtly coveted his 
company, which ſhe deſired that evening at eleven, when ſhe 
would acquaint him with a ſceret which concern'd them both. 

Alſemero upon this advice took poſt, and arriv'd at the 
tour appointed > when going privately into Vermandero's 
houſe, he found D:aphanta her waiting Gentlewoman at- 
tending his coming, Who directed him to Beatrice-Joarne's 
Chamber. And here, with the Readers leave, I'll draw 
the Curtain before thote amorous Complements and more 
familiar Dalliances with which the Lovers entertained 
themſelves. In diſcourſe Beatrice-Foanna caſt out ſome 
doubtful expreſſions to this purpoſe, That before Piracquo 
was in another world, there was no hopes for hims to enjoy her 
for bis Wife in this. Alſemero preſently u —_——_ the 
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ſenſe of it, and offer'd to ſend him a Challenge, and fight 
him, which ſhe would by no means admit of, anddefired 
himto leave Alicant for a ſhort time, and return to Valen- 
tia, and for the reſt (fays ſhe) repoſe your ſelf upon my con- 
fancy and affeftion. The morning now growing upon 
them, Alſemero took his leave, and promiſed a full obſer- 
vance of her commands, and accordingly within four 
days left Alicant, and went back to Valentia. This mee- 
ring (though private) was not ſo cloſely carried, but. Ver- 
wandero had notice of it, whereat he was very angry, but 
however aſſured Piracquo, that in a ſhort time ſhe ſhould 
accompliſh his deſires, and that if his paternal admonitions 
could nor, his authority ſhould prevail over his Daughters 
perverſeneſs. Thus was Piracquo encouraged by Verman- 
dero, though he had private intelligence ſent himthat Bea- 
frice-Foarma was already contracted to Alſemers, and it 
would now. more nearly concern him to conſult his re- 
utation by an honourable retreat, than to advance his 
Sure With {0 much zeal and violence, which it was impoſ- 
fible he ſhould ever obtain. But Piracquo prefs'd on more 
eagerly, which gave Beatrice-Foanne great trouble and 
diſquiet. Vermandero underſtanding that Alſemerowas gone 
back to Valentia, return'd to Alicant, where Piracquo made 
his daily viſits. There was a gallant young Gentleman of 
the Caſtle whoſe name was Don Antonio de Flores, a perſon 
who dearly attectcd Beatrice-Foanna, and one whom ſhe 
thonght might be a fit inſtrument co execute her barba- 
rousand bloody deſign. She ſent for De Flores accordingly, 
(wbo was now beſotted with her Beauty) and acquainted 
him with her intentions, and by the powerful arguments 
of her more particular kindneſs and reſpett, won him to 
promiſe, that within few days he would anſwer her defires. 
De Flores infinuates himſelf into Piracquo's company, and 
waiting for an opportunity, he heard P:racquo one day 
commend the ſtrength of the Caffle, when De Flores told 
him he had not yet ſeen that which confiſted in the Caſe- 
mates, Which were ſtored with good Ordnance to ſcour 
the Ditches: Theſe Piracquo deſired to ſee, but De mo 
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told him it was now noon, and if he pleaſed he would 
meet him after dinner, and wait upon him himſelf. After 
Dinner they met accordingly , went to the Raveling, 
SConces ro Bulwarks, and from thence by a Poſtern to 
the Dicches and to the Caſemates : Three of them they had 
view'd, and coming to the laſt, De Flores laid ot his Rapier, 
telling Pirecquo that the deſcent was narrow and craggy, 
upon Which Piracquo put off his, Being entred into the 
Vault of the' Caſemate, as Piracquo was looking through a 
Port-hole De Flores (who had hid a Sword and Ponyard 
behind the door, ſtabb'd him into the back, fo ſwiftly re. 
doubling his blows, that he killed hum dead, and buried 
him under the ruines of an old wall. 

De Flores having committed this murther, acquaints 
Beatrice-Foanna with it, who was over-joy'd at it, and 
the better to blind the world cauſed it to be reported, that 
Piracquo was ſeen to go forth the Caltle-gate, and take 
boatin the City, as was ſuppoſed for a little Sea-air. Pi- 
racquo being thus miſg'd, after ſeveral days ſearch in vain, 
was ſupposd to be drown'd at Sea; and three months 
being now paſt, Al/emero was ſolemnly married to Bearrice« 
Joanna at Alicant in much ſtate and bravery. 

Alſemero had not been long married, but he grew jea. 
lous of his Wife, and fo far reltrain'd her former liberty, 
that ſhe complain'd to the Captain her Father of his diſs 
courteous uſage, upon which Alſemero provided a Coach, 
and carried.her away to Valentia. Vermanders willing 
to know how matters ſtood berween his Daughter and 
her Husband, ſent De Flores to Valentia with Letters to 
them both. Alſemero being abroad, ſhe told him of her 
Husbands unkindneſs, of which he taking the advantage, 
reviv'd his old ſute: ſhe willingly complies with his de- 
ſires, and prays him to ſee her more often. Alſemero Co- 
ming home, underſtands by his Wife that De Flores had 
been there with Letters from her Father, and by Diaphan- 
ta her Waiting-woman (who was one of his ſpies) that 
there paſſed many amorous killes berween De Flores and 
her Miſtreſs, and relates to him Whatever ike either heard 

or 
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or ſaw. Alſemero in a great fury flies to his Wife, char= 
ges her with too much familiarity with De Flores, and as 
his paſſion riſes into a greater rage, calls her Whore, 
Strumpet, &c, Upon which, to palliate her own Crimes, 
ſhe was forced to diſcover Piracquo's murther. Know 
1 fays ſhe ) Alſemero , /ince you will enforce me to ſhew. 
the true cauſe of my chaft familiarity with De Flores, 
that he it was who at my requeſt diparcl'4 Piracquo , 
without which I could never have enjoyd you for my 
Husband ; and fo told him all the circumſtances of that 
cruel Murther, and conjur'd him to conceal the fame ; 
vowing to die a thouſand deaths rather than defile his 
Bed. Alſemero wondred at this diſcourſe, and ſtrift- 
Iy charged his Wife to admit De Flores no more to 
her .company ; but ſhe continuing a correſpondence 
with him, which D:aphanta informed her Maſter of, 
he pretended one day a Journey into the Countrey ; 
but with a Caſe of Piſtols in his Pocket , and his Ra- 
pier and Ponyard privately withdrew into his Cloſer, 
which was Within his Bed-chamber. 

De Flores had preſently notice that - Alſemero, was 
gone into the Countrey , and immediately came over 
ro viſit Beatrice-foanna ; and as they were in the mid- 
dle of their pleaſures upon the Bed , Alſemero ruſhed 
in, and diſcharged his Piſtols on them, and afterwards 
{tabb'd them with his Sword and Ponyard , of which 
wounds they inſtantly died. This being done, | he 
went and acquainted the Criminal Judges with the 
death of his Wife and De Flores, whom he had killed 
in the very. act of Adultery. Diaphanta appeared a 
Witneſs for him, who declared upon Oath , That ſhe 
had ſeveral times ſeen her Miſtrets and De Flores com- 
mit Adultery , and had acquainted her Maſter witt 
it, Upon mature deliberation Alſemero was acquit- 
ted of the Fat, and the dead Bodies ordered to be 
buried. 


Bot 
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| But now ler us ſpeak of Don Thomaſo Pirdtquo, who 
had formerly adviſed his Brother Alonſo Piracquo to give 
over his ſute to Reatrice-Foamna : He hearing of all theſe 
occurrences afreſh, remembers his dead Brother, and 
confidently ſuppoſes that Alſemero and Beatrice- Foanns 
had a hand in the loſs of him ; wherefore he now reſolves 
to call Alſemero to account for him, and accordingly ſent 
him this Challenge to Allicant, where he now reſided. 


Thomaſo Piracquo, to Alſemero. 

Fear Beatrice-Joanna's wanity and jour raſlmeſs have be- 
I reaved me of a Brother I ever eſteeemed more dear than 
my life. As I am a Gentleman I think I ought to ſeek ſatis- 
fattion for bus death with the hazard of my own life : where- 
fore, as your Sword has chaſtiſed Beatrice-Joanna's error, I 
hope mine is reſer/d to correft yours. I pray meet me at the 
foot of Glilſeron-hill zo morrow at five in the morning, 
it ſhall be your choice either to uſe your Sword on horſeback, or 
your Rapier on foct. Thomaſo Piracquo. 


Alſemero accepts the Challenge, and they mer at the 
hour and place appointed ; when Alſemero throwing a- 
way his Rapier, with his Hat in his hand, told him he was 
ready to joyn with him in the revenge of his Brothers 
murther : Piracquo not ſuſpeCting any treachery, threw 
away his Sword too, and with the fame civility addreſſed 
himſelf ro Alſemero, who ſuddenly drew his Piſtols out of 
his pocket, and ſhot the one through his head, and the 
other through his breaſt, upon which Piracquo cry'd ont, 
OVillam! O Traytor ! and fell down dead. 

The News of this murther, with the treachery and 
flight of Al/emero, was preſently known, and the Crimi- 
nal Judges ordered a ſpeedy purſuit after him ; in the 
midit of his haſt his Horſe fell with him, and broke his 
fore-leg, and Alſemero's right arm; when endeavonuring 
to eſcape on foot, he was preſently overtaken, and ſtr- 
rounded by ſix horſe-men, againit whom he defended 
himſelf like a Centleman and a Sculid:cr ; when ar laſt 
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their Priſoner. - 

Thus was he brought a pitied ſpeCtacle to Alicant, 
where he was condemned to loſe his head; and being 
upon the Scaffold, and ſeeing no hopes of life, he diſco- 
vered Don Alonſo Piracquo's murther byDe Flores in all its 
circumſtances, proteſting his own innocency, only in the 
concealment of it : Of which the Judges being adviſed, 
they cauſed his head to be taken off for Thowaſo, and his 
body to be thrown into the Sea for concealing Alonſo's 
murther, and the bodies of De Flores and Beatrice-Foan- 
»s to be taken out of their Graves, and burnt at the 
common place of execution, and their aſhes thrown into 
the Air. 

Thus we fee the Fuſtice of Heaven will at laſt overtake 


the bold offender, and though be ſeems at preſent to tri- 
umph in ſin, and praiſe the ſucceſs of his iniquity, yet 
let him conſider the end of it will be bitter ; and that 
though God does forbear, yet he will net forgive, withe 
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his Rapier being broke, he was forced to yield hitnſelf | 
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HIST. V. 


Sypontus and Victorina. 


Viſtorina cauſeth Sypontus to murder her firf Hughand 
Souranza, which 1s ſtrangely diſcovered, and Sypontus 
executed. Afterwards ſhe poyſons her ſecond Husband Fa(- 
ſino, for which her Maid Felicia being condemned, and 
upon t he point of Execution, her innocency is cleared by 4 
miraculous diſcovery of the truth, and Victorina hang'd 


and burnt. 


IN the Reign of Leonardo Donato Duke of Venice, there 
lived a worthy Gentleman called Seignior facomo Be- 
raldi, who had one Daughter named Donna Vi&#orma, a 
young Gentlewoman rich, noble, and fair, and courted 
by ſeveral perſons of the firſt rank and quality in Venice. 
Among(t other ſutors, Seignior Sypontus was moſt eſtee- 
med by the Lady ; but having &.. « ſutfered great lofles 
by the Tarks, her Father recommended Seignior Souranze 
to her afteCtions, who as he was of a far greater Eſtate, 
{o was he now in his declining age, and wanted thoſe 
warmer Charms which the yourhful Sypontus was bleſt 
withal, and the ſprightly Vi&orina moſt attected. Howe- 
ver, her Parents forc'd her aifeftions to ſubmit to their 
will, and within few days ſhe was married to Sowrants ; 
but Sypontus (to uſe the Venetian phraſe )was her Enamorato 
and ſhe his Courtiz.ana. Vittorina now grew ({o notoriouſly 
vitious, that ſhe perfectly hared her Husband, and wiſh'd 
him every day in another world, which ſhe often hinted 
to Sypontus, but he ſeem'd to take no notice of it, till one 
day hearing of two great loiles which had befallen himin 
the Levant Seas, Which amounted to at leaſt 70000 Chec- 
Chines, and knowing Sowranzs to be very rich, he refolv'd 
to make himſelf maſter of his Eſtate, by mnrdering him, 
and marrying his Wife. This was concluded on, and 
tiree days after Sowranza going to his houſe of pleaſure 


near Padus, upon the bank of rhe River. Brenza, Sypontas 
D tured 
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hired two Watermen to affaſinate him,who being ſworn to *' 
ſecrecy, as Souranza return'd (after three days ſtay) in 
the cloſe of the evening, Sypontus in diſguiſe entred his þ 
Boat, and with his Ponyard ftabb'd him to the Heart, 
cur off his Noſe and Beard that he might not be known, 
and threw him into the Sea, and the Waterman after him, 7 
that he: might tell no tales ; and making haſt home, ſent 7 
dhis Letter to Vifforina. 


Sypontus, to Victorina- 
My deareſt Vi#orina. 


I Have begun and ended a buſineſs which infinitely imports 
Jour good and my content. The party hath drunk bis fill of ' 
White and Claret, and is now gone to his eternal reft. I hope 
a little time will wipe off your Tears, and confirm our Foy s. 
Fudge by this the ſincerity of my lowe, who will rather en- 
danger my life, and hazard my hopes of a future Heaven, to 
enjoy the preſent Paradice of your Company. We muſt for a 
tz2me refrain each others company , that we may the ſooner 
meet and embrace with more content, and le/s danger. 
Sy pontus. 


” Vittorina was extremely pleaſed at the News ; but the 
better to hide her malice began to complain of her Hu 
bands long ſtay, and ſent a Nephew of his own to ſee how 
he did, who brought word that he was come fromthence 
four days before ; and that after all the enquiry he had 
made, he could hear nothing of him. Vi#erins appear'd 
all in tears, and griev\d above meaſure, for fear any 
miſchance had befallen him. What ſhe did in appearance, 
his friends did in reality,when word wasbrought thata dead 
body wastaken up by ſome Fiſhermen, and landed art St. 
Mark's Stairs. Seigntor Sowranza the Nephew went pre- 
fently to the place, and obſerving the body more curiou(- 
ly, at laſteſpy*d a red ſpot in the Neck, and a Wart un- 
der the left Eye-lid, by which marks he was too m__ 
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ſured it was the body of hisUncleSeignior BaptifaSouran:s. 
The body was decently interred,and /iForina remained the 
moſt diſconſolate Widow in the World. Sowranze the Ne- 
phew, who had formerly made ſome obſervations on the 
carriage and behaviour of /i#orins, vehemently ſuſpected 
her of this Myrther ; and for the more effetual diſcovery, 
enquires of Felicia , Vittorma's waiting Gentlewoman, 
what perſons moſt frequently viſited her Lady, when 
ſhe nam'd Sypontus, that he ſent her many Letrers, and 
that there was much love and familiarity berween them, 
Souranza Cconjur'd her to intercept ſome of their Letters, 
which ſhe promiſed to do ; and in a ſhort time after, be- 
ing ſent to fetch her Lady a pair of Romiſh Gloves, ſhe 
opened an Ivory Box, where ſhe found the Letter which 
Sypontus ſent to her. Souranze having read the Letter, 
accuſed Sypontus and Vi# orina of this murther before the 
Criminal Judges. They were examined, bur deny'd the 
Fact, and diſown'd the Letter, upon which they were 
ſeparately commitred to Priſon. Sypontus ſuſpecting 
the diſcovery of this Letter was by the treachery of Vi&o- 
rina, ſent a Letter privately to her, in which he charged 
her with it ; but ſhe in her anſwer to him fo well cleared 
her Innocency to his great ſatisfaction, that he now re- 
ſolved no torments ſhould force him to accuſe her. The 
next day he was put to the Rack, where he endur'd the 
torments with admirable conſtancy ; but the next day 
the torments being redoubled upon him , he confelled 
the Letter his, and himſelf guilty of the murther, and 
totally clear'd Vi#torins. Upon this he was condemr'd cg 
loſe his head berween the two Columns at St. Mark's 
Place; and being brought upon the Scaftold, confetled 
the murther to all the ſpectators, but took it vpon his 
death that Viforina was abſolurely innocent, and no 
ways privytoit. Yifforma was afterwards ſent for irto 
Court, and threatned with the Rack ; but ſhe boldly 
denied all, and was in open Court acquitted and cff- 
charged, 
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Six months were ſcarcely paſt, fince {theſe tragical 
revolutions happened , but Vi&orma throwing oft her 
mourning ,' adorned her ſelf with her richeſt Je- 
wels, and reſolves to have a ſecond Husband ; and a- 
monegſt the crowd of Suters which her great Wealth and 
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Beauty brought her, ſhe fix'd on Seignior Ludovice Faſſi- | 


no, a handſom young Gentleman, rich and nobly born, 
but extremely vitious and debauch'd. A month was 
bardly paſt fince the Nuptials, but he left her, to follow 
his old courſe of Whoring, ſo that now ſhe is become a 


married Widow ; and underitanding that the Lady Cale- : 


nare Was theLoadſtone thar attratted him from her,ſhe firſt 
endeavoured by all the endearments of Love and Reſpect 
to recover his ſtragling heart ; but this nor afieeting him 
at all, ſhe ſtorms, and in moſt ſharp and ſevere terms 
reproaches him for his unkindne(s and diſreſpect to her, 
who muſt now be lighted for the cor pany of an impu- 
dent and common Courtizena. Seignior Faſſino took no 
heed to her words, þut purſued the fame lewd courſes, 
npon which Vi#orina vows a revenge, and that his life 
ſhall pay dearly for abuſing her, and fo concludes ſecretly 
to poyſon him, and to that purpoſe ſent for Awguſtino an 
Apothecary, to whom ſhe otier'd 300 Checchines to per- 
form it ; but he very honeſtly refuſed it, and perſuaded 
her to better thoughts ; but ſhe perſiſting in her bloody 
deſign, was refolv'd to do it her ſelf, and to that purpoſe 
procur'd Poyſon froma ſtrange Emperick, and nowonly 
waited an opportunity to adminiſter it, 

Not long after Faſſino complain'd he was very fick, 
which was occalion'd by his diſlolute lite, and deſired his 
Wife to make him ſome comfortable Broth ; which ſhe 
glad of, commands her Maid Felicia to make k, and going 
up to her Cloſer, fetch'd down the Poyton, and (having 
fent Felicia from the tire) put two parts of itinto the Broth, 
and kept the third by her. Vi#orina (who no leſs intended 
a revenge on Felicia too, for diſcovering Sypomns's Letter) 
orders her to carry the Broth up to Faſſino, which he ſupt 
oi, whi2.t ſhe went and laid the other part of the Poyſon 
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in Felicia's Trunk, and came down undiſcovered. About 
an hour after the poyſon began to operate with Faſſins, 
who call'd for his Wife, and told her that he fear'd Felic:a 
had poyſon'd him in the Broth ſhe gave him, and defir'd 
ſhe would ſend for his Friends and Relations, who found 
him ready to expire, and cry'd out withone Conſent, he 
was poyſowd. Vittorina accuſes her Maid, Felicia, which 
dying Faſfino confirms, that ſhe had that morning poy* 
fon'd him in the Broth, upon which ſhe was apprehend» 
ed, and carried before the Criminal Judges, where 
with tears and cries ſhe juſtified her innocence: But Fa/- 
ſmo being now dead, and there appearing all probabilinies 
of Felicia's guilt, ſhe was hurried away to Priſon. 

Three days after being brought upon her tryal, ſhe 
confelled ſhe gave him the Broth, but knew nothing of 
any poyſon it; when being asked if any body elſe med 
dled with the Broth, ſheanſwer'd, No, net to her knowledge, 
but ſhe was afraidit was a device of her Ladies to be reveng'd 
upon her for a former grudge. Upon this they went to Faſ- 
ins's houſe, and ſecur'd Viftorina, and ſearclyd all the 
Boxes, Trunks, and Caskets, but found nothing ; when 
going into Felicia's Chamber, they in ſearch of her Trunk 
found the remaining part of the Poyſon, upon whick ſhe 
was condemn'd to be hang'd next morning at St. Mark's 
Place, and Viftorina diſcharg'd. Being now brought ta 
the place, ſhe aſcended the Ladder, and proteſted to the 
world ſhe knew nothing of the matter, but imagind her 
Lady Vi#torina was not innocent, and ſo prepared her 
ſelf ro die; when Avguftino the Apothecary landed ar St. 
Mark's ſtairs, and ſeeinga young Gentlewoman ready 
to be executed, demanded who ſhe was, and her Crime, 
and being told the whole circumſtance, remembred that 
Viftcrina had formerly tempted him to the ſame murther, 
and did believe the Maid was innocent, and the Miltreſs 
guilty : wherefore haſting to the Officer, he requeſted 
him to ſtay Execution, for he had ſomerhing material to 
diſcover in relation to Faſſino's murther. Auguſtino then 
in diſcreet manner informs the Judges of the manner, 
D 3 | time, 
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time, and place where Vi#orine ſeduced him to poyſon 
F, 


No. 

Felicia was preſently remanded to Priſon, and Vifte- 
rins apprehended, and confronted with Auguftino, who 
now made good his former allegation. At firſt ſhe de- 
ny'd every thing ; but being adjudg'd to the Rack, ſhe 
acquitted Felicig , and acknowledged her ſelf guilty 
both of her firſt and ſecond Husbands murther. Upon 
this Confeſſion innocent Felicia was freed, and Vifforina 
condemred the next morning to be hang'd and burnt at 
St. Mark's Place, which was perform'd accordingly. 
She died very pevitent, and defired that her example 


might be a caveat to forewarn others from commiſſion of | 


the like Crimes, which would certainly bring them to the 
ſame puniſhments, 


Could the Power of ſin defend us from the Puniſhment, or 


the fading Pleaſurts of it comfort us in our Sufferings 
for ut, we had ſome encouragement to be wicked : But 
when our utmoſt Reward s to be compleatly miſerable, 
he that is guilty of it ſins againſt the light of bu own 
reaſen, and to be ſure mit to be happy, purchaſes bis own 
Damnation at the price of hrs immortal Sul. 


Let us therefore praiſe the Providence and Tuſtice of God ; 
the firft by protetting the Innocent after an extracrdmary 
manner from the brink of deſtruttion, in the example of 
Felicia : and the latter by puniſhing rhe deteſtable ſims 
of Merther and Adultery, im the 'ad exampli of \iCto. 
Tina, 


HIST, 
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HIST. VI. 


De Salez and La Hay. 


De Salez ki; Vaumartin in a Duel, murders bis own Fa- 
ther, that he may marry La Hay a Strumpet, who after- 
wards cuts his throat. She bires Michael to poyſon La 
Frange, for which Crimes La Hay hath her right hand 
cut off, and is burnt. Michael is broken on a wheel, and 
De Salez bis dead body is hang'd and burnt. 


AT Tholouſe in France livd a Counſellor whoſe name 
.C X. was Monſieur ds Argentier a Widower, who had 
one only Son called DeSalez, of two and twenty years old, 
whoſe martial temper, (which wholly inclin'd him to the 
Wars) being unpleaſing to his Fathersquiet diſpoſition, he 
endeavour'd to divert him, by offering to his chojce ſeye. 
ral Noble, Rich and Virtuous Ladies, out of whom he 
deſir'd him to chooſe a Wife, and more particularly re- 
commended to hmm La Frange, the only Daughter of Mon, 
ſieur de Clugny, very young, and of moſt compleat per. 
feftions of mind, though of a misſhapen body. The Fa- 
thers had already agreed noon the Match, and appointed 
a ſolemn meeting for their Children, which produced dif- 
ferent effetts : La Frange highly approved, and paſſio- 
nately lov'd De Salez,whil'ſt he on the contrary could en. 
tertain no thoughts but what ſhow'd his ſlight and diſe- 
ſteem of her. 

At the ſametime there was a Nobleman called the Ba- 
ron of Vaumartin, who to repair the Debaucheries of his 
youth, courted La Frange in marriage, but more out of 
reſpect to her Fortune, than afteCtion to her Perſon ; and 
being pur off with only verbal complements by De Clugny 
the Father and La Frange the Daughter, was at laſt ac. 
quainted that his ſute would be but vain and fruitleſs, for 
De Salez, was that happy perſon ſhe lov'd and admir'd. 
De Salez, was in this interim grown acquainted with _ 

| eur 
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fienr de Soulange, a Gentleman - of 'ſinall Eſtate , but 


bleſt with three Daughters fam'd for their Beauties thro? 


the whole City, of which the Phanixzwas Ls Hay, the 
- Youngeſt. _De Salez, , Who had contracted a friendſhip 

with Monſieur de Soulange, that he might bave. the better 
colour to viſit his Daughters as other young Sparks of the 
Town did, grew paſſionately in love with La Hay, who as 
ſhe was exceeding beautiful, ſo did ſhe in her mien and 
behaviour appear with all the graces of modeſty and 
goodneſs : But though in publick ſhe ſeem'd an unſpotted 
Virgin, yet was ſhe in private a profeſſed Courtezan ; 
nor was ſhe ſo ſecret in her laſcivious delights, however 
ſhe obliged her Gallants to conceal her favours, but ſhe 
was ſuſpected of diſhonelly by all chaſt and virtuous per- 
ſons. Amongſt others of her Enamorato's, De Salez, was 
one, who doting on her delicate Complexion, and coun- 
terfeir Modeſty, ſpent all his hours in viſitsto Le Hay, and 
with his beſt art and policy laid ſiege to her chaſtity : but 
ſuch was her ſubtilty, that knowing he loy'd her, and 
was the only Son of a*rich Councellor, ſhe reſolved to 
decoy him in for her Husbaiid, and would not by all his 
coſtly Treats and conſtant ſollicitations be won to his em» 
braces and conſent to his luſtful defires. 

This folly of De S2/ez,, and ſubtilty of Le Hay, was not 
manag'd with that privacy, but Argentier his Father took 
notice of it, and conſidering De Sou/ange's mean Extracti- 
on and Poverty, and bis own Nobility and Wealth, was 
high incenſed with De Salez for his courtſhip to La Hay, 
*told him ſhe was a 'Strumpet, and ſwore if he did not 
leave her, and marry Les Frange, be would diſinherit him, 
and never repute him tor bis Son. But De Salez is relo-, 


late in kis folly, and contemning his Fathers advice, pxt-; 


vately contracts himſelf toLs Hay, and promiſes as loon as; 
providence ſhall be fo kind to himto call his Father into, 
another World, he would conſummate the Eſpouſals. In 
the mean time the Baron of Vaumartin ſeeing all his ad- 
dreſſes to Lz Frenge was unſiccesful, and his Debts and 
Creditors growing clamorqus upon him, reſolyes with 
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himſelf that ſo long as De Salez lives, to whom Ls Fr 
had entirely devgted her ſelf, he mult never expect to 
be happy in her arms; and therefore, to remove this 
obſtacle, concludes to |ſend him a Challenge , ſince ie 
would appear more noble and generous to kill him in-the 
field, than privately murder him by Poyſon or Ponyard, 
The nextday by his Page he ſent him this Lerter. 


Vaumartin, 0 De Salez. 


F you ſeek the cauſe of my malice, you may find it in the 

Lady La Frange”s affeion to you, and hatred to my ſelf. 
wherefore think it not ſtrange that I command my Pen to in- 
wvite you and your Sword to meet me at frue in the morning to 
merrow, on hor{ſe-back, without Seconds, behind the Jacobins 
Garden. Could that ſweet Lady have affetted Me-mcre, or 
You leſs, we might have proved as true Friends, as new our 


Reputations coujure us tolive or dig honourable Enemnnes. 
| Vaumartin, 


De Salez having received and readthis Challenge, won- 
dred at it, conſidesing he neither regarded La Frange, nor 
valued her affection : But Teſt Vaumartin ſhould think by 
his declining the Combate, it was for want of courage to 
meet him, he called the Page, and bid him tell his Maſter 
he would nat fail to breakfaſt with hum ar the time and 
place appointed. 

The morning being come, our Champions met bravely 
mounted, with each bis Chyrurgeon at the place aſligned, 
where they no ſooner ſaw each other, but ſetting Spurs to 
their Harſes, they cloſed furiouſly, and at the third en- 
Counter De Salez, ran Vaumartin through the body, when 
dropping his Sword, his body fell from his Horſe ſtark 
dead to the ground. De Salez, galloped to the next Vil- 
lage to dreſs his wounds, and then provided for bis ſafety 
by flight, All perſons rejoyced at the good ſucceſs of 
De Salez,, whoſe Father and Friends with much difficulty 


at laſt obtain'd his Pardon. But no ſooner Was De Salez 
| return d, 
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return'd, but he renewed his viſits to La Hay, to the great 
grief of his Father, and diſfatisfaCtion of all his Relations. 


Sometime after Argentier being oblig'd upon ſome conſi- | 


derable buſineſs to go to Pars, both advis'd and charg'd 
De Salez, during his abſence to forbear his viſits to LaHay, 
and for fear he ſhould forget his commands, as he was 
on the way to Pars he writ this Letter, and ſent it to 


Argentier, to De Salez. 


7s out of a religious and fatherly tenderneſs that I now 
ſend thee theſe = for thy Youth cannot ſee what my 
Age knows, how many miſeries attend Vice, and how many 
bleſſings wait on Virtue. If La Frange be not fair, yet 'ſhe 
wor contemptible : If therefore thou wilt leave a Saint to 
marry @ Strumpet,then take La Hay, and forſake La Frange 
but if thou wilt forſake a Strumpet to marry a Saint, then 
take La Frange, and leave La Hay : In the Firſt thou ſhalt 
find content and bonour, but in the Second ſhame and repen- 
tance. This Letter ſhall be @ witneſs betwixt God, my ſelf, 
and thee, that if thou perform not my commands I will deny 
thee my Bleſſing, and deprivg thee fo my Lands. 
Argentier. 


De Salez, was infinitely troubled at this Letter, to ſee 
his Miſtreſs diſgrac'd, and himſelf oblig'd to fo difficult a 
task, that he was not able to hide his diſcontent from the 
obſervance of La Hay ; who defirous to know the reaſon 
of it, as he wasone day aſleep on the Conch, ſhe div'd into 
his pockets, where ſhe found his Fathers Letter, and ha- 
ving peruſed the contents with choler, awak'd De Salez, 
and with the Letter in her hand called Heaven and Earth 
to witneſs her Innocence, and the wrong his Father had 
done her, and that whatever he might out of malice or 
prejudice fay or think, ſhe hop'd the world entertain'd a 
more honourable opinion of her, whoſe Virtue was as 
chaſt, and Reputation as unſpotted, as the envious and 
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deſormed la Frange. De Salez, at laſt with the moſt po- 
werful expreſſions of the ſincerity of his affections to her, 
appeasd her raging paſſion, and ſolemnly ſwore that he 
would never be prevaild upon to forſake his admired Ls 
Hay for the hated La Frange. But ſhe being doubtful of 
the worſt, and fearingthat at ſome time the commands of 
theFather might take place upon the duty and obedience 
of the Son, like an impious Wretch reſolves to ſend her 
into another world, and for that purpoſe hires Bernardo 
Michael, an Tralian Emperick, for 400 Crowns to poylon 
her, which he promiſed to perform, 

Michael being now to conſider what methods he was ta 
take, concludes to inſinuate himſelf into de Clugny's aC- 
quaintance under the notionof a Chyrurgeon, who by his 
great $kill was able to|reform the crooked body of the 
young Lady his Daughter, and accordingly furniſhed 
himſelf with ſeveral plauſible reaſons to induce him to be- 
lieve it. This ſucceeded,and de Clugny having had conſulta- 
tion with divers otherPhyſiciansand Chyrurgeons,reſolves 
to employ him, and gave him 100 double Piſtols in hand 
to attempt it, with the promiſe of as much more when he 
had perform'd it. Michael being thus employ'd, betakes 
himſelf to his buſineſs, appligs Plaiſters and Searcloths out- 
wardly, and inwardly Pills and Potions, into which he in- 
fuſed the Poyſon, which he aiiuredly knew would in ten 
days ſend her intoanother world ; whereupon he ſecretly 
went to Lz Hay, and bid her provide the reſt of the mo- 
ney, Which ſhe willingly gave him, and again ſwearing 
him to ſecrecy they parted ; and juſt on the tenth day [a 
Frange (to the unſpeakable grief of her Parents) died, nor 
without ſuſpicion of Poyſon, upon which Michael was ap- 
prehended, when Le Hay (to prevent his diſcovery) pri- 
vately ſent him x00 Crowns more, and promiſed him a 


- rich Diamond Ring, which ſo wrought upon him, that 


when he was upon the Rack to extort a Confeſſion from 
him, he out-brav'd his torments, deny'd the Fact, and fo 
Wasacquitted. 


lz 
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La Frange being thus dead, De Salez, reſolves to go td 
Paris to obtain his Fathers leave to marry La Hay ; but 


the old Gentleman to prevent the fame had bought a | 
Captains Commiſſion for him, and contratted with Mon- © 
fieur de Brienſon to marry De Salez, to his Daughter ; | 


whereupon he ſent to his Son to make haſt to him- at 


aris, and npon-his arrival diſcours'd his intentions | 


to him. De Salez obſtinately refuſed both his Commiſſion 
and his new Miſtreſs, and would neither accept the one, 
nor ſee the ether ; whereat his Father in a rage ſwore he 
would diſinherit him if he would not comply with his 
eommands in three days. De Salez, mad on the other 
ſide, reſolv'd rather to diſpatch his Father, than teave I; 
Hay, when two nights after- he found an opportunity to 
rpetrate. his villainous deſign. Supper ney ended, 
is Father complain'd he was not well, and ordered his 
Clerk next morning early to carry his Water to Dr. Salop, 
an eminent Phyſician who liv'd at the other part of the 
City. No ſooner irrthe morning was the Clerk gone, but 
de Salez, ſtole privately into his Fathers Chamber, and 
finding him in a ſound ſleep, ſtifl'd him berwixt two Pil- 
lows, went out undiſcover'd, and ſpeedily haſted to St; 
Homories gate,and fo ty St. Clow. The Clerk returning from 
the Phyfician,entred his Maſters Chamber,found him dead, 
and almoſt cold in his bed ; at which ſight crying our, 
the Maſter of the houſe came up, who vow'd he ſaw no 
perſon enter his Chamber, and that his Son departed as 
foon as himſelf. The body was ſearch'd, but no wounds 
appearing, it wasconcluded he died a natural death, upon 
which the Corps was nobly interrd by De Salez with all 
the ourward expreſſions of grief and forrow. 

De Salez, having with all pomp and decency perform'd 
the Obſequies of his Father, within eight days rernrned to 
Tholouſe, where the old Gentleman was much lamented 
by all but the wicked La Hay, who rejoyc'd at it, and De 
Salez, himſelf was fo ſenſelefs and forgetful of his Fathers 
memory and his own Repuration, that in ſix weeks he 
threw aſide his Mourning, and in the moſt gaudy Apa: 

re 
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but | 71 folemnly married Ls Hay, at which the whole Ciry 
* Wwonderd. j | 
ON Three months were hardly paſt after their marriage, 
er; |. before De Salex diſcovered the laſcivious Intrigues of his 

ar | Wife, whoſe Adulteries had now made him a Knight of 
ONS | the Forked Order ; to prevent which, or at leaſt concealft, 
ON | he perſuades her to reform her life, complains to her Fa- 
ne, | ther, but neither prevaild, for ſhe was now grown fo im- 
he pudent, ſhe ſcorn'd her Husband, and plaid the Whore 
his before his face with open doors : whereupon he relolyes to 
er | divorce himſelf from her, and took advice upon it; which 
la coming to her knowledge, ſhe vow'd notto lofe her ſharg 
Of in his Eſtate, which was very great, but to prevent him, 
d, and fatisfie her own malice by a preſent and bloody re« 
's | venge. Tothis end, watching an opportunity when moſt 
P, * ofthe Servants were abroad at the Vintage, ſhe ſtole into 
©  herHusbands Chamber, and finding him ſoundly ſleeping, 
'* | fhedrewout a Razor from her ſleeve, ſtept ro him, and 
4 { Cut histhroat; when throwing the Razor and her Taf: 
{ fata-gown(which was all bloody) into the houſe of Office, 
ſhe ſecretly got out to Church. De Selez, whoſe throar 
: was not cut fo fully through, but he could cry and groar, 
, was over-heard by two of his Servants, Who haſtily co. 
} 


ming up, heard him utter thefe fearful ſpeeches ; Thar 
Strumpet my Wife hath k:ll'd me i O that ſhe-Devil my Wife 
bath marder'd me! The Servants cried outat the Window, 
and call'd in the Neighbours, who ſent for his Confeſlor, 
and the Lieutenant Criminal, to both which he faid the 
ſame words, confeſt the ſtifling of his Father, and inſtantly 
died. Search was preſently made for La Hay, who was 
found in the Dominican Frzars Church at Sermon, from 
whence the was dragg'd to Priſon, and charg'd with her 
Husbands murther, which ſhe confelied upon the Rack ; 
' upon Which ſhe was condemned to be hang'd and then 
burnt, Being remanded to Prifon, ſome Divines wha 
weref ſent to her ſo] wrought upon her conſcience, tl:2r 
ſhe Confſelied ſu;ther how ite hired AZ.chail for three 
hundred Crow:s 19 poylon /a Fronge, ot which the 
Judges 
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Judges having notice, altered her ſentence, and judg'd 
her to have her right hand cut off, and then be burne ' 
alive. De Salez, his dead body was ordet'd to be 
hang'd at the common Gallows by the heels, and then - 
burnt. 

Michael as ſoon as he heard of Lz Hay's Impriſonment, 
fled diſguiſed in a Fryars habit ; but being diſcover'd, 
was brought back to Tholouſe, where for poyſoning La 
Frange he was adjudg'd to be broken on the Wheel, and 
there to remain till he was dead, and his body to be 
thrown into the River Garrow, Which the ſame day was 
executed accordingly. As he lived an Atheiſt, fo he died 
impenitently ; ſaying only this, Becauſe the World had 
bad ſo much to ſay to Him, he wonld bave nothing to ſay 
to the World, but bad the Executioner diſpatch him 
quickly. 


Thus do we ſee the Fuſtice of Heaven puniſhing the Diſ- 
obedience of De Salez by the diſhoneſty of La Hay, 
and the murther he bad committed on his Father re- 
weng'd on him by his adulterous and bloody Wife, who 
a ber ſelf at laſt rewarded with the juftice and ſeverity 
of the Law, whilſt the wicked Emperick Michael, who 
bad lived in fin, dyd in ſhame ; he liu'd the Devils 

' Servant, and dy'd his Martyr. 
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HIST. VI 
Mertillus a»d Doranta. 


Geronto murders Floria in the feet by night. Doranta and 
her Maid Salvia poyſon'd her Husbhand Mertillus. Salvia 
afterwards ftrangles her new-born Child, for which being 
apprehended, upon the Ladder ſhe confeſſes that ber Ms- 
ſtreſs Doranta and her ſelf FT Mertillus, for which 
Doranta s taken and hang” 


N the fam'd City of Barcelona dwelt an ancient Lady 

named Donna Felicia Maracalla, who by her Jate Hu 
band had two Children, a Son called Don Fleoria, and a 
Daughter nam'd Donna Dorants : Maracalla (though nor 
rich) educated her Children very genteely, and main. 
tain'd them exceeding rich in Apparel, The Beauty and 
courteous behaviour of Doranta invited an old rich Gen- 
tleman term'd Don Franciſco Geronto to make his court- 
ſhip to her: The Mother approved of Geronto's Riches, 
but Deranta deſpis'd his Age, ( being near threeſcore and 
ten) at whoſe requeſt Don Floria ſoon prevailed with his 
Mother to change her good opinion of Gerexto, upon 
which they all three gave him the repulſe and denial ; 
but ſuch was his oditinacy, that he would receive no an- 
ſwer, though by frequent diſobligations they endeavour'd 
totire his patience, and often either refuſed his viſits, or 
left him to converſe with the bare walls. 

But Doranta was fo urgent with her Mother for a Huſ 
band, that ſhe was aſham'd of her unchaſt deſires, and to 
prevent future miſchief promis'd her at large to ger her 
one ; but ſhe impatient of delay, urges her Brother Flc- 
ria both to remind her Morher of her promiſe, and char 
he would recommend ſome Gentleman of his acquain» 
cance to her loye. 


It 
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It chanced not long after, going with her Mother to 
the BenediFine Monks Church, ſhe faw a proper young 
Gentleman not far from her, and ordering her Lacquey 
privately to enquire who the young Cavalier was, he 
brgught her word his name was Don Mertillas, Son and 
Heir of Don Richardo de Mantez : Doranta at firit fight 
was ſo enamour'd with the comlineſs of his perſon, that 
the vow'd neither her Mother or Brother ſhould have any 
truce before they had made a motion of Marriage for her 
to Don Mertillus, and fo prevail'd with her importunity, 
that ſome few days after Don Floria invited him home to 
his Lady-Mother Maracalla's houſe, where after a noble 
entertainment, Maracalla with the greateſt complements 
and commendations of him ſhe preſents her Daughters 
motion to him. He ſaw Doranta, and very reſpectfully 
told her he thought himſelf extremely happy that a Lady 
of her Perfeftions was pleas'd to havean eiteem for him, 
and that he. would adviſe with his Father, whoſe conſent 
he was oblig*d to receive, and hop'd to obtain. Mertillus 
at his return acquaints his Father with this propoſal, who 
by all means endeavours to divert him fromit, alledging 
as the moſt conſiderable argument, that the poverty of 
the Mother could never raiſe a Fortune for the Daughter 
anſwerahle to his Eſtate and Quality, and therefore char- 
ged him to think no more of it. 

Geronto, Who upon all occaſions ſtill preſt on his Sute, 
underſtanding that Mertillus had gain'd Dorants's aftecti- 
on, and (as the report went) would ſhortly marry her, 
(which he thought made him lighted) he vow'd his death; 
and hearing that the following evening Merrs//us ſupt at 
Maracalla's houſe, (whick he yer ſecretly viſited, notwith- 
{tanding his Fathers commands to the contrary) charg'd 
his Piſtol with a brace of Bullets, and waited his coming 
forth; but Don Florza accidentally coming out upon ſome 
particular buſineſs, Geronto lets fly at him, (ſuppoſing he 
had been MerriiHus) and ſhot him through the head, at 
which he tell down to the ground. 


The 
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- The report of che Piltol was heard, and Don Floris 
found reeking in his blood ; upon this noiſe in the 
ſtreet the houſe wasalarm'd, and Merrillus coming haſti- 
ly out, faw his friend Don Floria murder'd at his gate. 
Mertillus, who was diligent in the ſearch and purſuit of 
the murtherers; found Geronto limping in the ſtreet with 
his Dark-lanthornin his hand ; and laying hold of him, 
cauſed him to be committed to priſon, Next day Ma- 
racalla went to the Criminal Judges of the City, and 
accus'd Geroento of the murther of her Son, for that he 
was found near the houſe with a Piſtol in his pocket 
which had been lately diſcharged. Gercnzto boldly de. 
ny'd the Fact, and jultified his own innocency ; but be- 
ing order'd to the Rack, upon ſight thereof he confeſled 
the murther, and the reaſons which prompted him to 
It ; upon Which he was condemn'd to be hang'd, which 
the next day he ſuttered at the common place of exe- 
Cution ; where by a fooliſh Speech he endeavoured to 
excuſe himſelf, and that ic was by the darkneſs of rhe 
nght he miltook Floria for Mercillus, againſt whom only 
his Piſtol and Revenge was levelFd, whiFit Flcria ſut- 
ferd by miſtake. | 

Don Richardo knowing his Son Mertil/us yet continu'd 
his vifirs ro Doranta, as this accident publiih'd to the 
whole City, was infinitely troubP'd at it, and ro prevent 
his marriage ſznt him to Afariza, (a Mannour-houſe of 
his ſome ten leagues oft in the Countrey) with charge 
to continue there till he receiv'd his poſitive order to 
return. AMertillss was extremely tronbl'd at the rigo- 
rous commands of his Father, 'and Dcranta in appea- 
rance griev'd no leſs; but being of a wanton difpolition, 
and thinking Mertillus ſtay*d too long as ſhe conceiv'd, 
began to entertain laſcivious thoughts, atd conld ne1- 
tier live chaſt nor conſtant ; but utterly forgertul of her 
reſpectsand profeſs'd attetion to Mertiillus, received new 
impreſlions from otherGallants,whoſe courtſhip fornd: a 
welcom reception, and eaſie conquelit, ro whom D3- 
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zants prodigally diſpensd her favours, which at laſt 
grew (o publick, that her Mother both ſharply repre- 


hended her, and by ſtrit confinement endeavoured to | 


reform her looſer converſation. At this ſhe pmes, grows 
ſick, and keeps her bed, at which her Mother was very 
much troubled, and fent a mellenger to Mertillus, to 


inform him of Doranta's indiſpoſition, which he credu- | 


loufly fuppoſed was occaſion'd by his abſence, and ve- 
ty kindly ſent word he would certainly wait upon her 
the next day, which he performed accordingly ; when 
Doranta dillembling her atteCtion to him, told him, I: 
was for him alone ſhe thus languiſhed, and muſt certainly die, 
if ſhe could not be for ever ſo happy both in his company and 
aifettion. Mertilius, whoſe love was fincere as his ex- 
preſlions, with much difficulty obtain'd his Fathers con- 
ſent, and marricd in ſtate and bravery. 

Never did Husband love a Wife more dearly, who 
deſerv'd fo ill ; for three months after marriage ſhe not 
only ſlighted his converfation, but refuſed his bed, which 
unkindneſs of hers brought him into a deep Conſumpri- 
on ; whereof being ready to die, ſhe was fo far from 
ſorrowing for him, that in her heart ſhe wiſh'd him 
dead ; and for fear his skilfal Phylticians ſhould recover 
mam, refolved to poyſon him, and with her own wicked 
hands adminiſter the fatal Boll. To this end ſhe ac- 
quainted her Chamber-maid Salvia with her deſign, 
who for the reward of 5o Duckats conſented to it, and 
promiſed. her aſſiſtance. After her Miſtreſs had ſworn 
her to ſecrecy, ſhe ſent her to procure a ſtrong poyſon, 
and adviſing Mertillus to drink ſome comfortable Broth 
ſhe had madehim, infuſed the poyſon in it, of which 
before night he died, and by his Wife was privately and 
ſuddenly buried, his long ilIneſs taking olt all fufpicion 
of a violent death, 

This Tragedy being thus ated, Doranta (tho'a Wi- 
dow) was very jovial, and merry, and now breaks 
Pate, ranging beyond all bounds of Chaſtity and Ho- 

nour, 
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nour, infomuch that her Mother and all her Relations 

were aſham'd of her infamous behaviour. Two months 

were ſcarce expir'd ſince Merrillus was laid in his un- 

timely Grave, when (contrary to the minds of all her 

friends) the married with Don Renardo de Polez, one of 
her former Paramours, altogether as vitious as her ſelf, 

who though he well knew her to be diſhoneſt, yet for 

the advantage of her preſent fortune was induced to bz 

her Hasband ; bur that not anſwering his expeCctarion, 

he thought it high time to be wiſe, and ( contrary to 

Mertillus his humour ) was very ſtrict to her, and after 

a little time confin'd her Prifoner to her Chamber, where 

(like a Scholar) ſhe converſed only with her Book and 

Needle; and to make an abtolute conqueſt over her 

haughty-temper, he deſpoiled her of her beſt Apparel, 

her Rings, Chains and Jewels, allowing her little or no 

money. 

. Doranta, tho? grievouſly perplex'd at this change of 
her fortune, yet ſtill continued in her unchaſt pleaſures 

as often as opportunity gave her leave; and no ſooner 

was her Husband abroad, but ſhe had a Rufhan at 

home. And her Maid Salvia following the example of 
her Miſtreſs, with the 5o Duckatsgiwen her for the poy- 

ſoning of Mertillus bought her new Cloaths, which pro- 

cvred hera Sweet-heart named Blanco, with whom ſhe 

wantonis'd fo often, that at laſt ſhe had a grear Belly, 
which ſhe conceaPd from all pzrifons but Blanco, who 

advis'd thercof, fled into France. Salvia now confidering 
her former folly, and preſent miſery, and ſeeing her ſeif 
deterted by Blanco, and no friend ſhe could rely upon, 

11 the midit of theſe diſtretled thoughts fell into labour, 
and was dclivered of a fair Son, which ſhe itrang]'d as 
{von as born, to hide her own thame, and the ſame e- 
vening wrapt it up in a linen cloth, and with a pack- 
threed ty" a ftoneto it, and carried it to a Pond with- 
out the City, and threw it in withont being, obterv' | by 

4iiy bouy. Jhis done, ſhe did not think it proper four 
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her to go home to her Maſters houſe that night, but 
lodg'd at an Inn whoſe Sign was the St. Fohns bead, 
where (pretending lameneſs which ſhe had got by a fall) 
ſhe was kindly entertained. 

But within an hour after a Groom watering his Horſe 
there, ſo ſported and plung'd the water with his feet, 
ſtill pawing and ſnuffling and thruſting his head therein, 
that at laſt the pack-threed broke, and the linen cloth 
appear'd floating, in which was found the Infant lately 
murder'd. This brought a great concourſe of ſpeCtators, 
who all concluded it to be the Baſtard of ſome Strum- 
pet, and murder'd by her; upon which a ſearch was 
made in the adjacent parts, and Saluia apprehended by 
the Officers of Juſtice, who upon ſearch appeared tobe 
the Mother of the Infant, Upon this ſhe was impriſfon'd, 
and threatned with the Rack, and for fear of the tor- 
ments confeſſed ſhe had ſtrangl'd and thrown it into the 
Pond, for which ſhe was condemn'd to be hang'd. Being 
brought to the place of execution, and now upon the 
Ladder, ſhe confelled there was one fin which ſhe had 
not dilcover'd, or repented of; which was, that ſhe 
with her Lady Dorama had poyſon'd Mertillus ; where- 
npon Doranta was immediately apprehended, and Con. 
felling the fact which Salvia accus'd her of, was con- 
demn'd to be hang'd, which was executed accordingly ; 
and to Salvia's ſentence was added, that after ſhe was 
hang'd her body ſhould be burnt toaſhes. 


Hence may every laſcivious Dame learn the pratlice of 
Virtue and Chaſtity by the ſad examples of Doranta 
end Salvia, and take warning by Geronto net to tain 
their gray hajrs with the ſcarlet dye of Murther, which 
Will bring them with ſorrow and ſhame to the Grave. 
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HIST. VIE 
Urſina and her Sonu Bernardo. 


Bernardo poyſoneth his own Mother Urſina, and afterward: 
kills Romeo in hs Garden with @ Carbine from a win+ 
dow. For theſe two Murthers he" is beheaded, bis body 
burnt, and hs aſhes thrown imo the Rever. | 


FF: the Noble City of Orleance in France there lately 
dwelt a rich Canon of a Cathedral named Correſius 
Romeo, who had a young Gentlewoman to his Niece of 
excellent Beauty and Diſpoſition, whoſe deceaſed Mo. 
ther left her very rich : her Uncle Romeo being neareſt 
in blood, took her into his protection, giving her all 
manner of Breeding and Education requiſte for a per - 
fon of her Rank and Quality ; and the better to accom- 
pliſh her in all virtuous perfeCtions, carefully ſent her 
in his Coach to Morlieu, to the Lady Margarete Ur/ſma, 
a Widow-gentlewoman, eminent both in Virtue and P1- 
ety. Donna Caroka ( for ſo was ſhe called) with her 
waiting Maid and one Man-ſervant, arrives there, where 
ſhe is kindly receiv'd by Ur/ins, highly applauding Rc- 
meo's honourable care of his Niece, who ſhe hopes in 
few years will be a moſt compleat Gentlewoman. 

Romeo did well to place his young Niece with the La- 
dy Urfina, but ill forgot that ſhe had a young man ta 
her Son named Monſieur Bernardo, a moſt debauch'd 
perſon, andone whoſe vitions life made him the ſcorn 
and. pity of all Morlievw. This yonng Spark ſeeing fo 
ſweer a Beauty, and fo great an Heirets (as Carola was) 
fallen into his Mothers hands, fſecretlyourts ker, but 
ſhe received him with contempt and indignation, upon 
Which he grew more importunate, and ſhe no les a- 
verſe; when Bernardo hoping no fuccels from theſe vio- 
lent courſes, acquaints his Mother with his pafiion for 

E 3 Carola: 
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Carolla, who forbids him to proceed any further, unleſs 
he would ſvvear to reform himſelf, which he vow'd on 
his knees to-do, and perform'd accordingly. Romeo 
came three ſeveral times over to Morlieu to [ge his Niece, 
whom Ur/ina entertained with all imaginable reſpect, 
charging her' Son during bis ſtay not to mention one 
word to Romeo of his aftection to his Niece. But Ur/ins 
now ſecretly underitanding by Letter from Orleance, 
that the following Autumn Romeo delign'd to ſend for 
bis Niece home, thought it convenient to motion it to 
him, which ſhe did in a fair and honourable manner. 
Burt Romeo diſpleas'd with her ambition in deſiring his 
Niece for a Wife for her Son, well knowing the ſmall 

itate of the Mother, and corrupt converſation of the 
Son ; yer taking no notice thereof, he excus'd himſelf 
that he had already diipoſed his Niece, and could not 
with Honour'or Juitice recede from his promiſe. 

Three weeks after this anſwer, not thinking his Niece 
to be ſafe at Morlieu, he ſent over his Coach and Ser- 
vants to bring her home, writing a gratulatory Letter 
to the Lady: Uy/ina, for her great Care, honourable 
Education, and Entertainment, 


Romeo, to Urſina. 


Awine formerly comratied my Niece Carolla t a Hu{+ 

baud, his requeſt and my prom:/e now cblige me to 
rake her from you mn Morheu, and give her to b:m at Ot- 
leance. To this purpoje I bere ſend my Coach and Servmts 
to you for her, and deſire you to return her to me, W:th your 
teſt prayers that ſhe who by your ſober inſtructions and mmdul- 
gent care has begun the morning of her [ie m Picty and Vir- 
tue, may continue in thoſe bappy paths, and die in Peace, to 
lrve m everlaſting Glory. Romeo. 


This Letter vex'd both U7/ina and her Son, as ſeeing 
thereby no hopes of attaining thcw ends ; wherefore 
| Unrſina 
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Ur/ime (at her Sons intreaty) uſes all her Intereſt to per. 
ſuade Carolla, but ſhe was deaf to her motion, and ſo 
far from hearkening thereto, that ſhe now refuſed to ſee 
Bernardo, much leſs admit him to any grace or favour. 

Breakfaſt being now ended, and the Coach ready, 
Carolla departs to Orleance to her Uncle Romeo ; but Uy- 
ſina,would not be thus repulſed, but writes a ſecond Let- 
ter to Romeoto the ſame purpoſe ; who very angry that 
ſhe ſhould fo diſreſpeCt him as not to credit what ke had 
ſaid, and believe him that ſhe was pre-contraCted, very 
ſharply returned her the ſame anſwer as before, pro- 
teſting withal for the future either not to receive her 
Letters, or to .an{wer them with ſilence. Bernardo was 
ſo incens'd to ſee all his great expectations utterly defea- 
ted, that he returns to his former Vices, and lives more 
dillolute than ever, upon which Ur//a vow?®d ſhe would 
never ſpeak in his behalf any more. This refolution of 
th: Mother breeds bad blood in the Son, ſo that he now 
determines With himſelf to work his revenge on hig 
Mother, and his own advantage by the fame villai- 
nous act ; for was ſhe but diſpatch'd, he ſhould then be 
fole Lord of all her Wealth and Fortune, which might 
induce Romea and Carolla to accept of his attection : To 
which purpoſe he provides himſelf with Poyſon, whick 
he ſtill carries about him, waiting an opportunity to 
adminiſter it. 

Bernard,'s return to his former lewd courfes fo dif. 
tempers his Mother, that ſhe falls ſick of a burning Fea- 
ver, toallay the heat whereof ſhe canſed ſome Almond- 
milk to be made her, in which were infus'd ſeveral coo- 
ling Herbs, and drinks thereof three times a day. On 
the fourth day of her ſickneſs, walking inthe afternoon 
in her Garden, ſhe was ſuddenly ſurprized withthe ſyn «, 
ptome of her Feaver ; when fitting down, ſhe cauſed her 
Maid to hold her head, and pray*'d her Son to fetch her 
a Bottle of Almond-milk, which de did, andin the way 
pour'd the poyſon into it, which he gave her, wha. 
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drank plentifully of it ; but on a ſudden a cold fiveat 
over-ſpread her face, ſhe look'd pale, and ready' ro 
faint away call'd for a Chair, in which they carried her 
to her Chamber, and laid her on the Bed, where few 
hours after ſhe died in great torture, and is by her Son 
and Servants coffin'd up, and (with all the counterfeit 
ſigns of immoderate grief) buried by her ungracions'Son, 
The News of Ur/ina's death was foon known at Orle- 
ance, where Romeo and Cirolls bearing of it, exceeding- 
ly lamented and- forrowed for her. Carolla being now 
grown marriageable, in regard of her excellent Perfe. 
Ctiong and great Eſtate, (for ſhe was now declared ſole 
Heir to her Uncle Romeo) was courted by many Noble 
Gentlemen ; but hex Uncle at laſt privately married 
her to Monſieur Le Berdu, a rich young Gentleman 
who was Nephew and Heir to the Biſhop of Orleance- = 
Let ns now return to Bernardo, who deſperately gave 
himſelf over to all Vices, conſuming all his time in H- 
centious Riots, in the midſt of which follies he remem. 
bers Carola : wherefore putting himſelf and Servants 
into very rich Equipage, he rode over to Orleance 
where he became an importunate Suter to Romeo and 
Carolls , but all in vain; yet he obſtinately perſiſts, 
which made Romeo tell him in plain terms, That his Niece 
was married, and that in conſideration thereof he forbid bim 
bis houſe and her company. This unkindneſs Bernardo took 
ſoill, that in his rage he ſwore he would murder Rs- 
mo; and then conſidering the ſafeſt way, determin'd 
to ſhoot him with his Carbine as he walk'd in his Gar- 
den, which he conſtantly did every morning and eve. 
ning alone. Thus refolv'd, he went in diſguiſe at fix in 
the 'evening to a ſmall Tavern, where the Chamber. 
windows look'd into Romeo's Garden, and pretending to 
ſtay for a friend, call'd for ſome Wine : then bolting the 
Chamber-door, he opens the Caſement, and ſees Romes 
walking in his Garden ; helets flie at him, and ſhot him 
intothe breaſt with a brace of Bullets, and Romeo after 
three ſhricks fell down dead. Ag 
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FP As ſoon as this was done, he endeavoured to make 
his eſcape, but by the immedare Judgment of Heaven 


* he was preſently ſtruck in a ſtupified ſwoon, and fell 
7 to the ground. 'The noiſe of thatand his Gun cauſed the 
people below to come up, who finding the Chamber. 

door bolted, imagined he had ſhor himſelf; when for- 


cing open the door, they fonnd him grovling on the 
ground, upor! which they took him and pull'd off his 
Cloaths to ſearch for his wounds, but found none. Aﬀer 
an hour heopened his eyes, arid with a diftrafted look 
and amazed countenance, rather raving than ſpeaking, 
ii the heat of his madneſs he cried out, Thave murder'd 
Romeo! I have murder d Romeo ! which he often re- 
peared. By this time the dead body of Romeo was found 
in theGarden; and ſearch being made for the murthe- 
rer, and ſeeing his Horſeat the door of the Tavern, they 
went up ſtairs, where they found Bernardo in bed. The 
people ofthe honſe being examined, they reported whar 
they knew; as alfo his confeſſion that he had murder'd 
Remeo ; whereupon he was apprehended, and the next 
morning arraigned, when he forfivore his former Con- 
feſſion : bur the Judges, ro extort the truth, condemn 
him to the Rack, where at the firſt rorments he again 
confefles all, for which he was ntenced the next day 
fo be beheaded; and being bronghrt to the Scaffold, 
there confeſſed the murther of his Mother U7/imaby poy- 
fon : His firſt ſentence was executed upon him, and G 

an addition of puniſhment for his Mothers death) his bo- 
dy was burnt, and the aſhes rhrown into the River Arno. 


Thus we fee by miſerable Bernardo, that he who ripens 
in wickedneſs as he grows in years, ſhall at laſt reap 
the bitter fruits of bus own Debaucheries ; for he that 
ſlights the Grace of God here, fhall never taft his Mer- 
© hereafter. 
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HIST. IX. , 254 
De Buſhie a»d La Valere. 


St. Quintin « kil”d in a Duel by Moreni. Pharamond 
bires Prochier the Apothecary for 300 Crowns to poyſon 
bis Brother De Buſhie. Prochier falls down the ſtairs, 
and breaks his neck: Pharamond firſt debauches Lucia, 


and then hires Mariot a Miller to ſtrangle ber, which | 
be does, and throws her body into the Mill-pond, for which | 
be broke on the Wheel, and Pharamond hebeaded and 


burnt. 


A! Raanin Normandy of late years there dweltarich | 


and noble Gentleman called Monſieur De Bertue, 
who had two Sons; his eldeſt was Monſieur Pharamond, 


and the yaunger Monſieur De Buſhie, both hopeful Gen- | 
tlemen.,..1Þe Buſbie being-at Chri;tmas-time at a friends |} 


houſe at Curgnt, (10 Leagues from Roan) ſaw a young 
Gentlewamaqn, infinitely faig and beautiful, called Ma- 


damoyſelle. Ls Valere, whom he lik'd and lov'd ſo dear- | 


ly, that he reſolv'd tomake all kis courtſhip to her,which | a 


he (6 handſomly and diſcreetly manag'd, that at laſt ſhe 
con'ented to lpye him ; but withal intreated him to con- 
ceal her alleCtion, till he had made his application to her 
Father, ang gain'd his good will. De Buſbie in few days 
after made a viſit to Monſieur De Moulin her Father, 
who liv'd at Curext, acquaints him with his Sute, and 
begs his conſent. But he not reliſhing the motion, re- 
rarned De Buſhie a very cold anſwer, upon which he 
givuly rook his Jeave, and the next week went home to 
Roan, and acquainted his Father and Mother with his 
affection to La Valere, which they approving of, he 
pray'd his Father to ride over to Curant, to conferwith 
Monſieur De Moulin about this affair : but De Bertue be- 
ing ſeiz'd with a ſudden fit of the Gout, order'd his elder 

Brother 
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Brother Pharamond to bear him company, and in his 
'1 Hhame totreat with De Moulin. Pharamond and De Buſhie 
nobly-attended, with a Letter from their Father to De 
oulin, took horſe and rid to Curant,where being arriv'd, 
Pharamond delivered his Fathers Letter; and after a ſhort 
onference with De Moulin, in which he diſcovered his 
Brothers atiection to Yalere : he addrelied himſelf toher, 
whilſt De Moulm and De Buſhie took a walk in the Gar- 
a, Eden. Having this opportunity of a private diſcourſe, 
< F after he had oblig'd her to ſecrecy, told her, That rbs 
b | be came over to Curant his Brothers Advocate, yet her po- 
d J erful Charms had already captivated his heart, and bs 
* paſſion for her now obliged him to make uſe of all his Orato- 
| ryin bas own behalf ; and tho hu Brother had the honour to 
lt | ee her firf, yet his love (he hoped) deſeryed not leaſt regard, 
's þ or the laſt place in her affeions. La Valere incens'd with 
» | this unexpected diſcourſe, with a frown told him, That 
- | this wasnot only an ignoble Ingratitude, but a baſe-Treache- 
$ | ry; and therefore know (ſays ſhe) that I undervalue you, 
> | as much as ! highly prize your Brother : and ſo with a 
* | countenance Which thew'd both anger and diſdain, left 
him alone, who preſently went to her Father, and in 
| | fair terms informed him of his love to his Daughter, 
| aituring him of che ſincerity of his attection to her, and 
| | that he covered nothing in the world more than to be 
happy inthe enjoyment of her. 

Old De Moulin approves Pharamend's motion, but was 
urwilling to diſpleaſe De Buflne, yet over-iway'd with 
ambition, calls bis Laughter into lus Cloſer, and bids 
her leave De Buſhie to love Pharamond ; but ſhe poſt- 
tively refus'd it, telling lim that ſhe had already made 
her choice, which ſhe would not alter for any worldly 
j advantage. Pharamond contriving how to deceive [1s 
Brother, told him, that tho? he found La Valere inclina- 
ble, De Moulin wasaltogether averſe, nor could he ever 
hope to gain his conſent ; and therefore (avs he) let us go 
home to morrow, Which was agreed to, But w_—_ 
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(who had well conſidered the baſe treachery of Phaec 
nnd) reſolves to give her De Buſbie a private meeting” 64 
and at night ſent for him to her Chamber, bid him 
chearful, and that in life and death ſhe will be tig$"*" 
and only his, and that ſhe would ſend him a Lerter tof{c*1 
Roan, which ſhould acquaint him with a buſinef hegg7et! 
tongue wasobliged to conceal. $0 after all the promiſe 
of conſtancy and fidelity, they parted, and as a pledggJ*2 
of their mutual kindneſs, he prefented her with a Dia4® { 
mond-Ring , ard ſhe gave him a pair of Pearl Eract-} 
tets. f 
The next morning De Moulin took De Buſbie aſide, 
and in ſhort terms pray'd him to forbear his houſe, and T | 
refrain his Daughters company, for he had provided af 
nother Husband for her. After a ſolemn leave, the Bro} 7% 
thers took horſe, and return'd home. LaValere remem-| f#/ 
bring her promiſe to De Buſhie, two days after his depar. | 44 


ture ſent him this Letter. [ut 
wi 

La Valere, t De Buſhie. | E 

J- 


WEE promiſe owes you this Letter, wherein I muſt ac- thi 
| uaint you, that I know not whether you have grea- 
ter cauſe to lovs Me, or hate your Brother, in regard he 
vows he loves me dearer than your ſelf, and hath attempted 
to rob you of your Wife, which ( if I miſtake not) s baſe | 
Treachery in him. T have heard his Courtſhip, but for your 
ſake hate both I and Himſelf. He hath won my Father, | ©" 
but be aſſured that he neither can nor ſhall prevail with me ; 


and tho' my Father hath baniſhed you his houſe, yet hisDaugh- fe 
ter 4s reſiloet to retain you in her heart, and you alone. a 
La Vakere. | { 

ju 


De Buſbie having received this Leteer,was paſſionately be 
incens'd againſt his Brother Pharamond ; but diſcretion ct 
at laſt took place, and he refolv'd to hide his reſent- | © 
ments, and diflemble his anger, and immediately p_ Vi 

n 
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1 her many thanks for her courteſie and conſtancy. 
SP haramond three days after privately went over to Ca- 
Sront, where he renews his ſure to her with all che ear- 
: Bneſtneſs and vigour of a paſlionate Lover : but LaValere 
Mcemed abſolutely averſe, and without hopes to prevail, 
eAreturn'd ſorrowfully to Roan. Bur tho" Pharamond en- 
EA deavoured De _ ſhould know nothing of his journey 

Sto Curant, Le Valere next day gave him word thereof by 


Di. a ſecond Letter, 


La Valere, to De Buſhie. 
ſide, 


ands 7 Hold my ſelf oblig'd in duty and affettion to acquaint you, 
4 a} & that theſe to days I have been importunately « ſolicited by 
3ro. © jour unkind Brother for Marriage : but he hath found my 
firſt to be my laſt anſwer. I hope 1 have blafed all his en- 
deavours, by giving him and my Father tha infallible reſi- 
Intion, either to wed YOu, or my Grave ; and Ibelieve they 
will be ſatufied without giving me further trouble : But if 
| 10% Brother ſhall fill purſue his fruttleſs addreſſes, I will 


beg en my knees to my Father to haften our marriage. And 
ar. | this my poſitive reſolution. 
La Valere. 


ed | De Buſhie kiſsd this laſt teſtimony of his dear Ladies 
fe moſt tender aftection, but frets inwardly at his Brothers 

malice, whereof he is refolv'd to rax him, but firſt re- 
eurns her ten thouſand thanks for her inviolable atiecti- 
. | on, and went to find out his Brother, whom he finds 
. | feignedly ſick, when Pharamend (as it were rejoycing 
at his preſence) told him, That his tender love to La Va- 
lere had reduc'd him to that extremity, and therefore con- 
jur'd him for the ſaving of his life to quit his pretenſiens to 
| | her, and reſign up all his intereft ro him : At Which umpu- 
; | dent requelt De Buſhie was fo inrzg'd, ther in indignati- 
on and diſdain he calid him baie 2nd treacherous, and 


row'd to die before he would corient to (1:ch a thought; 
ang 
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and (without ariy other farewell) haſtily flew out of bi} th* 
Chamber. x | dec 

Pharamond ſwore he would make his-Brother re pe 
his fawcy carriage ; whereupon three days after, ug Fa 
derſtanding his Brother to be at Charron, he ſent Mon C 
fieur St. Lwuintin, his particular Friend, (whom he hag CE 
engaged to be his Second) to him with this Challenge. 3 W' 


Fharamond, to De Buſhie. " 


N regard we cannot both enjoy the fair La Valere to With 
[| it is fit that one of us ſhould die, that the ſurvivor maj) _. 
be enrich'd with ſo precious a Treaſure ; which confulerin 


as I have done your late uncivil carriage towards me, I fin: - 
it not ſtrange to ſee Aﬀetion to give a law to Natur: 
Wherefore I ivite Thee with thy Second to meet me and min, 
with fingle Rapiers on foot to morrow at three after dinnn} ; 
in the Meadow next to $t. Vallery. I ſhall as impatient| 
expe your coming, .as I do my revenge. 

| Pharamond. 


De Buſhie ſmil'd hereat, and bid St. Lwintis tell his 
Brother he would not fail to meet him ; when turning 
to Montieur Morent his Friend, who fate by hum, Pra 
(tays he) read this, and give me your company to morrew ; 
which he readily promiſed. The cime being come, the 
Brothers and Seconds met in the field : The Principals 
fhirit drew, and after three or four breathings, and ſe. 
veral wounds, De Buſhie ran Pharamond into the Sword- 
hand, and forc'd him to ſurrender his Sword, and beg 
his life, which he did, and the other as generoufly gave 
him. The Principals having thus ended the diſpute, the 
Seconds drew near ; but Aforeni thonght it nodifthonour 
to refuſe to tight, ſince his Principal had foil'd his Ene- 
my : but onthe contrary St. Quintin was refolute, and 
would not by any argumeatsbe perſuaded, upon which 

tacy 
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they both drew, and at the third paſs Moreni kild him 


dead in the field ; a fit reward for his boaſting temerity. 

The News of this Duel was preſently known totheir 
Father and Mother, nor was it long before it arrived at 
Curant, where De Moulin grieves, but La Valere rejoy- 
ces at Pharamond's foil, and taking advantage thereof, 
with tears and prayers gain'd her Fathers conſent, ſo 
that in a ſhort time ſhe was ſolemnly married to De 
Buſhie in great ſtateand fplendor. 

Pharamond, tho? he had receiv'd his life from his Bro- 
thers hand, ſtifl continues his ingratitude to him, and 
reviving his luſtful defres to Ls Valere, (whora he could 


| not poſlibly enjoy fo long as his Brother liv'd) he there- 


* fore reſolves to get him poyſon'd, and to that end of- 


fers Prochier his Brothers Apothecary 300 Crowns to d 
it, which he undertook, and perform'd in this munngs. 
De Buſhie ſix weeks after his marriage found himſelf 
inclinable to a Feaver, for prevention whereof he ſenr 
for Prechier (his Apothecary) to open a vein, which he 
did, and towards night gave hima Clyſter, wherein he 
infuſed ſtrong poyſon, which ſo operated, that the nexe 
morning he died in his bed. La PYalere paſſionately 1a- 
ments, and is wholly diflolv'd in tears at the fudder 
death of her Husband; and amongſt other Relations 
who came to comfort her, Pharamond was one, whom 
ſhe both flighted , and ſhrewdly ſuſpected to have a 
hand in his murther, but in what manner ſhe was not 
able to diſcover. Her year of mourning being out, ſhe 
had many Suters, amongſt whom ſhe made choice of 
Monſieur Moreni tor her ſecond Husband, and was pub- 
lickly married to him. Pharamond ſeeing himſelf thus 
ſighted, turns his love into hatred, and gives himſelf 
over to the company of Whores and Strumpets, and 
leaves no lin unpractis'd hat his wicked heart defires, or 

his tuſtful eyes can ſee. 
Amonelt others, hearing of a Farmers Davghter 7 
miles from Rear that was fair ard vourg, he reſolved 
[Q 
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to tempt her to his obſcene deſires, and riding over 
faw and lik'd her, and Jaid cloſe ſiege to her Chaftity ; 
which her Mother obſerving in his frequent viſits, fea. 
ring the worſt; forbids him her houſe, ſaying, that if be 
ſiſted, ſhe would acquaint his Father with it ; at which 

e was much troubl'd, but remembring an old Fryar 
nam'd Simplician, be thought him a fif inſtrument to 


gain Lucie (for ſo was ſhe call'd ; ) to conſent co his | 


lewd embraces, which for a reward he undertook, and 


accompliſhed. It was agreed between them, that Pha. | 


ramond ſhould fetch her away in the night to his old 


Nurſes houſe, where be ſecretly kept her till he had *' 


ſurfeited his luſtful deſires with repeated pleaſures. 
Lucia's Father and Mother very much griev'd for the 
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loſs of their only Child ; and ſuſpeCting Pharamond to * 
have ſtole her, complain'd to his Father and Mother, | 
who ſent for, and very ſtrictly examin'd him ; but ! 
he deny*d all, and call'd the old Woman Hag, to charge | 
him with ſtealing of her Daughter : Thus without any |: 


redreſs did they return home, and Pharamond to Lucia's 
arms, where we ſhall leave bim to ſpeak of Prochrer. 
Pharamond (as was formerly ſaid) hating La Palere, 
hir'd Prochier likewiſe for 300 Crowns more to poyſon 
her, which he ſpeedily promiſed to perform. About 
two months after her ſecond marriage, ſhe fell fick of a 
peſtilential Feaver : Morens her Husband ſent for Pro- 


chier the Apothecary, who having drawn fix ounces of | 


blood from her, intended next morning to give her Phy- 
ſick, wherein ſhould be infuſed the Poyſon ; but as he 
was taking his leave on the top of the ſtairs, and com- 
plementing with Moreni , his foot tript, and he fel! 
down headlong, and broke his neck. Pharamond hearing 
thereof, was neither glad nor ſorry, but 1pent all his 
time in revelling with Luciz, ſo that it was now pub- 
lickly known he kept her, whereof her Father and Mo. 
ther being inform'd, they went again to Pharamond's 
Father, beſeeching him to relture them their mn 
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He promis'd - his aſſiſtance, and: gave them leave to 
ſearch all his Tenants houſes ; which Pharamond hearing 
of about midnight he order'd Mercor his Fathers Mil- 
ler to fetch Lucia from her Nurſes to the Mill-houſe, 
where at length ſhe proved with child, when ſeeing her 
ſad condition, ſhe repented of her folly ; eſpecially ſince 
ſhe ſaw her Lover Pharamond made not thoſe frequent 
viſits he was accuſtomed, and in his reſpects to her ſec- 
med more ſtrange and reſerv*d than uſual. But alas! 
poor wretch, ſhe knew no way to remedy it, bur by 
the common cure of Patzence. 

Pharamond now deals with the Miller to marry Lacia, 
but he down-right refus'd it, and poor Lxcia beſonghe 
him either to provide her a Husband, or permit her to 
go home. Pharamond (who now loath'd her more than 
ever he lov'd her) firſt abſenred himſelf from her com- 
pany, and afterwards plainly refu&d to ſee her. She 
exclaims at his ingratitude, prays Mercet to ſpeak to his 
young Maſter in her behalf. Mercer finds him out, bur 
inſtead of comfort , they conclude to murther her, 
which Mercot undertakes for the Fee-ſunple of his Mill, 
and within three days with a ſmall Cord iteals into her 
Chamber, and ſtrangles her ; when carrying her to the 
Mill-boat in che Pond, he faſtned a pieceot a Mill-ſtone 
with a ſtrong new Rope to her middle, and ſunk the 
body in the deepeſt part of the Pond. The next mor- 
ning away goes the Miller to tell his young Maſter whar 
he had done, who were both over-joy d at the ſuccets of 
cheir Villainy. 

A month was ſcarce paſt, when Morent (La Valere's 
ſecond Husband ) with ſome other Gentlemen his 
Friends had a mind to hunt a Duck, and r1ade choice 
of this very Mill-pond for their ſport ; where the Duck 
and two Dogs are no tooner in, but coming ro the 
place where Lucia was ſunk and ticd, they left the 
Duck, and howl'd and bark'd art each other, wikout 
ſtirring thence ; which the Gentlemen obſcrving, they 
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preſently imagined that ſome body was drown'd there ; 
bur before they proceed to ſearch, they intend to make 
a ſecond tryal after dinner, and for that time call'd off 
their Spaniels. At their return the Dogs do as they did 
in the morning, which confirms their jealouſie, fo they 
deſired to draw up the Sluce, and let the water out of 
the Pond, which the guilty Miller refuſed to do, upon 
Which the Gentlemen ſeem'd to deſiſt, and went into the - 
Mill to play at Cards for Wine, which the Miller offer'd 
to fetch ſrom the Town, (there being none nearer) and 
when he was gone, they drew up the Sluce, and by 
that time the water was halt out, they faw the dead 
body float, but the face was ſo mangl'd and dishgur'd 
by the Fiſh, ic was impoſlible co. know rhe perſon. They 
all concluded the Miller guilty, whom they apprehen- 
ded at his return, and ſhut him up in his Mill rill che 
body wasown'd, which not long after happened by her 
Father and Mother, who knew ker cloaths, and afkrm'd 
R to be their Daughter Lucia, 


M.reni rid to Roan, and acquainted the Judges with 
this deplorable fact, who fent for the Miller, and exa. 
min'd him of the fame murther, which he deny'd and 
forſwore, whereupon he was order'd to the Rack, at 
tight whereof he confefſed himſelf to be the ſole author 
and aCterin this murther, and ſpoke not a word of Pha- 
ramond; whereupon he was adjudg'd to the Scorpions, 
to know if any perſon was accellary with him : but he 
rot able to endure the cruelty of that torment, confel- 
ſed that his young Maſter Monſieur Pharamond hired 
tim to firangle Lucia, for which he gave him the Fee- 
{imple of his Mill. 


Upon this Mercot was condemned to be broken 
alive on the Wheel; bur execution was deferr'd till 
Pharam:nd was taken,who was then gon to Morleaux : 
At his returnke was ſi:ddenly apprehended and ow 

, ſoned, 
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fon'd, and upon hearing his Indiftment read, and 
Mercot's Confeſſion , preſently acknowledged the 
Fat, for which 'he was condemned the next day 
to be beheaded ; when mounting the Scaffold , he 
firſt publickly own'd che murther of Lucia, and 
then confeſſed he hir'd Prochier to poyſon his Brother 
De Buſhie , and had contrafted with him for three 
hundred Crowns more to poyſon La Valere which he 
had effected, had not Providence preſerved her by 
puniſhing him with ſo ſudden a death. For which he 
heartily craved pardon of God, and then his Head was 
chopt off, and his Body for his Brothers death burnr 
to Aſhes. Mercot was broken on the Wheel, and Pro- 
chjer's dead Body digg'd our of the Grave, and in the 
Coffin burnt by the common Hangman, and his aſhes 
thrown into the Air. 


So ſtrong is the deadly poyſon of Revenge, that it breaks 
through all ties of Friendſhiv, bonds of Relation, and 
rules of Religion. The deſperate Pharamond , to 
ſatisfie his malice, murders his Brother, and to pleaſe 
his unchaſt deſires , firft robs Lucia of ber Virtne, 
and then of her life; for which bis Body ſuffers the 
puniſhment of the Law, and his Name perpetual In- 


famy. 


68 God's revenge againſt Murther 


131. X 


Formoſo and Almira. 


Amira twice attempts ro poyſon her own Siſter Corinna, 
by the means of her waitinz woman Doria : but being 
both times diſappointed, ſhe hires Nicon an Emperick to 


l 
| 


poy/on Doria. Almira is kill 4 with a Thunder-bolt, | 
and Nicon hang'd. Corinm, to revenge ber Lover | 
Formolo's death, murders her Brother Puteoli,for which | 


ſhe dies immur d. 


T Lisb:n (the chicf City in Portugal) liv'd Don Seba- | 


ftian Florenzo a Nobleman, great both by Blood 
and Revenues ; he married the virtuous Donna Andra- 
da, (a Lady of eminent Quality and Perfections) by 
whom he had one Son called Don Puteol;, and two 
Daughters, Donna Almira, and Donna Corimma. Don 
Putecls (whoſe Education was abroad) in his travels ac- 
quaints himſelf with Don Formo/o de Caſtello,a Gentleman 
of retin'd converſation and courtly behaviour. Purecl;, 
that he might perpetuate the friendſhip which was thus 
happily begun with Formoſo, invites him to Lxben to his 
Fathers houſe, propofing a marriage with his eldeſt Siſter 
Almira. Formoſo very courteouſly embraced his otier, 
and went with him, where he was generouſly receiv*d 
by Don Sebaſtian his Father, and ſaw his two Daughters, 
the ſtately Almira, and matchleſs Cormna, but with dif- 
ferent fentiments, for Corimna the youngeſt had already 
taken polleſſion of his heart, where the other had not 
made the leaſt impreſſion; whereupon Formoſo made 
his court to Cerimna, and defires her 1 marriage of her 
Farther ; which he refuſes, bur otters him the eldeſt, al- 
ledging thathe would give her the ſame preference that 
Nature haddone, who as ſhe was his eldeſt, ſhould be 
tirit diſpoſed of. Howe- 
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However Formoſo perlilts in his love to Corina, and 
continues his ſute to her Father, which Pureol; earneſtly 
(but in vain) follicits for him ; ſo obſtinarely refoived 
was Don Sebaſtian in behalf of Amira, that he was for- 
ced to take leave of his beloved Corimma ; when the faith- 
ful Lovers mutually expreſ&d their kind endearments 
? to eachother, and vow'd eternal conſtancy. Fermoſd 

a, | civilly took his leave of Sebaſtian and Purecli, and re- 
; turn'd to his Caltle ten leagues from Lisbon at Villameont, 

' and in this receſs mace it his only comfort to converſe 


to | 
;, © with Corinna by Letters, which were ſecretly convey'd 
ex | to her, and hers to him, by his faithful Page Henorio, 
hþ — who making love to Doria, Almira's Women, pals d 
unſuſpected. 

F The frequent viſits of Honorio at laſt raiſed jealonſie 
. © and miſtruſt in A/mira, who ſuſpected they were only 
| | Pretended to Doria, whi?it in reality they were de- 


] ſign'd to Corinna, whereupon ſhe order'd Deria to found 
him, but Hmvorio would not make any diſcovery ; bur 
* aclaſt an unhappy accident did that for her which all 
{ her artifice and cunning conld not attain : for one 
| Swunday-morning , when Corinna Was walking in the 
| Garden, Almire went into her Chamber to fee four a 
| little Book, which not finding where ſhe expected, ſhe 
put her kand into her Siſters pocket of the Gown ſhe 
wore the day before, and inſtead of that pulls out For- 
moſo's lait Letter to Corona, which ſhe ſhews to her Fa- 
ther, who was very much concernd at it, and ſeverely 
checkr Corinna for entertaining a private correſpondence 
with Formoſo, and to prevent it for the future, ſtrictly 

confin'd her to her Chamber. 
; But this was not farisfaction enough to Almira, Who 
(rather than loſe Form:(s ). reſolves to poylon her vilter ; 
to which end ſhe hires Deria with 100 Duckats, and the 
promiſe of as muny more, to undertake It : Deria a» 
greed to it, and accordingly ſent an unknown mellen- 
| ger forit, who preſently return'd with jtin a {inal Gal- 
F 3 ly-pot, 
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ly-pot, Doria intending to make uſe of it that very 
night, but Honorio's viſit prevented her, who finding her 
in the Garden, they fate down in the Arbor, and in the 
mid{t of their diſcourſe Hoxorio's noſe fell a bleeding, and 
not readiiy pulling out his handkerchief, ſhe haſtily pulls 
out hers, and with it the Gally-pot of Poyſon, which fal- 
ling upon a ſtone, immediately broke, and the baneful 
Doſe was lickt up by Henerio's Spaniel, who preſently 
{weld and dy'd betore them. Art this they were both a- 
mazed, but eſpecially Dcria, who knew not what ex- 
Cuſe to make, or how to palliate her wicked Delign ; 
for Hencrio preſs d to know for whom this Poyſon was 
prepar'd, the gave him uncertain anſwers, which made 
him the more inquiſitive, ſo that at laſt he prevail'd 
with her to diſcover the naked truth, that her Miftreſs 
Almira had bired ber therewith to poyſon Corinna. 

Henorio no ſooner faw this, but he informed Corinna 
privately of ir, praying her to be careful ofher ſelf, for 
fear they migl:t be more ſuccesful in a ſecond attempr, 
which no doubt the malice and wickedneſs of Almira 
wou!d prompt hcr to. Honcrio pretending his Father 
bad ſuddenly ſent for him, ( who lay dangerouſly ill } 
took his leave of Doria, promiling in a ſhort rime ro ſee 
her again, wio confidently truſting to the counterfeit 
love of Hrniric, belicy d her deſign was no wavs diſc o- 
ver'd to Corinna. Hinerio having privatzly receiy'd a 
Letter from Corina, (which in part acquainted For; /o 
with the villainous miſchief of 4/mire to her, recom- 
mending him tor the reſt co his Page, who wouldgive a 
tuller account) went haſtily back, and gave his Maſtcr 
the Letter, and a large relation of the whole matter. 
Formcſs reading the Letter over again, and pondering 
upon it, (eſpecially that part where ſhe told him ſhe 
could be no longer fafe in her Fathers houſe, and there- 
fore defired him to protect her Life and Honour, which 
the hop'd ro ſecure by his favourable aſſiſtance) aflur'd 
her of it jn another by Henorio, and that he wonld ” 

ready 
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ready at the Garderr door the next night at twelve, and 
the ſignal to be a lighted Candle in her window to him, 
and the diſcharge of his Piſtol to ker. 

In the mean time Almira urg'd Doria to the perfor- 
mance of her, promiſe, which ſhe afſur'd her of inthree 
days, ard tg that end a ſecond potion of Poyſon is pre- 
pared: in the mean while Henorio. return'd, and delive- 
red his Maſters Letter to Corinna, who is now buſie in 
packing up her Jewels and richeſt Apparel; when Al- 
mira pretending to goto bed ill, ſent Doria with a ſweet 
Pollet to Coriuna, deſiring her to eat the reſt, of which 
ſhe had already taken her ſhare. Corinwa very kindly 
received it, and intreating Doria to fetch her Prayer- 
book and Gloves out of her Siſters Chamber, pour'd 
out the Foflet into a Baſon in her Cloſer, and waſhing 
the Cup put Almond-milk into it, Which at Dcrid's re- 
turn ſhe drank up, and diſmifsd her. Not Jong after 
Hemoris came privately to Corinna's Chamber, where ſhe 
related to him this fecond attempt, which they con- 
cluded to experiment upon A{mra's Parrot, which was 
thenin Corinna's Chamber, the Bird immedciaccly ſwell'd 
and dy'd. They laid the dead Parrot pon the Table, 
and upon the report of F: rapes Piſtol, (which they ſoon 
after heard) Henorio took up her Trunk, and they went 
ſolrly down the ſtairs to the Garden-door, where (to 
her great joy ) ſhe found Formeoſo with a Coach and fix 
ready to attend her to his Caſtle at Villamenr. 

Next morning Almira hopes to entertain her (elf with 
the pitiful our-crics for her Siſters death : bur being de- 
ceiv'd, about ten a clock (according to her cuſtom 
ſhe went up with Deris to her Siſters Chamber, where 
inltead of her Siſter, ſhe found her Farrot dead on the 


Table. They. looke fearfully on aneanother ; but hea- 


ring that Henorio Was allo gone, they concluded Corinna 
was fled with Formoſo, upon which Almira immediately 
allarms her Father and Mother with the News, who 
diſpatoh'd away a melſenger to Villament to enquire the 
truth, who brought word the was there. Don 
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Don Sebaſtian being then ill of the Gout, ſent his Son 
Don Puteol;, wich fix .other reſolute Gentlemen, to re. 


mand her, and take fatisfation of Formofo for and in. F 
dignity he had offer*d him. Puteoli arriving at Villamont, 
made his demands of her, and aſſured him that his Fa. | 
ther and himſelf would have her at what rate ſoever, Þ 


Formoſo gave him a poſitive denial, and urg'd for rea- 
ſons the two attempts Almira had made agai{t her life, 
which his Caſtle ſhould ptorect. Almira now ſuſpecting 


tlather deſigns againſther Siſter were diſcovered,by her Þ 


Fathers examination of her to that purpoſe, and fearing 
that Doria might confirm their ſuſpicions by an open 


and plain diſcovery, hired Niccn an Emperick for 259 | 


Duckats to poyſon her, which in few days he perform'd, 
WhiP'it this was acting at Lisbon by Almira, her Brother 
is endeavouring a more honourable ſatisfaction at /{/a- 
mont from Fermoſo, who had now received expreſs or- 
ders from his Father, Either by point of Law or dint of 
Sword | to bring back Cecrinna ; wherenpon ' he ſent his 
Couſin Don Merelles to Formoſo for his laſt reſolution, 
who gave him the ſame anfier as before : Upon this, 
Puteol; reflefting upon the Hononr of his Family, and 
his own Reputation, which lay both at ſtake, ,relolves 
to regain her by arms; ard making choice'of Morelles 
for his Second, the 'next morning ſent him to Don Fey- 
woſo's Caſtle with this Challenge. 


Puteoli, zo Formoſo. 


Muſt either return my Siſter to Ligbon, o< loſe my !:fe 
K here at Villamont, for I had rather die thay ſee her 
diſhonowr, which ſo nearly refles upow my ſelf. It 1s mot'l 
who have firſt vielated the boyds of friendſhip, but your ſelf, 
who is both the author and {cle canſe thereof © wherefore of 
to things reſelve on one, tither to morrow at ſix in the 
morning t9 render me my Siſter Corinna,or at that hour ment 
me on foot with your Seccnd in the ſquare yreen Meagou 
; . . : er 


Hiſt. X. Formoſo ard Almira. 73 
wider your own Caſtle , where the choice of two Rayiers 
ſhall attend you. If thou art honourable, thou wilt grant 
my firſt, and if generons, thou canft not deny my ſecond 


requeſt. 
. Pureoh. 


Don Formeſo received and accepted the Challenge, 
and chooſing a near Relation of his named Don Leferto 
for his Second, they met and fought at the place ap- 
pointed. At thethird cloſe F:rmoſo was run through the 
heart, at which firſt ſtaggering he ſoon after dropt down 
dead, and immediately after Don Le Foyto had the ſame 
fate. The Criminal Judges had preſently notice of this 
Combate, whereupon Puteols and Morellos were appre- 
hended, but by the great intereſt of their Friends pro- 
cured their pardon. Puteoli being now at liberty, went 
again to the Caſtle and demanded his Siſter, which was 
utterly denied him, upon which he apply'd himſelf to 
the Judges, who granted him an armed Power, where. 
with he forced the Caitle, and took his Siſter away (all 
in tears and mourning, for her dear Formeſo)) and retur- 
ned her to his Father, for which and the death of For- 
moo, ſhe vow'd a ſevere revenge upon him. At her re- 
turn her Siſter A/»%irs earneſtly deſired to be reconciled 
toher, and privately confelt her former malice, for 
_ ſhe was now heartily ſorry, and begg'd her par- 

on. 

Doria had a Siſter nam'd Marerta, who having been 
particularly acquainted with the two Ladies A/mra and 
Coriana, invites them to-her wedding : Corinna Excus d& 
her ſelf, but Almirs'promisd her company. The day 
bemg'come, - Almira went in her Fathers Coach very 
ſplendid and rich in Jewels : bot- whilſt they were on 
their way a ſudden Tempeſt aroſe, with loud peals of 
Thunder, when aftera terrible crack the fatal bole pier- 
ced through her breaſt, and almoſt killd her m her 


Cozch: at the fright whereof her waiting Maids and 
| Coagh- 
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\. Coach-man return'd home with her, who was pit to 


bed, and finding ſhe could not live, conſeſs'd that ſhe 
had twice attempted to poyſon her Siſter Corimngs by her 


Woman Doria, and had afterwards hired Nicon for 200 | 


Duckats to poyſon Doria, which he perform'd, where. | 


of the heartily repented, and fo dy'd. 

The Criminal Judges being acquainted with this, they 
ſent their Officers ro apprehend Non , whom they 
found very merry at the -Wedding-houſe, and (notwith- 
ſtanding all his endeavours to eſcape) took him coming 
out, and committed him cloſe Priſoner. In the afternoon 
being put to the Rack, he confelled all the circumſtan- 
ces of the murther, for which next morning he was 
os over-againſt Don Sebaſtian's houle, on a Gibbet 
erectedon purpoſe. 

[n the mean while C:rinna's defireof revenge had er- 
med her with a large ſharp knife, which hiding under 
her ſlceve, with her Luce in her hand (about ren days 
after her Sifters death) carly in the morning ſhe went 
into her Erotbers Chamber, and finding him faſt aflcep, 
with her Knite cut his throat fo ſuddenly, that he Could 
neither cry nor ſpeak, and ſtabbing bim ſeven times mn 
tie body, retir'd to her Chamber. As ſhe went our, ſhe 
was met by lier Brothers Page, who went directly into 
his Maſters Chamber, where he found him murder'd in 
tis bed, at which, with his loud our-cries he raiſed the 
honſe, who fe-ing this bloody ſpeCtacle, went i ſearch 
ni che murtherer ; but finding none to ſuſpect, the Page 
ſaid he met Corinna coming out, as he entred his Malters 
Chamber, who was eaſily apprehended, but pegempto- 
rily deny*d it, The next morning ſhe was brought to 
the Rack, bur ſeemn's not at all daunced. In this inte» 
rim the Servargs having ſearch'd every corner of the 
Room, and Corinna's Chamber; in the Cloſe-ſtool chey 
found the murdering Knife wrapt in her bloody Gown, 
which being brought before the Judges, at the fight of it 
ſhe confetied the fact,and begg'd for mercy,bue_notwich- 
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ſtanding was condemn'd to be hang'd in the pnblick 
Market-place; but by the mediation of her Friends her 
ſentence was alter'd, and ſhe was ſentenced to be ſhue 
up between two Walls, and there with a flender Diet to 
end the remainder of her days. This Judgment wag 
executed upon her, but in few days a violent Feaver 
put a period to her miſerable life. 


Thus did diſgrace and miſery eclipſe the Iuſtre of this 
Noble Family, through the Fathers obſtinacy and per- 
werſeneſs: Hente let all Parents be he, ay Ah bear an 
indulgent tenderneſs towards their Children, whilf 
they are to pay @ dutiful regard to all their lawful 


commands, 


— 


HIST. XI. 


Briant and Lauretta. 


Menſieur Ferio a rich Merchant is poyſoned im his Inn b y Fa- 
ther Conſtantine a Prieff, and Briant the Inn-keeper, and 
bis body buried in the Garden, where a month after & 
IWolf digs it up, and devours part of it ; upon which the 
Murtherers ave diſcovered by their flight, apprehended 
and hang'd. 


Rich Merchant of Tours in France named Monticur 

Ferio, being of ſixty yearsof age or upwards, ha 
ving been at Yenice, where he received 2000 Checchines, 
and not meeting with a ſpeedy and convenient return 
for his money, he Carried it in a Cloak-bag behind bim, 
and ſome Jewels of great value which he had bought 
for the Dutcheſs of Orleance, in a private leathern Gir- 
de next his skin. 


As 
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” As hetravel['d on his way, he chanced to fall iff, and 
. having for two of three days contended with his ſick. 
nefs, 1t now overcame him, and finding himſelf weak, 
and unable to travel farther, he got into a poor Coun. 


trey-Tavern on the High-way, where he took up his | 
Lodgings for that night: The next morning ( not liking F 


his Lodging, and doubting his fafety there, in a loanſom 
place) he took his Horſe, and about 2 of the clock after 
dinner cameto Dieren, and went into the very firſt Inn 
he came to at the Towns-end, where his Hoſt's name 
was Briant, and his Wife Laxretta. Briant was a de. 
bauch'd fellow, and addictedto all manner of lewdneſs, 
poor, and of mean Parentage, but Ins Wife well def- 
cended, with whom he had 2000 Crowns in marriage, 
all which he had ſpent in Luxury and Riot. 

Into this Houſe, and to this vitious Hoſt Briant, cn 
tred poor ſick De Ferio for the recovery of his health : 
He Iik'd his Hoſteſs very well, but not his Hoſt ; how. 
ever, he prays him to procure him a Phytfician, which 
be did, Monſieur Morat, who feeing his Water, and 
feeling kis Pulſe, let him blood, to prevent a burning 
Feaver, and ſtill gavehim new hopes of recovery, tho? 
the Patient complain'd he was rather worſe than better. 


Lauretta tended'him diligently, and perform'd both the | 


duty of a good Hoſteſs and a good Woman : but her 
Husband imagining De Ferio to be rich, hop'd and 
pray'd that he might ſpeedily die in his houſe, and it he 
does not, reſolves to kill him by one means or other. 
De Ferio's ſickneſs increaling npon him to the deſpair of 
his like, he intreated Briant to bring him a Prieſt to give 
him the Sacrament, which he did, named Father Ce 
fantine, a perſon as notorious in all vitious courſes as 
limfelf, and one whoſe prodigality had made very poor. 
To this wicked wretch, Briant (having firſt endeavoured 
rodraw his Wife Lauretta to be concern'd in it, who pe- 
remptorily and conſtantly refus'd it) on a Monday- 


morning reveals his bloody purpoſe, which he readily 
| Con- 
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conſented to, provided what Gold, Silver, or Jewels 


they ſhould find about him might be equally divided 
berween them, which was conſented to; ſo, folemnly 


ſwearing to one another not to diſcover their deſign, 


they parted. | 
Ar night they met again to conſider of the manner 


and time when thev ſhould perpetrate this Murther : 
the ſafeſt way was agreed to be by Poylon, which Briaxr 
ſhould buy, and Conſtantine adminiſter in a Wafer which 
heuſed ſometimes to give him in his ſickneſs: Andas ir 


| were the better to favour their Deviliſh deſign, word is 


unexpectedly brought that Lawrerra's Father ( who liv'd 
four leagues off) was dangeroully ſick and like to die, 
whereupon Briant with all halt diſpatch'd away his Wite 
to him and her Maid Foanna. De Ferio was much trou- 
bled at his Hoſteſſes departure, in whom he repoſed all 
his eruſt and confidence ; and finding himſelf every 
day worſe than-other, began to ſuſpect his ſafety as well 
as recovery: for he often obſerved his Landlord :and 
the Prieſt whiſpering together, and ſaw ſome fatal ap- 
paritions in their faces which told him all was not well - 
This afflicted him day and night with new caute of de- 
ſpair. 

However, he ſtill conceaÞ4 his Gold and Jewels from 
his Holt and the Prieſt, bur fear'd their jealouſie and 
hopes of it would haſten his end: But ſo cunning was 
Conſtantine, that he would not murder him till he knew 
what would be the reward of his villainy, and what 
Wealth he had about him ; wherefore he adviſed him to 
ſend for his Son to Towrs, and protter'd himſelf in perſon 
to carry aLetter, and deliver it with his own hand. De 
Ferio thank'd him, and cold him he had rather trouble his 
Hott with it, if he would bear him company in the mean 
time, which was agreed. The next morning De Ferio 
gave Briant this Letter, and four double Piſtols ro defi ay 
his charges to his Son Nu M-.nt at Tow's, przying tim ta 
bring tis Son back with him, with ail poitible ſpeed, 
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De Ferio, to Du Mont. 


_ weeks ſince coming from Venice, I fell fick at Die. 
ren, where I lie very weak in the bouſe of my Hoſt Bri- 
ant, the bearer hereof, whom I purpoſely ſend to command 
90u 10 come over to me With all _ I have here with me 
2000 Checchines, and ſome Fewels of value for the Dutcheſ; 
Fd Orleance, and I fear that neither it nor my life is ſafe 

ere. Come away with intent to find me either dead or dy- 
#ng. Conceal this Letter from all the world. Love this 
Meſſenger, but truft him vt. God proſper my health, and 
aver bleſs you with proſperity. . 
DeFerio. 


' Briant having this Letter, pretends to take teave, and 
Father Conſtantine in civility goes to ſee him take Horſe; 
but inſtead thereof they went into the Parlor, and bolting 
the door open'd the Letter, and ſatisfied with the giſco- 
very by the contents, reſolved to make that enſumg 
night his laſt, ſo they burnt the Letter, and Briant pri- 
vacely huſh'd himſelf up in his own houſe from the fight 
of all che world. Father Conſtantine went back to De 
Ferio, who was infinitely troubV'd in mind, fearing that 
his death was already plotted, and blaming his indiſcre- 
tionin mentioning in the Letter what ſum he had, which 
ifthey ſhould come to the knowledge of, might tempt 
them to commit fome violence npon him. And now 
was the fatal hour come, for about midnight De Feris 
waking out of a troubled ſlumber, pray'd Conftantine 
to give him a Iintle warm Wine in a ſmall earthen Pot 
he ufed to drink in : Conſtantine glad of this opportnni- 
ty, mix'd the Poyſon with it, -and gave it him to drink, 
which he innocently did, and dy'd therewith two hours 
after : But for fear he ſhould make any noiſe inthe 
laſt agonies of death, theſe rwo Deyils with Bedſtaves 
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ramm'd a great holland Towel down his throat. This 
was no ſooner done, but they cut open his Cloak- 
where they found a great quantity of Gold and Silver, 
and ſearching further , they diſcovered the leatbern 
Girdle about his waft, m which were quilted the Jewels 
and ſeveral pieces of Gold, which they preſently divi- 
ded, and in a great fire burnt his Cloaths, and every 
thing that belong'd to him, and rurn'd his Horſe looſe 
into the Fields to ſeek a new Maſter : fo cautious rhey 
were in their villainy! By this time the Corps was 
grown cold, which (digging a Grave in Briant's Gar- 
den, they buried, and covered the place with green 
Turfs fo artificially , that no mortal eye conld dif 
cover It. 

Three weeks after, Briant ſent for his Wife home, 
who wondering to fee her Husband fo gallant in new 
Cloaths, enquired after De Ferio, he told her that abouc 
ten days before he went from thence ſafe and well, and 
gave him 5o Crowns for his Lodging and Enterrtain- 
ment, and (asa token of his love for his care and kind- 
neſsto him) 20 pieces of Gold more to himſelf, and as 
much to Father Conſtantine : but Lauretrs fearing the 
worſt, would not rouch any part thereof. 

And now with wonder and admiration may we ſee 
the Jaſtice of Heaven in the diſcovery of this cruel Mur- 
ther : for the ſame day month De Ferio was buried, a 
huge Wolf ſeeking for his prey came into Brian's Or- 
chard, and ſimelling dead Carrion,with his paws hercelv 
tore up the earth, and dragg'd up the dead body, and 
there continued till an hour after day-light, eating the 
fleſh of his Arms, Thighs and Burtocks, but never tou- 
ched any part of his face. Some Gentlemen being hun- 
ting in the field, their Dogs took the ſcent of the Wolt. 
and followedir into Brian: s Orchard. Br che Wolf cer- 
rihed with the ſhouts of the Hunters, and crte of the 
Dogs, left his Prey and fled : when the Hunters coming 
in to ſee what the Wolf prey'd vpon, with great hoojes 

an 
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and amazement they ſaw the body ofa man miſerably 
mang}d, which the Wolf had digg'd up from his un. 
timely Grave. They preſently ſuſpected him to have 
been murder'd by Briant, bis Wife and Servants, and ſer. 
tinga Guardupon the houſe, they ſent and acquainted 
the Criminal Judges with it. 

Inthe mean time Lauretts hearing fo early and unu. 
fual a noiſe in the Yard, (her Husband lying abroad that 
night with his Strumpets) began to doubr rhe worſt, By 
this time the Criminal Judges were come, and with 
them a multitude of people, amongſt whom was the 
Phyſician Monfieur Morel, who knowing the dead body 
by. the face, cry'd out it was De Ferio the Merchaar 
who lay long ſick in Briant's houſe, and he verily be. 
lieved was murder'd by him, and buried there. The 
Judges believing the report of this honeſt Phyſician, 
broke open the houſe, and ſeiz'd Lawrette and her Maid 
Joanna and the Oſtler, who were brought ro the body, 
and flatly charg*d with the Murcher, which they as re- 
folutely deny'd. 

Lauretta and her Maid both declar'd they teliev'd it 
was. the body of De Ferio, but called Heaven and 
Earth to witneſs they were innocent, and knew not 
who were the bloody authors of it : however they were 
all kept cloſe Priſoners, while ſearch was made after 
Briant, who lying that night at Father Conſtantine's houſe 
with two Courrezans, hearing the news of it, they fled 
cogether, upon which they were both adjudg'd guilty, 
and cloſe purſiz made after them. The three Priſoners 
were all threatned with the Rack, the tortures of which 
the Oſtler and foanna endured with wonderful conſtan- 
cy and patience ( fo greata comfort 1s1t to be innocent.) 
but Lauretta, upon the good report of her Neighbours, 
was diſpenced withal for that time, and all of chem re- 
manded to ſtrict confinement. * 

The Judges ſent away poſt to Tiurs to advertiſe: Du 


A7or: of this diſaſter, who with all ſpeed came to Dieren, 
where 
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whereupon view he own'd his Fathers dead body, and 
with ſhowers of tears decently interr*d him in the next 
Church . TheJudges acquainted him with the manner 
of the diſcovery, the certain ſuſpicion they had of Bri- 
ant and Father Conſtantine, who were fled upon it, and 
that they had Laurerrs his Wife, and her Maid and Oftler 
in Priſon, that the two laſt had been put to the Rack, 
but would not confeſs any thing, but ſtrongly juſtified 
their Innocence, and that Lauretts had fo good a re- 
pute amongſt all her Neighbors, that they exempted her 
from the torment. 

Eight days were now paſt ſince theſe wretches firſt 
fled, in all which time they had not gone above ſeven 
leagues from Dyeren, when on thetenth night being ex- 
tremely tired, at the entrance of a Wood they ſpy'd a 
ſtray Horſe grazing, and coming nearer to him, Briant 
knew him to be De Ferio's Horſe : At this they were 
very jovial,, and making a Halter of their Girdles and 
Garters, they both mounted, hoping to recover St Fu- 
an three miles off before night. Bne not being ac- 
quainted with the way, they wander'd all night, and 
were now farther off than before : They feared every 
Buſh was an Officer, and to add to their trouble their 
Horſe began to tire, when alighting by turns to eaſe 
him, they took the neareſt way, and hoped to get thi- 
ther before people were up, it being yet early in the 
morning. Providence directing Du Mont the ſame way, 
within a mile of St, Fuan he overtook them, and eying 
the Horſe well, knew him to be his Fathers, or very like 
him, and what more confirmed his ſuſpicion was, that 
one of the two perſons was a Prieſt, and the other 
much reſemb}'d the deſcription that was given of Brian. 
He now and then made a halt, by pretending to mend 
his Bridle, or better girt his Saddle, that they might 


keep before him. Coming now to St. Tuan, they wene 


m at the Sign of the White Lion. where he followed 
them, without ſeeming to take notice of hem, bur as 
G f ſoon 
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ſoon as'they were gone into a Room, he ſent to the 
Criminal Officers and apprehended theſe two perſons, 
upon ſuſpicion that they were the ſame who fled, and 
by all circumſtances were guilty of his Fathers murther. 
They confidently deny'd it, but in ſearching their Poc- 
kets they found ſtore of Gold about them, and ſeveral 
pieces more, with ſome Jewels, quilted in their Dou- 
blets, which confirmed them-in their belief that they 
were the perſons, and were really guilty. The Priſo- 
ners the next day with a ſtrong Guard were ſent over 
to Dieren, Where they were again examined, and ſtill as 
impudently deny'd it, upon which they were both ad- 
judg'd to the Rack, and at the firſt wrench Father Con- 
ftantine confets'd the murther in all its circumſtances, 
and affirm'd that Briams and himſelf were the ſole afters, 
and Lauretta, Foanna and the Oftler abſolutely innocent 
and ignorant of it. The like did Briant after ſome time, 
upon Which the others were acquitted and diſcharged, 
and Conſtantine and Briant condemn'd to be hang'd 
next morning and their bodies burnt to aſhes, which 
was executed accordingly. The remainder of De Fe- 
ri0's Gold was reſtored to Du Mont, tothe general ſa- 
tisfaction of all parties. 


The Devil firſt tempts us with the delight of ſome for- 
vidden : x hon = he may draw -- - _ = 
gerous Crimes. Thus Conlitantine and Briant their 
Luxury, Drunkenne(s and Wheredoms, only gave him 
earnelt for ſome greater ſin they were ready to commit 
_ @s fair an muitation, which be offer'd in poor 

Ferio, and they accepted, ts their own Ruine and 
Deſtruction. 
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HIST. XIL 


Leonardo and Cordelia. 


Leonardo baſely murders Durel in the ffreet. Cotdelia, 
Durel's Miffreſs, betrays Leonardo to ber Chamber, 
where ſhe ſhoots, and bythe aſſiſtance of her Maid Sabrina, 
kills him with a Ponyard. Sabrina flies for the fat, 
and is drown'd. Cordelia is apprehended, bang'd and 


burnt. 


T Montpelier in France dwelt Cordelia, a young 
Lady of greater Beauty than Wealth, adorn'd 

with many excellent Qualities and PerfeCtions, bur all 
were ſullied by one Vice of Unchaſtity, which ſhe was 
too frequently addicted to. She was now Miſtreſs of 
ber Perſon and Fortunes, ( her Parents being dead ) 
which was attended with the interment of her own 
Honour and Reputation. Amongſt other Gallants who 
were her Enamorato's, ſhe was particularly delighted 
with the company of Monſieur Leonardo, Nephew to 
the Duke of Turenne, a Gentleman of more Wealth 
and Diſcretion, who was abſolutely bewitch'd to her, 
than ſpent whole days and nights in her Courtſhip and 
Entertainment. Leonardo not content to enjoy her fa- 
vours in private, uſed often to make his boatt how 
kind and obliging Cordelia had beento him ; which ſhe 
underſtanding , at their next meeting ſeverely taxed 
him with ir, and check'd him for it; and as an argu- 
ment of her high diſpleaſure, forbid him her company, 
and vow'd never to ſee him more. Leonardo was Cex- 
tremely grieved at this, but however continued his vi- 
ſits, and by all the ſacred proteſtations imaginable en- 
deavoured to purge himſelt of fo malicious a —_— 
G 3 Corde- 
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Cordelia, who did in part believe him, judging his In 
nocency by his Conſtancy, re-admitted him to her fi þ 
vour, With moſt dreadful threats of a ſharp revenge j ” 
he ever relapſedinto the fame Error. 
Much about this time Monſieur Durel, a brave young 
Gentleman, came to Montpelier, where he no ſooner 
ſaw Cordelia, but he lov'd, admird, and was totally 
enamour'd of her ; but his Courtſhip was only a pie 
of Gallantry, not in the honourable way of Marriage. fi 
Cordelia, whoſe pretenſions to Honour were as great az 
any bodies, was wholly averſe and deaf to his requeſts, 
Her denial made kim the more eager to contrive ſome 
means to attain his defires ; which after he had in vain Co 
endeavoured, an unexpected accident preſented him 
with, by Madamoyſelle de Sinclere, a rich young La 
dy, who ſeeing hum dance, fell in love with him, 
of which ſhe gave many ſhrewd ſigns, that he could J 
not but be ſenſible of ir, though his heart was pre-poſ-J .. 
ſelled with the Charms of Cordelia. Madam de Sinclere hi 
knowing that Cordelia was the cauſe of his indifterency } j. 
co her, acquaints him that Cordelia was already enga- rY 
ged and Miſtreſs to Monſieur Leonardo. This ſtings him 
to the heart, when confirmed by Sabrina, Cordelia: Þf 5, 
waiting woman, (whom he had gain'd by Gold to con. | ,, 
| feſs) that Leonardo was the only happy man there, but} 
that he had like to have been diſcarded lately for a. 
word he let fall ro her diſhonour. Dure! hearing this, F n, 
and being told that Leonardo was but a Coward, infi- I... 
nuates bimſelf into his acquaintance, and becomes his by 
moſt familiar and intimate Companion. Dre! making Þy.. 
uſe of this opportunity , contrives a match at Tennis } 
with Leonardo for a Collation, and beats him ; fo ta- 
king Monſieur Ie Rech and Monſieur le Mot, they went 
to the Tavern, where they were very pleaſant. Mon- 
fieur Durel in return of his civility invites the Compa- 
ny to ſup with him at Le Hare's, who was fam'd to 


have the beſt Wine in AMenrpelier : After ſupper oy 
dran 
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drank plentifully, and now Dyrel laid his bait ; O ( ſays 
he) how happy are the Gentlemen of Italy, to #s in France ! 
they each of them after dinner go to their Courtezans with- 
out controul. I believe ( ſays Le Mot) Montpelier has as 
good-natur'd Girls as Italy. Ay (cry*d Leonardo) I ans ſure 
for Jews and Whores it may vie with any City in all Italy ; 
for *y Gad they are all right, from the Lady to the Kitchen- 
maid, they are all traftable. Nay ( ſaid Le Roch) except 
fill our holy Sifters the Nuns. Not I (quoth- Loonards) nor 
my Mi#treſs neither, and ſo names Cordelia. Durel had 
enough now, ſo their mirth ended, and the Company 
rted. 

" New morning Dwrel in a Letter by his Page informs 
Cordelia what Leonardo had faid , which ſhe received 
with grief, anger, and aſtoniſhment ; and having retur- 
ned her thanks to Durel, ſent for Leommardo, whom ſhe 
charges with what he had ſaid the laſt night in the pre- 
ſence of Durel and other Gentlemen againſt her Honoup 
and Chaftity : at which ſhe fell into ſuch a rage, that 
ſhe had certainly ſtabb'd her ſelf with a Pen-knife which 
hy upon the Table, had not Sabrina Juckily diverted 
the blow. Leonardo ( ſurpriz'd at the violence of her 
paſſion) vows and ſwears he is innocent : She produces 
Durel's Letter againſt him, but he ſtill denies and for- 
fears it, which yet gave her no ſatisfaction, nor ſhould 
all his proteſtations gain any credit with her, till be 
had vindicated her Honour and his Reputation againſt 
Durel m a Duel, who had ſo poſitively averred the 
truth, Leonardo, forc'd by Neceſſity, more than urg'd 
by Courage, three days after ſent him this Letter by 
Ms Page. 


G 3 Leonards 
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Leonardo, to Durel. 


F the malice and treachery to me is as odious as apparent ; 
or whilſt I ſought to cheriſh thy friendſhip, it hath 
been thy fludy to betray mine, in ſowing diſcord between 
me and Cordelia in a point of Honour ; a Lady to whom 
I owe not only my Service, but my Life. Wherefore to 
morrow at five in the morning meet me with thy fingle 
Rapier, without Seconds, at the foot of the Bridge, where 
thy deareſt Blood ſhall waſh out the ſtains of my imjurd 
Reputation. | 
Leonardo. 


Durel receiv'd the Challenge, and was amazed at his 
reſolution; however he bid his Page tell his Maſter he 
would not fail to meet him at the time and place ap- 
pointed. The morning is now come, which brings Lec 
zardo by unwilling ſteps to the Bridge, and ſoon after 
came Durel : They both draw, and paſs very furiouſly 
at each other; but Leonardo having received two 
wounds, throws down his Sword, and begs his life. 
Durel ſatished with this, goes to his Chamber, and Lz» 
nardo to his Chyrurgeons. The news of this Dnel was 
ſpread abroad by two Souldiers who faw them fighting, 
Cordelia ſends preſently to Leonardo to know the truth, 
but he would not be ſpoken wirhal ; wherefore' juſt as 
ſhe was ſending to Durel, he prevented her by a viſit in 
perſon, and after ſeveral Complements told her, That 
he had given Leonardo two wounds for her ſake, and 
his ſife for his own. At this ſhe ſeem'd much pleaſed, 
and here began the firſt intrigue of their Amours. 
WhiPft Dure! thus triumphs over his congquer'd Adver- 
ſary, and fleeps ſecure in the arms of Cordelia, Ma- 
damoyſelle de Sinclere grizves for his loſs, and Leonards 
yows his revenge ; Which de Sinclere underſtanding, 
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7 
out of pure love to Durel diſcovers it in a Letter, in 
which ſhe both «gives him a caution of Leonardo, and 
prays him to have a care of himſelf. But this was rather 
paſtime than advice to Durel; yet his civility return'd 
her thanks, tho' he continued as regardleſs of himſelf as 
ever. But Leonardo, whoſe revenge made him more 
watchful, hearing that he came often late from Cordelia's 
Lodgings, pretends to go to his Countrey-houſe ten 
leagues off, but returns within ſix days with none but 
his Lacquey, and paſlles the Gates in diſguiſe at the 
cloſe of the evening, and goes to Cordelia's door, where 
he ſtands with his Sword ready, ( having notice that 
Durel was there) and juſt as he came out into the ſtreet 
ran him through the body, and with a ſecond paſs kilPd 
him dead; and then returning to his Horſe, upon the 
pretence of urgent buſineſs, and by giving the Watch 
ſome money, made his eſcape. By this time the mur- 
der'd body was found, which being view'd by the Cri- 
minal Judges, they knew it to be Monſieur Dwre['s, and 
order'd a ſtrict ſearch to be made, but could not dif: 
cover the murtherer. But Cordelia was farisfied in her 
thoughts, and deeply ſwears that nothing fhall attone 
for Dure['s death but Leonardo's blood, who conſcious 
of bis own guilt flies to Parzs, where amongſt the 'multi- 
tude of peeple that daily throng thither, ke hop'd to 
conceal himſelf. Leonardo lives here in all profuſeneſs 
and prodigality, and wholly devotes himſelf to his be- 
loved fins of Whoring and Drinking, which in a ſhort 
time ſo drein'd his pockets, that he was forc'd-to leave 
Pars, and return home : to which he was the rather in- 
duc'd, by a freſh remembrance of Cordelia, whom he 
preferr'd to all the Beauties of Pars. Wherefore, the 
detter to get re-admitcance to her, he ſent his Page with 
a Letter firft, in which he gave a hint as if he had done 
her ſome conſiderable piece of ſervice, extremely la- 
mented the unhappy fate of Durel, and paſlionately de- 
jr'd to be reconcl'd to her good opinion. Cordeha re- 
G 4. ceiv'd 
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ceiv'd this Letter, and was very much pleaſed with it, 
fothink how he was now plotting his own ruine, and 
to keep him in the ſame mind, fends him a Preſent and 
a Letter back by his own Page, wherein ſhe tells him 
ſhe longs to know what he had done for her, which ſhe 
promiſes to reward with her moſt ſincere love and ten- 
Aer atfection. 

The receipt of this Letter gives wings to his deſires, 
and early the next morning he ſets forward for Montpe- 
lier, and the very firſt night he arriv'd there, made a 
viſit to Cordelia, who delires they may be frequent, and 
outwardly exprelies an extraordinary paſſion for him, 
and fatisfaCtion in his company. The next day he comes 
again, when ſhe deſires to know what it was he had 
done for her, that ſhe might make him a ſitable acknow- 
ledgment. Leonardo ſwearing her to -ſecrecy, tells her 
It was he who kill'd Durel, and the manner how. Ccy- 
delia diſſembling her revenge, obſerving he had a Piſtol 
in his pocket, ask'd him the reaſon he went fo arm'd, 
who told her it was for his own defence. The next day 
be came again, upon promiſe of a further favour : in 
the mean time ſhe had concluded upon his death, and 
had accordingly won Sabrina for a Purſe of Gold to her 
aſſiſtance. After ſome diſcourſe, Cordelia defir'd him to 
ſend away his Lacqueys, for ſhe refolv'd not to parr 
with his company that night, which he accordingly did. 
At his retnrn into the Chamber, he fate down upon 
the Couch, and laid his Piſtol upon the Table; Cordelia 
cook it np, and ask'd him if it was charg'd ? Yes Madam 
(fayshe) with a brace of Bullets. Do you think Sir (fays 
Cordelia) T bawve courage enongh to ſhoot it off ? Pray let m: 
try, and lock out at that window for a mark. WhiPlt he 
ſtoop'd to ſee for one, ſhe ſhot him into the Reins of the 
back, ar which he ſtagger'd, and Sabrina with a Po- 
nyard gave hin ſix wounds upon the back and breaſt, 
which ſhe with that haſt and fury redoubled upon him, 
that he immediately fell down dead at her feet ; =_ 
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done, they dragg'd him down into a Cellar, where they 
buried him in his Cloaths, and laid a pile of Billers 0. 
ver him. The next day his Lacqueys came to enquire 
for him, but were anſwer'd that he parted from them 
Within an hour after, and ſaid he would take a walk in 
the fields, and that he had not been there ſince. Three 
days after, (there being yer no account of him) ſeveral 
Gentlemen his Friends and Relations came to demand 
him of Ccrdelia, who return'd the ſame anſwer as be. 
fore ; butthey being for ſome reaſons ſuſpicious of her, 
acquaint the Criminal Judges withit, who after exami - 
nation of ſeveral parties commit her to Priſon, where 
about ten days after the virtnons Madamoyſelle Je 


* Sinclere came to viſit her, to whom in diſcourſe Cordelia 


laid, ſhe was as innocent of Leonardo's death, as be was 
of Durel's Murther; which being over-heard, was told 
tothe Judges : This gave them more cauſe of ſuſpicion, 
but ſhe ſtill juſtified her Innocence, and poſitively de. 
ny'd that ſhe ever knew any thing of either of the 
Murthers ; and tho' ſhe was guilty of ſuch a ſimple 
expreſſion, it was purely through ignorance and inad- 
vertency. Upon this ſhe was adjudg'd to the Rack, 
which ſhe endur'd with admirable patience, infomuch 
as the Judges now began to favour her, and conclude 
her Innocence from the conltancy and courage of her 
reſolution, 

Abour this time News was brought that Sabrina (who 
was fled) was taken up on the banks of the River Diren 
dead : This News revives Cordelia, who now began to 
think her ſelf ſecure, ſince there was no perſonto accuſe 
her, and that ſhe was fafe beyond the reach of puviſh. 
ment from Heaven or Earth. 

But here mark the wonderful Providence and Judg. 
ment of God! Ccrdelia was indebted to her Landlord a 
whole years Rent, and 300 Livres in money ; which 
now giving for loſt, he lett out her part of the Houſe to 


Monheur Chatillen, (who came thither for his TT 
road ake 
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fake) and fold all her Goods, even to the Billets in the 
Cellar, to make himſelf fatisfaCtion ; when upon. the 
removal of the laſt, they found the earth had been lately 
opened to the proportion of a Grave.The Landlord hea. 
Ting this, ſuſpects the truth, and acquaints the Judges 
with it, who preſently order'd it to be ſearch'd, where 
they found the body of Leonardo in hisCloaths,which they 
Carried to the Priſon, and expoſed to her ſight, roughly 
charging her with the murther of it, which ſhe undaun. 
redly deny'd. The Judges then commanded her Paps 
to be torn oft with hot burning Pincers, to make her 
diſcover the truth : whereat amaz'd, and ſeeing the 
torment ready to be inflicted, ſhe fell on her knees and 
confeſſed that ſhe and Sabrina murder'd Leonardo, the 
manner how, and the reaſons why, for which ſhe was 
condemn'd to be hang'd in the ſame ſtreet, over-againſt 
| her Lodging, and her body burnt ; and Sabrine's dead 
body to be burnt with her. And for that Leonardo had 
been guilty of the Murther of Durel fo baſely and 
cowardly as Cordelia reported, his body was hung up 
by the heels upon the common Gibbet for three days, 
and then thrown into the Lake R:con ; all which was ex- 
ecutedaccording to the ſentence. 


Thus we ſee that one ſin is the Parent of another ; Nor is 
Vice leſs fruitful im its Off-ſpring than the mo#t glort- 
ous Virtne : Whoredom propagates Murther, and Un- 
cleanneſs « often the a of Intemperance. 
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HIST: XIIL 
Orlindo and Paulina. 


Orlindo ( »pon promiſe of Marriage ) gets Paulina with 
Child, and leaves her, and marries Lucretia. Paulina 
ſenſible of her diſgrace and his treachery, in the habit of 
a m__ piftols him in the Fields , for which ſhe is 


hang a. 


N the Famous City of Florence liv'd of late years two 

rich and beautiful young Gentlewomen, the one 
named Donna Paulina, Daughter of Seignior Miranto, 
and the other Donna Lucretia, the only Child of Seignior 
Sterlin, Both theſe young Ladies had ſeveral Suters, yet 
none of them ſo dearly and paſſionately lov'd Paulina 
as the Baron of Orlindo, a rich young Nobleman o 
Venice, and Lacretia as paſſionately lov'd him, bur not 
heher. Lucretia had in vain attempted by her friends 
to prevail with him to forſake Paxlins, to love her ; 
for ſo great was Orlindo's aftection to Paxlina, that by 
the ſtricteſt promiſe, and moſt ſacred proteſtations he 
was privatelycontraCted to her, though he had not yer 
gain'd her Fathers conſent; which after many intreaties 
he obtain'd, though for ſome reaſons he thoughe conve- 
nient to defer the ſolemnity of che Eſpouſals. 

Orlinds continuing thus in Florence at a vaſt expence, 
grew in want of money, which he knew not how to re- 
lieve at preſent, but to make ſure work of his Lady 
Paulina, with many Sighs and Prayers, Oathsand pro- 
miſesof fidelity and conſtancy, he drew her to his luſt. 
ful deſires, in which unlawful familiarity they continued 
ſeveral weeks: Butthen, like a baſe Nobleman, (havin 
ſurfeired himſelf with choſe amorous pleaſures) "_ 

ep 
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her but ſeldom; and when ſhe defired him to marry 
her, he was either deaf, or ſo doubtful in his Anſivers; 
that ſhe had now great reaſon to ſuſpect his treachery : 
But three months after he utterly forſook her ſight and 
company ; Whick tormented her to the heart, nor did 
ſhe know how to remedy it. Orlindo now made all his 
court to Lucretia, at which ſhe was extremely pleaſed, 
and being of a great wit, and inform'd ſome great. dif. 
taſt was fallen out between him and the Lady Paulina, 
and that being far from home, he wanted moneys to 
bear out his portin Florence, imagin'd that might be the 
cauſe of it. To oblige him therefore to her ſelf, and 
knowing her Father bad a great reſpect for him, ſhe 
one day told him, That of !ate fbe obſerved Orlindo was 
was grown melancholly, and that ſhe fancied his great ex- 
pences at Florence, and his long abſence from Venice, 
might have exhauſted his moneys, and that probably the 
reaſon of it. Her Father meeting Orlindo the next day, 
mvites him home, and taking him Aſide into his Study, 
after teveral complements told him, Venice was a great 
diſtance from Florence, and the return of money uncertain ; 
But if at any time he ſhould have occaſion, deſired him to 
make uſe of bis friendſhip, and that he ſhould freely command 
whatever he could call bis own ; and there laid him down 
Foo double Piſtols: Adding withal, That if he needed 
wore at preſent, he ſhould have what he ago and repay 
it when he pleasd; and if he thought good to marry 
his Daughter, he would ſettle his whole Eſtate upon him. 

This kindnefs of Seignior Ster/m fo prevail'd with Or- 
lindo, that he preſently found out his new Miſtreſs Lu- 
cretia, and relates to her what had palled between her 
Father and himfelf ; which fo pleas'd her, that the now 
afſnres her ſelf ſhe alone ſhall be happy in the attection 
of Orlindo. | 

Paulina, who in this time had heard what frequent 
viſits Orlindo made to Lucretia, and conſider'd her own 


ditreſſed condition, reſolves to try if ſhe can reclaim 
him, 
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him, and to that end, knowing the fidelity of Carano 
her Fathers Coach-man, ſhe gives him a rich Diamond- 
Ring from her finger, and bids him find out the Baron 
of Orlindo, and deliver it to him, and tell him that ſhe 
deſires to ſee him in the afternoon. Cranto finds him 
out, and delivers his meſſage ; To whom Orlindo retur. 
ned this anſwer; Commend me to thy Lady, aud tell ber 
Twill wait on her immediately after dmner. 


Orlindocame according to his promiſe, and was con- 
ducted to Paulina's Chamber, where taking him aſide, 
ſhe complain'd of the coldnelſs of his afteCtion, his long 
abſence, -the violation of his Oaths, and her own great 
belly : which he angrily reply'd, That be ceuld not get bis 
Friends conſent, and without it he would not marry her ; 
That Lucretia, though ſhe was not ſo Fair, was more Vir- 
tuous ; and theref ors (faysbe) provide for your Fortunes, 
and (o will T for mine ; and throwing back her Ringin a 
paſſion, haſtily departed from her. The conſideration 
of this barbarous cruelty to ber, pierc'd her heart with 
ſorrow ; bur ſeeing no help, ſhe reſolves to provide for 
her Reputation, and the diſpoſal of her great belly : 
To this end ſhe thinks none fo fit to be entruſted with a 
ſecret of that nature, as her Aunt Camilla, a wiſe and 
rich Widow who lived at Pontar/im ten miles from Flo- 
rence, by whoſe advice and prudent conduct ſhe hop'd 
to prevent a publick diſgrace. Paulima, who wanted 
not an excuſe, obtains her Fathers leave to go to Pon- 
tarlin for change of Air, and there acquaints her Aunt 
with the ſecrer of her great Belly, and prays her love 
and aſſiſtance , which ſhe faithfully promigd, highly 
extolling her prudence in concealing her folly. Here 
ſhe often remembred Orlind,/s monſtrous ingratitude, 
the thoughts whereof impair'd her heakh, and made her 
miſcarry of a lovely Boy, Which ſhe kils'd and bath'd 
in tears, and at night her Aunt buried it decentiy inthe 
Garden. Paulina, though ſhe continued very fick and 

Weak, 
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weak, yet her heart was ftill towards the ungrateful 
Baron; and not daring to truſt any perſon but her 
 faichful Coach-man Curanto, ſhe ordered him to poſt to 
Florence, and acquaint Orlindo with her deplorable con- 
dition, and pray him to come and ſee her before ſhe 
dies. Curanto made haſt to Florence, and meeting Orlin- 
do as he was going into his Coach, delivers his Ladies 
meſſage to him; who firſt ſmiling, and then in paſſion, 
returns Curanto this anſwer in his ear ; Tell thy Miſtreſs 
Paulina from me, that I wiſh ſhe was buried with her Ba- 
fard, and both at the Dewil ; and fo (without any more 
words) took Coach, and drove away to Lucretia. Cu- 
ranto returns this anſwer to his Lady, who bitterly 
grieves at it, and tells her Aunt, who blames her for 
her fondnefs and folly, and bids her rather ſcorn and 
deteſt him. In the midſt of this diſcourſe, comes a Ser- 
vant from her Father Afranto with this Letter to her. 


Miranto, to Paulina, 


Oping that by this time the ſweet Air of Pons 
tarlin has recovered thy health, I now defire 
thee with ſpeed to return to Florence, and 7 have 
ſent thu bearer on purpoſe to condutt thee tbither. 
1 believe thy Countrey-abſence hath loft thee a good 
Fortune here in the City, for yeſterday morning 
the Baron of Orlindo was married to Domia Lu- 
cretia in great ſtate, who 1 wel/ hoped ſhould have 
Beew thy Husband. IT ſend my beſt Love and Res 
Spedts to my Siſter, and my Prayers to God for thy 
Health and Proſperity. 


Miranto, 


Paulins 
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- Paulina at the receipthereof was all on fire, to be re. 
veng'd on the faithleſs Orlindo, and ſwore he fhould 
pay dear for his Ingratitude, and vows either to murder 
him her ſelf, or procure thoſe who ſhould do it for 
ber ſake: In this fury ſhe returns to Florence, and firſt 
tempts Marcian her Apothecary to poyſon him, and 
then Curanto her Coach-man to ſtab him, but both theſe 
abſolutely refuſe to engage in ſo wicked a Deſign. Be. 
ing thus diſappointed by theſe rwo, ſhe reſolves ro act 
that tragical part her ſelf; and underſtanding that 
mornings and evenings he frequently walked a mile 
out of the City to a pleafant walk planted on both ſides 
with Olive and Orange-Trees, concludes to make that 
the Scene of her bloody revenge. To this purpoſe ſhe 
ſecretly provides her ſelf with a Fryars compleat Weed, 
a ſad-colour'd Ruſſet Gown and Coat, with a Girdle of 
a knotty Rope, wooden Sandals, a falſe, negligent old 
Beard, and hair to the head ſuitable to the ſame; inone 
pocket of his Gown ſhe puts a begging box and a new 
Breviary bound in blewTurkey-leather, richly guilt, and 
in the other a couple of ſhort Piftols, each charg'd with 
a brace of Bullers. All theſe ſhe ties up cloſe in the 
Gowh, waiting an opportunity to effect her execrable 
Contrivance. The Thurſday following ſhe had an ac- 
count that Orlindo was gone to his uſual walk, upon 
which ſhe ordered Cxranto to bring the Coach to the 
door ; and giving him the little bundle, told him, She 
was now reſolved to give Orlindo ſuch a merry meeting 
in the fields, as ſhould make him laugh, and fo bid him 
drive on. Being now come near the walks ſhe defcends 
from the Coach, and taking the little bundle in her 
band, orders Curanto to Wait her return, and under 
the covert of ſome Buſhes puts on the Fry ars habir. 
Art a diſtance ſhe ſaw Or/izdo walking very contempla- 
tive, Whom with a bow or two ſhe approached, holding 
up her begging Box for an Alms, which he was ready 
to give ; but ſeeing ſo fair a Lieviary in the Fryars 
. hand, 


96 God's Revenge againſt Murther. 


hand, he took and opened it ; when Paulina ſtepping 


behind him, ſoftly drew out one of the Piſtols, and ſhoe 
him into the back, and as he fell diſcharg'd the other 
into his breaſt, of which he preſently died. Paulime ha: 
ving thus wrought her. revenge, withdraws haſtily tg 
the ſame covert, puts off her Diſguiſe, which ſhe hides 
and returns tothe Coach: Yell Curanto (fays ſhe with ; 
ſmile) my heart is now at eaſe, my tnjur d Honour has now 
recei'd a ſatisfattion, and his ingratitude a juſt reward, 
Drive ſpeedily back, and keep your own counſel. Curants; 
who knew nothing of her Deſign, yet now gueſs'd her 
meaning by the report of the Piſtols which he heard go 
off, was aſtoniſhed at it, ſuſpecting the worſt; when 
driving on with more haſt than good ſpeed, paſſing by 
the ſide of a Hill, the Coach over-turrd, and broke his 
left leg, and Paulina's right arm; The furious Hors 
Tan away with the Coach, which was torn all a pieces. 
At this inſtant came by Orlindo's Coach with his Page 
Varini in in it, going to his Maſter ; who ſeeing the 
Lady Paulina (whom he knew) in ſo diſtreſſed a condi 
tion, alighted, and took her up into his Lords Coach, 
and Curanto With her, and fo ſpeedily returned to ferch 
his Lord, whom he found in the ſame Grove dead, 
Varini ſtrangely amazed at this ruful ſpectacle, cries out, 
and tares his hair for grief, not knowing what to ſay or 
do : Ar laſt he reſolves to ſtay by the body, and ſend 
the Coach for his Lady and her Father Seignior Sterlin. 
Paulina and Curanto went back to Flerence in Orlinds's 
Coach, where ſhe had leiſire ro conſider the miſchiefs 
ſhe had drawn upon her ſelf by her violent paſſion and 
infatiable malice. Seignior Sterlſin and the Lady Lu- 
cretia are now arrived, where they ſee and bewail the 
one his Son, the other her beloved Lord, with ſorrows 
inexpreſſible. The Criminal Judges being acquainted 
with the murther of Orlindo, fend out their Officers 
into the Fields to apprehend all perſons they found 


there, and bring them beforethem:; but they found no 
more 
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more but one poor ragged Boy, who was keeping of 
Cows on the other fide of the hedge, and gave them 


this account : 


© That he ſaw the Gentleman walk alone at leaſt an 
« hour, and then an old Fryar came to him. who ſhot two 
* Piftols at him, and kill d him, and then the Fryar ent 
« away, and he (aw bim no more; but there was a 
©« fine Coach which ftood a little diſtance from the Grove, 
* where @ fine Lady came out, and went into the Grove ; 
« and after the Fryar had kid the Gen:leman, the Lady 
* went back to the Coach, and drrve away. Ihey asked 
him what colour the Hories were, and what Livery 
the Coach-man had on? The Boy ſaid, The Horſes were 
white, and the Coach-man had a red Cleak with white 


Lace. 


Varini obſerving this, affirmed it was the Lady 
Paulina, her Coach and Coach-man, and fo related 
in what a condition hc h1d found chem two hours be. 
fore. Upon this they were ſuſpected of the Murther, 
and the Officers at their return to Flirexce Comman- 
ded to apprehend them, which they did, as they were 
going outin a freſh Hickney-Coach, and brought them 
Priſoners to the common Goal of the City. 


Two days after 9-liz4s had been ſolemnly interred, 
Paulina and Curanto were brought before the Tudges, 
and charged with the Murther of Or/mdo, which they 
both ttoutly deny'd. The Boy is called to give in 
Evidence - again!t them, who ſtands to his former .Je- 
poſitions, but cannot chink the Lady was the Fryar, 
nor can he truly ſay that this was the Coach-man. 


The next morning Curanto. was rack'd, but the 
torments could not make him confeſs any thing : Pre. 
lencly after Paulins was put to the ſame torture; 
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which not being able to endure , ſhe confeſſed her 
ſelf ro be the fole Author and Acter in the Murther 
of Orlindo in all the circumſtances as before repreſen 
ted, and ſtrongly affirmed her Coach-man Curants 
was Innocent : For which : ſhe received Sentence to 
be bang'd next morning, and accordingly about ten 
the ſatrowful Paulina was brought between two Nuns 
to the place of Execution, where (after a very peni- 
tent and religiousSpeech) ſhe was turned over. 


Honeſt Curanto, though he was thus cleared by Pax 
lina, yet by the follicitations of Lucretia was adjudg'dto 
the double torments of the Rack, which he patiently 
endured without confeſſing any thing : The Judges 
therefore moved in conſcience to make him ſome 
ſatisfaction for enfeebling his body, and impairing his 
health, decree the Lady Lucretia to give him three 
hundred Duckatoons, which was paid him according- 
ly, and he diſcharged. 


May the reading of this Tragical Hiſtory learn us al 
ro bate from our hearts the Inconſkancy and Ingra- 
titude of Orlindo, and from our ſouls abhor the Cru 
elty of Paulina, who though at firſt ſhe ſeems to tri 
umph in ſin, and praiſe the ſucceſs of her Revenge 
and blcody Enterprize, yet the TFudgment of God im- 
wediately overtakes the beld offender, and brings her 


to open and condi;n Puniſhment. 
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en HIST. XIV. 


en Caſtlenoyo and Perina. 


Jacomo de Caſtlenovo luſts after Perina his own 
Sons Wife, hires Jerantha to poyſon his own 
th Lady Fidelia, and then his Son Franciſco, for 
ro which Perina murders him in his bed. Jerantha 
uy (ready to die) confeſſes the two Murthers, 1s 
hang'd and burnt. Perina's right hand is cut 
his off, and ſhe condenn'd to ſuffer perpetual Ine 
ee priſonment, where ſhe dies of a Conſumption. 


Rfyond the Alps not long ſince lived Seignior Ato- 
nio de Arconeto, a rich and noble Gentleman, who 
by his Lady lately deceaſed had a Son named Seignior 
Alexandro, and a Daughter called Perina: the Son 
the Darling, the Daughter a Caſt-away, who bears 
her Fathers frowns with adnurable patience ; but the 
Son building too much on his Fathers fondneſs, grows 
Debauch'd, and gets a Surfeit at a Banquet, which 
caſt him into a peſtilential Feaver, and that in three 
days into his Grave. Perina 1s now ſole Heireſs to 
her Fathers Lands and Favour, whom he yer looks 
upon with diſdain ; which brought her into a melan- 
cholly, and that into extreme lickneſs ; which was fo 
ill reſented by the Lady Dominica her Aunt, that ſhe 
prevailed with her Brother to let Perina be with her, 
at which the Aunt was very glad, but the Nicce over- 
joy'd, 
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Perins being thus ſettled there, her Aunt hath a 
Daughrer who was ſuddenly-to be married to a Gen. 
tleman of Nice, where ſhe was choſen Bride-maid, 
and Don Franciſco de Caſtlenowo, (a Native of Nice, 
Knight of Malta, and ſole Heir to Facomo de Caſtlenow, 
a rich and ancient Baron of Savoy) Bride-man, who 
is enamour'd of Perina, and underſtanding that her 
Birth and Quality anſwer'd his, during his ſtay there 
made his court to her, and in fifteen days obtain'd 
her conſent to be his Wife, with which he acquaints 
the Lady Dominica, deſiring her aſſiſtance to obtain 
her Fathers, which in a ſhort time the effects. Cafe. 
20vo poſts away home to his own Father, and ſpee-. 
dily returns with his approbation , whereupon they 
were married in great pomp and ſolemnity, and Perins 
brought home to Nice, where ſhe was honourably re. 
ceiv'd by his Father with great Feaſting and Mirth, at 
which the young Couple thought themſelves in Hea- 
ven. . But old Caſtlen;wvo being threeſcore and eight 
years old, forgetting both his Duty to God and him- 
{elf, luſts after his young Daughter-in-law Perina, which 
makes him wonderful complaiſant to her ; but not 
daring to expreſs his bealtly Defires whiPſt her Huſ. 
bandis at home, he tells him, That bis Humour and the 
ſervice of his Prince and Countrey invite him to the expul- 
fron of the Spaniards ct of Piedmont : His Son (nothing 
ſaſpeCting his Fathers treachery) notwithſtanding all 
his Wites tears and intreaties, takes his leave of her 
for three or four moaths, and fitting his Equipage, 
goes to the Camp. Now old Caſtlenovo plays the part 
of a young Lover, is ſtill with Perina, and ever and 
anon kiſling her ; which though ſhe thinks too much, 
yet a Fathers name makes it currant. But the Lady 
Fidelia ſeeing her Husbands humour, is jealous of the 
truth, and exceedingly troubl'd at it, but manages 
her grief with diſcretion, till one day with tears in her 
eyes ſhe privately reproves him for his luſtful we. 

| which 
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which wrought ſo bad an etfeCt on him, that he reſolves 
to remove that obſtacle, in order to which he hires 
Ferantha, Fidelia's waiting-woman, for 500 Duckars 
to poyſon her, which ſhe did by infuſing Poyſon in- 
ro ſome white Broth ſhe had made her, and fo in 
eight days diſpatch'd her inta a better place. 

The old Leacher inwardly rejoyces, but in out- 
ward ſhew is exceedingly afflicted and dejetted, and in 
very honourable manner cauſes her to be interred, 
While this isaCting at Nice, Peace is concluded berween 
Spain and Sawoy, and young Caſtlenowo comes home, 
_ he is entertained with mourning for his Mo- 
ther. 

The old man knowing it was impoſſible for him to 
obtain his ends whil'ſt his Son was at home, ſeeks a 
pretence to ſend him away, -and in a ſhort time rwo 
ſeveral occaſions offer themſelves, either to go to 
France with the Prince Major, who was to marry the 
Kings ſecond Siſter, or togo to Malts to get a penſion 
during his life. The young Couple like that of France 
beſt for ſeveral reaſons ; but in obedience to his Father 
hemuit to Mts. This filthy old Leacher now reſolves 
either by fair or foul means to compals his end, in or. 
der to which he gives her the ſole Government of his 
honſe : But &er fifteen days were paſt, finding her in 
her Bed-chamber playing on her Lute , after ſome 
pauſes, Coughs and Killes, he vomits forth his foul 
affeftion; at which enrag'd , ſhe throws away her 
Lute, and in great paſſion leaves him ; but he in every 
Walk, Garden and Room haunts her like a Gholt, 
thinking to gain by importunity what he could not by 
perſuaſion. But modelt P-rins is inflexible, and grieves 
at his perſeverance, but how to quench the fire of his 
Luſt ſhe knows not ; ſhe has no friend to retire or make 
her moan to, wherefore ſhe reſolves to write a Letter 
to haſten her Husbands return , which ſhe does, and 


ends by the hands of his intimate Friend Seignior Sabie, 
0 Q H 3 wherein 
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wherein ſhe rells him, That her Honour is in danger by 


his abſence, (but names not from whom) and earneſtly 
preſles his ſpeedy return. At the receipt hereof he 
was troubPd, but fancy'd it was only a trick of his 
Wifes to make him ſpeed tome; and fo being loth to 
quit his hopes of the Preferment the Grand Maſter had 
promiſed him, returns Sabia to Nice with a rich Em. 
rald-Ring, and a Letter to this purpoſe, That he was 
aſſured of her Love, and the care ſhe took of her Honour, 
and that he only believed it was an artifics of hers to call 
him ſooner home, which he could not yet comply with, 
ſince he daily expetted Preferment from the Grand Maſter ; 
which being ch1ain'd, he would flie to her embraces. + 

This Letter was both a comfort and affliction to her; 
for as ſhe was confirm'd in his health, ſo ſhe was too 
well aftured of lis ſtay, and now begins to fear her 
Father-in-laws wicked purpoſe ; nor were her fears 
groundleſs, for he ſeeing intreatics prevail not, threatens 
to force what ſhe will not freely give. At which being 
terribly affrighted, ſhe reſolves to provide for her ſafe. 
ty, which by the help of Sabia the eftects, who con- 
veys her from Nice to her Father Arconeto's houſe, 
where refleting on former pallages, ſhe grew ſickly, 
which made her once more ſend Sabia to Malta with 
another Letter ; That ſhe is gone from Nice to ber own 
Fathers at $t. John de Maurien ; That if neither her 
Aﬀettion nor her Honour will draw him, yet ſhe begs the 
care of her Life may invite him; and withal ſays, That 
ſhe has @ ſecret to impart to him before ſhe dies, which ſhe 
will entruſt with no perſon but himſelf. 

Whilit Saba is going to Malta with this, old Caſtles 
novo finding his Villainy would be diſcovered by the 
flight of his Daughter-in-law, and being ſure that his 
Son will be enrag'd at it, is in great perplexity, not 
knowing what to do. Mean time Sabia delivers the 
Letter to yourg Caſtlenovo, who wonders who it ſhould 
be in his Fathers houſe that durſt attempt ES 
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# which makes him diſpatch Sabia away to carry News 


of his coming, and three days after arrives there him- 
ſelf. The joys of both parties were unſpeakable, but 
when he knew it was his own Father that ſought ince- 
ituouſly to enjoy his Daughter , he was ſtruck with 
horror at the thought, and refolv'd to continue at St, 
Fobn Maurien with Arcoxeto. 

But old Caſtlexovo thinking what a ſcandal the givul- 
ging his Crime, and his Sons abſence would prove to 
him, wrote a Letrer to him, wherein he acknowledg'd 
his laſcivious and graceleſs attempt upon the Honour: 
of ſo chaſt a» Lady, which he could not remember but 
with deteſtation : but now Religion had vanquiſhed. 
Luſt, and he did heartily ſorrow and repent of fo foul a 
miſcarriage. That if he,who was the ſole propof his age, 
(whoſe abſence he daily lamented) would return with 
his Lady to Nice, he call'd Heavenand Earth to witneſs, 
That for the future he would as much honour ber for hex 
Chaſtity, as he had formerly laſciviouſly ſought to betray it. 
And further adds, That his tongue ſhould make good what 
bis pen had writ. 

This Letter prevail'd with his Son and Dayghter, 
who about eight days after the receipt thereof return 
to Nice, where the old man with tears in his eyes con-= 
felſes his error, and ſo they were perfectly reconcil'd. 
But (alas!) this Sunſhine will quickly be clouded, for 
the-old Dotard daily beholding Perins's Beauty, ſoon 
relapſed ; and knowing he cannot obtain his defires ſo 
long as his Son lives, makes uſe of the ſame helliſh 
Agent Jeramba, with the promiſe to marry her, and 
give her down 5oo Duckats more, to poyſon him ; 
which ſhe, for lacre of the Money, and ambition of 
be ng a Lady, in leſs than fix days eftected. The ſfud+ 
den death of Caſtlenovo had like to have occaſion'd Pe- 
#ana's.t00, who tares her Hair, and betrays all the de. 
plorable demonſtrations of ſorrow that can be imagin'd, 
and fo does the old hypocrite Caflenove, which ſhe _ 
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for counterfeit, and ſuſpects thar he and Feranthe are 
guilty of her Husbands dearth; and concludes «that if 
he renews ts tate, they were really his 4 urcherers. A 
little more than a month after his Son was laid in his 
untimely Grave, the old beaitly wrerch began afreſh 
his ſollicirations, to which the ſerm'd not fo averie as 
before, and at Jait {to palliate her de(ign.) the yields, 
and the time and place is appointed 3 which being 
come, and Caſtlenovo in his bed, impatiently expecting 
Perins, ſhe ſoftly enters his Chamber in her dey-atrre, 
with a Pifa-dagger in her ſleeve, and bolting the door 
after her, comes to his bed-ſide, where ſeeing his breaſt 
open, ſhe ſtabs him to the heart, and with repeated 
blows kil's him ſtark dead, not ſuttexing him to ſpeak 
one word, only he ſhriek'd once or twice, which his 
Servants over-hearing, ran up to his Chamber, where 
they me? Ferima coming out with the bloody Fony ard 
in her kand, for which ſhe was preſently taken and 
impriſon'd, and two days after arraign d, where the 
freely confeſt it, alledging for her reaſon, That He and 
Jer intha had murder'd buth her Husband and ber Mothers 
m-law Fidelia, as ſhe had prod reaſon to (u/pett. Prue this 
not *xculing her fact, ſhe is condemn &d 10 be hang'd, 
from which Sentence ile appeals to the Senate at Cham 
bray, whither ſhe is convey*J, who mceder::te the for- 
mer Sentence, and aujuvdge her to hve her right hand 
cur off, and to fuer perpetual Impriſonment at Nee, 
where in a ſhort time ſhe dy'd very penitent of a Con- 
ſumption. 

' Ferantha being with child by old Caftlew wv, appre- 
kenfive' of the danger the was 1n, fled ſecretly to a 
Friends honfe, where ſhe fell in labour, and her pains 
werefo violent, that the Women abour her concluded 
ſhe would die , whereupon the began to repent, and 
confeſſed the two former Murthers, after which the was 
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fafely delivered of a Son. 
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Hiſt. XV. Muletto and Servis, ro 

ire | _ The Judges being acquainted with her Confeſſion; on 
if | the ſecond day ſhe was apprehended, commitred to 
A Þ Priſon, and the third hang'd and burnt at Nice, and her 

his | aſhes thrown into rhe Air, 

th 
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Thus we ſee the Ruine of rwo Noble Families wroaghs 


ls, by the wickedneſs of the Old and Leacherous Caltleno- 
Ng vo, who murdered bis Wife and Son, renounced all 
8 the hopes of Heaven, deſpifed vhe _—_ flames of 
'e, Hell, togratifie one burning Luſt on Earth, 
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G HIST. XV. 

þ Muletto and Servia. 

d | Muletto murdereth his Wife Servia, and twenty 
; years after (unknown) robbeth his and her Sox 
; pqttine, who likewiſe (not Fnowing Muletto 
| to be his Father ) accuſes him of the Robbery, 
for which he s hang d. 


I* the Kingdom of Naples near the Arſenal dwelt a 
proper young fellow named Mwletto, by Trade a 
Buker, who havirig both an Oven and a Shop of his 
own, by his indetatigable pains and Induſtry grew ex- 
ceeding rich, and became one ot the prime Bakers of 
the City. 1his Mwulettogoing one day to Caſjen, twenty 
miles diſtant from Naples, he there faw and fell in love 
with a fich Vintners Laughter, her Fathers name was 
Tetndpag and bers Servia,a lovely and beautiful Maid, 
ing virtuous and religious ; Who tho'ſhe had fe. 

veral Suiters, yet fancied Mwerto above 'em all. Where. 
upon he ſought her in Marriage, and eaſily got her good 
will, provided he couldobtein ber Fathers conſent. 
| ; _ 
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Muletto having thns won the Daughter, applies him- 
&If to the Father, but fo averſe is old Spondy, that he 
will not-by any: means hear of it; yer ſtill Muletro con- 
rinues his Sute, and jointly with Servis intreat his con. 
ſent, but he "proudly and diſdainfully refuſes, ſwearing 
he will- die before -he will. permit him to marry his 
Daughter, At which anſwer Muletto went very diſcon- 
teatedly back to Naples, and Servia remains at Caſian 
with her Father, who now rhinks to provide her another 
Husband, and gives her (choice.of two (to prevent her 
marrying Muletto,) but ſhe utterly refuſes both ; where. 
at ald Spondy is_ mad, and threatens to diſ-inherit her. 
Three years are now palt ſince the young Couple 
Arit ſaw one another, and ſince Mwlerto firſt ask'd $ 
dy's Conſent ; and ſtill ſeeing it in vain, he thinks it now 
highrime to lay cloſe ſiege to, Servia,” that ſhe would 
agree ro-marry him, (notwithſtanding her Fathers re. 
fulal, cetling her, That though be had.na.s Duckatoon. in 
ortion with her, he wvalned it not, that he married her for 
2, and bad Eſtate enough to maintain her in a proſperous 
conditicn. By which feet words ſhe was prevaifd up- 
on to! leave her Father , 'and go along with Muletto. 
Thus agreed, Muletto hires a Boat, whereof having no- 
tice, ſhe goes out at the Garden-door. That night they 
went down the+ River; and early the next morning he 
Iares Horſes, and brings her to' Naples, where they: 
were privately married. þ 
"Sp-mdy miſfing his Daughter , rages extremely, as 
doubting that Muletto had itole her : whereof making 
ſecrer enquiry ' at Naples, and being aflur'd of it, he 
paſſionately ſwears,7hat they ſhall never enjoy one penny of 
bis Eſtate, nor will he ever after ſee them. Ten days a 
their Marriage, Muletto rode over to Caſſan to Spondy, 
tolabour with his beſt reſpefts and duty for a reconci- 
Irtation. Coming to'Spendy's houſe. with intent'to ſee 
and diſcourſe him, he bolts himſelf into his Chamber, 
and charges his Servants to deny him, for age - 
| : reſoly* 
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reſoly'd neither to {ce nor ſpeak with him. Afulertro 
went back to his Inn, and two hours after came again, 
but Spondy was till deny'd ; when the next morning 
riſing early, he went to Spoxdy's houſe, but received 
the fame anſwer : wh«reat very angry, he took his 
Horſe and rode home to Naples, where he truly relates 
to his Wife the entertainment he had at her Fathers; 
whereat ſhe was exceedingly grieved, but Mulerto com- 
forted her up with good words, and was indeed very 
kind and loving to her. Thus they lived very provk 
dently, and managed their Trade to the beſt advantage, 
both of them being very diligentand ſaving. Six months 
after, having not heard one word from Spcndy, Muletto 
prays his Wife to go over to her Father her ſelf; Serwis 
accepted of the' journey, and comes ta Caſſan, where 
ſhe received the ſame entertainment her Husband had 
found before in all reſpects; nay he cauſed his doors to 
be ſhut againſt her: At which unkindneſs of her Fa- 
ther ſhe wept bitterly, and got her Aunt and her Fa- 
thers own Gholily Father to intercede for her; bur fin- 
ding all fruitleſs, and to no etiect, ſhe returned to Na- 
ples to. her Husband. Muwletto asking what ſucceſs, ſhe 
relates to him the unnatural diſcourteſhe of her Father: 
towards her, which vexed him to the heart, bur he dif- 
ſembleth his diſcontent, which is aggravated by being 
known to his Neighbours, who flout and jeer himin al 
Companies. 

This makes him now tolook untowardly on his Wife, 
and ſlight her, and turn ill Husband, neglect himſelf 
and his Profeſſion, and follow lewd and evil Company, ' 
ſpending and conſuming his Eſtate with Whores and 
Strumpets, which at length reduces him to great pover-' 
tyand want ; for the relieving whereof ſhe ſends to 
Spondy her Father, and acquaints him with her neceſli- 
nies, praying his aſliſtance torelieve her preſent diſtreſs: 
but he is ſo hard-hearted, that he will neither help hee 
wants, nor pity ber affliction, whereby her condition is 
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grown ſo miſerable, that ſhe is ready to deſpair. In 
the midit of-thefe her ſorrows, fhe was brought to bed 
of a fine Boy, who' was chriſtned m a poor manner, 
and named Awguſfimo. The chatity of her Neighbours 
to ber in this condition preferved her from ſtarving, 
for her wicked Husband took no care of her, but was 
& wholly devored to Drunkenneſs and Debauchery, 
chat he never thought of being better, nor had ſhe any 
reaſonable grounds to expett his amendment. Aﬀer 
the was up again ſhe work'd very hard with her Needle 
to maintain her poor Babe and her felf; andif ſhe got a 
tirrle money to keep them from ſtarving, he preſently 
tore it from her ; fo that not knowing what to do in ſo 
great want and miſery, ſhe ſent a Letter to her Father 
m theſe words : 


Servia, to Spondy. 


Y Husbands Vices do ſo increaſe my wants 
and miſeries, that I have not cloaths nor 
food left to preſerve my ſelf and my poor Son Au» 
guſtino; and confidering that I am your Daughter, 
wmethinks in Natare and Chriſtianity you ſbould re- 
lieve me in theſe bitter diſtreſſes, eſpecially fince 
my /ighs beg it of you with humility for Charities 
fake, and my tears with ſorrow for Gods ſake. If 
our heart will not relent in compaſſion to me, at 
leaſt let it towards the pretty young Child, whom / 
beſeech you with tears to take from me and main- 
tain. God will requite your charity to him, and [ 

ſhall the ſooner forget your cruelty to my ſelf: 

And ſo may you live in as much proſperity as 1 

fear I ſhall ſhortly die in want and miſery, 


erVia. 
Spondy 
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dy received-this Letter and read it without any 
compaſſion or concern for his Daughter ; but his rug- 
ged and ſtubborn humour had ſome pity for poor Au- 
uftino , and to let her know ſo much {Ent her this 


nſwer :; 
Spondy, to Servia. 


See thou art obſtinate, in diſobeying my come 

mands with thy Letters, wherein I believe thou 
takeſt more glory, than I concetve grief at the re» 
lation of thy wants, which I am ſo far from pity» 
ing, that I am only ſorry that I am thy Father. 
But fince thy young Son is as innocent as thou art 
guilty of my diſpleaſure,” I have ſent this Bearer 
for him, and I will ſee if it be the pleaſure of Heas 
ven that I ſhall be as Happy in FHiim, as lam Un» 
fortunate in Thee, 


Spondy, 


Servia having read this Letter, though ſhe grieved at 
her Fathers obdurat? heart to her (elt, yet was joyful 
at his kindneſs to her Son, whom ſhe delivered to che 
meſlengers hands, and next to Gods proteCtion religi- 
ouſly recommends him to the affeftion and edncationof 
her Father : but Mulerro would not ſo much as kiſs him 
at parting, whoſe unkindneſs he will live to return, 

Servia having thus ſent away her Son, the ſame night 
dreams ſhe ſhall never ſee him more; whereat awa- 
king, ſhe wept bitterly, while her Husband laugt'd ar 
her fondneſs, who now grows worſe and worſe, ſo that 
her life wasa mzer burthen to her. Five years bath ſhe 
now lived in this miſery, having no conſolation but in 
ber Prayers and Patience. Initead of mending, Mu- 

letts 
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letto (if poſſible) is more diſſolute than ever, grows 
weary of his poor virtuous Wife, and thinks if ſhe were 
dead he might get another which ſhould enrich him, 
for which'reaſon he reſolves to murder her ; and ac. 
cordingly, on a great Holy-day took her out with him 
to walk to aVineyard out of the City, pretending to re- 
create themſelves, which poor Servia took for a great 
kindneſs, and gladly went- along. Muletto lies down 
upon the ground,& feigns himſelf aſleep,when ſhe lying 
down by him ſlept ſoundly ; which he obſerving, ſoftly 
riſes up, and cuts her throat, not ſuffering her to cry or 
ſpeak one word : So leaving her, went back to Naples 
a contrary way, ts take off all ſuſpicion. 

The very fame night her murther'd body was fund 
by ſome who chanc'd to walk that way, and brought 
to Naples, whereitis known to be Servia, Mule:to's Wife, 
who was ſent for, and ſeems paſſionately afiected at her 
untimely death, requeſts the Criminal Officers to ſearch 
for the Murtherers, which he is very diligent and indu- 
ftrious in himſelf, and with that cunning and hy pocriſie 
conceals his own guilt, that he of all men is leaſt ſuſ- 
pected. 

Muletto (his Wife being buried) now ſells her Cloaths 
to buy himſelf ſome, and ſeeks many Maids and Widows 
in marriage, but he is refuſed and ſcorned by all; fo 
that utterly.deſpairing to raiſe himſelf at home, he en- 
rolleth himſelf a Bandirri, and for many years practiſeth 
that theivifh and villainous Profeſſion. 

Old Spondy trains up his Grandchild virtuouſly and 
induſtriouſly, ſo that he becomes excellent in Painting, 
Graving, and Imagery, and then ch:,ofes to be a Gold- 
ſnuth, and proves a ſingular workman in his Trade, 
His Grandfather is very kind to him, and intends to 
make him his Heir ; but Auguſtine deſires to travel and 
ſe other Countreys, particularly Reme : To which 
purpoſe finding a Ship in Sawvena-road going, to Ciwita 

Vecchia, he privately packs up his Baggage, and im- 
| L barques 
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barques. therein... Being arrived at Rowe, he becomes 

a ſingular ingenious Goldſmith, and expert workman, 

thriving ſo well, chat he reſolves to ſet up. his. abode 

there. 

Four and twenty years are now paſt ſince Muletto 
left Naples and tnrn'd Bandirti, of which growing weary 

at laſt, he went to Florence, and ſet up his Trade of a 

Baker, intending . there to ſettle and marry ; but it 

happened otherwiſe, for the Cardinal De Medices going 

to Rome to receive his Hat, and intending to enter 
and continue there in great ſtate and magniticence, he 
took into his houſe double Officers, to whom he gave 
rich and Coſtly Liveries, and amongſt others Muletto 
was choſen Baker in that journey, and at Rome flaunts 
it out gallantly, and is more debauch'd and prodigal 
than any other of the Cardinals Servants : So that at 
laſt growing bare both of money and credit, he reſolves 
to recruit himſelf by ſtealing ſome pieces of Plate out of 
a young Goldſmiths Shop in Rome. with whom he had 
ſome little acquaintance. From him he ſtole two fair 
rich gilded Chalices, a curious ſmall Gold Crucifix ſet 
with Saphyrs and Emralds, all amounting to the value 
of 45 o Duckatoons. 

The young Goldſmith amazed at his loſs, knows not 
whom to ſuſpe&t or accuſe for this Robbery, but Mu- 
letto the Cardinal of Florence his Baker, who much fre- 
quented his Shop. . Upon which, knowing that he lay 
not in the Cardinals Palace, but ina Taylers houſe ad- 
joyning, he got an Officer and ſearch'd his Chamber 
and Trunk, where he found one of his Chalices, but 
rothing elſe, and as he was going out meets Muletro, 
who is committed to Priſon, and by the evidence of 
part of the Goods found in his polleſſion, and his con- 
fellion in hopes of mercy, is condemn'd to be hang'd 
next day. 

In the morning he wasbrought to the common place 
of Execution, at the Bridge-foot near the Caſtle of St. 

Angeio, 
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Angels, where upon the Ladder he confeiies the Rob- 
bery, and that his name is Mwletto, and that 26 years 
ago he lived at Naples, where he murder'd his Wife 
Servia Spmdy in a Vineyard a mile out of Naples, for 
which, and other his ſins, he ſincerely repented: Au. 

/timo hearing the names of Mulertc, Servia and Spondy, 
urit into tears, and cry'd out that man upon the Lad. 
der was his own Father, and that Serwvie Spondy was his 
Mother, and therefore deſired the Executioner to for. 
bear a while, when at his deſcent from the Ladder Au- 
ftino threw himfelf at his feet, and freely otter'd all 
is Eſtate to fave his Fathers life, þut ic would not be ac. 
cepted, ſo the next day he was hang'd, having firſt 
freely forgiven his Son, and ask'd forgiveneſs of him for 
bis Mothers murder. 

As for Auguſtine, after this infamous death of his Fa. 
ther, he removwdfrom Ro me, and return'd tohis Grand- 
father Spondy, who received him with many demon. 
trations of joy and atffeCtion, and at his death made 
him ſole Heir of all his Geods and Eftare. 


Tho' the Vengeance of Heaven may ſeem to ſleep for 8 
time, it fill keeps a watchful eye over the impenttent 
offendey.---The perverſene[s of Spondy cauſes "Lobeds 
ence in Servia, which is pwniſh'd by the bloody cruelty 
of ber Hushand, whole barbarous Murtber Heaven at 
ut revenges by the hand of his unknown Son AugUu- 

no. 
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HIST. XVI, 
Morofino ad Imperia. 


Imperia #» Love with Moroſino, cauſes him an1 his 
Companions Altonicus and Donato, to ſtifle her Husband 
Palmerius i has Bed. The Murthcr diſcovered by Nlo- 
rolino's Gloyes, for which they are all apprehended and 

executed, E 


N the famous City of Penice, lived a young Gentle- 
man, called Scignior Angelo Moroſino ; who in Com- 
pany of Scignior A/tonicrrs and Scignior Donato), Embar-- 
qu'd for the Iſlands of C:rfu and Zant, and atter a thort 
[tay there, were bound for Conſtantinople; but by the 
way forc'd by a Storm, they put into the Harbour of 
Ancona , which belongs to the Pope, In which place 
being oblig'd to ſtay by contrary VV inds, the three Ner- 
chants out of Devotion went up to Loretto , where ha- 
ving ſpent two daycs in vititing the Holy Chappe?l, on 
the third carly in the morning, Meoroſmo leaving his triends 
in Bed, went to Maſs ; where (at her Devotion) he faw 
a young Lady incomparably fair, at whoie fight he 
was ſo enflam'd with Aitection to her, that he could 
willingly reſign all the Powers and Facultics of Soul 
and Body to her Service. Nats being ended, he follow- 
cd her out of the Chappcl, ani tecing her only attended 
with a Waiting \WV gman and a I.acquey, with great Re- 
ſpet and Civility ottcr'd his Scrvice to wait.upon her 
home, and aftcr icvcral Compicments , which pailcd 
between them, obtain'd the favour to take her by the 
Hand, and gracctully condu-tid her to her Fathers 
Houſe, whole name was Scinmor Hirronimo Bendimo, and 
ſhe his only Daughtcr Dona [2 prin 5, More ſiro at the door 
took his lcave ( though ſhc courtcouily invited him in ) 
and beg'd the Honour to wait upon her 1m the Aﬀtcr- 
noon, whiſpering in her Ear,that fo great wasthe prejent 
Violence of his Failicn to her, that he tear'd he thoutd 
t not 
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not be able to acquit himſelf with that decency, as be. 
camc a Cavalier, to a Perſon of her Merits and Qua. 
lity. 

1n the Afternoon he made his viſit to her, acquainted 
her with his Name and Quality, his intended Voyage to 
Conſtantinople, but chiefly with his conſtant Reſolution 
to ſeek her in Marriage both of her ſelf and her Father : 
and ſo expert was he in the Art of Love , that in three 
weeks time (the Winds continuing contrary) he made 
her many Vilits and amorous Courtſhips , and at laſt ob- 
tain'd her Conſent to be his Wife at his return from 
Conſtantinople. He then addreſs'd himſelf to her Father 
Bondino , who was ſoaverſe to it, that neither his In- 
treaties and Perfwaſions, or hcr Tears and Prayers 
could melt his heart intoa bettex Temper. 

Moroſino now acquaints his two Friends, Aſtonicus and 
Donato with his AtteCtion to Imperia,and brings them next 
Morning to ſee her ; they highly commend his Choice, 
and uſcall their Endcavours to gain Bondino's Conſent; 
but hes ſo reiolutely obſtinate, that no Arguments can 
in the leaſt aticct him. This grieves the two Lovers 
to the Heart, to ſee they mult now be parted, for the 
Maſter of the Ship had ſent word, that the Wind now 
blowing fair , he ſhou'd withall Expedition weigh An- 
chor and ſet Sail tor Corfu. AMoroſinmo ſeeing the neceſſity 
of his departure , again moves Bendino for his Conſent, 
but he proves inexorable, when going to bid Imperia 
Adieu, he facredly Vows to live unmarried till his Re- 
turn, which ſhall be within a vcar, and then to marry 
her ; and as a Pledge of his Fidelity and Conftancy, 
preſents her with a rich Diamond Ring from. his Finger, 
and ſhe him with a fair Bracelet of Orient Pearl, as a 
fign of their mutual Contract : to whiciz Aſfonicus and 
Denato are boti \Vitnelles. "This done, they took Horle 
tor Ancona, aud prelently Embarqu'd tor Corfi and Con- 
gary 1m 

Bendimo tree months after, provides her another 
Husband, ol Sciguior Palmeriys ; a rich Merchant of 
Ancona, 


Mt i. 
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Ancona, at leaſt ſixty 2m of Age, and withal of a de- 
forn?d Perſonage, and moroſe and ſullen Temper ; but 
this old Dotard, is ſo taken with Imperia's, Youth and 
Beauty, and the encouragement he received from Bundi- 
70, that he comes to his Houſe and makes down-right 
Love to her, In the Interim, her Father had charg'd 
her to receive him with all Reſpect, and accept his At- 
fections ; which with Tears in her Eyes, ſhe tlatly told 
him, ſhe could not Obey ; ſhe was fixt already, and 
would marry no Perſon but Moroſino: Bondino with Fury 
in his Face, told her he expected no other anſwer but her 
dutiful Complyance with his Commands , and in a Paſſt- 
on left her to the Company of old Palmerins, who en- 
ted at the ſame time, and with all the kind Expreſli- 
ons he was Maſter of; offer'd her the intire command 
of himſelf and his Fortunes, in Exchange for her I.ov 

and Aﬀection : She told him, If this was all his.Errand, 
ſhe did afſure him , ſhe neither would nor could diipote 


' of that which was already in the polleſſion of another, 


and fo left him to his own Meditations. Palmerius retur- 
ned to Ancona ; but two months after, to the great Joy 
of Bondino, made a ſecond Viſit; and now both day 
and night, they importunc Imperia to conſummate the 
Marriage ; and to that purpote her Father gives her 
good Words, and Palmerius rich Gifts and Preſents : but 
ſhe will neither hear the one, nor accept the other ; 
however Palmerizs grows obſtinate in his Suit, and her 
Father reſolute in his Commands ; to avoid which ſhe 
locks her ſelf up in her Chamber, and concludes that her 
only preſervation, can be in the Company of Aoroſmo , 
whoſe Return ſhe earneſtly deſires ; and accordingly 
furniſhes Seignior Mercario, her faithful Friend, with 
Gold for his Journey, and this Letter to her beloved 
Aboroſmo. 


| Imperia to Morolino. | 
gy you meaſure my Aﬀections by my Sorrow fer your 
A Abſence, you could hardly tell fr 4 1 lvve or grieve 
I z more 7 
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more; for I am aſſur'd that all the Seas between Ancona 
and Conſtantinople, are not able to waſh awyay your Memory 
from my Heart and Soul : Nor can the Sands of the Shore 
compare in Number, with thoſe Sighs and Tears I daily offer 
to you. If then I am as dear toyou , 1 heartily beg you will 
leave Conſtantinople and come to Loretto, for my Father 
Bondino js ready to force me to leave my young Moroſino, 
for old and wither d Palmerius. Fudge now how unkind 
you will he to ſend an Excuſe, and not bring your ſelf. Fare- 
well my Dear , may the Angels preſerve thee, and fill thy 
Sails with fair and PR__ Winds, till they land thee ſafe 
in the Embraces of thy Imperia. 


Mercario inthree Weeksarrived at Conſtantinople, found 
out Moroſmo , and delivered the Letter which he per- 
usd, and aficr a ſolemn Entertainment , return'd him 
withthis Anſwer. 


Morofino to Imperia. 


iTy Health and Conſtancy , makes me as joyful in the 
| Receipt of thy Letter, as thy Fathers diſreſpett rome and 
lowe to Palmerius makes me ſorrowful. Our Hearts are now 
facredly mired, only Irve im two different Bodies , which 
eve and Breath the ſame deſires ; and I would now at thy 
command return thee immediately that part.of thy ſelf, I am 
fired to divide from thee, would the neceſſity of my Affairs 
give me leave ro quit Conftantinopie for Loretto. The 
Seigrury of Venice have by their zmbaſſadour Landy here 
reſident, made me Conſul of Mepp2, but what this year can- 
not the next ſhall perform. O thin my dear and ſweet Impe- 
T1, reprte 17 mot moratitnde in me to (end thee tha Letter , 
fer Ida declare im the preſence of Men ond Amgels,my Excuſe 
7s wb ( re!y [rite es ef igned as my Aﬀection Is [mpcria, 
WhKh can nouir dje but With Morolmno, 


Frrperin recent d this Loatter both with Anger and Joy, 
with Anzerbecaule he came not in Perton , and with 
1oy that 1: came trom him, whoſe Victim and Martyr 


ihc 
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ſhe reſolv'dto dye,ratherthan live Palmerizs his Wife. But 
her Father one way and Palmerizis another, ſtill haunt 
her at all times and placcs without intermiſſion ; who 
finding after fixmonths more claps'd his Labour loſt, 
he reſolves at once to ſtrike at all; and to that end, 
protiers Bondi, that if I»peria will become his Wife, he 
will Endow her with the one half of his Lands, and give 
up all his perſonal Eitate into his Hands to purchaſe 
hermore. 'This offer ſo wholly won Bondino, that in 
haſt he told his Daughter the generous protter of Palme- 
rizs, and bid her diſpoſe her telf to marry him ſpeedily, 
or cl{c he would utterly renounce and tor ever difown 
her to be his Daughter. 

Imperia hears hcr Fathers cruel Commands, which ſhe 
only anſwers with Sighs and "Tears ; butat laittold him : 
Sir, You know I both ſaw and cngag'd my Live to Morolino, 
before I everknewPalmerius,ncr can his Riches compare with 
Morotino's Vertues ; Heawen that is Witneſs to thoſe Vorrs I 
madeMoroltino, will certain!y prm!ji1 my per fi l rlra [8:27 18 it 
out of Diſcbedience to your Commands, that I reject Valme- 
rus, but mm reſpett to thoſe Sacred Oaths I mad? Nioroimno. 
Bondino aficr tevcral 'I hreats in a Chate lctt hcr, who 
preſently refolv'd to fend Mercaris with a Gold \\ atch 
tet with Diamonds, and a fecond Letter to 1Moreſino, 
in thefe words. 


Imperia to Moroſino. 

| Sr little thought that Profit or Preferment h:4 Leen 
dearer to thee than Imperia,or that the Scigniory of Venice 

or their Fmbaſſador 1.andy , bad more power to have ſtaid 
thee at Aleppo, than I to bawe re queſt ec thy Retrirn ths 1O- 
retto; judge now what a poor half T am of thee, when by thy 
wolentary abſence, then wilt wholly reſion me to anotiir, and 
that Palmerius muſt be my Husband, when T deſire 73, thing 
more than to live and dje thy Wife. Come away therefcregny 
dear Moroſino , and blame not me but thy ſelf, if 1h; ab- 
ſence and my Fathers Obſtmacy bereave me of my ſu'rtet Mo- 
rofino, and thee of thy Dear impcria. 

I 


3 Ato- 
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Moroſimo receives this Letter and Preſently bluſhes, 
to ſee himſelf thus outſtrip'd by her in Kindneſs ; when 
adviſing with his two Friends Aſtonicrs and Donato, after 
ten days feaſting of Mercario, and a generous Reward 
for his pains , he ſent him back to Imperia with a fait 
Chain of Gold, and a rich Diamond Ring faſtn'd thereto, 
a pair of Turkiſh imbroydered Bracelets, and this Letter, 


Morofino to Imperia. 

T# Beauty and Afﬀettion, ſhall both command my Reſolu- 

tiow and my Self ; I will therefore ſhorten the time of my 
Stay, and convert a whole year into a few Months for to 
Right the life of my Heart,I value the Aﬀettion and Company 
of my {weet Imperia above a Confulary Dignity, the Trea- 
ſures of Turky, or the richer Indies. O then, my fair and 
feet Imperia, /ive my dear Wife, and I will aſſuredly dye 
thy Ioving and conſtant Husband 

Morofino, 


This Letter Imberiareccives with no ſmall Joy, which 
is ſuddenly blatted by Bondino's Cruelty ; who to bring 
her to his Will debarrs her of all Liberty, and takes a- 
way from | her, her Jewels and beſt Apparel, and makes 
her more hisPrifoner than his Daughter ; wherecat ſhe is 
io cait down, that deſpairing of Moroſimma's Return, and 
Yanquiihd by her Fathers "Tyranny, and Palmerizes his 
Imporunity, grants his Suit,and three days after was fo- 
lemnly contracted and married to him. Palmerins after 
his Marriage, prov*d ſo amorous and kind, that he left 
no coſt unbeſtow'd on her ; but this was not the con- 
tent the defir®d, his age was too frozen and cold for her 
warm vigorous Youth. While Aﬀairs went thus at 
Lrretto, ten months after his promiſe, Moroſino with 
his two friends Aftonicus and Donatolandat Ancoma,wherc 
Mercario mecting, with him, ſalutes him withthe News ot 
Imperia's Marriage with Palmerins ; at which they both 
grieve and wonder. By this time Þmperia heard oftheir 
Arrival, and Merccyio is cmploy*d to beg a priyate Vitit 
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of her, which is immediately granted,and the nextnig] tin 
her own houſe they met, At Moroſmo's firſt entrance into 
her Chamber, ſhe fell at his feet and beg*d his Pardon ; 
he took her up with all the paſſion and tenderneſsima- 
ginable, and then with mutual Embraces they reviv'd 
thoſe Aﬀections , which their long abſence might have 
buried in Oblivion ; and as he promiſes her that ſhe ſhall 
be his ſole and only Love, fo ſhe willingly proteſts to 
him, that he ſhall be more her Husband than Palmerirs. 
Thus for that night they part. 

Next morning Moroſmoand his two Comp anions give 
a publick viſit,and arc courtcouſly receiv*d by Palmerias, 
andin the afternoon Moro/mo and Imperia meet in the 
Garden remote from her Houſe, where ſhe wasnot able 
todeny whatever he had courage to ask ; Theſe un- 
lawful Pleaſures make her beginto ſlight her oldHusband, 
and in a ſhort time,ſo Bold and Impudent was ſhe grown 
in the praCticeof her adulterous Embraces , that they 
were now become Cultomary ; of which her own Fa- 
mily and Servants, (eſpecially Richardo Nephew to Pal- 
merius, a youth of eightecn,) could not but take notice 
ofit, and make their Remarques upon it. Moroſmo-was 
not content only thus to enjoy Imperia, but knowing that 
hisExpences far exceeded his Eitate , and — 
that Palmerius his Wealth would bear up his Port, an 
Imperia ſo much his own, that ſhe was ht for any im- 
preſſion, and capable of any Deſign, that would advance 
Its Fortunes and confirm thcir Contents, refolves to 
Murder Palmerins. To this end, at thcir next meeting 
they conſult onit,and after divers wayes propos'd,it was 
at laſt agreed to be moſtſafe, to Stitle him in Bed be- 
tween two Pillows, which would lcave no cauſe of ſul- 
pition behind it. Meoreoſ#no after dinner invites Attomicrs 
and Donato toa walk in the ficlds, and there acquaints 
them with the deſign ; and that it was his own and 
Imperia's requelt, that they would aliilſt them in it. Which 
Aſtonicus and Donato cheerfully promis'd, and having 


{worn ſecrecy to cach other, they return'd to their 
I 4 Lodg. 
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Lodging, where they drank a Health to the ſucceſs of 
their great Buline', The next day Moroſm? relates all 
to his [z79eria, who overioyd thereat, and Impatient of 
all dc] ays, concludes to have: the buſineſs finiſht the 
next night after. 

The diſmal night is now come, and the clock ſtrikes 
twelve when Moreſins, Aﬀonicus, and Denato go to 
Palmerizs tis Houie, where at the Strect Door they tind 
Imperia Tcdy to reccive them, where leaving Donato to 
& "FE Nc Door , Morefmo gnd Aſtonicns le: ding Imperia 
without their Shocs, in \\ oollen Pumps up the Stairs 
io crown Chamber, ſhe gave cach of them a Pillow 
and any ted them to Palmerins his Chamber , where En« 

ring in, whilit the guarded the iZoor , they ſtifled him 
wr, thruit a ſmall Orange into his Mouth; they gently 
ſhut the Door, and with filence went back to their 
Ledging, at; ud Imperia tohcrked. 

1 he new morning, DÞnperia went to Maſsat St. Frances 
Churci ; in the mtcrim, came a Meſlenger with a Let- 
ter rom Ferding t0 Palmerizs, which his Nephew Richar- 
dy recciving, carricd up to his Uncles Chamber, where 
on Unc FIQyr hc tound a rich pairof Gloves, which he 
knew bcloigd tw Aoreimo and putin his Pocket ; when 
gong to his Eod-fide, lic drew the Curtains and found 
him dead mm his Bcd with a {mall Orange in his Mouth 
At this he made {0 loud an Outcry , that ſeveral of the 
Servants came up, who tceing their Maſter dead, bc- 
liev'd he had fropp'd his own Breath, by putting thc O- 
range im his Mouth : But ' Richard remembring Morefins's 
Gloves which he found, and the familiar Dalliances he 
had »ofcen teen between his Aunt and him ; went prc- 
icatily and acqua intcd the Podeſtate with the Mur 
ther of his Uncle, and itrong = charg'd it upon his Aunt 
and Mr {i210 on whom hc crav'd jultice. 

i 1 e Podeftate bein ' ſatisficd in the Circumitances, ſends 
B15 {0 $038 with his Coach to St. Francs to lure In- 
PCr ic thither, who was no ſoorcr come but he charg'd 
Ecr and her Fnamorato Moreſino, with the — 

(1 


= 
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her Husband, for which he conftin'd her that day to his 
own houſe, and ſent his Officers to ſeize Moroſmo, who 
ſo ſtrongly beſet his Lodging, -that though he and his 
two Friends were well arm'd, they thought their beſt 
reſiſtance would he in vain, and therefore delivered up 
their Perſons, Piſtols and Swords, and were committed 
to the common Priton of the City. Bendino hearing the 
fad News of theie pailiges at Loretro, ſuddenly fell ſick 

and dycd. 
The third day after, Moroſmo, Aſtonicus and Donato 
were {eparatcly cxamin'd , but neither of them would 
contets any thing, whereupon Afonicrrs was put tothe 
Rack, which 'T'orments he endur'd, iti!l affirming his 
Innocence; an hour after Donato was adjudg'dto the Scor- 
ies, Who being but ofa weak Conſtitution, his right 
oot no ſooner telt the tire, but with Tears he confels'd 
the whole Truth in all it's Circumſtances. In the Af- 
ternoon the Judges ſent for Meorofino, Imperia and Afo- 
nicas, when they charg'd them with Denato's Contellion, 
who was brought in a Chair to confront them ; where- 
upon they immediately own'd the Fact, and coniirm'd 
Donato's Account of it. Upon which they were all four 
ſentenc'd tobe hang'd next morning, at the common place 
of Execution. Imperia next day had notice that her Un- 
cle Scignior Beoninolad obtain'd her Pardon,atwichſhe 
askt the Mellenger if Meroſino was pardon'd too, who an- 
fwerd,No ; then faid ſhe 1 will dye with him; and though 
the Judges came and advis'd her to hve, and all her 
Relations intreated her toacccpt the Pardon, ſhe would 
not be periwaded , but her anfwer to the latte was, ! 
hate Life if he mult dye. *I he next day firit Dozato and 
then Aft caters were executed, then came Afcreſime who 
taking lcave of Imperia earneitly detir'd her to accept her 
Lite, winch now was the only Favour ſhe could gratihe 
him in, and fo was turned off. Imperia Was no afrcin 
lylicitcd by the Judges, Fryers and Nuns, but ſhe refus'd 
with difdain,ard voluntarily went upthe Ladder, where 
making a ſhort Spcech to the numerous CR 
bis 
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bid the Executioner do his Office, who immediately 
turn'd her over. Thus lived and thus dyed three young 
Gentlemen, and the conſtant Iperia, than whom never 
any dyed more pitied and lamented. 


If we would conſider the pain of Sin before we commit it , 
the Grace of God would either prevent us init, or the 
puniſhment deter us from it. 


HIST. XVII. 
Don Araneco axd Orminta. 


De Cortez cau/eth his Sou Don Araneoto marry Orminta, 
and then commits Adultery and Inceſt with her ;, and by her 
means and for her ſake poyſoneth hu old Wife Aſpatia, 
and makes her Brother Delrio, kill her Chamber-Maid 
Dian. Don Araneo afterwards kills Delrio in a Duel, 
Orminta's Brains are daſh't out by a Horſe, and De Cor- 
tez bebeaded and bis Body burnt. 


ey the City of Santarem in Portugal, dwelt an ancient 
Gentleman named Don Alonzo de Cortez,, whoſe Wite 
was Dona Aſpatia ; they had now liv'd happily in the Sa- 
cred Bonds of Marriage near fourty years, and had two 
Sons and four Daughters, all which dyed young except 
Don ggraneo, who for his excellent Parts, compleat Bree- 
ding and Courtſhip , was eſteem'd a moſt accomp'iſh'd 
_ , and one of the prime Cavalicrs in all Portu- 
ah. 

: Six Leagues from Santarem, dwelt a young Gentle- 
woman very handſom, and a Widdow, named Dons Or- 
minta ;, to this Lady, old Cortez. (having now left the 
Vertues of his Youth to grow vicious in his Age) makcs 
his addreſs by frequent Viſits, and diſcovers the violent 
flames of his raging Luſt, which ſhe ſeverely checks him 
for, and withperemptory refuſals, ſcorns and denies his 
Jaicirious Suit. But he 1s as conſtant in his ſollicitations 
as ſhe in her diſlain, when at laſt Orminta pereciving, 

c 
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he paſſionately affected her ; told him plainly, that if he 
everthought to gratific his defires in her Love and Kind- 
neſs, he muſt firſt cauſe her to be married to his Son 
Don Araneo, which once effected, ſhe ſwore to deny him 
nothing. De Cortez wondred at this ſtrange propoſal, 
and knew not what readily to anſwer to it, but going 
home ſeriouſly confults with himſelf about it, very wil- 
ling he was to preſerve his Sous Honour and Bed nnde- 
fild, that point he found very tender, but alas ! Or- 
minta's Beauty had ſo great a power and command 
over him, that it eaſily conquer'd his moſt ſerious and 
vertuous Conſiderations. "The next day he made her a- 
nother Viſit, but ſhe was fixt to her firſt reſolve, and 
would not recede a tittle from it; when like an old Lech- 
er, rather than loſe the pleaſure of his obſcene Luft , he 
promiſed to uſe all means poſſible to prevail with his 
Son to marry her, and at his returnhome motion'd the 
Matchto him; Don Araneo after a ſhort time of Conſt- 
deration, told him he very well approv'd of it, efpeci- 
ally ſince he was pleas'd to diredt his Aﬀections in it, and 
ſome time after, rode over to St. Efianze to make his 
Court to her , who ſcem'd wondrous coy on purpoſe 
to draw him on with more Vigour and Earneſt- 
nels. 

While thus the Father under-hand, and the Son open- 
ly , courted Qrminta, Dena A(patia, Den Araneo's Mother, 
by many ſtrong reaſons , fought to divert him from 
her, and peremptorily on her Bleſſing, forbid him to 
marry her, adding that if he did, more Miſery would 
attend thoſe unhappy Nuptials, than was yet poſlible 
for him cither to know or conceive. Den Aranco pon- 
der'don theſe Speeches, and for a month forbore to vilit 
Orminta, which made her frown on De Certez, win 
inquires of him what made him fo ſtrange and cold in 
his AtteCtions to Orminta; Areneo made a vcry modeſt 
Excuſe, wholly concealing his Mothcrs advice to him 
nit, Orminta was mad to ſce her hopes of Den Araneo 
almoſt fruſtrate, and asks Ne Cortez the caule of his 
| | $ons 
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Sons Averſnels, who told her he ſuppos'd it was his 
Mother who had diverted him ; whereat in a rage ſhe 
told him , The old Beldam his Wife muſt firſt be ſent 
to Heav'nbefore he can hope to enjoy her, or ſhe his 
Son on Earth;and withal voluntarily otter'd to make aVi. 
ſit to herand poylon her , which De Cortez, would by no 
means admit of,but promiſed ſpeedily to perform it him- 
{clf. Upon this ſhe took care to provide him the Poyſon, 
which he adminiſtred to her in preſerved Barberies, whieh 
he obſerv'd ſhe lov'd very well andoften cat of, fo that in 
three days after Aſfpatia dyed , whereat Den Aran 
wept bitterly, not in the leaſt ſuſpecting ſhe was 
poytorrd, 

Orminta underſtanding Aſpatia was dead, 1s marvel. 
louſlly pleas'd, and in three months atter De Cortez and 
ſhe dealt fo politickly with Araneo , that he married 
her and brought her home to his Lewd Fathers Houſe, 
who as oftcn as he pleas'd commits Adultery and Inceſt 
with her, but to clandeſtincly that for two years Aran 
had not the leaſt inkling of it. But Dian her waiting 
Woman, took notice of this unlawful familiarity of hers 
with De Cortez., which hcr Miltreſs undcritanding, beat 
her ſeverely tor it, and twice whip'd hcr naked in her 
Chambcr, and dragg'd her about by the Hair; which 
Dian relolving to be reveng'd for , acquaints her young 
Maitcr Araneo with this foul Butincls, between his Wife 
and his Father, at which he was fo armaz'd and griev'd, 
that he ſcoraing to be an cyec-witnels of his own ſhame, 
and thcir grievous Crimes, which had now made them as 
unworthy of his Sight and Company, as thcy were of 
his Love and Refpcct ; took horte and rode away to 
Lb, 2nd from thence went directly to Spain, relol- 
ving to make his Relidence with the Court at Madrid. 

De Cortez, and Orminta 1ccing, this his ſudden depar- 
ture, which they were confcious would make apparent 
tothe World thote horrid Crimes they had fo privately 
1ndulg'd themiclves in, and knowing that none but Dian 
could have made this Dilcovery to hcr Husband; the 

pro- 
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ovides her {elf with rods, intending the next morning 
to glut her anger and Indignation with a ſharp Revenge : 
but Dian having notice of this the night before, takes 
Horſe, and rideshome to her Fathers Houſe, and there 
from point to point relates all the former pallages, and 
publiſhes, the Adulterics of her Miſtreſs. Orminta being 
advertiz'd hereof ſends for her Brother Delrio, and ac- 
quaints him with the baſe "Treachery of her Maid againſt 
her Honour ; proteſting both her own and De Cortez, 
his Innocency , which he too credulouſly believing, 
bidsher be of good cheer, and he will ſoon take fuch 
Order, that her maids Tongue ſhall no longer ſpit her 
envenom'd malice againſt her injurd Reputation. Thus 
tomake good his promiſe tohis Siſter , Delrio rode over 
to St. Sawiours, and there by night waiting at the Door, 
as Dian Came out ina dark night, ran her through the 


Body intwo ſeveral places , upon which ſhe tell down 


dead without ſpeaking one word, and he poſted away 
to Santarem being neither ſeen nor diſcovered. As foon 
ashe came thither he inform'd his Siſter what he had 
done, who infinitcly glad thereof gave him many thanks, 
and now bent her whole malice againſt her Kusband , 
Dm Araneo, cunningly provoking her Brother to accom- 
pliſh it, which he{thus cxafſpcrated by her Policy )vows to 
ettect, & that he would immcdiately fight him if he did 
butknow in what partef the\Vorld to find him in. When 
behold {as it were to bind him to Iis promiſe) news of 
his Reſidence at Madrid is accidentally brought him by a 
Servant purpolcly tent to Santarem with theſe cnfuing 
Letters; the one to his Father the other to 1.8 \Wite, 


Aranco to De Cortez. 

\ \ / As there no. Women inthe Werld fer you to abile but 
my I ite? If Natrre wenld mot inferm you that T am 

4 have taught 


neur Son, yet you are my Father ;, andit ſhould 
: ; J 


. 
> 
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you to have been more natural to 1e, mere honcuravle tot 
and more rel:s ions to God ; 


thn 


IWorld, mere reſpectful to your [ , 
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than to have made your ſelf Guilty of the foul Crimes of 4 
dultery, and Inceſt; the leaſt of which zs ſo odions to God a 
deteſtable to Men , that I want Terms to expreſs it. Th 
ſhame and infamy whereof, has made me leave Portugal fir 
Spain, and forſake Santarem to live and dye at Madrid, 
I wonder that you in the Winter of your Age, which make; 
you fitter for your Grave than my Bed, ſhould be guilty of þ 
unnatural a Crime , which if you do not redeem with Tear, 
and Repentance , I fear you will be 35 miſerable as you har 
made me unfortunate. Araneo, 


Araneo to Orminta. 
FF, the conſideration that T was thy Husband could not in 
Grace deter thee from the Commiſſion of that foul Sin of 
Adultery , yet the remembring that he was my Father ſhoull 
in Nature have made thee both abhor and deteſt the Inceſt 
What Devil poſſeſs thy Heart with Luſt, and thy Soul with 


Imp! P I cannot tell; But ſince thy mordinate Luſts hav 
brought Miſery to me, and ſhame to thy ſelf; I no longer 


eſteem thee my Wife, but look on theewith aneyze of Inaig- 
nation as the World does of Contempr. 


Aranco. 


De Cortez, and Orminta at the reading of theſe Let- 
ters, were {tung in their Conſciences, and curſe Dian 
and her Mcmory, yet they reſolve to bear up their Re- 
putations inthe \World, and by the Juſtification of their 
Innocency , follicite his return, and to that purpoſe 
write to him in the molt plautible Terms that deviliſh 
Hypocrites could invent ; gilding over their Impious 
Adulteries with Pious Pretenſions. Dom Araneo having 
receiv'd thele Letters, was too prudent to be impos'd 
upon with their Flatteries, or credit their fair words; and 
that they might know his Reſolution, negleCting his 
Father, tends Ormiztathis Letter. 


franeco 
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Araneo to Orminta. 


4 he + Letter has rather confirm'd than diminiſh'd my Con- 
fidence of the Truth of thoſe Beſtial Crimes thou art puil- 
ty of ; and I prize the A "ogy of thy Innocency at Sia 
rate, that I diſdain it po thy Sake, and thy ſelf for thy 
own. 1 grieve at thy Maid Dians Death, fearing that you 
both have been concern'd in it, and if you are ſo, be aſſur d that 
God will revenge it to his Glory, a puniſh it to your Confu- 
Araneo. 


ſoon. : 


This Letter inflames Orminta with envy and malice, 
who now again repairs to her Brother Delrio as to her 
Champion, ſhews him Araneo's Letters, and requeſts 
his Advice to regain herHonour,either by bringing home 
her Husband, or removing him out of the World, that 
her wrongs may dye with him, and be buried together 
in the Grave of Oblivion, Delrio prays her to refer it to 
his care, and gives her good night ; the next morning ta- 
king an intimate and valiant friend, call'd Seignior Gra- 
mont, along with him, they went to Madrid, where be- 
ing arriv'd, he wrote a Challenge to Araneo, and ſent it 
by Gramont who deliver d it to him, Araneo having 
read it with a cheerful Countenance return'd this anſwer, 
Pray tell Delrio that my Friend, my Sword, and my ſelf, will 
be at his Service to morrow at the hour and place appom- 
red, 

The morning no ſooner appear'd, but Delrio with his 
friend Gramont came to the Prads on Horſe-tack, and 
the like did Don Araneo, with a Gentleman ram'd Den 
Francio Thurins in his Coach. As ſoon as they faw 
eachother, wy threw off their Doublets, and without 
Complements drew, and paſs'd furiouſly, after ſeveral 
Breathings, at the firſt bout Dew Aranco ran Delrio clean 
through the Body, wherewith falling, he redoubles his 
'Thruit, and nails him {ſtark deadto the Ground, fo 
binding up his Wounds, by a private way he went home 
to his Lodging, and the next day cauies Delrio's wo. 

dy 


n—_— 
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dy to be decently buried: after which Gramont returns 
home, and from: point to pomt relates the Iflue of the 
Combate to De Cortez and Orminta, adding withat, 
that he was ſo reſerved and itrange, that he refuſed to 
write to either of them, which, though they ſeemed to 
be troubled at, they ſtill continucd their bealtly fins, as 
if they either not fearcd, or not believed a Judgment to 
Come. 

About ten days after, as Orminta was riding to Coim- 
bra , to viſit a ſick Kinftwoman, as ſhe came within a 
ſmall League of the Town , a Hare ſuddenly ſtarts up 
between her Horſcs Legs, which ſo frighted him, thathe 
ſtumbled, andthen threw her to the ground, and kicking 
her with his hind foot, ſtruck her m the Forehead, and 
daſhed out her Erains. 

At this inſtant, as the Foot-boy was lamenting the 
death of his Miltreſs, there tortuned to pats by two Cor- 
rigidors ( or Ofncers of Julticc) of Cambra, in their 
Coach, who tecing the mourntul Spectacle, allighted 
out of the Coach, and cnquired who ſhe was, whereof 
being informed by the Foot-bov, they took up the Boe 
dy, and Carricd it to Cormbra, trom whence tney lent to 
De Coricz,, detiring him to come thither, and take order 
tor hcr Funcral. In the mean time they 1ecured her 
Kings, Jewcls, and other Apparel, and ſearched her 
Pockets likewilc ior Gold, im one whercof they tound 
the la!t Leitcr which her Huzsband , Don Aranes ,, had 
ſent her irom 17:44, and tor the reading thereof with- 
drew themiclves to a private Chamber, whereby under- 
itanding the ob'{cene Pleatures, Adultery and Inceſt 
or De Cortex with his Daughter in Law, they much won- 
dred, but when they read the Clauſe wherein he taxcth 
them for Dis Dcath, they fy little,but agree to fcize 
and impriiQ1 De Cortes alloon as he ſhall come thither.In 
the interim they ak the Foot-bov if his Lady had not a 
Maid named zz, he {ad Ycs, and that ſhe was lateiy 
niurthered; but by whom unknown; that her Fathcr 
bved at St, $:4.075, and was called Seignicnr Panlo Ca- 
ſtrucehno : 
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ftrucchio: they ſecured the Boy and ſent preſently for 


Caſtrucchio ; this done, De Cortez, the ſamenight artived 
and was ſeized, when he leaſt thought of it, and com- 
mitted cloſe Priſoner. The next rhorning - came Ca- 
chio, who hearing all the former Paſſages and Dow 

Araneo's Letter, believes them guilty and craves Juſtice 
on De Cortez, for the ſame. After Dinner they ſent for 
him to appear,and Caſtrucchio accuſed him, but De Cortes 
ſtoutly enyed it, and being put tothe Rack, bore the 
Torments of it with a fortitude beyond his Age or 
Strength. Caſtrucchio then prayed eight days time, to 
make good his accuſation, which is freely granted, and 
in two days time, brings in a new —_— "4 hind 
for poyſoning his Lady Aſpartia. Upon this -he is ſent 
for to appeara ſecondtime, but as before, ſo now he re= 
ſolutely denies all, and is adjudg'd again to the Rack, 
but before his Torments,the Judges ſent ſome Divines to 
him to work upon his Conſcience, which they did with 
ſo good effeft, that he confeſſed himſelf guilty of poy- 
ſoning his own Lady , but altogether innocent - 0 
Dian's Death. Then being ask'd if Orminta was guilty 
he ſaid, true it was that ſhe bought the poyſon and 
he adminiſtred it; for which her dead Body was that 
afternoon burnt at the common place of Execution,and 
De Cortez, was condemned to looſe his head, from which 
Sentence he appealed to Santarem, where the firſt Sen- 
tence is contirm'd, and anaddition thereto, that his Body 
ſhould be burnt and his Aſhes thrown into the Air. 

Thenext morning a Scaffold was erctted at his own 
Door, whereon he loſt his Head, the reſt of the Sen- 
tence being executed to the ſatistaftion of Jultice and 
content of all the Spectators. 


Thws the wicked Luft of old De Cortez, meeting with 
the inſatiable Ambition of young Orminta, they agreed 
in a helliſh Contra, which the Devil witneſſed, and the 

Vengeance of Heaven ſeverely punihed: 


R HIST, 
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HIST. XVIII. 
Benevente «xd his two bloudy Daugliters. 


Fidelia and Celeſtina cauſe Carpi and Monteleon, with 
their two Lacquies , Lorenzo and Anſelmo , to murther 
their Father, Captain Benevente. Monteleon and his 
Lacquey are drowned. Fidelia hangs her ſelf. Lorenzo 
condemned for a Robbery, on the Gallows confeſſes the Mur- 
ther. Carpi is beheaded, and Celeſtina beheaded and 


burnt. 


FF Otranto, a City of Apulia in Italy, dwelt an ancient, 
rich and valiant Gentleman, termed Capt. Benewvente, 
who, by his deceaſed Lady, had a Son, named Seigni- 
or Alcaſero, and two Daughters, called Fidelia and Ce- 
leftma, who continucd at home with their Father, whilſt 
Alcaſero lived altogether at Naples, with the Spaniſh 
Viceroy. 

Capt. Benevente was a Gentleman beloved and honou- 
red by all the Nobility of Apulia, ſo that his Houſe was 
like an Academy for all MartialExcrcifes;and as theBeau- 
ty of his two Daughtcrs, amongſt ſo great reſort, could 
not be long unſeen, or uncourtcd; fo were they addref- 
ſed to by many Perions, of great Worth and Quality, 
who fought them in Marriage ; but ſuch was the averſe- 
nc{s of their Father's Temper, that he conſtantly crof- 
ſed all motions of that nature, to the great "I'rouble 
and Diſcontent of his Daughters. Alcaſero 18 now re- 
tur.cd trom Naples to Otrento, and his two Siſters ac- 
quaint him with the ſeverity of their Father's Humour 
towards thcm , and delire him to intercede for them, 
who dealt 16 cticctually with his Father, that he told 
him, he had provided the Baron of Carp: for Fidelia, and 
the Knight 2-4,-clcon tor Celeſtina,and that in fifteen days g 
they would come over to ſee them, at which the young 
[ adics were extreamly pleated. Within. the time-ap- 
pojnted thele two Noblemen come, and are _—_ w_ 

iked, _ 


Hiſt. XVIII. Benev. & 4 two Daughters. 1 3X 

liked, Carpi being Crookbackt, and Montelecn lame ofa 
Leg: Benevente receives and entertains them nobly , 
whilſt his Daughters treat them with Frowns and Dil- 
dain; he tells them plainly they ſhall marry theſe, and 
no other; the Father pretles them, and the Noblemen 
importune them to confirm the Contrafts, but they 


plainly anfwer, they neither can nor will force their At- 


teCtions to comply with all his unreaſonable Commands. 
'The young Ladies are very much diflatisfied with their 
Father's Perverſeneſs, who, they think, uſurps too much 
upon the freedom of their choice, by his politive and ri- 
gorous Orders. This, atlength, bred ill bloud , and 
they begin to hate him, which Fidelia firſt diſcovers to 
her Siſter in her Complaints, That, for her part, ſince 
her Father is ſo reſolute, ſhe had rather ſee him laid in 
his Grave, than be forced by him to marry that Man 
ſhe cannot affect : Celeſtina declared her ſelf of the ſame 
Opinion, adding withal, that the ſooner he was difpatch- 
cd, the better : 'Thns they conclude his death, and as 
to the manner of it, aftcr many Conſultations, they 
think it molt ſafe to engage Carp: and Aonteleon to ettect 
it. To this end they now change the Scene, and pre- 
tend to love thoſe they mortally hated, which fo pleaſes 
the two Noblemen , that with much urgency they im- 
portune them to Marriage; but they told them it was 
impoſſible, { long as their Father lived; for though he 
ſeemed ta countenance and encourage them in their 
Suit, yet he had given them expreſs Commands not to 
love them, which was the true reaſon of that Shght and 
Diſreſpe&t they had all along received them with. "The 
Noblemen were taken in the trap, and never conſidered 
the 'Treachery of thoſe deceitful and bloudy minded 
Ladies, but joyntly engage themitlves, in a ſhort time 
to remove him who was the miſtaken Subiect of their 
Hate, and his Daughters Ditobedience. 

« Capt. Benevente uſed often, aficr Ninner, to ride 
to his Viacyard, and now and then to a neighbou- 
ring Village: Carp: and Monte/con took their L acquics, 

2 L.crenzo 
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Lorenzo and Anſelmo, and diſguiſing themſelves; ſet up- 
on him at the corner of a Wood, with their Swords and 
Piſtols, attended only with his Servant Fiamenti, whom 
after they had murdered, they carried their Bodies to 
the top of an adjacent Hill, and threw them down in- 
to a deep Quarry, full of thick Buſhes and Brambles. 
” Thenthey conſulted of their Flight, Carps took Poſt to 
Naples, and Monteleon with his Lacquey rode to Brundu- 
ſium, but on the way Monteleon's Horſe fell down dead 
under him, and he was forced to diſmount his Lacquey 


and ride his horſe, leaving him to follow after a-Foot. - 


At length nearthe Village Blenquettelle he met with a 
ſwift Ford paſſable only with Horſes, which conſtrained 
him to take up his Lacquey Anſe/mo behind him ; but 
in the midſt of the Water his Horſe ſtumbled, and fo 
violent was the Torrent of the River that before they 

could recover themſelves , they were both drowned. 
By this time Beneventeand his Man, were both miſſing 
and not to be heard of , Alcaſero who was now at Na- 
les, was acquainted with it by his Siſters and grievoul- 
y laments, for fear any miſchief ſhould have befallen 
him, promiſing great rewards to any | wry who 
could give intelligence of him. After five dayes ſearch 
and no news of him, his Daughters with all the counter- 
feit Paſſions of Sorrow, begin to ſuſpect he 15 murthered 
by his Servant Fiaments , who alone went out with him, 
and had not ſince been heard of Alcaſers's Grief was 
as real as theirs was feigned, and left nothing unat- 
tempted that might lead to a diſcovery, but all had 
hithcrto been in Vain ; when it happened oneday, that 
ſome Gentlemen who were hunting the Stag near Alp;- 
ata, he being now tyred with a long purſuit ran for 
Shelter in to the Cy among the Buſhes, whither the 
Hunters following him, they diſcovered two dead Bo- 
dics, which the Crows had pitifully mangled , and ap- 
proaching ncarer, they knew them by their Cloaths to 
be Benevente and his Man Fiamenti, which they gave 
Alcaſero and his Siltcrs noticeof, the Bodics were brought 
ts 
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' to Otranto that night in a Coach, where they were the 


ſame Evening interred, with as much decency as the 
ſhort time would allow, but with Floods of Tears from 
Alcaſero, whilſt his two Siſters wept like Crocodiles. 
Next day News came, that Monteleon and his Lacquey 
were both drowned, which added yet moreto the fatis- 
fattion of theſe bloody Siſters , who heartily withed 
that Carpi and his Lacquey, might meet with the ſame 
Fate. bi weeks werE now paſt, ſince the Funeral of 
Benevente when Alcaſero began to think it ſtrange that 
Carpi came not to condole with him for his Fathers 
Deathand renew his Suit to his Siſter , which made 
him entertain ſome jealous thoughts, though at theſame 
time, he had no probable ground of Suſpicion. But a- 
bout a Month after, Carp; having heard nothing of the 
Premiſes, fends a Lacquey over to Fidelia at Otranto 
with this Letter. 


Carpi zo Fidelia. 

"rm are ſome reaſms, for which I have not lately ſeen 

Otranto, what they are none can better imagine than 
Nour ſelf; when thy Sorrows are cverblown I will come tothee 
having now given thee ſo true and real 6 reef of my Aﬀettion, 
that thou canſt not in Fuſtice ever doubt thereof. I pray 
ſtgnifie to me how thy Brother ſtands affetted towards me ; 
Thy Anſwer ſhall have many kiſſes, and I will ever both 
benour and bleſs the hand that wri it. Carpi. 


The Lacquey comes to Otranto, delivers the Letter 
to Fidelia and requeits her Antwer ; But ſhe was now 
wholly altered from her former Reſolutions, a deep 
Melancholly ſeiz'd her even to dcfpair , ſhe hated all 
Company, was afraid of her own Shadow, and thinks 
every Houle will fall upon her Head; this makes her 
forſake her Devotion, look pale and gaſtly, in which con- 


_ dition (at the Importunity of Carp!'s Lacquey) ſhe retur- 


ncd this Anſwer, 
K 2 Fi- 
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Fidelia to Carpi. 

Y Fathers Death hath altered my Diſpoſition, for I am 

wholly additted to Mourning and not to _— I pray 
trouvle not your ſelf to come to Otranto, for the beſt Com- 
fort Tcan recerve, ws, that it x impoſſible for me to recerve any. 
I never doubted thy affeftion, nor will groe thee cauſe to fear 
mine , for Tam reſolved either to marry thee or my Grave. 
How my Brother ſtands affetted T tannot tell, but I think 
he neither loves thee for my ſake, nor my ſelf for Thine. 
Live thou as happy as Ifear I ſhall dye miſerable. 

Fidelia. 


Having ſent -away this Letter, ſhe is now again di- 
ſtracted in her "Thoughts, which her Brother and Friends 
endeavour to remove by good Counſel; but all in vain, 
fince they! are ignorant of the true cauſe thereof. In a 
wor'l, ſhe grows weary both of the World, and het 
Life, and would kiſs that hand would kill her, having 
her Fathcr's Murther always in her mind, which was ſo 
terrible to her, that ſhe refolved to lay violent hands on 
her {elf, rather than endure the tormenting pains of an 
evil Conſcience. To this end ſhe took Poylon, but that 
would not work; ſhe ſought her Knife and Penknite, but 
hading neither, ſhe belted faſt her Chamber door, and 
tying one of her Silk Garters to the Teſter of the Bed, 
there hanged hor (elf, Dinner being ſerved in, Alcaſers 
and Cele#;za call for their Siſter Fidelia, when one of the 
Servants going to hex Chamber, brought word, that the 
Key was on the outhde, and the door bolted within, yet 
ſhe anſwered not. Whercupon Alcaferg ordered the door 
to be broke open, where catring, he ſaw his Siſter Fide- 
[rs hanging to the Beditcad dead, and her Bodv coal 
black, and horribly ſtinking, at which ſight they were 
all atrizhted : The Officers of Juſtice being firſt acquaini- 
tc will this dread{ull Accident, gave leave that the 
Rog frould be taken down, and privately buricd in the 
Geri. | 
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Return we now to Carpi, who having received Fide- 


lia's Letter , wonders at the Contents, but reſolves to 
ſecond his firſt with this enſuing Letter. 


Carpi fo Fidelia, 

He not thy laſt forbid me to pay thoſe Reſpefts due to thy 

Merit and my Afﬀection, I had ſeen Otranto on pur- 
poſe to comfort my Fidelia, though, were matters rightly 
weighed, I have more reaſon to ſorrow than thy ſelf, yet I 
hope I am far from Deſpairing. Endeavour to love thy ſelf, 
and not hate me, ſo ſhalt thou draw Belicity out of Affliction, 
and I Security out of Danger. Let thy ſecond Letter give m2 
balf ſo much Foy as thy firſt did Grief, and then ſball I re- 
Joyce more than I now lament. Carpt. 


This Letter was brought by Feeſco, one of Carpi's Lac- 
quies, who coming to Orranto, as he walked in the Court 
before the Houſe, was ſpved by 4lcaſero, who ſent to 
know whoſe Servant he was, but he refuſed to give any 
account. Alcaſero ordered him to be carried down into 
the Cellar, where he was plentitully entertained with 
Wine,andinvited to Dinncr,but would ncither by intrea- 
ties nor threats be prevailed upon to diſcover him(clf. 
Alcaſero told him he taw him there fifteen dzys ago , but 
Fieſco 18 ſilent; Alcaſero then offered him twenty Du» 
cats to diſcloſe himſelt and his butincts. T his took, and 


.the Lacquey told him he belonged to Carr, and had a 


Letter from him to F:delia, which he delivers to .21ra{. ro, 
and thereby his ſuſpicion of Carp: tor his Father's death 
revives,” but knowing tilence is one main point to make 
out ſuch a Diſcovery,he bid the Tacqucy ftay that, night, 
and he would give him his Anſwer next morning, which 
was this: Tel! the Baron © f Carpt, thy Al. fer, that my 
Sifter Fidclia 75 in anvther World, and that I therily rei log 
to fee him at Naples, and m the intern will keep bes Letter. 

Frefco knowing his fault, never returns to iis Maltcr, 
and Alcaſero minding his Promiſe, fpocds to Naples, to 
the Criminal Judges , there accutes Cir: for Bryerrente's 
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Murther, for which he is apprehended, and adjudged to | ob 
the Rack, which torments bo endured, and ſtill denied | wh: 
all, ſo that the Court by publick Sentence clear him: but he 
Alcaſero will not; for after ſix months time, when Carp; nex 
was ſound in his Limbs again, by Plantinas he ſent him || W* 
this challenge. ſon 


Alcaſero ts Carpi, con 

AR the Law hath cleared thee for my Father's Muy- 
ther, yet my Conſcience cannot; and I ſhould be a || G3 
Menſter of Nature vt to ſeek Revenge for his Death who | * 
ave me Life and Being: Wherefore I requeſt thee to meet An 
me at Eight to morrow, after Supper, at the Weſt end of the || 
Common Vineyard, where I will attend thee with a couple of up 


Rapiers, the choice whereof ſhall be thine. If thou wilt ma ow 
uſe of a Second, he ſhall not depart without meeting one to ex= || P\ 
change a Thruſt or two with him. Alcaſero. - 


Upon Receipt hereof Carp: was in doubt with himſelf t 
what to do, but atlaſt bid Plantinus tell him, That though |} ® 
he had not deſerved his Malice yet he accepted his Chal. fi 
lenge, but would fight ſingle, being unprovided of a Se- {c 
cond. "The morning is now come, and both Carpi and | * 
Alcaſero met in the field, where it was Carp?'s fortune ta ( 
have the day, by leaving Atcafers ſpeechlets, (and as he { 
ſuppoſed clead,) in theheld, but by the great Care and a 
Skill ofhisChirurgion he was atlaſt cured of his Wounds, \ 
and lived to ſee his Father's Murther diſcovered, and the 
Atlaſſins puniſhed. 

Aitoon as Alcaſero was recovered of his Wounds, he 
returned to Orranto, where Celeſtina did now more tri- 
umph for Carp/s freedom than before ſhe trembled at his 
Impriſonment. 50 that now being out of fear, ſhe mar- 
r:cs a noble young Gentleman, with whom ſhe had li- 
ved cbpve fix Weeks ; but Lorenzo, Carpi's Page, who 
had his Matters Pocket at pleaſure, to keep ſecret Bene- 
wwnte's Murthcr, grows debauched, lewd and dillolute, 
erd being one day ſent on an Errand by his Maſter, he 

| gbſer- 
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obſerved a Gentlewoman to pull out a Purſe of Gold, 
wherein were five and twenty Ducatoons mn Gold, which 
he ſtole from her, and being taken in the fat , was the 
next day convicted, and adjudged to be hang'd. Carps 
was ſtrangely ſurprized to hear this News, went to Pri- 
ſon to him, and promiſed , if he would not reveal the 
buſineſs he was concerned in, he wonld be a faithful and 
conſtant Friend to his Mother and Brothers. 

Lorenzo promiſed ſecrecy, but being brought to the 
Gallows, upon the Ladder, confeſſes that he and the 
Baron of Carpi his Maſter, together with Monteleon and 
Anſelmo , had murthered Benewente and his Man Fiamen- 
ti, and threw them into the Quarry, the which he took 
upon his Death was true, and ſo was turn'd off, Loren- 
ze being thus hanged , Carps is apprehended, who being 
put to the Rack, diſcovers the Murther in every par- 
ticular as Lorenzo had done, adding withal, that Celeftina 
and her dead Silter Fide/;a drew them into it, proteſting 
they had never done it bur at their Requeſts. Upon 
which he was condemned to have his right hand cut off 
firſt, and then his Head. Which done Celeftins was 
ſeized at a Wedding, making merry with her Friends, 
and committed to Priſon, who underſtanding the former 
Confeſſions and Executions, confeſſed the whole , and 
ſo was judged to have her Head cut off, her Body burnt, 
and her Aſhes thrown into the Air, which the next day 
was performed accordingly. 


Oh wicked and bloody Daughters of unhapy Benevente ! 
If Murther is a Scarlet Sin, Parricide u a Crime ſa 
much of a deeper Die, as the mdiſpenſable Duty to out 
Parents « above our common Reſpect toour Nerghbours. 
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HIST. XIX. 
Dario «xd Cleandra. 


Coligni ſeeks Cleandra in Marriage, but ſhe owes Dario, 


Varini courts her for Coligni but in vain, whereupon Co.ſ: 


Iigni rails againſt both, for which Varini challenges bim 
but i killed. Dario deſires to marry her, but has Father 
againſt it, and ſends him away, whereupon Cleandra 
dyes for Grief ; Dario fights Coligni, and gives him his 
Life, for which he baſely Murders him and is behead- 
ded. 


N Rome were two noble young Gentlemen , the one 
named Seignior Franciſco Coligni, 'the other Seignior 
Andre oVarini, the latter of which had a Siſter fair and 
young named Cleandra, and her Coligni had choſen for 
his Miſtreſs; And as his Wealth made him confident, 
{o he in amorous and honourable Terms, courts her 
by himſelf and Friends, but he is not fo full of hope, 
as ſhe is of disdain, and in few words tells himhis Suit 
will bein Vain, for her AﬀeCtions are pre-engaged. But 
he unwglling to give over his Suit, for the firit denyals, 
acquaints her Brother Varini with his Paſſion for her, 
and deſires his aſſittance, which he promiſes, and likea 
true Friend, earneſtly ſollicits for Coligni, but with no 
luccels , for ſhe tells him her Heart is already diſpoſed 
of ; he defires to know to whom ; ſhe told him (after ſhe 
had ſworn him to ſecrecy) to Scignior Pedro Dario; at 
which he left her, and gave his Friend Colign;, her dehi- 
nitive Anſiver. 

Ceolignti hearing this grows enraged , and abwptly 
walkstrom him, and the next day, in Cardinal Fareſi's 
Gallerv, bcing asked by four or five Gentlemen, tor 
is Friend and Companion Varmi, very paſlionately an- 
iwers, He was a baſe beggarly Gentleman , and his 
Silter Clem tran laſervious dillcmbling Strumpet ; which 
words wcr2 carricd the fame night to Varinz; by tome - 
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the Company , which he highly reſents, but chiefly 
for his Siſters Sake, and will not bear them. There. 
fore next day he goes to Colignis Fathers Houſe, and 
asks for his Son ; his Father directed him into the Gar- 
den, where he enters and meets Coligni with his Hat 
in his hand , and deſires him todiſmiſs his Servants for 
he had a Secret to impart to him. Coligni ſends them 
away, and then Varmi charges him with the former 
Words,whereat Co/igni in a great heat, ſwore they were 
his, and what his 'Tongue had afhrmed, his Sword 
ſhould juſtiftie, on which they cover and abruptly part. 
Cleandya having underſtood that her Brother was gone 
to find out Co{gni, waited his return to know the ltſue, 
which he told her in general "Terms, ſhould ſhortly 
prove to her Honour and his Content, and praying her 
not to be troubled, went to his Chamber , and wrote 


this Challenge. 


Varini zo Coligni. 

Hy ſcandalous Reports like thy Self, are ſo Baſe, and 1 
and my Siiter ſo Honourably deſcended and educated, 
that I doubt not but the diſgrace, which thou haſt ſo unjuſtly 
refletted on ns , will &re long return upon thy ſelf to thy eter= 
nal Shame and Diſhonour, Wherefore as thou art a Gentle- 
man awd a Roman meet me at 5 to morrow morning, behind 
Cardinal Barronvo's Palace, where TI mean to take thy Life 
in ſatisfatticn to my injured Honour, which is allthis canſt 

give. Varini. 


This being delivered to Coligni, he returned this An- 
ſwcr, Tell Seignior Varini, that [ill mot fail to meet him 
according to his Appointment, 

The next morning they met, attended only by their 


* Surgcons , where at the third Encounter Farm:'s Foot 


ſlipping, Co gn: took the advantage,running himthoroug! 
the Body , killed him dead upon the fpot.  Coligns with 
his Surgeon retura to the Cuy, where he lves private 
at a Friends Hou'e near his Fathers. 'I hc qr” =" 

us 


140 God's Revenge againſt Murther. 

this Duel and the event thereof, is quickly ſpread abroad 
whereat Cleandra and her Father grieve inordinately 
Toallayand mitigate their Grief, Seignior Pedro Dary 
proffers his Service, to right his Miſtreſſes Honour 
and Revenge Varin/s Death, which both Cleandre and 
her Father diſſwade him from. Coligni is now grown 
ſo fooliſhly ſottiſh, as notwithſtanding the former and 
preſent diſadvantages he was under, he again by Let- 
ters ſollicits his Suit to Cleandra ; but the report of a 
ſtrict ſearch , which was ordered to be made for him 
forced him to retire, ( disguiſed in a Capuchins Habit ) 
where he ſtole out of the City, and took Poſt-to Pa- 
lerme. 

Dario begins now to make his private Aﬀettion pub- 
lick, and as he had gained Clandra's Heart, endeavours 
toobtain her Friends conſent to the Match, of which his 
FatheFhaving private notice,ſent him from Rometo Na- 
ples , and thence ſhipped him tothe Iſland of Capreato the 
Guard and keeping of Alphonſws Driſca Captain | of the 
Iſland , with charge not to permithim to return in a 
whole year without expreſs order. 

Theſe AfMittions (to loſe her Brother and her Lover, 
and fuffer in honour) coming upon Cleandra, fo immedi- 
ately after one another, over-charge her with grief, 
whereupon ſhe falls deſþ:rately ſick, at which receiving 
a Letter trom Dario, ſhe returns him an Anſwer, and 
twenty dayes aftcr dyes a Love-Martyr. Old Dario 
glad of this, ſends a Servant to Caprea to recal his Son, 
who at the ſad news of Cleandra's Death , grieves'be- 
yond Meaſure, and ſo immoderate was his Sorrow that 
had not the hopes of being revenged on Coligni, revived 
his fainting Spirits, he had then followed his beloved 
Cleandra into another World.In orderto which,he got pri- 
vately on Board a Neopolitan Galley, bound for Sly, 
and lands at Palermo, where the tirlt night lying pri- 
vatein his Inn, he enquires out Coligni , and underitan- 
ding he was in the City, ſent his Lacquey the next mor- 
ning to him with this Challenge, | 
Dario 


Hiſt. 


id. Dario ad Cleand 


T41 


Dario to Coligni.- 

Aving wounded my dear Cieaudara in the ſcandal of her 

Honour, and killed ber Brother Varini in the Field, for 
which ſhe has now ſorrowed away her Life; my trouble to ſur- 
wive ber makes me contemn my own , and ſeek thine ; to which 
end I have left Caprea to find Sicily , and in it Thy ſelf; 
wherefore as thou art Coligni, fail not to meet me this Ewe- 
ning, between five aud ſix, in the next Meadow behind the 
Carthuſians Monaſtery. Thy Generoſity invites Thee, and my 
Aﬀetion and Honour oblige me, to be the onely Gueſts at this 
bloudy Banquet. Dario. 


Colign; receives this Challenge, but not very willingly, 
yet bids the Lacquey tell his Maſter, he would not fail 
to give him his welcome to Palermo. The hour is now 
come, and both Champions meet in the field, attended 
onely by their Chirurgions, who withdrawing into the 
next field, they engage with Fury and Refolution: At 
the three firit Patſes Dario gives Colign: three deep- 
Wounds, without receiving the leaſt Injury from him, 
whereat Ce/ign?s heart failing, he threw away his Ra- 
picr, confeſled his Scandal on Cleandra, and beg?d his 
Pardon. Daris's Revenge though not ſatisfied here- 
with, yet his noble Spirit diſdaining a baſe Act, gives 
Coligni his Life, whereupon they put up their Swords, 
and went together into the City. 

The: News of this Duel is got to Reme before them, 
(though Dario makes haſt thither) and Coligni having, 
obtained his Pardon for killing Yar.zi, came not long 
after. All here generally applaud Dario's Atteftion and 
Humanity, but ſcorn Coligns, for begging and receiving 
his Life, which, though he cannot well digeit, he knows 
not how to redrels ; for he dares not hght him again,and 
to kill him in his Bed he cannot, forhe has no admittance 
to him; and to piltol him in the Street is dangerous, be- 
cauſe of his many followers : So that at laſt he reſolves 
to ſhoot him from a Window, with a Petronel, as he 
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paſſes along the Street,and underſtanding that Dario uſet 
to go to his morring Maſs, at the Engliſh College, hg jjs 
provides himſelf accordingly. On a Monday morning] yy; 
early, he puts himiclf into an unknown houſe, betweal gr 

the ſaid College, and the Pallace of Farreſe, and having 
charged his piece with a brace of Bullets, prim'd and}. 
cock'd, he ſaw Dario in the Street, upon his prancing 
Barbary Horicand toot cloth,and ashe palled over againſt 
him he let fly, and lodged both the Bullets in his Breaſt, 
with which he tumbles from his Horſe dead to the 
ground, oncly giving two or three lamentable groans. - 
The.rcport of the Gun, and ſmoke at the Window, 
diſcover the Houſe, where his Servants running in, they 
ſearch the Houle, and in the- Chamber found the Petro. 
nel, the People of the Houte athrming, that the Gentle. 
man who hzd done the Murther, fled upon a ſwift Spa-f [ 
niſh Gennet by the back gate, and that they neither 
knew him, nor durit ſtop him. Thus he cſcaped with 
full hopes to gct clear away, but as he gallopcd through 
Campo del Fucgo, at the farther end thereof, two Brick- 
layers building of a Houſe upon a Scattold two ſtories 
high, both the Scaffold and Ericklaycrs fall down, and 
beat him and his Horte to the ground. "The news of the 
Murther was not yet come 1o far, but his fear haſtening 
him,he ſcon recovered his Horte, and mounting, ſet ſpurs 
to him, but had not rode far bcfore his Gennet fell, and 
put his Shouldcr out of joint, fo that he could not riſe 
with his Maſtcr, who tinding no other way, betook him- 
{cIf to his heels, and tlcd to Nero's Towcr, and there in 
the Kuines of divers {tupcndious Buildings hid himſelf, 
but within two hours was dilcovered, and inſtantly im- 
priſoncd. 
"The ſecond morning aftcr he was brought before the 
Judges, to whom he treely confelled the Fat, and im- 
piored their Mcrcy ; but they, for Expiation of his 
Crime, firſt adjudge his two hands to be cut off, before 
the Houſe where he ſhot Dario, and aftcrwards to be bc- 
headed at the common. place of Execution, his Head to 
be 
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be ſet upon a Pole, over St. Fohn de Lateran's Gate , and 


J-his Body to be thrown into Tyber, which the next day 


was accordingly executed in the preſence of many thou- 
ſand Spectators. 


He that is encouraged to the commiſſion of Sin, (as in the 
Example of Colignt) in _ to conceal it , or the 
Authour, loves the Crime, though he hates the Puniſh- 
ment ; but 2where the firſt is his Delight, the ſecond ſhall 


be his Reward. 
WIiST. KN 
De Manſey and Almanda. 


De Manſey being in love with Almanda, hires Lycon and 
Cruento, two Brawo's, to murder her Husband Perron, 
and then marries her. Almanda flights old Manſey, who 
(as he was forewarned) is ſtabbed m his Chamber by Roſi- 
no, his Wife's Gallant, who was in Bed with her. Ly- 
con and Cruento coming to rob the Houſe , are apprehen- 
ded for De Manſey's Murtber, which they deny, but con- 
feſs Perrows, for which they are broke cn the Wheel. R9- 
ſino is diſcovered, and hanged, Almanda bebeaded, and 
De Manley's dead Body hanged firſt, and then thrown m- 
to the River Ormo. 


* Vannes, a City of Britain in France , lived Monſieur 


Boren, a Gentleman of ancient Family, and fair E- 
ſtate, who having ſeveral Children , his eldelt named 
Monſieur de Manſey, whilelt he was yet very young, was 
ſent over to his Uncle, Mr. YVerdue, who lived at Turenne, 
in the Court of the Duke of Savoy, where he was both in 
his Favour and Service conſiderably preferred. De Man - 
ſey being arrived to the Age of Five and twenty, his Un- 
cle dycd, and lefe him ſole Heir to a plentitul Eitate , 
which was very much advanced by the addition 
he reccived by the death of his Father, at Faxes, and 

attcr: 
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afterwards of ſdyeral other Relations, who all, as it 5 
were, conſpired to make him rich and great. De Man. (% 
fey continued his Reſidence at Twrenne , it being thef #» 
place ofhis Education, and moſt familiar Acquaintance,| fn 
but generally once a year , made a Journey to Vane; | 5 
to receive hisRents, and ſee in what condition his'Te.f 4 
nants were , and how well they improved his Lands, 
This being his Cuſtom , for ſeveral years he kept con- 
ſtant'Stages in his Journey , and every night lay at ſuch} Þ: 
Towns, and ſuch inns as his long travelling that Rode t! 
had beſt acquainted him with. It happened that co-Jj P 
ming into his Inn one night at St. Claney, (a Town in the 
mid way between Twrenme and Vannes,) alighting from 
his Horſe, he called for his Hoſt, who was familiarl 
called by his Friends , honeſt Adrian ; his Hoſteſs with 
a low Courteſie, wellcom'd him to her Houſe, and with 
ſeeming trouble and perplexity, told him that her Hus- 
band was dead, and had bcen fo for near fix months. 
De Manſey condoled with her, for the loſs of ſo good an 
Hoſt and ſo kind a Husband, when being conducted 
to his Chamber, a ground Room where he conſtantly 
lay, he gave order for Supper, and deſigning to riſe 
ſoon in the Morning, went carly to Bed. 

It wasnow about midnight, as he judged by the Moon 
which ſhone full in at the Window, when he heard 
a noiſe as if his Noor opened, (for his wandring 
thoughts diſturbed his Repoſe, )Jand drawing the Curtain 
in a fright, to ſee who it was entered at that unſeaſona- 
ble hour, he ſaw the fair Image and Repreſentation of 
his Hoſt ſtanding at his Bed fide, in the ſame propor- 
tion as alive, with a pale look, and his Throat cut from 
car toear. "This Spectacle did very much ſurprize 
him at firſt, but after a little time recovering himſelf, 
he thus ſpoke to it , If rhou art what thou appearett to 
be, the Ghoſt of my deceaſed Hoſt, I conjure thee by all that's | 
Sacred, to tell me what diffurbs thy quiet in the Grave , and 
what thy buſineſs is with me. TIcome, (aid the Apparition, 
ro acquaint thee, that I am baſely and barbarouſly murthered 
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by my Wife , her Siſter , and the Oftler, and requeſt thee 
(whoſe Friendſhip I have always been obligd to) to acquaint 
the Officers of Juſtice with it, and under this Bed they ſhall 
find my Body privately buried, with a ſtake thruſt through my 
heart: at thele words the Apparition vaniſhed , and De 
Manſey endeavoured to compoſe himſelf to reſt, but in 
Vein; for his thoughts were fo intent on what he had 
ſeen, and the Diſcovery his Hoſt had made him, that he 
began to conſider his own Life might be in danger, if all 
= was not deluſion, which he did not in the leaſt ſu(- 
ect. 
4 About an hour after he heard a ſecond noiſe at his 
door of ſome perſons tampering with the Lock, when 
having his Piſtols at his Bed's head, ready charged, he 
prepared himſelf to receive ther: De Manſey got out of 
his Bed, and ſtood behind the Curtains, his door with a 
ſudden ſhock was violently forced open, at which forthe 
Perſons entred,but who, or how many he could not tell 
(for the light of the Moon was now ſhaded by a 
cloud) however he diſcharged his Piſtols amongſt thent 
at which he heard a great ſhrick, and two or three la- 
mentable groans ; the report of the Piſtol alarm'd all the 
Lodgers, and ſome of the Neighbours, who preſently 
came to know the meaning of it. At the entrance mto 
his Chamber they found the Oltler upon the floor, ſhot 
into the Breaſt, and almoſt dead. By this time the Oth- 
cers of the Town were come with the Watch, to know 
the reaſon of ſo unuſual a diſturbance. The Oſtler and 
the whole Family were ſecured that night, and the next 
morning they were all examined, and the Oſtler having 
no hopes of recovery , confeſſed , that himſelf, his 
Miſtrels, and her Siſter, had deſigned to rob and Mur- 
der De Manſey, for which he was now heartily ſorry and 
repentant. De Manſey ſeeing how mitaculouſly he had 
been preſerved by the appearance of his Hoſt, relates 


| the whole Story to the Judges in all its Circumitances, 


and accuſes the Oſtler, his Hoſteſs and her Siſter, ot 


the Murther, and to confirm the truth of what he ſaid, 
L deſired 
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deſired they would ſearch under the Bed in his Char- 
ber, which they did, and there found his Body with a 
Stake through his Breaſt : Theſe Circumſtances made 
their Guilt ſo apparent , that neither of them had 
Confidence enough to deny it, for which the next day 
his Wife was burnt, and the Oftler and his Siltcr hang'd, 
De Manſey was ſo much concerned at his own preſer- 
vation, and the Diſcovery he had ſo ſtrangely made of 
his Landlords Murther, that he itayes to ſee the Exe- 
cution of the Criminals, ard removes his Lodging to 
another Houſe : when being in Bed the night after they 
had ſuffered, his Landlord appearcd ' to him again all 
in white, and thanked him for the trouble he had given 
him and the Juſtice he had done him ; adding, thatif 
any thing lay in his Power, whereby he might oblige 
him and expreſs his Gratitude he would willing!y doit, 
De Marſey told him he expected neither "Thanks nor 
Reward, but if deparicd Souls know what's hid from 
mortal Eyes , if he could tell him -when he ſhould dye 
three hours before, as it was his greateſt concernment 
it would be his greateſt ſatiztaftion. The Gholt promiſed 
it (it ſhould ever be ia his pawer!),to perform 1t. 

De Manſey returned t5 Turerne , where amonglt his 
Frieads he would tometimes diſcourſe this Story, ask- 
1:7 them if they thought it was in the Power of his de- 
ceaied Holt to make good his Fromite to him, in that 
nature he defircd it. It was now upwards of twenty 
vears, ſince this had happened to De Manſey;anl he now 
grown into years bcing almoſt ſixty, when he, whom 
ali thecharms of Love hal never attefted, was now ore- 
come by thoſe of i.uit ; 'The Beautiful Ananda who 
was both young aad tair, was the Objett he ſo much 
admired and dotcd on. Almanda was the Daughter 
of Monſieur Chzrtres , a Lady highly vertuous had not 
Ambition poyſoned her excellent Qualities,and was two 
years before, m.:rried toa young Gentleman more ex- 
travagant than rich, whoſe name was Monſieur Perron; 
T his Lady, De 2Z£::;ey courtcd with alliduous Viſits m_ 
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coſtly Preſents, both which ſhe willingly received , bur 
would by no means yield up her Honour to his luſtfull 
Embraces. Having thus been at great expence of Time 
and Moneys; without any hopes of ſuccels, one day re- 
ſolving to urge his Amours with the moſt prevailing Ar- 
guments,he oftered her a vaſt 'T feaſure to conſent tohis 
deſires, which ſhe abſolutcly refuſed, telling him, ifſhe 
was at liberty ſhe could lovehimas a Husband, but never 
as a Gallant, which was a Crime fo odious to her,that al 
the Riches of the Wor!d ſhould never tempt her to the 
violation of her Marriage Vows.De Manſey eithef miſun- 
deritanding her meaning, or out of deſpair of attainin 
his Ends, refolves to put her into ſich a condition; as 
ſhe might with honour comply with him; and to that 
purpoſe hires two Bravo's , call'd Lycin and Cruento, to 
murder her Husband Perron, for the Reward of five hun- 
dred Duckats, which they agreed to, and about a Week 
after, as he came late from the Tavern, in a dark night, 
tet upon him in the Streets with their Rapiers, and after 
feveral Wounds left him dead upon the place, and ac- 
quainted De Manſey what they had done, who immedi- 
ately paid the Money , and they made their eltape to 
Genoa, 
Almanda grievouſly lamented the death of her Hus- 
band, and gave the Officers of Jultice, all poſſible en- 
couragement to ſearch after, and diſcover the Murthe- 
fers, but all in vain; three days aftcr his Body was de- 
cently interred by Almanda, with greater ſhow of grief 
than coſt; and about fix months after ſhe was folemtly 
married to De Manſey, who, as an Argument of his Af- 
fection, diſcovered how inſtrumental he had been' to dil- 
charge her of thoſe Bonds which were ſo uneaſie to her. 
Almanda had not been long marricd to De Manfey, but 
as ſhe was pleaſed with the preſent ftate and advance- 
ment of her fortune, {> did ſhe loath the cold Embraces 
of her impotent Husband , which would by no means 
fait with the warm and vigorous deſircs of her Youth. 
To remedy this intolerable Evil, ſhe familarly ac- 
h L z quann'® 
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Quaints her ſelf with a young Gentleman, called Seignior 
Romo, an Italian by birth, who for a Murther commit- 
ted at Venice had fled to Turemme. No ſooner was old 
De Manſey gone abroad, but _— ſupplied his place at 
home, and all thoſe hours paſſed away in ſighs, when 
De Manſey's Company prevented her of her beloved Ko- 
nos. 'I his the Servants could not but take ſome notice 
of, but he: imperious Sway, and abiolute Command, 
aw 'd them into filence. 

Lycon and Cruento having riotouſlly ſpent their Moneys, 
came privately back to Turenne, and told De Manſe 
their great Wants, that the hazard and danger which 
they ran in accompliſhing his Delires, deſerved more 
than ſo poor a Reward; that he was rich enough, and 
ought to ſupply their neceſſities, which were the effect 
of their faithful Service to him. De Manſey was very 
much turpriſed at this Diſcourſe, and promiſed largely, 
but at preſent he was unfurniſhed of Moneys, and could 
not anſwer their occaſions till he had received his Rents, 
which would be within a Month, or little more; with 
this Anſwer they went away ſeemingly ſatished. 

Four days after De Manſey went to his Country 
Houle at Sr. Agneaw, five Miles from Turenne, with a 
deſign to ſtay a week, for the advantage of the Air. 
This was a bleſſed opportunity for Ry and Almands, 
who Improve each minute, and day and night revel in 
the cloſe Enjoyment of torbidden pleatures. De Maney 
had now been but three days at St. Agneaw, and finding 
the Air not agreeable to his prelent Indiſpoſlition , re- 
ſolves that Afternoon to return to Turenme , but fetting 
out late, night grew upon him, which proving dark, and 
being without his Servant, he was forced to ride more 
eaſily, ſo-that the Clock truck "I'welve, jult as he arri- 
ved at the Gates of Turenne. But that which moſt trou- 
bled him, was, that when he was yet two Miles off, at 
the uppcr end of a Lane, his Horic ſnorted and ſtarted, 
and would by no means go forward ; at which looking 


to lee what the matter was, he faw the ſhape of his Holt, 
honeit 
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honeſt Adrian, who appeared to him clothed all in 
whife, and bid him fear not, for he came only to make 
good his promiſe to him , and to tell him that within 
three hours he ſhould be as hewas ; and at thoſe words 
vaniſhed and left De Maney in great Horror and Con- 
ſternation, who remembring it was his ownRequeſt did 
now _ believe it would be accordingly, and as 
he rid on, diſpol'd his thought s into Meditations of ano- 
ther World. At the Gates of the City he was well 
known and prefently admitted, but when hecame to 
his own houſe (which was walled about ) ſeeingnolight 
he concluded his Family all in Bed , and it would be to 
little purpoſe, to endeavour to awaken them at that 
diſtance. Conſidering what to do in that great Per- 
R_ he was in, he remembred his Gardiner lved 

ard by, and if he could raiſe him he might get in by 
the Garden Door. When coming to his Houle he knock- 
ed and called, the Gardiner knowing his Matters 
Voice he preſently roſe; De Manſy told him he was 
very ill, and tor that reaſon had returned late from St. 
Agneaw , that his Servants were all in Bed, and he had 
no way to get into his Houſe, but by his Key thorough 
the Garden. The Gardiner put his Horſe into the 
Stable and went with him. De Manſey appeared very 
melancholly , and complained of his preſent Illneſs, 
and as they walkt together , told him he was ſure he 
ſhould dye that night, for as he came along within two 
miles of Turenne he had ſeen the Ghoſt of his Hoſt , who 
had told him fo ; by this time they were got into the 
Garden, and the Gardiner call'd up the Groom, who 9- 


pened the Door and let him in. De Manſey orde- 
red him to go back with the Gardiner and take care of -+ 


his Horſe, and with the Candle in his hand went .up 
Stairs into his Study, which was the next Room to. his 
Bed-Chamber. Almanda hearing fome body go into 
the Study , askt who was there, *7is I my dear, anſwered 
De Mor ;at which the was at her Wits end, and fo at- 


frighted ſhe did not know what to do, to conceal her 
- -— Sl Gallant 
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- Gallant Roſmo, who was in Bed with her ; De Manſey tl 
having finiſhed his Devotiqns, came into his Chamber 
to go'to Bed,and as he entred Roſeno ſtepping out from | 
behind the door, ſtabbed him to the heart with his Stil- u 
letto, at which De Manſey dropt down dead, giving one- 
ly one lamentable groan. Never were two perſons in 
22 np confuſion than Reſizo and 4lmanda now are,they 
now not what courſe to take to prevent the Diſcovery, 
of to diſcharge them(elves of the Guilt of this Murther, 
which would certainly be known in the morning. As 
they were conſulting what meaſures to take, Almanda 
told Roſmio, that his Shirt was all bloudy, and adviied 
him to change it for a clean one of her Husbands, which 
ſhe fetched him, and wrapt up his and the Stilletto in a 
black Scarf of her own, which ſhe put into a green Silk 
bag, and locked them up in her "Trunk. ' At laſt it was 
agreed that Refino ſhould make his eſcape immediately, 
and after he was gone, Almanda having laid a Stilletto 
of De Manſey's all bloudy by him, ſhould in a great 
fright call up her Servants, and fay that he had murde- 
red himſelf. This was reſolved upon as the beſt expedi- 
ent they could at preſent find out, but Fortune ſecmed 
to be more kind to them than they could expett or de- 
ſign. Rojo was no ſooner gone down the back Stairs, 
but Almandz heard a noiſe of tome Perions coming up 
the other way , which her Fear and Guilt aflurcd her 
were the Officers of Juſtice, come to apprehend her for 
this barbarous Murther. "They firſt opened De Manſey's 
Study, where they found the Key in it, and ranſacked 
all there; then ceme into the Chamber , where they 
found him dead upon the floor, at which they were 
ſtrangely ſimpriſed,- but pity , or the curioſity to know 
how he came ſo, was no part of their buſineſs; when 
coming to the Red, they ſeized Almanda, and gagged 
her, and then rifled her '1'runks of her Plate, Jewels, and 
what they liked beſt.” Roſimo heard the noiſe, and had 
the ſame apprehenſions of danger as Almanda, belicving 
them to have been the Officers of Juſtice , or ſome of 
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the Servants ofthe Houſe who were riſen to apprehend 
him, for which reaſon he made all poſſible haſt, and ha 
ving a Key in his Pocket of a private Door where he 
uſed to come in,went off undiſc overed. 'The noie theſe 
Thieves had made,awak*nedthe Servants,who coming up 
into De Manſey's Chamber, found him dead upon the 
Floor, Almanda bound and gagg'd in Bed, and the Cham- 
ber and his Study robb'd , but thoſe who had been the 
Actors of this bloody Tragedy were fled, of whom 
they hoped Almanda could give ſome Account,who was 
preſently unbound , and with ſhowers of 'Tears told 
them that Thieves had been there and murdered her 
Husband, becauſe he would not diſcover his Money 
which they ſuppoſed was a greater Summ than they 
could find, and that they had moſt cruelly uſed her, and 
had they not come in at that inſtant, had certainly mur- 
dered her too. The Servants preſently called the 
Watch and made what ſearchand puriuit after them they 
could, and Almanda being now recovered from her 
Fright , ſmil'd to her {elf toſee how favourable Fortune 
was to her, and that this lucky Robbery of the Thieves 
woulf for ever ſecure her and Roſimo trom being either 
Charged or ſuſpected of De Manſey's Murther. But ſee 
when the grofperous Sinner thinks himſelf molt ſecure, 
then often is the Vengeance of Heaven at the Door, rea- 
dyto puniſh thoſe very Crimes, which he thinks himſelf 
moſt ſucceſsful in. 

The next day two of the Robbers, by the induſtrious 
{arch of the Servants, were apprehended in their Lodg- 
ing in St. Leonard 's Street, and ſome of the Plate, Jewels 
and other things taken with them ; who were preſently 
brought before the Judge-Advocate of Turenne, and 
charged with the Robbery and Murther, and ſeveral of 
the Goods produced in Evidence againſt them, and a- 
mongſt other things the green Silk Bag, which was tyed 
up faſt, and had not yet been opened. The Judge asked 
what that Bag was, and what in't, which being opened, 
they found a bloody Shirt and a Stilletto wrapt-up toge- 
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ther ina black Scarf. The Thieves confeſſed the Rob: 
bery , but utterly denied the Murther, for which they 
were put to theRack, when one of them confeſſtd, their 
names were Lycen and Cruento, that De Mayſey had hired 
them for 500 Ducats to murder Monſieur Perron, which 
they had effefted ſome years ago, and having thone all 
their money, they follicited him for more, and not re- 
ceiving a ſpeedy Supply , and underitanding he was at 
his Country Houſe, they reſolved to rob him here ; and 
that afſoon as they came into his Chamber they ſaw him 
dead, and a Stilletto all bloody lying by him, and ng 

on in the Room, but his Wife in Bed, and that he 
took that green Bag out of her 'T runk, and till now knew 
not what was in it. Cruento confirmed what Lycon had 
confeſſed in every particular, and one of De Manſey's 
Servants faid, the Stilletto wasthe ſame or very like that 
he had often feen Seignior Roſmo wear, who had been 
frequently at his Maſters houie; This gave the Judge 
ſome fuſpition he might be privy to the Murther , con- 
ftidering the Diſcourſe of the Town, which ſpoke loudly 
of the endear'd Familiarity between Roſimno and Abnanda, 
upon which he ſent a Relation of his own to acquaint 
Almanda that the Robbers were taken , and that he de- 
ſired to hear what Evidence ſhe could give againft 
them ; ſhe immediately came fupeting nothing, and 
in the interim the Captain of the Watch brought Roſino 
before the Judlge, complaining that becaufe he had refu- 
fed to let lim through the Gates at an unſeafonable hour 
he endeavoured to force his way, and had wounded 
him in ſeveral places : upon this he was asked what ur- 
gent buſineſs he had to go abroad fo carly , and whe- 
ther that was not his Stilletto ; for the firſt Cue he 
had a plauſible excuſe, and utterly denyed the fecond. 


By this time the Judge had notice that Almanda was come 
who was brought in, and demanded if ſhe knew” that 
filk Bag and the Scarf, and who owned that bloody 
Shirt and Stilletto ; at this ſhe was fo confounded ſhe 
had not one word to anſwer ; the Judge obferving the 
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great diſorder ſhe was in, told her, if ſhe hoped" for 
mercy, the only means to purchaſe it, muſt be by a free 
and open Confeſſion ; whereupon ſhe accuſed Roſino of 
the Murther, and faid, that was his Bloody Shirt and 
that his Stilletto , and that ſhe was no farther Guilty 
than as ſo great a ſurprize forc't her conſent, and her 
own Safety, the Concealment which ſhe had endeavou- 
red. by hiding them in her Trunk. Roſmo being confron- 
ted by her confeſſed the FaCt, and was adjudged to be 
hanged and his Body burnt ; Lycon and Cruento were 
condemned to be broke on the Wheel alive, and their 
Bodies left as a prey to the Beaſts of the Field, and AE 
manda to be b cheaded, and the dead Body of De Manſey 
for the Murther of Perron, to be hanged at the com- 
mon Gallows for three days, and then thrown into the 
River Ormz, all which was the next day executed accor- 
dingly. 


In this laſt Hiftory we have a Complication of Murthers, 
that of Adrian, Perron and De Manſey, perpetrated 
for different ends, and all the bloody Criminals brought to 
condign and open Puniſhment by ſtrange and various Me- 
thods : For be aſſured that as Happmeſs here and Glory 
bereafter , are the encouragements and rewards of Vir- 
tue and Honeſty, ſo preſent Shame and future Puniſhment 
will be the dreadful Portion f all thoſe whoſe ſangumar 
Crimes and horrid Villanies, have made them the I 


ed Subjects of drome Vengeance and everlaſting Wroth. 
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GLORY 
Gods Revenge 


Againſt the Licentious and Dete- 
ſtable Sin of 


ADULTERY. 


HIST. I. 
Caſtrucchio and Gloriana. 


The Count of Varini marries with Gloriana @ yaurg Gew- 
tlewoman of mcomparable Beaut y, contratted to Caltruc- 
chio ; Varini apprehends Caſtrucchio in Bed with Glo- 
riana and kills him, cuts off his Head and makes ber drink 
out of his Scull, and afterwards eat up his Heart, who the 
next morning was found dead m ber Bed. | 


N the former Book thou haſt ſeen (Courteous Rea- 
der) the dreadful Judgments of God, upon thote 
wretched Sinners, who have been guilty of that cry- 
ing Sin of Murther, and in this 1 will preſent thee 
with the miſerable Examples of Adultery ; a Crime fo 
odious to God and Man, that whatever gentle namcs 
we may gloſs it over with, hath been always attended 
with fad and lamentable Conſequences. It has been 
the Opinion of ſome, that the Forbidden Fruit in the nadit 
of the Garden , Which God Almighty by his eſpecial 


Com- 
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Command © ftritly prohibited, and the Devil tempted 
Eve Withal, was no other than Carnality ; what Ex. 
ceptions this may admit of, I ſhall not now diſpute 5 but 
the great mercy of God, hath ſince taken pity of our 
Frailties , and not .only permitted that pleaſure but 
ſanftifed it in Paradiſe by the ſolemn Union of Matri- 
mony, taken from it all filthineſs, and made our very 
Luſt, pure and immaculate. Cliaſtity and Luſt, are 10 
py Enemies to one another , that they can never 
ive together in the ſame Subject, no more than day and 
night, light and darkneſs; the firſt is a bright and re- 
ſbtendent Vertue, the other a raging and devouring Vice? 
Chaſtity makes us Glorious as the Angcls, Luit de- 
form'd as Devils; it is like the black foyl to the ſpark- 
ling Diamond, or the dark ſhade to a beautiful Image. 
Love is the Intelligence that gently moves the Soul from 
innocent Deſires to chaſt Embraces, but Incontinence is 
the Devils Incendiary, which firlt tires us with uglawfill 
Flames, and then violently hurrics us over all the ſacred 
Boundarics of Modeſty, Jultice and Religion, to fatishe 
the impious -Cravings of one burning Luſt. I could 
here 1alarge on the ſacred Inſtitution of Marriage in 
Paradiſe, he noble Royalties it is endowed with, and 


how Adam, no ſooner beheld the light and glory of the, 


Sun, but he ſaw the brightneſs and illuſtrious Beauty of 
a Wite; how Chattity is as unlimitcd as Luft, and that 
we have as many glorfous Examples of the one, as Pro- 
digics of the other; that the name of Tud:th is yet fam'd 
by her Continenee , whilit the memory of Lais is pre- 
{ſerved by her Ignominy ; that the infatiate Meſſalima, 
was not more the ſcandal, than the chaſt Lucretia the 
honour of h&r Sex, who flew from the hot Embraces of 
the luſtful 7.arquin, to the cold arms of Death for refuge, 
her purer Soul now loath'd that Body which had futfered 
the poli:itions of the Raviſhcr, and with an undaunted 
courage opened the door to dcath, and lodg'd the fa- 
tal Stcel, in hcr yet unſpotted Breaſt. But I ſhould expa- 
tiate too far, thou ſhalt here find variety of ___ "" 
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the following Hiſtories, a Chaft Imbrigis and a Laſcivious 
Helda, as Looſe, as her Siſter Continent ; where I hope 
the beautiful CharaCter of the one, will attraCt thy imita- 
tion of her Vertue,and the deformity of Vice in the other 
deter thee from the Commiſſion of that Sin, which often 
imprints it's own puniſhment on the Offender, (/3z. the 
Venereal Diſcaſe)but ifhe is ſo happy to eſcape the Brand 
of his own Iniquity here, the Terrors of an evil Conſci- 
ence, will be his conſtant Executioner, as the Devil his 
Tormentor hereafter. 
But I proceed to the Hiſtory. 


T Venice , the Beauty of Laly, which is the 

Garden of Europe , in the Reign of Leonardo Do- 

Md. zato that noble Duke of Venice , famous for ba- 
niſhing the Jeſuits, and oppoſing the intruſions of the 
Popiſh See, and fulminations of Paulzs Quinrzs in the 
juſt defence and maintenance of the Priviledges and 
Prerogatives of the Seigniory , lived Pedro Giovanne 
Count of YVarinz; He was a Gentleman no lets Eminent 
for the many Services he had done the State , than ad 
mird for his Virtues ; He was honoured with the Title 
of Count, but much more illuſtrious in the rich Endow- 
ments of a noble Mind ; to all which was added a large 
Eſtate and plentiful Revenues , which gave Luſtre and 
Support to the Royalty of his Houſe and Grandeur of 
his Family. Varin; was now arrived to the fixtieth year 
of his Age, and being deſirous to retire from the 'Trou- 
Hes and Cares, that conſtantly attend publick Employ- 
ments, left the crowded Streets of Venice for the quiet 
and receſs of a Country Life , and preſently taking leave 
of his Friends , went to his Caſtle at St. Brien about 30 
Italian miles diſtant from Venice, where he paſled his time 
in the pleaſant Diverſion of thoſe Rural Sports he was 
ever delighted in. It happened one day , as he - was a- 
broad in the Field with ſeveral other Gentltmen who 
were his daily Companions in his Country Recreations, 
his Falkner diſcovered a large Heron upon the Wing 
WULTC> 
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whereupon Yarini immediately ordered him to try the 
courage of his Hawk if he durit faſten on ſo bold an Ene- 
my. After ſeveral bickerings in the Air, to the great 
ſatisfaction of the SpeCtators , the Conflict remain'd 
doubtful, till at laſt the Hawk impatient in the Conqueſt 
of his ftubborn Adveriary, redoubled his force and ſtruck 
him to the ground, who fell into the Garden of Sceignior 
Berinto, whither they all hafted to the aſſiſtance of the 
Hawk and ſeizure of their Game. Berinto underſtand- 
ing that the Count of Yarin;, with ſeveral other Gentle- 
men of Quality were gon into his Garden, followcd af: 
ter, where he found them taking up the Heron yet alive 
though diſabled ; all the Company highly commiended 
the courage and ſtrength of his Hawk , which YVarint 
ſeemed very much plealed at , and being invited into the 
Houſe by Berinto was nobly treated, where he firſt ſaw 
the matchleſs Gloriana, to whom with all the Expreſſions 
of Reſpect and Kindnels, he prefented the Heron, which 
ſhe with equal Grace and Courtelic received. 

Bermto was a Gentleman of Honourable Extract, 
whoſe great Grandfather hail been Duke of Venice , and 
he himſelfa conſiderable Merchant there, but having ſut- 
tered great Lolles at Sca and particularly in one Ship , 
whoſe Cargo was valucd at near 100000 /. which was ta» 
ken by the Corſairs of Argiers, in the Wars between the 
Turks and Venetians,he lett off Merchandizing and betook 
himſelf to the happy and pcaccful ſolitude, of his Coun- 
try-Houſe at Vernon a League from St. Brien , where he 
ſpent his days free from the dangerous blaſts of incon- 
ſtant Fortune ; He had one Daughter named Glorians 
the Paragon of her Sex, in whom Virtue and Beauty 
were equally eminent, and being now of the age of 21 
by the conſent and approbation of her Father, was con- 
tracted to Seignior Caſtrucchio, a young Gentleman of a 
neighbouring Village,who bing lately returned fromhis 
Travells in France and England , defircd no other repoſe 
of his future Happineſs, but what he ſhould find in the 
foft Embraces of the Bcautiful Gloriana, But ala's in 
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vain do we ſeek for a perfect and eſtabliſh'd Happineſs 
amongſt the fading Joys of this uncertain World, in the, 
midit of our greateſt ſecurity we are on the Brink of 
Danger ; and thoſe Bleſſings we catch at are but the 
Shadows of what- we miſtake them for, and either de- 
lude us in our vain purſuit, or ruine us in the fatal en- 
joyment of them. Yarini having pay'd his Thanks to Be- 


_ rintofor his generous Reception and ſplendid Entertain- 


ment, took his leave of him, inviting him over to St. Bri- 
en, and telling him , that as ſuch a fortunate Accident 
had made him happy in his Acquaintance, he would itu- 
dy all Opportunities to improve -it, and he hoped they 
who were 1o near Neighbours, ſhould be no longer 
Strangers to one another in their Friendſhip and Con- 
verlation. Berinto promiſed in few days towait upon 
him at his Caitle in return of the great Honour he had 
now done him, and that though the ſenſe of his Obli- 
gations to him, was beyond the power of his preſent 
Gratitude, yet he would never be wanting in the ac- 
knowledzment of that debt he was not able to diſcharge. 
Night coming on the Company parted,and Yarin retired 
to St. Brien, whcre being alone his thoughts began to re-. 
flett on the Beauty of Gloriazia, the elegant compoſure of 
her Body and the excellent pcrfections of her mind, which 
had now made ſo violent an Aflault and deep imprefſli- 
on on his Heart, that his blood which had been chilld by 
the cares and follicitudes of ſixty Winters, now grew 
warm and wanton,his Pulte beat vigorouſly.and all parts 
grew active and ſprigitly, ſo powertul is the ſtrong im- 
pulſe of Love. 

Ten days after Berinto came over to make his Com- 
plement to the Count, who received him with all the de- 
monſtrations of Friendſhip and Reſpect , and after he 
had entertain'd him with a ſight of his Caſtle, the raTris 
ties of his Cloſet, and the fragrant Curiolitics of his Gar- 
den, he retir'd into a ſhady Arbour covered with Feſſa- 
mines, Where after a plcaſant Ditcourle on the great ad 
vantages of a truc and ſincere Frienditip, he began an 
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excellent Harangue, in commendation of Love and the 

happineſs of Marriage, above the Care and Solitude of a 
ſingle Life, which Berinto aſſented to,ſaying, be much 2won- 

dred that a Perſon of his Honour and Quality, who wanted n- 
thing to render him compleatly happy, had never yet tated the 
Foys of Wedlock, which he had ſo paſſunately extoll'd, The 

Count told him, Amongſt all the Beanties of Italy, he but 

once ſaw that incomparable Creature worthy of his Afﬀecttons ; 

And pray my Lord, ſaid Berinto, hat then could obſtruct the 

woble deſigns of your Love ? That Queition ſaies Varini, My 
dear Berinto, you beſt can Anſwer. It is Gloriana,thematchleſs 
Gloriana T love, ſhe alone is the Lady of my Afﬀettions , at 
whoſe feet T would proftrate my ſelf and all the Titles of Ho- 
wour or Fortune I am Maſter of to receive the name of Hushand 
from her, more glorious and valuable to me than the Purple 
| Robes of aſpiring Senators, or the ſparkling Diadems of 
Eaſtern Monarchs, Berinto was not a little ſurpriz'd to 
hear Varmi with ſo much ardency of Aﬀection, commend 
his Daughter Gloriana, nor did he preſently know what 
anſwer to return; the Ambition of ſeeing his Daughter (o 

great a Lady, and that breach of Faith which would ne- 
cefſarily attend it, rais'd two different Paſſions in his 
Breaſt, and fo far diſtratted his 'Thoughts, that Varims 

might catily read thelabours and troubles ofhis mind in 

his diſcompoſed Countenance and profound Silence. 

At laſt having ſomething recovered himſelf, he thus 

replyed , My Lord, the Tranſcendency of your Goodneſs, and 
the noble offer you pleaſe to make my Daughter, is [o great 
an Honour to my Family, that I, who am highly ſenſible of my 
own demerits, can recerve it with no leſs Tranſports of joy and 
ſatisfatlicn than the Captive does his Freedom, or the con- 

demmed Criminal a gractons Reprieve. 

The next diy, Farm returned Berints's Viſit and 
made his hirit Addreſs to G/oriana , who being acquain- 
ted by her Father, with the great profeſſions of Kindneſs, 
the Count had male to him, and his m-re particular 
Reſpect to ker, gave him a reception which rather ſhow- * 
ed hcr detcrence and regard to his Quality,than any! = 

1gat 


" Hiſt. T. Caſtrucchio «ud Gloriana, — 163 


light ſhe received from the Courtſhip of a Lover. 
However the Count fo vigorouſly purſued his Amours 
that in a ſhort time he abſolutely gained the Father,and 
had been no leſs ſucceſsful over the Afﬀections of the 
Daughter , had not her pre-engagement to Ca#frucchio, 
obſtrufted the Conqueſt of his Flames, who was fully 
reſolved, that no power ſhould be able to reſcind that 
ſacred Tye, by which they were ſo firmly linkt toge- 
ther : Nor ſhould all thoſe empty Titles of Honour, 
now laid at her Feet, tempt her heart to Treachery, 
and prevail upon her to forlake him to whom ſhe had 
once vow'd eternal Conſtancy and Fidelity,  _ 
Caſtrucchis was ſoon acquainted by Glriana with the 
unwelcome News, that the Lord Varini was now his 
Rival in his pretenſions to her, which he reccived with 
a courage undaunted, telling her, that as no perſon of 
what Quality ſoever, durſt make an attempt upon her 
Vertue, ſo hewas well aſſured he would find as cold 
Entertainment in her Aﬀedctions ; and that ſhe who 
knew the Honor and Juſtice of his Cauſe, was the moſt 
fit perſon to determine his Right, which the Lord Vari- 
» with more Treachery than Gallantry endeavoured 
to ſupplant. Gloriana with repeated promiſes gave 
freſh aſſurance of a conſtant __ Loyal Heart, which 
all the charms of Ambition, ſhould never be able to af- 
fect with Jevity, nor the gilded promifes of a plentiful 
Joynture corrupt with Infidelity. | 
But alaſs ! what Heart is fo iteel'd from allImpreſſions 
of Vice, that Covetouſneſs and Ambition can make no 
dint upon it ? Lovetoo often ſoftens the moſt rigid and 
auſtere Vertue, which once made pliable receives the 
caſie Signatures of thoſe Crimes, we at firſt ſo boldly 
ſcorn'> and deteſted. This was the caſe of fairbut in- 
conſtant Gloriana, the preſent Temptation of Richesand 
Honour , were {fo often preſented to her with all the 
glorious Train of future llefſings, thatat laſt the gawdy 
ſhow ſtagger'd her weaker Reſolution, and ſhe rather 
Ehoſe the Age and Impotency of a Gouty Lord, than 
M z the 
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the Youth and Vigour of her faithful Ca#trucchio. In 
ſhort, the ſedulous Addrefles of Varinz, joyn'd with the 
powerful Commands of Berinto, at laſt took place, and 
Gloriana conſented to the Marriage, which was folemni- 
zed in the Caitle of St. Brien a forthnight after, with 
all the Magniticence and Splendor a generous Bounty 
was able to expreſs. 

Caſtrucchio was not long before he received intelli- 
gence of the fatal News, and a poſitive confirmation of 
his own unhappy State by the treacherous Gloriana , 
which ſo nearly reach'd his heart, that he immediately 
tcl] into a deep Melancholy, which continued tor fevc- 
ral Months upon him, and had now brought him into a 
Conſumption, which his Friends apprehending the dan- 
ger of adviſed him to remove to Padua,the chici Univer- 
ſity of Traly, not far from Venice, tor change of Air; 
where we ſhall leave him to the care of the molt able 
and learned Phyſicians, and return to Gloriana , who 
has now attained the -utmolt pertection of that Happi- 
neis ſhe hd atpircd to. 

The Count and his Lady livcd at St. Brien, were vi- 
ſited and complemented by all the Nobility and Gentry 
of the Country, and toall appearance no perions could 
be more happy than Varinz in the Embraces of Glortana, 
and G!riang in the Love and Endcarments of Varin: : 
Eut alas! the fairelt Picture hath its ſhade, and the 
brightelt day is clofed by the dark and diſmal right. 
Glyriana had not becn married above nine months,  be- 
forc ſhe grew pale and wan, the Roſes of her Cheeks 
were taded, and the little Cupids which tormerly dan- 
Cd in her Eyes were fled and gone, a Cloud of Melan- 
choly fare hovering on her Forchead, and all her Acti- 
ons and Ditcourle ſpoke the Refentments of a troubled 
and diſcontented Mind. Her Converiation had now loſt 
that air and brisknels ſhe was once fo admired for, and 
all her time was ſpent in a melancholy retirement to her 
Cloſet,or in the molt ſhady recelles of her Garden,where 
ſhe ligh'd away her bitter hours in complaints to the 

more 
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more happy Birds, who free from the Tyranny of hu” 
mane Laws, did once a year chooſe their own Mates» 
and in freſh enjoyments could bill without controul. YVa- 
rin was paſſionately concerned to ſee his beloved Glori- 
ana {© ſtrangely alter'd, and with all the tender expreſ- 
ſions of Love and Kindneſs endeavoured to expel thoſe 
Troubles which had ſeiz'd her Mind; but all in vain, 
Age had now made him an impotent Phyſician, and Na- 
ture denycd him that Elixir of Lite which could only 
cure the Longings of a youthful and vigorous Lady. 
Gloriana declined to faſt in her Health, that he reſolved 
to remove to Venice, in hopes the pleaſantneſs of the 
Place, and varicty of Company, would divert her Me- 
lancholy, and reſtore her to hcr former Health and 
Beauty, and accordingly did ſo. 

Varini had not becn above three months there, but 
Caſtrucchio, who was now perfettly recovered at Padua, 
heard of his return to Venice, whither he immcdiately 
removed, and courtcd all opportunities to get a ſight 
of the Counteſs, which ſoon after he effected. Under- 
ita1ding ſhe uſcd to go to St. Mark's Chappel to Maſs, he 
conſtantly paid his Deyotions there, whcre at lalt he 
ſpicd her upon hcr Knees before the high Altar, and 
not obſerving the Count her Husband , or any of 
her Servants near, wcnt and kneel d down by 
her. It is not difficult to guels what Saint he made his 
Prayers to, nor what was the Subject of his Petitions: 
The Counteſs was itrangcly ſurpriz'd to fee Caſtrucchio 
ſo near her, and in the midit of his Diſcourſe bid him 
forbear , and meet hcr there the next Afternoon at 
four preciſely. Caſtrucchio in the interim luticred all the 
Torments thet variety of "Thoughts could rack him 
with, ſometimes blaming her Dilloyalty to him, he ex- 
pected nothing but ſcorn and contempt, and preſently 
when he conſidered her hirit infidelity, ut gave hum hopes 
ſhe might prove as faithlets to the Count, whole cold 
and impotent Embraces could never oblige the craving 
deſires of a youthful Beauty. The hoyr was now come, 
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and Caſtrucchio impatiently expected the Counteſs, who 

reſently came and kneeled down in the ſame place he 
bad ſeen her before ; Caſtrucchio placed himſelt next to 
her, who immediately gave him a Note into his hands, 
wherein he found thete Contents following : | 


Gloriana to Caſtrucchio. 
FTNO morrow the Count Varini goes to his Caſtle at Sr. 
Brien, and at ten in the morning I will be at the 
Franciſcan Church , till then farewell my dear , my dear 
Caſtrucchio. 


Caſtrucchio was overjoyed at this Aſſignation, and 
punctually obſerved it, where, notwithſtanding his dili- 
pence, the Counteſs prevented him, from whence they 
immediately went to the Water-lide, and took a Gon- 
dla, and fo direttly to a private Garden of Pleaſure, 
where the recluſenels of the place preſented them with 
the opportunity of a more ſecret Converſe, . Caftrucchia 
could not ſo prudently ſtifle his reſentments of Gloriana's 
Inconſtancy, but ſhe preſently obſerv*d diſcontent in 
his looks, and by the breaks of his Diſcourſe , that a 
more fix'd and compos'd trouble was ſettled in his heart. 
Whereupon, My dear Caſtruccnio, fayes ſhe, You blame 
me I know, and preſume the Fuſtice of your Cauſe , will 
warrant your Reflections on my guilty Breaſt ; I confeſs I am 
quot ſo innocent as I ought to be, yet let not the fk of 
your proſecution, exceed the quality of my Offence ; if I have 
wronged your Goodneſs by my Breach of Faith, let that good- 
weſs now forgive me, and my too late Repentance be my Pu- 
mſhment. CGloriana's Penitence and Caſtrucchiy's Mercy, 
foan wrought a perfedt reconciliation, and the reit of 
the time was ſpcnt in more pleaſant and amorous en- 
tertainments. At evening they parted , when Gloria- 
»a told Caſtrnechio, the Vilit he promiſed ſhe'd receive 
at her own Houſe the next Evening , for ſhe did not 


exp=et the Count's Return till ten daysafter. 
... | 


FT. HiR.1. Caſtrucchio end Gloriana, 167 


Thus they had frequent Enterviews, in the abſence 
of the Count by the aſſiſtance of Fortia , Gleriana's 
Waiting-Woman, who being privy to the Intrigues of 
Love between the Counteſs and Caſtrucchio, was very 
ſerviceable to their Amours, by admitting him in the 
dusk of the Evening, at a back door into her Lodgings 
where they revelled all night in forbidden Pleaſures, lit- 
tle dreaming of thoſe heavy Judgments, which ſo cloſe- 
ly purſued their Adulterous Crimes: "The Count was 
now returned, who obſerv'd great alterations in the 
Temper and Behaviour of Glriana, her Humour had 
naw recovered its former Sprightlineſs, and nothing 
ſeeme1 ſo dear and obliging to her, as the Embraces of 
her Husband, which he was extreamly pleaſed withal, 
miſtaking that for Love and Kindneſs in her, which was 
only a teigned Paſſion and crafty diſguiſe, to conceal a 
more notorious Ottence. Yarini had now continued two 
months at Yenice, whoſe preſence prevented that familt- 
arity and thoſe frequent Viſits the Lady and her Para- 
mour ſo earneſtly coveted , which Gloriana much lamen- 
tcd , and by the advice of Fortia , refolv'd to remedy, 
It was agreed that Gloriana ſhould counterteit her ſelf 
ſick, which ſhedid , and prayed Varini that Father Pau- 
Io Raquinto her Confelfor might be ſent for , whoſe 
Prayers and Ghoſtly Counſel ſhe hoped woutd turn to 
her great advantage. YVarini was much grieved at the 
ſicknets of his Lady, and readily granted any requeſt 
ſhe made ; accordingly the Holy Father came daily to 
viſit the Counteſs, of which Furtia gave Caſtrucchio no- 
tice, and that it was her Ladies Pleaſure that he ſhould 
put himſelf into the ſame Religious habit, under which 
Covert he might with ſafety ſee her when ever Varm 
was abroad. 'This deſign was of great Service to them, 
for no ſooner was VYarin; gone to the Rialto, but Fortia 
gavc Caſtrucchio intelligence , who preſently came and 
was admitted without the leaſt miltruſt of the Scrvants. 
This politick contrivance for a long time ſkreen'd the 
Adultcrous Countels, from the ſuſpitions of her Servants 
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and the Jealouſics of Varini ; who (ſhe appearing now 
tobe with Child,) doted on her more than ever ; praiſed 
his own happineſs in a miſtaken Meſſing, deeming that 
the ſtrength of his Impotent Age and the Glory of his 
Gray-Hairs, which was the cttect of youthful Luſt in 
his ſhameleſs and Adulterous Wife. 

But not long after Varini by accident took upa Let- 
ter in his Ladies Chamber, and found the Directions of 
it to Seignior Caſtrucchio ; the name ſtartled him ex- 
treamly, wondring how it ſhould come there; the |Con- 
tents of it, were buſineſs writ from ſome Gentleman in 
the Country ; after he had a long time pondered upon 
the matter, with all the jealous Ditquiſitions of an Talian 
Brain, he reſolved the point, that this Gentleman was 
molt certainly his Ladies Gallant, and probably the 
ſame Perſon tince the name was ſo, to whom he too 
lately underitood ſhe had been pre-contracted: "The 
| Letter however he concealed, and preluming if there 
was any ſuch Intrigue that Fertia was acquainted with 
it, the Conntcefs being gone to Maſs, he ttriftly exami- 
ned her, whom he endeavoured to threaten into a 
Confeſſion which ſhe couragiouſly withſtood ;- but at 
laſt being tempted with a Purſe of Checquins, ſhe made 
that Faith a Slave toGold , which could not be forc'd 
by the Terrors of Funiſhment, and diſcovered the dan- 
gerous Secret with all it's Circumitances. VLarimi re 
ceived the diſmal Story, with horror and amazement, 
curſ'd his own unhappy Fortune, and much more the 
'Treachery of his diſloyal Counteſs; after a little pau'c 
he gratihcd Fortia according to his promiſe, and com- 
manding her to tilence , retired to his Cloſet where he 
meditated a Revenge proportionable to his own lnyjury 
and Gloriana's Intidelity. 

Thrce days aitcr, he told Glriana with a ſmiling 
Countcnance, he muit leave her to lye alone thatnight 
and go over to St. Rrien for ſome V\\ ritings he wanted, 
but would be back the next Evening ; and to give a fair- 
cr glo:s to the bulincſs , and make hcr more tecure, or- 
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dered her if Seignior Boraccio the Procurator came, to 


give him thoſe Parchments in his Cloſet, of which that 
was the Key. Varini immediately parted for St. Brien, 
who was no ſooner gone, but the Counteſs ſent Ca- 
ftrucchio word of it, and defired his Company that night; 
Caſtrucchio who had never yet failed her amorous invi- 
tations was punttual at the hour. Varini pretending 
to his Servants he had forgot ſomething, returned by 
11 at night, and went dircctly up to her Chamber atten- 
ded by Stwrio a Gentleman that waited upon him, whom 
he ordered to knock at the door, (which was locked) 
andfay, he had a Letter to the Counteſs of urgent Bu- 
ſineſs from his Lord Yarini. "The Lovers having weari- 
ed themſelves with the repctitionof their unlawful Plea» 
ſures lay faſt aſleep enchaſed in each others Arms, till 
Fortia awaked Gloriana, telling her ſome body knockt 
at the Chamber door, who ſtartled atit, bid her ask who 
was ſo rude, and what their. Buſineſs; Srwrio (whole Voice 
was very well known)an{wered,h& had broughta Letter 
from his Lord Varini to the Counteſs of important buſi- 
neſs, upon which,not in the leaſt ſuſpecting what was de- 
ſizn'dagainſt hcer,ſhe commandedFortia toopen the door, 
and reccive the Letter, and bid Srwrio to wait her An- 
fſwer below. Fortia no ſooner opencd the door, but Va- 
rin; ruſhed in with his Sword drawn, and Stwrio after 
him with a brace of Piſtols in his hands; Caſtrucchio was 
aſleep, and the Counte's to ſirprited , that ſhe onely 
gave one loud fhrick, at which Caſtracchio awaking, at 
the ſame inſtant felt Varin:'s Sword in his Breait, who 
with repeated Wounds gave his fleeting Soul an cafie 
paſſage into another World. "The Countcls lay trembling 
by, happy in this onely, that ſhe had nothing now to 
frar, but cach minutc hopd and begg d his revenging 
$.cel would carve the fame Juitice on her guilty Brcalt ; 
but in vain, Vari wmtcnded her no ſuch favour. Caſtruc- 
<40 being ſecmingly dead, Varmi commanded Sturio to 
ltrike off his Head, and with his own hands ript open his 
breaft, and took out his Heart, which leaping in his 
Y | Rand, 


170 God's Revenge againſt Adultery. 


Hand, This M:dam, ſays he, (turning to the Counteſs) 
the beart of your beloved Paramour, fee yet how ſprightly it is, 
it was unreaſonable, Lady, you ſhould have him wholly to your 
(elf, this is my ſhare now , and that yours, {corntully kick- 
ing the Head to her. It is impoſſible to deſcribe that 
horrour of Mind and Anguith of Soul Gloriana laboured 
under, which nothing but the Bleſſing of a ſudden death 
was able to relieve her from. Caſtrucch vs Body thus 
mangled was thrown out at the Window ſito the Street, 
and Glerians confined to her Chamber, where ſhe was 
left alone, with the head of her Lover placed on her 
Cabinet, to furniſh her with conſtant Meditations of 
Death,and the fad remembrance of her former pleaſures, 
which, with the preſent torment of a guilty Conſcience, 
was a puniſhment more grievous than ten thouſand 
deaths. 'The next Morning diſcovered Caſtrucchio's Body, 
which was found under Gloriana's Window , with the 
Head off, the-Breaſt cut open, and the Heart pull'd out, 
to the great wonder and altoniſhment of every gazing 
Paſſenger. Varini went early in the morning to the 
Council and acquainted them with the Circumttances of 
the Fact, betore the Officers of Juſtice had notice of if, 
acknowledged himſelf the Authour, proved bv Stwri 
and Fortia, that he found Caſtrucchio in Bed with his La 
dy, and upon that provocation had taken this ſevere but 
juſt Revenge, which appearing to he true by the afure- 
ſaid Evidence, he was acquitted. 

Seven days after Gloriana was delivered of a dead Son, 
whoſe immature Birth was occaſioned by the Violence 
of her grief and forrow, which yet was not powerful 
enough to end her unhappy days, and put a period to 
thoie Miſerics nndcr which ſhe languiſhed. VLarini ſee» 
ing the preſent illnels of Glor;ana, ordered the Head of 
Ca#trucchio to be removed from her ſight, the ſmell of 
it now growing very ottealive , and ſometimes uſed to 
viſit her, and in ſome meaſure, ſeemed to remit the c- 
verity of his Revenge, and give place to Pitty and Com- 
paſſion, Gloriana after a Month, was fo well recove- 
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ty to take theair of the Garden, and dine if ſhe plea- 
ſed publickly with Yarim; or privately in her own Cham. 
ber, but conſtantly obliged to drink out of Caftrucehio's 
Skull, which by the Command of the Count , had the 
Fleſh boyled ot, the Brains taken out, and faſhioned in- 
to the form of a Cup. 

Not long after Varini meeting Gloriana one Evening, 
walking ſolitary in the Gallery, My Dear,ſays he,1 obſerve 
you yet continue very penſive and Melancholly, at which I am 
much concerned; I bave conſulted your Phyſitians m relation to 
your Health, 2yho have preſcribed an Eleftuary which you muſt 
take this Evening , an hour before you go to Bed, it will 
comfort your Spirits and cheer your Heart : which ſhe wil- 
lingly afſented to. At night he brought it to her Cham- 
ber himſelf, and having recommended it to her for 
the richneſs of the Ingredients, ſhe eat cheartully of it , 
and asking if ſhe mult take it all at once, thar, faid he, 
as you pleaſe Madam, and as you like it, it is the Heart of 
your beloved Caltrucchio, prepared for you with my own 
bands according to Art : at which words ſhe looked car- 
neſtly upon him, ſaying , It has all the Qualities of the 
richeſt Balſom and moſt pretious Cordial, "tis pitty any part of 
it ſhould be Iſt ; and as ſoon as ſhe had caten it all up, 
went to reſt, and was found next moraing dead in her 
Bed. But I ſhall not determine whether her Death was 
the effect of Paſſion, in ſome extraordinary Tranſport of 
Joy at the remembrance of her dear Caſtrucchio z or that 
Varini had mixt Poyſon in the Compoſition of his Medi- 
cine ; and that he might equally temper his Jultice and 
Revenge together, by giving her Caſtrucehio'slu;ttuldcart, 
the tweet of her Life mixt with the bitter Ingredients of 
Death;to Vari: s Shame, and Gloriana's Puniſhment. Thus 
dycdthe inconltant Gloriana, and two years after, the 
Count, having tirit quitted the irouvleloume Stageot this 
World, retired inio the Monaitery of S*'. Frances , 
where he allumed a Religious Habit, and ſpe = the 
; 10T 
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ſhort remainder of his Life, in conſtant Prayers, and 
pious Meditations. 


Had humble Vertne, been more the Subje& of Gloriana's 
Meditations , than Covetouſneſs or Ambition : ber luſt- 
ful Heart, had new made a forfeiture of Caltrucchio's 
Head : nor his miſerable Death, been the ſhame and puniſh- 
ment of her Vitions Life. 


IST. 1 
Dribellus ad Petronella. 


[ribellus corrrs Petronclla, and deflowers her, ſhe is after- 
wards married to Poliſſus ; By the means of Morella her 
Waiting-Woman Drivellus commits Adultery with her 
which is diſcovered by Paretta , Polifſus cuts off Dribel- 
lus hs Memvers , fcourges Morclla, and Pctronella 
condemned to the Puniſhment of the Radiſh, of which ſhe 
dyes. 


Heſſalyin Greece,(wliich fo oft has heen the happySub- 

ject of the Poet's Song) is no lets celebrated for its 

lofty Mountains , whoſe aſpiring heads ſurmount the 
Clouds,than tor its fruitful Plains,the Riches ard Delight 
of the induttrious Shepherd; in which tam'd Oera ſhares e- 
qual Honour with towring Ol/y»mp:s and the well ſpread 
Taurrs ; not far from the foot ot Oeta, are yet ſome Re- 
mains of that glorious City, once called Hypata, where 
Patricins Caſtriot, a Gentleman of anticnt Family and 
large Demeſis lived in Honour and Reputation, from 
whom the noble Scanderbeg, that Scourge and "Verrour 
of the Turks , derived his Pedigree. "I'his Gentleman 
had one only Child, a Daughtcr called Perronellz , a 
young Laly of admirable Beauty , in which ſhe not 
more exccil'd all others of her Sex, than in the per- 
feftions of her mind , which Bounty of Heaven, her 
earctul Fathcr {till cndcavoured to improve by _ 
mol 
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moſt lezrned Maſters of all Sciences that Age afforded. 

Amongit others, Dribells a young Gentleman who 
had been Educated under Mets Biſhop of Theſfalonica, 
was entertained by him, with the promiſe of a generous 
Reward , to inſtruft his Daughter in Rhetorick, in 
which he particularly excelled ; the good Father re- 
ſolving ſhe ſhould want no accompliſhment that Art 
could furniſh her with, to render her the moſt com- 
pleat Pattern of Vertue and Learning, and the only 
Phenix of her Age and Sex. "The Care and Induſtry 
of Dribellus was ſoon diſcovered by the great Improve- 
ment of his Pupil, which Patric: was no leis ſenſible 
of , and conſtantly encouraged with his bountiful Hand. 
Twelve Months were now paſled, in which Dribellzs 
by his obliging behaviour, had equally charm'd the 
tender Aﬀections of Petronell/a, and won the good O- 
pinion of her Father and Mother, both highly com- 
mended his modeſt Carriage and tweetneſs of "Femper, 
trom whoſe indefatigable pains, they hoped to reap 
thoſe great advantages, his itudious Labours fo fairly 
promiſed. 

"The conſtant ſociety of Drive!lus with Petronella, had 
now endear'd them to cach other , and the unhappy 
Flames of Love warm'd their Breaſts with mutual 
Kindneſs and Refpe&t , which Dribellzs no ſooner dif- 
covered by the languiſhing Looks of Petronella, but he 
reſolvedif poſſible, to raiſe a future Fortune there, 
where at firit, he only expected a preſent Support and 
Maintainance. 'T'o this end he courted all Opportunitics 
to enjoy her Company , and frequently exchanged his 
Leftures of Rhetorick, tor the more pleaſing diicourſes of 
Love, which he ſoon found were no lets acceptable to 
his Miſtreſs than the other had been grateful to his Pu- 
pill. "Thus they continued for ſome time, courting each 
other with Amorous Glances and melancholly Sighs, 
the dumb but .powertul Rhetorick of bathful Lovers ; till 
at laſt Dribellzs in exprets "Terms, diſcovered his 
Paſlion to her, at which ſhe ſeemed very much —_ 
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zcd, but having recovered her ſelf, told him, ſhe had 
becn always very ſenſible of his great ReſpeCts to her 


in thoſe diligent Inſtruftions ſhe received from him , 


which though ſhe was in no capacity to retaliate , ſhe 
would never forget ; and hoped the Bounty and Gene- 
roſity of her Parents, would in ſom» meaſure anſwer 
his Merits, whilſt ſhe could only reward him with a 
Thankful acknowledgement. Dribellus who well knew 
the great Wit of Petronel/a could not miſtake the true 
ſence and meaning of his diſcourſe, though her Pru- 
dence and Modeſty diverted it to another Subject, 
preſently reply'd, Dribellus has no ſuch haughty Thoughts 
of his paſt Serwice, to think he ever couldoblige the fair Pe- 
tronella , &r #1 the leaſt deſerve a return of that ſmcere Af- 
feftion he profeſſes to her. T love my faireſt Petronella ; I 
leve ; and no reward is valuable with-me but what gives 
me your Heart, or robs me of my Life; if your Kindneſs 
bids me live, I live your Servant, or your frown at the 
ſame minute, commands me to dye your Martyr. 

Petronella blulh'd, and what Modeſty would not ſut- 
fcr her to utter in words, ſhe ſpoke in her languiſhing 
eyes and avrupt ſighs , /ve Dribellus, live, and let 
that cruel Maid, be for ever forſaken who bids her lower aye. 
At this Dribe!/us took Heart and puriued his Amours with 
ſo vigorous an Attaque, that the Lady made a willing 
Surrender, and promiſed that the Heart he had to 
bravely conquered, ſhould ever be the "Trophy , of his 
Victory. | 

D-ibc/ls having thus gain'd an afſurance of Petronella's 
AﬀeCtions, endeavoured by all means, to fix it beyond 
the Power or Cauſe of ill Fortune, and accordingly 
ſome few days after, finding Petronella in the Garden, 
began an Aſſault upon her Vertue, with all the ſpecious 
preteaſions of Aﬀection that Love could inſpire him with. 
Petronella, who had already yiclded up her heart to Dri- 
bellus, thougit the lacred' truſt of her Honours might 
be repoled in the fame Breaſt, with equal fſecuri- 
ty. 'Thus with kind Careclles, and wanton Datos, 
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did this ſubtil Thicf rob her of the Flower of her Virgi- 
nity, and with the fighs and denials of a languiſhing 
Maid, ſhe at laſt exchanged the native Innocence of her 
Soul, and Vertue of her Mind, for Shame, Folly and 
Diſhonour : "This was the firſt ſtep they made in thoſe 
crooked Paths of Wickednefs , which they afterwards 
ſo much delighted in, who by the frequent Repetition of 
their unlawful Pleaſures, were now grown fo careleſs 
and ſecure, as if they gloried in their ſins, and were nei- 
ther ſenſible of their ſhame, nor apprehenſive of the pu- 
niſhment, which with a ſilent pace conſtantly purſues 
the luſtful Criminal. 

Before this was diſcovered by any of her Relations, 
a young Gentleman, who lived at Lariſſa, (the Birth- 
place of Achilles, not far from Oeta) whoſe Name is Po- 
liſſus, the eldeſt Son of Abridatus, a Gentleman of very 
conſiderable Eſtate and Family ,was recommended to her 
Father,as a Perſon who would be a very ſuitable Match 
for his Daughter, who with a very handſome Equipage, 
was now come over to Hypata to court her. Fame had 
ſpoke loud of the PerfeCctions of Petronella, both in Bu- 
dy and Mind, and atter ſome days Conver(e found him- 
{elf abſolutely conquered by the Charms of her Witazd 
Converſation, which were more irreſiſtible than thofe of 
her Face and Beauty, in both which ſhe appeared to i]- 
luſtrious, that Poliſſzs was ſtraight made a Prifoner by 
her, and faſt fettered in the golden Chains of Love. 
This gave the Lovers an unexpected diſturbance, who 
with Sighs and Tears expreſs the preſent Trouble and 
Anguiſh of their Minds, they curle the coming of Pc- 
liſſus, and charge him as the ſole Author of their Un- 
happineſs and Miſery : Dribel/z looks on him with En- 
vy, and Petronella with Diſdain; ſhe could not willingly 
attord him one amorous glance, all her ſmiles were coun- 
terfeit, and the belt Entertainment ſhe could give him 
was upon force and conſtraint , whiPſt he ſighs and 
throws himſelf at her Feet, without moving her to the 


leaſt Pity or Compaſſion ; but Polifzs grew daily into 
the 
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the favour of her Parents, though he found little pro- 
greſs in the heart of the Daughter ; and although Pa- 
tricins himſelf interpoſed his Paternal Authority to 
recommend him to her Aﬀections, told her of 
his Riches , and fair Poſleſſions , the Nobility of 
his Family,and his Perſonal Endowments, yet ſhe ſlight- 
ed and contemned him, and one day told her Mother, 
that though ſhe did allow Polifſzes to be a compleat Gen- 
tleman, yet it was impoſlible for her to att fo great a 
violence upon her felt, as to force her Aﬀettions to 
love that Perſon ſhe ever had an averſion to, and 
ſhould think her ſelf more happy in the cold Arms of 
Death, than the Embraces of that Husband that ſhe 
could not altect. "The Mother moved with the Tcars of 
ner Daughter, took pity on her, but her Father being of 
a .more itcrn and auitcre Nature, grew enraged at her 
denial, and was fo far from admitting her impertinent 
Reaſonings, that he reſolved to force her to compliance, 
and not futfter her longer to retiſt his Will and Pleaſure, 
and to that end difpatched a Mefſenger to Abridatus, Po- 
liſſzs his Father, in order to fe.tle all things for the in- 
tended Marriage. 

Patricizs finding all his Endeavours fruitleſs, and his 
Daughter ſo perv<crie and obſtinate, that neither his 
"Threats could force her,or his Endearments win her,be- 
gan to coniider withhimiclt what could bc the true cauſe 
of her Contumacy and Diſlike ; he faw nothing in the 
Perſon or Behaviour of Poliſſzs, but what might render 
him acceptable to aMaid not prepofle(s'd with theLove 
of another : He knew he had kept her ſtrictly at hork's 
under his own care and government, and that her youth 
had hitherto defended her from all Inſinuations of that 
nature ; nor could his thoughts fix upon any Perſon 
thereabouts, that could give him the leaſt umbrage of 
ſuſpicion, much lets did he imagine Dribellus was that 
Thict, who had robb'd his Daughter of her Heart, fo 
great an opinion had he of his Vertue and Honeſty. But 


his Wite, who belt knew the temper of her own Scx, 
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ſo narrowly watched all the Aftions and Geſtures of 
Petronella, that ſhe ſoon diſcovered the kitdneſs and 
Familiarity that was between the Maſter and the Scho- 
lar; but (like a prudent Woman ) ſhe did not immedi- 
ately acquaint her Husband with it , and publiſh to the 
World the folly of her Daughter, but watched an Op- 
portunity, that ſhe tmight take them together and re- 
prove them ol” that Foll y which wauld certainly be at- 
tended with Miſery and Repentarice. 

It happened not long after, that Dribellws and Petro- 
nella being retired into a Grove of Olives, which by the 
privacy and recluſeneſs of it , had been the frequent 
Scene of their diſhoneſt Pleaſures, the Mother followed 
them at a diſtance, and in the midſt of thoſe raviſhing 
Delights they entertain'd each other with ; ſhe-crycd 
out and appeared to the two Lovers in the very Extalie 
and Rapture of their Luſt. It is here injpoſlible to de- 
ſcribe the horror and amaſcment the two Lovers were 
in, to ſee themſelves ſurprized in this wanton Poſture ; 
the ſight of her Mother was more terrible to them, than 
that ofa Baſilick , the lightning of her eyes and the 
thunder of her voice, pierced their Breaits and cleft 
their Hearts aſurider. In this poſture they contmued a 
while, without being able to ſay one word ir excuſe 
of themlelves or the notoriouſnels of that Fat which 
was too apparent to be denyed ; till at laſt Dribellzs be- 
gan to ap m Juſtification of himſelf ant the afflicted . 
Petronella, chatging all the blame on the power and 
force of Love, and the rigorous indiſcretion of Patricins, 
who would compel Perronellz to marry Poliſſzes, whont 
ſhe could never Love. Perrone/la,with Shame and Confu- 
fion in her Face begs her Mothers Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs with Tears and Sighs, who taking her by the 
hand, led her to: her Chamber, where after ſhe had (e- 
verely reprehended her with the guilt and ignominy 
of ſuch diffolute Pleaſures. ſhe lockt her up, and there 
left her to her own Meditations; and went difettly 
to her Father and told him that ſhe had difcovered an 
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Intrigue of Love between Dribellus and Petronella , 
which was the cauſe of her Averſion to Poliſſus , with- 
out diſcovering that ſecret which would for ever have 
blaſted the Honour of her Daughter , and branded 
their Family, with an indelible mark of Shame and In- 
famy. Patricius heard this Relation with Griefand Alto- 
niſhment, and at the defire of his Wife , reſolved to 
turn off Dribellzzs with all ſpeed, and that no particular 
notice'ſhould be taken, at the ſame time to diſcharge 
all her other Maſters , ſhe being now to be marri- 
ed, and to go and live with her Husband at La- 
r1H/4. 

all wondered much that he was onely diſchar- 
ged, and no other puuiſhment inflicted on him, which 
he could not attribute to the Clemency of Patricizzs, but 
his Ignorance of that Crime he was guilty of; which 
he ſuppoſed the prudence of his Wife had concealed 
from him, who otherwiſe would have been as ſevere in 
his Revenge, as the heinouſneſs of ſo great a Fault did 
juſtly deſerve. 

Poliſſzs receiving freſh encouragement from Patricius 
of ſucceſs in his Amours, returns to Hypata, where he 
finds Petronella much altered in her temper and reſpects 
to him, and now fairly promiſes himſelt the happineſs 
of conſummating the Eſpouſals with his beautiful Mi- 
ſtreſs he ſo earneſtly coveted ; which to the great ſatis. 
fattion of himlelf and all his Friends, (but the unhappy 
Petronella ) were folemniz'd with all imaginable Pomp 
and Splendour. Two months afrer, he took his leave 
of Parricins , and returned to Lariſſa with his Bride, 
where his Fatherreceived them with the expreſſions of 
a hearty Welcome ; and Petronella demean'd her elf, 
with that Duty and Reſpect, that ſhe was both belov'd 
and admir'd of all. Who would not now think Petro- 
xella is intirely happy, and might live the contentedit 
Woman in the World ? but alas where Grace and Ver- 
tue do not ſtrew the Wedding with Flowers and 
Garlands, Hymen is attended with Furics, and his Saf- 
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fron Robe dipt in Gall; the happineſs of Marriage, is the 
union of two Hearts , not the conjunttion of two Bo- 
dies, and where the fincerity of Aﬀection is wanting, all 
Vows and Contracts, are frail and brittle Tyes. The 
memory of Dribel/us and thoſe unlawful Pleaſures ſhe 
had fo oſten repeated in his Arms, now afreſh attack'd 
her , and nothing could pleaſe her laſcivious Thoughts, 
but the hopes ſhe might once again ſee her beloved Pa- 
ramour ; when unexpectedly ſhe received a Letter from 
him to this purpoſe. 


Dribellus zo Petronella. 

M7 deareſt Petronella , the Life and Foy of my Soul, 

T die for you, and languiſh after you my Life ; ſince 
Iam baniſhed from your Preſence , (which is more intole- 
rable to me then theſevereſt Death ) I cannot live without a 
fight of you ; for which reaſon I am privately come to Lariila, 
and ſhall wait your direttions bow I may once more be bappy 
in the enjoyment of your Company, which if you forbid me , 
you ftrike a Dagger to my Heart , whichnow bleeds for you. 
Tour Anþver is my Sentence of y or Death, which I impa- 
tiently wait for, and if you ever lowed I now beg your pity ons 
the moſt unhappy and forlorn Dribellus. 


Petronella was overioy'd at the receipt of this Letter, 
and immediately returacd an Anfwer , deſiring him to 
be at the Garden Door atfhve that Evening, where ſhe 
would expect his coming. But poor Petronel/athou wilt 
dearly rue this fight, and too late be ſenſible that the 
pleaſures of Sin, are compounded of the bittereſt Ingre- 
dients. The hour being come Perronella ordered her 
Waiting-Woman Marella, to attend at the Garden Door 
and condut Drvbellus into an Arbour, where the Tran- 
ſports of Joy betwixt the two Lovers are inexpreſlible ; 
they met with equal Ardour and Afection , bewailed 
one anothers Deſtiny, and curled the 'T'yrany of Pa- 
rents who often conſult more their own Intereſt, than the 
Happineſs and Satisfaftion of their Children, in ſuch 
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forc'd Marriages , which often prove moſt fatal in 
the conſequence. At laſt (Marella being made one of 
their Council ) it was agreed that Dri bel/us who was 
{carce known to Poliſſzs, ſhould put himſelf into the ha- 


bit ofa Servant , and under the feigned name of Corys: 


beadmitted into the Family to look after the Wardrobe, 
which place was now vacant. Dribe/lus was accor- 
dingly entertained, whilſt Pel;ſſas never ſuſpefts the 
Snake he lodg'd in his boſom, nor the "Thief he harbou- 
red in his Houſe ; and now Cotys thinks himſelf happy, 
hugs his own Ingenuity , and imagins himſelf bletſed 
and fortunate. In this manner the two Lovers live 
together, take hold of all Opportunities to converſe to- 
gether and enjoy cach other ; no Clouds appeared to 
mterrupt their Joy , and all things ran with a ſmooth 
and even Current. Among the many Servants they 
kept, there was a Maid called Parerta, who fell deſpe- 
rately in Love with Cotys, would never be out of 
his Company , and at laſt grew ſo troubleſome to him, 
that he was forced to flight and diſreſpect her that he 
might rid himſelf of her importunity. * This ſhe took 
in evil part, and ſuppoſing the reaſon of his unkindneſs 
to her, was the Love he had for ſome other Perſon , 
narrowly watched him ; and at laſt diſcovered the 
Kindneſs and Familiarity between him and_ Perrc- 
ella. : 

Paretta, who reſolved to be revenged on her hated 
Rival, watched all Opportunities to take them toge- 
ther, believing ſhe ſhould find them unchaſt in their 
Dalliances, which accordingly fell out not long after ; 
when ſeeing More!/a one Evening go into the - Garden 
and Cotys immediately follow, ſhe made haſt after them 
and found the Door faſt on the inſide, which the more 
mcrealed her Sufpition ; and remembring; there lay a 
ſhort Ladder in the Barn, by the help of it mounted 
the Garden Wall, and privately conveyed her ſelf near 
the Arbor where ſhe ſaw Cotys and Marella” (who were 
talking together) and preſently after her Lady _ 
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ding on a Ladder made of Ropes, from a Balcony into 
the Garden , whom Coxys pretently led into a cloſe 
Arbor of Teſſamines at the further end of which 
they careſ['d each other with amorous Fmbra- 
ces, whillt Morel/a waiting at a diſtance watch d the 
Doors and Windows to prevent a Diſcovery. 

The next day Paretta pleaſed with the opportunity 
ſhe now had of being revenged on the diſdainful Corys, 
acquaints Pol;ſſzs with the Infidelity of Cotys and Trea- 
chery of Petronella, who had thus ſhamefully abuſed his 
Honour and proſtituted her ſelf to his Servant and Slave. 
Poliſſas ſtruck with the horror of this Relation , exa- 
mins her ore and ore, finds no diſagreement in her 
Tale, but too much reaſon to belicve the Truth of it, 
and now fears this was ſome former Lover of hers in dif- 
guiſe. To diſcover the certainty thereof, he acquainted 
an intimate and familiar Friend with it, and by his ad- 
vice pretending one Evening, to walk abroad upon a 
Viſit, they ſecretly conveyed themſelves into the Gar- 
den where they lay cloſe and undiſcovered. "Two hours 
after, entered Cotys and Afcre//a , and preſently aticr 
Petronella deſcended from the Balcony by the ſame Lad- 
der of Ropes- Their cars were the firſt witneſſes of 
their Amorous Parly, and it was not long before their 
eyes dcovered their Filthineſs, when in the midit of 
their luſtful Pleaſures , they ſurprized them with their 
glittering Scymiters in their hands, which ſtruck the 
Lovers with a horror and conſternation, beyond the 
power of words to expreſs. Perronella implor'd nothing 
but preſent Death ſrom his own hands, which he had 
not Mcrcy enough to give, but reſerv'd her for a more 
infamons and ſhameful end. Turning his Eyes from 
her , withall the paſſionate Expreſſions of Abhorence 
and Deteſtation , hecalled in his Servants, and order'd 
them to bind Dribellus, who was immediately diſmem- 
bred before her Face, and thruſt out of Doors to ſcek 
his Fortune. More/la was itript and bound toa Tree, 

N 3 and 


x32 God's Revenge againit Adultery. 


and ſcourged with the 'T'wigs of Hazle, till the Skin was 
Flead off from her Back, and then baniſhed the City ; 
Petronella was carried to her Chamber, where ſhe con- 
tinued Priſoner till the next Morning , when ſhe was 
brought before the Magiſtrates, and upon evident 
Proof of the Adultery, was condemned to-undergo the 
Raphination or Puniſhment of the Radiſh , which in 
thoſe Countrys grow to a great magnitude', which 
they force up their Bodies. 'Thus the wretehed Perro- 
ella ſuffered, when ſhe had in vain begged to be 
ſtrangled, and dyed the moſt ignominious and ſhame- 
ful Death the Art of Man could invent. 

Petronella dyed very penitent , confeſſing the wicked- 
neſs of her Crime , and. begging pardon of her Husband 
was both pitied by him, and much lamented by all 
who knew the Quality ofher Birth and vertuous Edu- 
Cation, 


Thus we fee the Tragical End, of unlawful Pleaſures 
which like the Apples of Sodom appear fair and 
beautiful to the Eye ; promiſe a Thouſand Happineſſes 
by their bewitching outſide and falſe appearances, but 
within are either nothing but rotteneſs, or upon the firſt 
touch, crumble into Duſt , acd leave us to Shame and 
Miſery here , and eternal Dammation hereafter. 
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Don Roderigo marries Dona Paulinta. Don Pedro 4e\. 
Caſtello by the aſſiſtance of John de Blinco, 'the Aſtro ' 
loger , and Layra her Waitmg-Woman , commits Adul- 
tery with her. Paulinta upon her delivery of a monſtru- 
ous Birth, dyes. Roderigo runs mad , Don Pedro is 
branded in the Forehead, Blinco whipt through the 
Streets of Corduba, and ſent to the Mines ; and Layra 
torn in pieces by Wild Beaſts. 


A T Corduba in Spain, lived Don Andreo Rametzi, 
who was a Perſon very conſiderable in thoſe 
Parts, both for his Eſtate and Quality , and a peculiar 
excellency he had in diſpatch of Buſineſs of the great- 
eſt moment, in which he was indefatigable : For theſe 
Reaſons in the year 1579 he was madeProveditor Ge- 
neral under Don Fobn of Auſtria, to whoſe care and 
proviſion , were committed the , Arms, Ammunition, 
and all other Naval Preparations, for that huge Arma- 
da ; which was compleatly furniſh'd out in 1588, and 
deſign'd for the Invaſion of England , and utter Extirpa- 
tion of the Reformed Religion. This Gentleman died 
in the year before at Cales of a malignant Feaver, and 
left three Sons of which, Don Roderigo was the eldeſt, 
who upon his Fathers Death , being Maſter of a plen- 
tiful Eitate,lefe the Command he had in the Fleet,(upon 
ſome diſguſt ) and returned to Corduba; where within 
a Twelvemonth he was married to Dona Paulinta, the 
only Daughter of Don Camillo, a rich and wealthy Citi- 
zen. The young couple lived with great content and 
ſatisfaction in their mutual Love and Aﬀecttion, during 
the firſt three years of their Marriage ; but being not 
yet bleſſ'd with any Children, thoſe deſired Fruits of 
their Conjugal Vows, the diſcouragements of their 
vigorous Embraces bred diſcontent ; and each blam'd 
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the other, for the want of that Happineſs neithcr 
could give. 
' ., Theſe Differences between Roderigo and Paulinta in- 
creas'd to that height, that Roderigo forſook her Bed, 
and often with opprobious 'Taunts., calld her Barren 
Doe; a'l his Satyrical Expreſſions, were ſtill pointed 
- with Refletions on her Sterility ; which ſhe unable 
to bear, with her wonted Patience and Submiſſion , 
complaincd to her Relations, of the unkindneſs of 
her ' Hysband , and defired their Interceſſion , often 
faying, ſhe believed he would be a contented Cuckold, 
upon condition, he was but a Preſumptive Father. 
'Theſe Diſcords were in ſome meaſure reconciPd by 
the Mediation of Friends ; þut'the occaſion of them 
was now grown the chat and entertainment of eyery 
Feaſt, and at laſt reached the Ears of Don Pedro de Ca- 
fello ayoung Gentleman, whoſe extravagant Pleaſures 
had much impayr'd his Eſtate, which oblig'd him to 
con fidep of ſome new methods of living, to maintain his 
Port and Quality. He was farpiliarly acquainted with 
Roderigo, and” the late diſcourſes he had heard of the 
ditterence þctween him and his Wife, rais'd new de- 
ſigns in his head of adrancing his Fortunes by a Court- 
ſhip to her, in which his own hopes, and her preſent 
Diſcontent flattered him with Succeſs. To this end, 
te watch'd all Opportunities to oblige him with ſume 
reſpectful Service, and not long after meeting Roderigo, 
who told him of the late misfortune he had in Hunting, 
to gore his Horſe upon a Stake as he leapt a Hedge, 
with the danger of his oun lite ; they fell upon a dil- 
courſe of the excellency of the Spaniſh Jennets , theip 
beautifu} Shape and Fleetneſs, in he cloſe of all, Rc- 
derigo told him he thought no Gentleman in Corduba 
was Maſter of a better Horſe than himſelf ; Dow Pedro 
preſently rcpiyed your Commendations Seignior will make 
me place a greater Value and Efteem upon him ;, and the 
next day, by his Servant pretented him with his Jen- 
net, and a Saddle and Foot cloth richly Embeoyduns. 
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This generous Kindneſs of Don Pedro fo highly en- 
dear'd him to Roderigo, that they vow'd eternal Friend- 
ſhip to each other ; were conitant Companions in all 
their Pleaſures and Diverſions, and the fame Soul 
ſeem'd to animate both their Bodies. This Intimacy 
gave Don Pedro free acceſs to Roderigo's Houſe, where 
he obſerved the diſguſts between him and his Wife, 
which, whenever he was abſent , by hisgracefnl Be- 
haviourand more particular Reſpetts to her, he'en- 
deavoured to improve to his own advantage. 

The afſiduous Addreſs of Don Pedro to Paulinta, and 
the continual flights of Roderigo , promis'd him ſucceſs 
in his Amours ; which he purſued with ſo much Arti- 
fice and Induſtry, that Roderigo was not in the leaſt jea- 
lous of his deſign, nor Paulinta inſenſible of his Aﬀecti- 
ons. Don Pedro had now made his Applications, for 
four Months , in amorous Glances, and courtly Smiles, 
which he flatter'd himſelf, had fo far prevaiPd upon her 
thaf nothing remain'd -but an cafie Conqueſt, and that 
ſhe would readily Surrender the Fort of Honour, afſoon 
as hehad the Opportunity to make one bold Attacque. 
"Twodays after Roderigo told Don Pedro , Seignior Corr- 
telet had deſir'd his Company to Hunt the next Mor- 
ning, which he had promis'd him ; and hoped he would 
not be thelaſt in the Field, who loved the Sport fo well. 
Den Pedro excus'd himſelf, that he had Buſineſs of 
great Conſequence fixt for that day , which Roder:- 
go believing , admittea of, and preſt no further. Ro- 
derigs being abroad a hunting , Dow Pedro followed his 
Game at home, and in exprets Terms, diſcover'd his 
Paſſion' to Paulinta, which ſhe recciv'd with diſdain, 
telling him , her Husband little ſuſpected that Sinceri- 
ty of Friendſhip he pretended to him was falſe and 
counterfeit , and that the Injury he had ofter'd him, 
would warrant his ſharpeſt Revenge. Don Pedro was 
very much ſurpriz'd at ſo unkind an Anſwer, and pray d 
that the reality ot his Love to her Perſon and Zeal to 
hep Service, might atone for the rudeneſs of his Lan- 
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guage ; and though he believed her Chaſt as the fam'd 
' Lucretia, yet when her too vigorous Vertue, ſhall be 
the occaſion of her Husband's diſcontent and her own 
Unhappineſs, common Prudence would adviſe to re. 
move both ; which ſince it was the true Senſe of his 
Diſcourſe, he hop'd rather to merit her Eſteem than 
deſerve her Reprimand. Paulinta with a look as if ſhe 
intended to ſmile , which was preſently daſh'd with a 
frown thus replycd ; The great Concernment you expreſs 
at my preſent Troubles Sei my Thanks , but did you as 
well conſider the ſacred Name of Vertue, which I muſt for 
ever diſown , you would not ſo umworthily tempt me to 
proſtitute my Honour, to cure the unreaſonable Capricio's of a 
diſcontented Husband : Thus firſt Offence Ile parden but be- 
ware you never provoke my Anger by a Second, which ſhall 
ron you ſenſible of your Fault, by the Fuſtice of your Pu- 
minment. 

Don Pedro ſecing all his hopes of a projected Happi- 
neſs, thus blaſted in a minute, refolv'd howeves not 
to quit his Deſign for a ſingle diſappointment, bur try 
to etfect that by Stratagem, which he could not attain 
by the common methods of Love and Addreſs. A- 
mongſt the Crowd of Thoughts and various Deſigns, 
his wandring Fancy prefented him with, he at laſt hit 
\ upan this one Conſideration which pleas'd above the 
reſt. Laura Paulinta's Woman was paſſionately in 
Love, with his Man Philip , who either deſpiſing her 
Poverty or coatemning her Beauty, flighted all otters of 
Kindnels with a ſullen Diſreſpect : Whereupon meeting 
her one day alone in the Street, he told her he under- 
itood ſhe had a particular Kindneſs for Philip , which he 
very well approv'd of, and if ſhe would come to his 
Lodgings in the afternoon, he would propoſe a way to 
make her happy in the enjoyment of her Lover. Lanu- 
ra overjoy'd at this, came accordingly, and after ſeve- 
ral diſcourſes on that Subject to her great ſatisfaction, 
he promis'd her Philip for a Husband, and a hundred 
Duccatoons Reward, ifthe would prevail with Paulints 
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to go to Fob de Blinco the Aſtrologer , who was famous 
for telling of Fortunes, helping Maids to their Sweet- 
Hearts , and curing Barrenneſs in Married Women, 
which he was confident, Paulinta would experience the 
Truth of, in a ſhort time, to the Joy and Content of 
her ſelf and Roderigo. Laura told him this would be 
ſo great an Obligation to them, that no Perſon was 
more proper than himſelf to recommend it to her 
Miſtreſs, which he excus'd as not confiltent with her 
Modeſty to hear, or his Friendſhip to diſcourit the 
Secrets of the Sheets and Sacred Royalties of the Marri. 
age Bed. At laſt Laura agreed to undertake it and ac- 
cordingly at the firſt Opportunity, propoſed it to her 
Miſtreſs, as a Thought of her own without ever na- 
ming Don Pedro , which he had poſitively forbid, and 
ſhe religiouſly ſwore to Obſerve. 

Paulinta, like ſome of her Sex, who by being too 
ſtrait lac'd, do often grow awry ; as the was ſtriftly 
Vertuous, was a litttle warp'd by Superſtition, and ra- 
ther than be lefs than good, endeavour'd to be more ; 
'This made her eaſily Credit Lawra's Diſcourſe, who 
having according to Don Pedro's Inſtructions, perſwa- 
ded her, of the lawfulneſs and certainty of Aftrological 
Judgments, ſhe preſently conclnded her (clf obligcd to 
make uſe of thote methods which would infallibly ren- 
der them both happy in a fruitful Offspring. Three 
days after Laura acquainted Don Pedro that the next 
morning under pretence of going to Maſs, Paulinta had 
determin'd to go to Fobn de Blmco's, to conſult him 
what wasthe reaſon of her want of Children, and what 
Prolific Remedies were beſt in her Caſe. Den Pedro 
was well pleas'd at this News and the more that ſhe 
did it without the privity and knowledge of Roderigo ; 
No ſooner was Lawra gone, but he went direttly to 
John de Blinco , forctold him of Paulimta's coming next 
day, her Buſineſs, and furniſh'd him with Anſwers of 
all ſorts to ſatisfic the Queries that ſhe or Lara ſhould 


make; gave him fifty Duccatoons in hand, and = 
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mis'd fifty more three days after, if the Deſign was 
diſcreetly manag'd. This de Blinco accepted, and al: 
ſurd him of his utmoſt Care and Fidelity. 

Next morning, Paulinta attended by Laura , went 
accordingly, and 'inquir'd if Seignior De RB/incd the 
learnd Aſtrologer was within ; upon which they were 
conducted up Stairs into his Chamber ; De Blinco pre- 
ſently came out of his Study in a Furr'd Gown, and 
blew Sattin Cap, with two and thirty Corners , bla- 
zon'd according to the points of the Compaſs ; the 
gravity of his Beard and folemn Meen, furniſh'd them 
with a Reſpect and Reverence ſuitable to his Quality. 
Paulmta began to diſcourſe her Buſineſs to him , which 
he prevented by telling her, You need not tronhle your 
ſelf Lady, to acquaint me with one Tuttle you have to ſay, 
the Starrs have already better inform'd me, and if you pleaſe 
ro have a little Patience till I have made a perfett Fudg- 
ment of the Scheme, I have but now erefted , I hope the 
preſent Face of the Heavens will return you (by me their 
Mouth) a = and pleaſing Anſwer. De Blinco went 
back to his Study, nal ; = Ta with Impatience wait- 
ed his Return. About an hour after he came out again 
witha pair of Compatlles in one hand, and a large 
Scheme in the other, and n-w Lady (faid he) Iam prepar'd 
to reſolve all your Doubts ; but firſt let me tell you at your 
Birth I calculated your Nativity, of which this x the Ft 
gure. You are the only Daughter of Don Camillo, T ſee 
very plainly bere, and the preſent Conjunttion was very un- 
kind to you ; you have ſix Enemies and but one Friend in this 

' whole Houſe, under their malignant Influence you have ſuf- 
fer'd theſe ſeveral years, but now they have ſpit their Venom 
and the favourable Aſpett of your Friend , ſhall make you 
Glorious and Triumphant. But as to your preſent Buſineſs, 
you deſire to know the reaſons of your Barrenneſs , and. the 
Cure ; The general Reaſons are three, which proceed, from 
the three elemental Spirits , Tohu, Bohu and Vezi, and 
theſe I have already reconcil'd you to: Now as to the Cure, 


yours is the moſt deſperate Caſe that ] ever met with, there 
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is but one Man in the World born under the ſame Configu- 
ration with your ſelf , and unleſs you are in Conjunition 
with him , you will never be Prolific. Alas (aid Paulinta 
I am the unbappief Creature in the World ! Pray Sir look 
again I have told you all the Truth, reply'd Ds Blinco, alrea- 
4 and can add no more; but if you deſire to know that ſingle 
Man, it is within the power of my Art to diſcover him to you. 
Paulinta intreated it, and de Blinco thus went on ; Is 
the Sycamore Walk of the Carmelites Garden ; at four in the 
Evening after the next full Moon (which is your Auſpicions 
Planet ) you will ſee him ſitting alone upon a Bench reading 

uevedo's Viſions ; andthat s the Phenix you look for. 
Paulinta having nobly rewarded him , delir'd to have 
it in Writing , which he gave her, and then taking leave, 
wiſh'd that bleſſed minutewas now come which could 
only ſatisfie her labouring Mind in the Truth of theſe 
ſtrange PrediCtions. 

Learned Mythologiits, who beſt expound the Myſte- 
rys of Poetic Fictions, ſay, the antient Heathens wor- 
ſhip'd the Moon, under the name of Lucina the God- 
dels of Midwifry ; and the old Women of thoſe days, 
thought her in Travel when ſhe ſuffered an Eclipſe, 
and by the beating of Kettles, and ſcraping of Trenchers 
kindly endeavour'd to recover her from thoſe fainting 
Fits , by their hoarſe Prayers and diſmal Noiſes. But 
never did they pray more heartily than Paulinta did, 
to ſee her in the full Circle of her reſplendant Glory : 
Nor did ſhe more paſſionately careſs Endymion aa 
ſhe ſtoopt to kiſs the fair Youth ; than Paulmia now 
did her, for the fake of her unknown Gallant. 

The wiſh'd for day is come at laſt, but the ſluggiſh 
hour mov*d on too flow to anſwer the earneſt and lon- 
ging expectations of thoughtful Paulinte ; the clock 
had no ſooner ſtruck three , but ſhe call'd Laura, and 
made halt to the Garden , and ſtill as ſhe paſs'd along 
(impatient of delay ) ſent her eyes, the quick Harbingers 
of her troubled mind to make the happy Diſcovery. 
But oh the ſtrange (urprize ! juſtas ſhe cntred the Syca- 
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more Walk, ſhe ſaw Dow Pedro upon the next Bench 
leaning on' his Arm in a melancholy poſture , and rea- 
ding to himſelf. Paulints knew him at firſt ſight, and 
ſiddenly ſtept back, as if her tender foot had preſt the 
poyſonous Adder, or more loathſom Toad : Den Pedro 
looking up ſpy'd Pawlinta in diſorder , whom he appro- 
ach'd with that Civility and ReſpeCt he conſtantly pay'd 
her; whilſt ſhe prudently endeavour'd to hide her Paſli- 
ons, and pleaſantly ask'd him what Book that was in 
his hand; It is Madam, ſaid Don Pedro, Quevedo's Vi- 
ſions, he is a merry Companion, with whom I have diver- 
red many a tedions hour and melancholy Thought ; if you ave 
a Stranger to him, pray accept him from my hands , and [ 
am ſure npon better Acquaintance, you will give him the beſt 
reception he deſerves. Paulinta receiv'd it, and at that 
minute by one amorous Glance diſcover'd the Infir- 
mity of that Vertue which was thought to be impreg- 
nable, but now forc'd to retreat, and give place to a 
more powerful and ſuccceſsfu!l Vice. 

Frequent enterviews, at length made Paulinta's ob- 
durate Heart malleable, and her Innocence and chaſt 
Reſolutions, were by degrees undermin'd , and all her 
Pretenfions ro Honour, laid in the duſt by the Craft 
of Don Pedro, and the Roguery of De Blmeo. Asto 
the firſt At of Commiſſion, 1 could charitably think 
her almoſt Innocent , becauſe ſhe was betrayed to #, 
but when once ſhe came to reliſh thoſe forbidden Plca- 
ſures, and grow Wanton m the enjoyment , Meſſal:- 
»a was leſs Intemperate, ſhe had both the Impu- 
dence of a Dwegna , and the laſciviouſnels of a Cour- 
rezan. 

Theſe Intrigues, were for ſome time ſo well mana- 
ged by the cunning of Lawra, that Roderigo exther not 
knew of them, or contrary to the common Temper of 
his Country , pretended Ignorance ; and rather choſe 
to conceal her Infamy, and his own abuſe , than pub- 
Iſh it to'the World , by a notorious and bloody Re- 
venge. But at laſt her Lewdnels grew fo — 
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that he was now become the common Cornuto for 
every laviſh finger to point at ; Thisſo enrag'd him 
that he threatned her with the ſevereſt Tortures , if 
ſhe did not confeſs her Guilt, or juſtite her Innocence. 
Paulinta upon her Knees , with Tears in her Eyes, 

ray'd his Patience and common Juſtice , aſfur'd him 
of her Fidelity, and with a thouſand horrid Imprecations 
deſir'd her dying Fame might be for ever attended 
with all thoſe marks of Ignominy , with which the 
malice and detraQtion of her Eriemies had ſtayn'd her 
living Reputation , if ſhe had been ever guilty of the 
leaſt of thoſe Crimes, they had {0 unjuſtly charg*d up- 
on her. Roderigo credulouſly believ'd her, and was 
perfettly reconcil'd. 

Three months after, Paulinta appear'd big with Child 
to the great Satisfation of her Husband, and in that 
time had behav'd her ſelf with that Prudence and 
Caution, that no Man was more ready to accuſe her 
than he to Vindicate her Honour, from the Calumnies 
and Aſperſions of ſuch malevolent Tongues. At her 
time of Travel, no Husband was more tenderly con- 
cern'd for a Wife than Roderigo for Paulinta ; and being 
told they had ſmall hopes of preſerving the Child, but 
leſs of ſaving her, he wept bitterly. At lalt it was re- 
ſolv'd her Caſe was deſperate, and their beſt endeavours 
to be employ'd in care of the Child, for whom likea (c- 
cond Ceſar they made his way by Inciſion. The Fa- 
ther impatiently defired a ſight of his Son and Heir, 
which he had ſo heartily praycd for : But oh the Hor- 
ror and Confuſion-! it had the exatt reſemblance of a 
Goat in the Face, with a long grizly Beard , but in all 
other parts of excellent Shape and Feature. At this 
dreadtul ſight, Roderigo immediately loſt his Wits ran 
raving about the Houſe, crying out, O wicked and for- 
ſworn Wretch ! and three days after, dyed ſtark ſtaring 
Mad. The monſtruous Birth expired within few mi- 
nutes after it was born. 


Don 
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Don Pedro followed his old courſe of Revelling 
all night with his drunken Companions ; and being at 
the Tavern when this tragical News was brought, he 
ſmil'd at it, and told the Company (who were ſupriz'd 
to hear fo ſad a Relation ) that he could ſpice it with a 
Cup of Mirth, and ſo began the Account of his De- 
baucheries with Paulinta, and how by the Confede- 
racy of De Blinco he had betray'd her to his wicked 
Lult; which being heard by the Company with Hortor 
and Deteſtation ; he was immediately apprehended by 
an Alguezle and carried before the Magiſtrates of Cor- 
duba, and Orders iſſued out for the taking De Blincs, who 
was brought in the ſame Furr'd Gown and Corner'd 
Cap, and by the Evidence and Confeſſion of Don Pedro, 
who alſo produc*d his Note for the Receipt of the laſt 
fifty Duccatoons with his Hand and Seal ; He was con- 
demned to be firſt whipt through the Streets of Corduba 
with Scorpions, and then ſent to the Mines at Peru. Dor 
Pedro though a Gentleman, receiv'd the Puniſhment of 
the moit infamous MalefaCtor, by being branded in the 
Forehead , and then fent to the Galleys, where he 
continued two years, and was then taken by the Tarks 
and carried into Argiers , where he lived and dycd inthe 
Miſery of perpetual Slavery. Laura to avoid her pro- 
portion of Puniſhment, made her Eſcape from Corduba, 
and her Body was five days after found miſerably torn 
and mangled in the Wood of Macardis. 


tempts Paulinta, to inquire thoſe forbidden Secrets of De 
Blinco (the Devils Emiſſary) which have no Record but 
in the claſpt Book of Providence ; for which he is juſtly 
Branded with an ignominious Letter. Adulterous Pau- 
linta ſuffers her Puniſhment, where ſhe firſt enjoy'd the 
Pleaſures of her Sin; and De Blincois whipt here with 
SCOTP10Ns, and FUTries hereafter. 


Thus Don Pedro” like the wily of in Paradice, fiſt 
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M193, 33 
Parmel azd Cleandra. 


Dy. Parimel by an Opiate Powder debauches Cleandra, gets 
her with Child and marries her, C _— in Revenge 
commits Adultery with Seignior Makenti, her former Coo 
ver ; Dr. Parmel firſt gives her the foul Diſeaſe, and then 
deſigning to poyſon her, by miſtake poyſons himſelf. Clean- 
dra dyes miſerably in ! tho [ azarctto, and Makenti lives 
mfamouſly having loft his Noſe and beth his Eyes. 


Eignior Conto, Was © Gentleman of great Worth and 

Abilities, who upon the Death of Seigniof Bard, 
was one of thoſe many Candidates for the Procurator- 
ſhip of St. Mark at Venice, which was now become vacant: 
But Fortune not tavouring his defigns, and the potency 
of his Advcrſarics, prevailing againtt his Intereſt (though 
no Perſon had better detery of that Republick) loſt it 
upon this, ({ceing the merit of all his former Services 
difeltecm'd) retir'd trom Venice in diſcontent, and fixt 
at Marl: his Country Houſe hve. miles diſtant. Seignit- 
or Cont was Maitcr ofa very conſiderable Eſtate , and 
bleſt with one only Child a Daughter, and nam'd 
Cleandra , whoſe native Beauty, vertuous Education, 
and the Honour of her Faril Y, "made her highly valued 
by all ; but amonglt the crowd of Suitors who made 
their Addreſſes to her ,Seignior Makentia Perſon of great 
Eſtate and a Gentleman of Venice, was that happy Man, 
who had gain'd the AtteCtions of the Daughter, and 
Reſpect of her Parents; and in the Opinion vt - the 
World, would carry the beautitul Prize from the reit ol 
thenumerous Pretenders. 

At this time, a young Gentleman whoſe naine was 
Seignior Parmel, having lately commenced Dr. of Phyſick 
at Padua, (whoſe Father had been Scignior C:ts's mtis 
matcand familiar Acquaintance at Fic) came over 
to Marli to make a Vilit to Scignior Coxts and his La- 
dy, who at firit ſight was ſo cnamour d on the Beauty 

() of 
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of Cleandra, that though his diſcretion forbid hirh ma- 
king any publick Application to her, who was a For- 
tune beyond his reach ; yet he flatter'd himſelf with 
hopes of Succeſs, if he could by any means divert the 
intended Marrige between her and Makenti. In this 
Deſign one lucky Accident advantag*d him more than 
all his Wit and Invention could do ; for there happening 
a Quarrel between Seignior Makenti and Seignior Laſ- 
(um, upon diſcourſe of Seignier Conto's miſſing the Pro- 
curatorſhip of St. Mark, after ſeveral ſharp Expreſſions 
on both ſides, Seignior Laſſuno drew his Dagger, and 
ſuddenly ſtab'd Seignior Makenti into the Breaſt four 
inches deep,and immediately made his eſcape. Chirur- 
gions were ſent for who dreſt Makenti's Wound , tel- 
ling him they hop'd to make a good Cure of it, for 
though it was very deep it had miſs'd the Vitals, which 
in ſix weeks time they etfefted. The great loſs of Blood 
Makenti ſaffcr'd, threw him into a Conſumption, upon 
which he was remov'd to Padua , where he continued 
for three months with ſmall hopes of Recovery, In 
this tine Dr. Parme] made trequent Viſits at Seigrfior 
Conto's , and by his inſinuating Carriage and Behavi- 
our had gain'd a more than ordinary Friendſhip in the 
Family ; but yet conſidering the vaſt dil-proportion be- 
tween his Quality and Fortune, and Seignior Cento's ; 
neverdurit diſcover to the Father or Daughter, that 
Love and Aﬀection which lay ſmothering in his Breaſt. 
After ſeveral Conſiderations how to effect his Purpale, 
at laſt he reſolv'd to try how farthe miſterious Secrets 
ofhis own Art and Profeſſion could aſſiſt his Deſign, and 
accordingly one day prepar'd an Opiate Powder, which 
he had compounded of ſuch Ingredients as he thought 
moſt proper, and waited an Opportunity to give 1t 
Cleandra wm ſuch a Vehicle, as would admit no Diſco- 
very. 

Three days after in the Evening Dr. Parme! came 
down from his Study, and found Cleandra in the Kitchin 


making a pot of Chocolate , for the Entertainment of 
ſome 
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ſome Friends in the Parlour ; Cleandra offer'd him a 
Diſh, who thanked her, and ſaid he would accept it 
upon Terms that ſhe would drink another, which being 
agreed too, he privately convey'd the Opiate Powder 
into her Meſs, without any Sufpition. About an hour 
after the Powder bcgan to operate fo ecfteCtually , that 
though ſhe endeavour'd to divert the Drowſineſ$ 
which had fo ſtrangely crept upon her, by walkingin the 
Garden, and other violent Agitation , yet at laſt it pre- 
rail'd, and ſhe was forc't to retire to het Chanſber, 
where ſhe repos'd herſelf upon the Bed, charm'd irto 
a deep Sleep by the powerful Medicine. Dr. Parmel 
narrowly watch'd her, and ſeeing her go into the Cham- 
ber followed atter, and there found her upon the Bed 
faſt aſleep ; whereupon obſerving the reſt of the Family 
were otherwiſe buſicd thought he might now tecurely, 
proſecute his wicked Deſign and locking the Chamber 
Door, treacherouſly robb'd ſleeping Cleandra of her 
Honour and Virginity , which her waking Vertue had 
conſtantly defended againſt all the Temptations of Luſt 
and Charms of [,ove. "The Doctor having thus far ac- 
complith'd his nds, opencd the Door and went otit 
undiſcover'd, leaving Cl:an4+a fait aſleep, who continu- 
«d fo for ſeveral hours till the ſoporitc Vertue of the 
Powder was extinguiſhed , and then wak'd without 
being in the leaſt ſenſible of the Injury ſhe had received 
from thoſe villanious Practices of the Doctor, but asplea- 
fing Dreams or the ſportive Frolicks of Fancy and ima- 
gination preſented her with. Dr. Parme! two days 
aftcr took his leave and return'd to Venice , expect- 
ing with Impatience, the Iſſue of this odd Expe- 

riment, | 
Five Months after, Seighior Makent; whoſe Recove- 
ry had been retarded by frequent Relapſes, return'd 
to Marl; in perfeth Health , and earneitly defred that 
his Eſpouſals with the fair Cleandra might now be no 
longer deferred, which hisown Mistortune had been the 
unhappy cauſe of; but being acquainted that his Mi- 
© 2 : ſtre(s 
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ſtreſs had for ſome time been very much indiſpos'd and 
now kept her Chamber, deſired to ſee her, whom he 
found fo ſtrangely alter d, he ſcarce knew her to be the 
ſame, but by the taint Remains of that flouriſhing Beau- 
ty which had once reign d in her Face, and made a 
Conquelt of his Heart. Seignior Makenti was equally 
ſurpriz'd and griev'd to {ee herin this Condition, ſhe 
wasgrown pale and lean, her Eyes were livid and hol- 
low, and all the expreſſions of her Tongue, ſpoke anin- 
ward and ſetled diſcontent of Mind. Sceignior Conto 
and his Lady were no lets afflicted, and adviſed with fe- 
veral of the moſt eminent Phyſitians, what ſhould be 
the Cauie of her Diſtemper, and what the moſt proper 
and {peedy Cure ;- they all agreed ſhe was with Child, 
and her Diſeaſe no other than the natural Infirmities ef 
Women in fuch Caſcs, which her Parents hcard with 
Horrour and Amazement. 'The Doctors being gone, 
her Fathcr and Mother with Tears in their Eyes con- 
mrd her to tcll the Truth, and diſcover who was that 
luſtful Paramour that had defpoyl'd her of her Honour, 
and brought that ſtain and infamy upon their Family, 
which all their Tears were not able to waſh away. 
Cleandra with no lets trouble and aſtoniſhment, deny?d 
the Guilt of ftuch lewd Debauchcrics, and by all 'the Sa- 
cred Powers of Heaven proteſted her Innocence and un- 
ſpotted Chaſtity: "The Sighs, Tears, and paſſionate 
mph ecations of Cleandra, perſivaded her Parents at lait 
to think the Doctors miſtaken in their Judgments, and 
that the ſwelling of her Belly , which they conſidered 
as an Argument of her Pregnancy , was . occaſioned 
by « Tympany or ſome other Preter-natural Tumour, 
which was the real Cauſe of her preſent Diſtemper. 

Some time after Dr. Parmel came over to Marl; and 
excuſil himſelf that the multitude of Bulineſs had made 
him ſo great a Stranger, and wanting in thoſe reſpectful 
Viſits their great Civiltics obliged him to; and miſſing 
Cleandra at Dinner, particularly Inquir'd how ſhe did, 


and ii ſhewas yet marrried ? Her Mother anſwer'd 
with 
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with a Sigh, that ſhe was very ill and had been 6 for 
two months paſt, in which time ſhe had not ſtirr'd out 
of her Chamber; Dr. Parmel ſeem'd very much con- 
cern'd at the young Ladies illneſs, and deſired he might 
be admitted to fee her, and that he ſhould think him-, 
ſelfextreamly happy if the beſt of his Art aud Skili could 
contribute any thing to her Recovery . Her Mother 
told him, ſhe was afraid ſhe already too well underitood 
her Diſtemper, which in duc time Nature would dif- 
charge of it ſelf, and that indeed ſhe was aſham'd any 
Friend ſhould ſee her in that Condition, which would 
cnd inShame to her ſelf, and Difgrace to all her Relati- 
ons. 'The Dr. ſeem'd wholly ignorant of what ſhe 
meant (though extreamly pleas'd at the ſucceſs of his 
Deſign) and till more earneſtly preſt to ſee her, which 
at lait ſhe conſented to, and conducted him to Cleandra's 
Chamber, whom he found alone extreem Pentive and 
Melancholy. The DoCtor after he had expreſt hisReſpects 
and Sorrow tor hcr pretent Ilncts, detircd to feel her 
Pulſe , and aftcr tevcral other critical Oblervations more 
tor form than any thing clſe, told her Mother her Dt- 
ſtempcr now would not be of long Continuance , that 
ſhe was certainly with Child, and all that he could di- 
rect was as a Friend and not a Phyſitian, that they 
would prevail with her to contels who was the Father, 
and by a ſpeedy Marriage, prevent that Difgrace , 
which otherwiſe was unavoidable ; whereupon the Mo- 
thcr deſired him to ule his Endeavours with her, to 
ditcover the Perſon, and that ſhe would withdraw, that 
Cleandra might with more Freedom diſcouric him, and 
accordingly did fo. Afecr the Dr. had ſaid what he 
thought convenient, in puriuit of that Quettion which 
be him{elf was only able to anfiver,he took his leave and 
told her Mother that was he not attur'd by all thote in- 
tallibleSymptoms he had obtcrv'd that ſhe waswithChild, 
her ſolema Proteſtations to the contrary, would almoit 
pcr{wade him to credit what ſhe had faid in her own 
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Vindication : upon which her Mother ask'd him if it 
was poſlible for a Woman to Conceive in her Sleep, 
without being fenfible of thoſe Pleaſures of Fruition, 
and the Perlon ſheenjoy'd; to which the Dr. anſwe- 
red it was poſlible, and that we might obſerve it in 
ſeveral Perſons who walk in their Sleep, and do thoſe 
ſeveral Acts of which they have no remembrance when 
they wake. "This onc. Argument prevail'd with Seigni- 
Or Conto and his Ladv, to beiicve Cleandra was with 
Child, and at the ſame time innocent of the Guilt and 
ignorant of the Perſon; for ihe had oftentimes walked 
about her Chamber , and ſometimes down into the Dai- 
ry, and ſo to Bedagain, without remembring one tittle of 
tnext morning. 

After ſeveral Conſiderations what was to be done in 
a mattcr of {o much difficu!'v, 2:4 that did they know 
the real Father, he mightpoſlibly prove to be theGreom 
or Footman, where the diſcredit and reproach of ſucha 
Match would be cqual to the infamous tame of Cour- 
tezan ; the Nr. told them that it- they thought him a 
worthy Husband for Cleandra, he would marry her 
Immediately, nor did he value hor being with Child, 
nor who was the Father, fince he was {owell fatisfhied 
hcr Soul was immaculate and pure, though her Reputa- 
tion was ſtain'd ; and that the preterving of her Fame, 
and the Honour of fo Hlluſtrious a Family, was more 
dear to him than any private Intcrelt or Reſpect to him- 
ſelf; Scignior Corte was infinitely pleas d to hear the 
Ir. exprets him(clfin thoſe T'erms, and after his molt 
particular Thanks , told him he would endeavour in 
tew days to difpoſeChandra to the Match , which he 
did, and ten dayes aficr they were privately married, 
not long after, Scignior Cento and his Lady both dycd 
and left their whole FEitate to Pr. Parmel, and his Chil- 
dren by Cleandra ; who now lived at Marl; in great 
eltcem and Reputation. 
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It happened oneday after Dinner, the DoCtor being in 
amoſt plcafant Humour, and the Diſcourſe of the Com- 
pany leading to it, he told them by what Trick he had 
married a Perion of that Quality and Eſtate Cleandra 
was ; at which they ſeem'd very much ſurpriz'd, but in 
Compliment commended his Deſign, which had now 
crown'd him with ſo bountiful a Succeſs. Cleandra bit 
her Lip, and by change of Colour, diſcovered the in- 
ward perplexity of her Thoughts, nor could ſhe alto- 
gether refrain from ſome paſſionate expreſſions of her 
Reſentment, that ſhe ſhould lye under the great Scan» 
dal of a Whore, and loſe her Lover Makent: whom ſhe 
loved dearer than her Lite , and be > baſely betray'd 
into a Marriage with lo mean and pertidious a Wretch 
as the DoCtor was. Sgme time after ſhe writ a Letterto 
Makenti, and acquainted him with all the Circumſtances 
of this Relation, who was extreamly troubled at it ; 
and upon the firſt Diſcourſe of her being with Child, 
had utterly fortaken her an'l never fince ſeen her. "The 
Liſcoyery of this Intrigue, created a more particular 
Love and Reſpect between Makenti and Cleandra, who 
rcadily agreed, to revenge the Injury they had both r: 
cciv'd from the faithlets Doctor, by abuſing his Bed it: 
their Adulterous Enjoyments, and charging his Forehead 
with the ſhameful Emblem of a Cuckold, which they 
thought the heinoulneſs of the provocation, would war- 
rant them in. "Thus did they continue in their Adul- 
tcrous Pleafires, till the Doctor grew ſenſible of it, and 
by frequent Obſervations of their private Meetings, was 
ſutfcicntly contirm'd in the "Truth of their luittul Fm- 
braces; whereupon he reſolv'd to mect them with a 
proportionate Revenge which he thus ctte&ted. Having 
a young Gentlewoman under , Cure , who was very 
much afficted with the Venerial Diſtemper, he dc- 
fgnedly infected himſelf with it, which he communica- 
tcd to his Wite , and ſhe to Makenti , who neithcr of 
them ſu'pecting the preſent Caute of their Illneſs, were 


ſa ſurpriz'd by the Venom of the Diteale, that Adakems 
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in a ſhort time loſt his Nofe and both his Eyes, and 
hardly eſcap'd with Life, ſpending the reſt of his days 
in Shame and Repentance, C/candra languiſh'd a long 
time in great Miſery, which hcr Husband faw with 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction, and growing weary at laſt to 
ſee her Diſtemper 15 tedious in the Puniſhment he 
deſign'd, prepar d a Cordial tor her in which he infus'd 
a large Doſe of Poyſon , and recommending it to'her 
as a great Reſtorative to take at three in the afternoon, 
went abroad expctting at his Return to find her in the 
Agonies of Death. Dr. Parmel coming back very hot 
and faint (it being the midit of Auguſt) went directly 
to her Chamber, and fitting down by the Beds-fide 
took aGlals of Cordial Drink, wich {tood by amongit 
the reit, and haſtily drank it ol , - ry kindly askiing 
her how ſhe did, and what good i! {und by that Cor- 


dial hc had ordcrd her; I hawe 7 taken it, faid 
Cleendra , and don't deſign it till to ; ' for T find my 
felf much better than I was; at Whici) ' tor ttarted 
and calPd for it, when the Maid ©: (ii that why ts 
you drank Sir , at which he crv a au 7 on poyſon'd;, 1 


am poyſon'd;, and tent tor his Contitior, to whom he rc- 
lated his intended Defign of povioning his Wite, which 
he was now heartily forry for, and in two hours fell in- 
to Violent Convultions, and dved in great "Torment. 
Cleandra Continucd in a molt fad and deplorable Con- 
dition, and was aficrwards remov'd to the Latzaretts, 
where the dycd in Miſery and *Ignominy. 


Thus we fee wItious Lives end m infamous Deaths , and 
the ſubtle Dr. Parmel a: laſt decery d himnile If ; and 
was overtaken by a Puniſhment as juſt as unexpected 
The liſtful Nakenti, and the fair but un: haſt Clcan: 

(ir recerve ther Tormeont by the po /omorrs S!UNg of 

roſe Pleaſures they [0 Laſciwicnſly and Adulteronſly «= 


”/) »* LEE 
ee Ca $73, 


HIST: 


Hiſt, V. 201 


HITS EE 1 
Bertolin ad Aurella. - 


Monſieur Bertolin commits Adultery with Aurella, Aon- 
ſieur Chapee's Wife, his intimate Friend ; upon the Diſco 
wery whereof ſhe ſtabs her ſelf. Monſieur Chapee m 
Revenge cheats Orinta , i the diſguiſe of Bertolin her 
Husband, and lyes with her ; Bertolin ſurprizes thems in 
Bed, mortally Wounds Orinta, and is then kilPd by Cha- 


pee, who is apprehended and Executed for the Murther 
and Adultery. 


wr the Reign of that Augy/# and noble Prince, Henry 
4J the 4th King of France, the Marqueſs of Cont: was 
made Governourof Or/eans, in whoſe Family Monficur 
Bertolin and Monſieur Chapee, two young Gentlemen of 
Noble Birth, and rclatcd to the Marquetsand his Lady, 
receiv « their Education and firſt Inſtructions in Arms 
and Military Diſcipline : the cquality of their Age and 


,- 
£ 


Fortunes with their conſtant Society, rendered them 
by degrees moſt intimate and familiar Friends ; and it 
their outward Shape and Features could add any thing 
to the inward Harmony of their AtfeCtions ; © never 
were two Perſons more alike, they appcar'd the ſame, 
diltinguiſh'd only by the diticrent Appellations of Ber- 
tolm and Chapee. But as the tigure of their Bodics fo 
nearly reſembled cach other, fo their 'T'emper of Mind 
was as much unlike, Bertolm was proud and haughty, 
of a Courage that rather tear'd no Evil than lov'd whats 
Good, Chapee was modclt and humble lov'd Goodnets 
tor it's own native Beauty, and thought nothing fo bate 
and degenerous in a Gentleman as Sin and Wickednel(s 
At this time dved Nliunficur /c 7:14 great Unkle to the 
NMarqucts,and left his Iſtatc to Aurelia young Ladvanl 
his Neecc, the Care of whote Pcrion and Fortune he 
committed to the Marqueſs of Cit; and his Lady, un- 
dcr whote prudent Government, ſherecciv'd all the ac- 
compliſhments of a Religious and Vertuous Lady. | 1 

c 


_— 


* 202 God's Revenge againſt Adultery. 

The conſtant Converſation of Bertolin and Chapee 
with Aurella, and the conſideration of her Fortune, 
which was very great, ſoon fired their Hearts with the 
Flames of Love and Aﬀection towards her. "Ihe mo- 
deſty of Aurella, her excellent Beauty and ſweetneſs of 
Temper, were Charms able to warm the moſt frozen 
Breaſt, with zcal to her Perſon and admiration of her 
Vertue. 'Theſe two Rivals made their Courtſhip to 
Aurella in Smiles and Glences, and all thoſe little Ser- 
vices which might render them grateful to her, in 
which Bertolim and Chapee endeavoured to outdoe cach 
other, but ſtill with that Reſpe& and Friendſhip, that 
no Clouds of Jealouſie appear'd by any outward ex- 
preſſions of Diſreſpect. "They us'd often to Hunt to- 
gether, and one Morning, Chapee ſent his Servant to 
Bertolin to acquaint him, he was going abroad a Hunt- 
ing and defir'd his Company : Bertolin return'd | his 
Thanks, and told him he was yet in Bed, but would 
riſe and follow after ; who did ſo, but when he came 
into the Field, as he ſoon found the reſt of the Company 
ſo he milt Chapee, and inquiring where he was, they 
anſwer'd, he came out with them, but the Dogs making 
a defaulr Iy yonder Copſe he ridin, and ſince they had 
nor ſeen him. Bertolin after four hours ſtay, (Chapee 
not yet coming, and the Sport growing cold) return'd 
home where he expected to have met him, but the 
Groom to'd him he went abroad in the Morning, 
with the Dogs and had not been at home ſince, where- 
upon he went to Avwrella's Chamber, where her Maid 
anſwered ſhe was gone out in the Coach alone upon a 
Viſit to Puntarzr, "I'he Weather being hot and Bertolin 
weary with his Mornings Exerciſe, he went to his 
Chamber, where after a turn or-two, he lay down and 
drew the Curtains : a quarter of an hour after Chapee, 
and Aure/l/z coming by his Chamber (the ſame Stairs 
leading to her Apartment) ſaw the door open and no 
Body there ; and [uppoſing Bertolin was yet in the Ficld 
walxcd in; Lut no ſooner had they begun to expreſs 


the 


Hiſt. V. Bertolin a»d Aurclla, 203 


the conſtancy and ſincerity of their Aﬀection to each 
other, but they ſaw the Marqueſs coming croſs the 
Court with mitent as they ſufpected to viſit Auretla, 
upon which Chapee, haſtily asked if he ſhould not that 
night be happy in her arms ? Ns my dear, ſaid Aurella, 
come between eleven and twelve, when my Maid is gone to 
ber © hamber,and give three ſcratches upon the Door with 
your hand, let that be the ſignal and I will open it and let 
you in, 'The Marqueſs was now coming up the ſtairs, 
and Chapee and Aure/la being unwilling he ſhould ſee 
them together immediately parted. 

Bertclin overheard this diſcourſe, and preſently fuf- 
pected Chapee had dealt deceitfully with him by inviting 
him abroad to Hunt, that he mightalone enjoy the beau: . 
tiful Aurelia, which he had reaſon to believe from the 
freedom oftheir late Diſcourſe, and that Chapee fo ſoon 
Icft the Field, and when he came back found Anrells 
was gone out, who had no doubt made an Aſſignation 
to meet him, of which this was the Reſult that Chapee 
ſhould that night be admitted to Aurella's Bed, towhich 
promiſe his own Fars were Witneſſes. Bertcl;m who 
ever had a molt paſſionate Love for Aurella, and al+ 
ways believed her of unſpotted Reputation and un- 
queſtionable Vertue ; now began to exclaim againit 
all her falfe and counterfeit pretenfions to Mo- 
deſty; call'd herall the names of a Whore and Strum- 
pet which did not ſo much trouble him that ſhe was 
diſhoneſt , of which he now made no queſtion , but 
that he himielf was not her happy Paramour, and to 
. ſec Chapee preterr'd to thoſe Pleaſures to which his own 
Merit and Abilities gave him equal claim, was an af- 
front he ſcorn'd to bear. However ſince he had a Re- 
venge ſo ſweet in his own power, he refolv'd to proſe- 
cute it, and ſupplant Chapee of thoſe Delights Aurella 
h«d promis d with more Lu!t in her than Deſert in him : 
And having theSignal which woutid gain him admittance 
at the hour appointed, he concluded to make ule of it 


to his own Advantage, Night being come andSuprer 
| | ended 
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ended, Aurel/a retir'd to her Chamber, and Bertolin 
endeavour'd to engage Chapee in Company with ſome 
Gentkkmen of their Acquaintance at Cards, whilſt he 
attended the lucky hour ; which he did with ſo much 
Artihce , excuſing himlielf that he was very ill of a 
pain in his Head , and defir'd to withdraw to his Cham- 
ber, that Chapee was obligd in Civility to his Friends, 
to ſtay with them, though he intended not to forfeit 
Aurella's Promiſe by two firict an obſervance of the 
Rules of Friendſhip and good Manners. Berto/;m went 
up to his Chamber and undreſt, diligently waiting till 
he heard Avrella's Maid go out of her Chamber, and 
then in his Gown and Slippers went ſoftly up, and 
ſcratched three times upon her Door , ſhe preſently 
roſeand opened it; the Candle was gone for fear the 
light might give any occaſion of Sufpition, and A- 
rella took Bertolin by the hand and led him to her 
Bed, gently whifpering him not to ſpcak for fear they 
ſhout be over-heard by the Lady in the next Cham- 
ber. 

Whilit Ber:o{;z was revelling in ſtoln Dclights, and ri- 
fling the richeſt Jewel in the whole 'Treafury of Love, 
Chapee came to the Door and fſcratch'd three timcs, 
according, to Aurella's Directions, which Bertolm heard, 
but Aurel/a's Senſes were alllolt, and dillolv'd in Rap- 
tures of Bliſs. Chapee tor fear of being ditcoycred, 
went diſcontedly back to his Chamber, accuſing the 
mnocent Arre//z of Treachery and Inmuſtice, and curſing 
his unhappy Stars which firlt inclin'd him to Love and 
belicve falle. anddeceitful Women. In the morning car- 
ly Bertolin ſtole from Aurella's arms, leaving her faſt a- 
flecp and went to his own Chamber and fo to Bed ; his 
languiſhing Spirits covetcd a Refreſhment, and cach 
weary Mcmbcr a quict Repolc. Aurellz according to 
her Cuſtom hcaring the Bell toll to Chappcl , drelt aud 
went to Praycrs, where ſhe faw Chapee with a fad and 
dcjected Countcnance like one who had been all night 
uader the ſeveritics of Pennance, which ſhe little ſui- 
7 ſpcccd 
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ſpeted had been true in the literal ſenſe, Prayers 
being done, Aurella went up to her Chamber and Cha- 
2e followed , and upon the Stairs with a ſtern look told 
her, he thought his preſent Title to her AtfeCtions had 
been of more value with her than to be fo flighted, and 
her promiſe more ſacred to him than ſo cafily violated. 
Aurella reply'd I am ſorry my Dear, you did nit reap the 
ſatisfaion you expefted , I had —_ our endearments had 
been mutual and our Happineſs equal in our exalted Toys. 
"Che Marqueſs at that word call'd Chapee , which broke 
off the Diſcourſe. Arre/l/a went up to her Chamber ve- 
ry much dillatisfied with Chapee's Behaviour and Ex- 
preſlions, and he no leſs concern'd at her Reply won- 
dring with himſelf, what could be the ſenſe*and mean- 
ing of it. 

Bertolin was now riſen, and according to his Cuſtom 
went to walk in the Garden , where he found Aurella 
gathering Flowers and hcr Maid at a diſtance fromher, 
upon which he addrefſcd himſelf to her with this Com- 
pliment ; Theſe Flowers Madam are happy to be gather'd by 
your fair Hands , but certamly much happier us that Man 
who ſhall crop the bluſhing Roſe of your Virginity ; Aurella 
ſtarted at the Expreflion , and told him thotfe were 
Flowers in Diſcourſe , which ſhe did not underitand nor 
know how to anſwer. Bertolm proceeded, is rhe meme- 
ry of laſt nights Enjoyments ſo ſoon faded ? Madam I aſſure 
you the reliſh of it is yet freſh in my Fancy , and my unwearied 
Imagination ery minute repeats thoſe Pleaſures with freſh 
Delights; Aurella was ſtrangely turpriz'd at his Di- 
courſe, and aticr a little pauſe told him, thc tad quite 
forgot all Riddles , and he that made them wis belt a- 
ble to explain them. Whereupon Monhcur Bertolim, 
diſcovered the Secret, telling her how happily hc had 
over-heard their difcourie, and the advantage he had 
made oft, and thatif it was a Crime, he hop'd that 
abſolute Royalty of Love, which encouraged him to 
the Trangreſſion would pardon the fault. furell.: 
heard him with Wonder and Aftoniſhment, and with 
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a deep ſigh anſwered, Alas Monſieur ! Your miſtaken ſuſpi 
tion of my Diſhoneſty, will prove your Unhappineſs and my 
Ruine ! Our Loves were not unchaſt as you imagin d, I was 
neſterday privately married at Pontaret to Monſieur Chapee, 
and the Signal I gave him to enter my Chamber, was to 
compleat our Religious Vows in innocent Embraces, you have 
for ever undon me, your Friend and your ſelf Oh, Oh, 
and with that ſwoon'd away, Bertolin calPd her Maid to 
aiſiſt him, by whoie help they carried her to her Cham- 
ber, where ſhe continued all day extreamly ill. Mon- 
ſieur Chapee was preſently acquainted withit, whocame 
to know the reaſon ; to whom Avurella with ſhowers of 
Tears relatcd all the paſſages of the laſt nights 'Tranſ: 
ations adding in the cloſe, fmce we are ſo unfortunate m 
our Love, Heaven pardon me, and comfort you ; I will ra- 
ther chooſe to Sacrifice my Life to the Memory of my liſt 
Honour, ani dye a Martyr to my Vertue , than live with the 
Shame and Ignominy of a Strumpet, and at that word ſtruck 
a Ponyard to her Heart of which ſhe immmediately dy- 
ed. 

Monſieur Bertolzn, upon the firſt notice of Aurella's 
'Tragical end, took Horſe for Parzss , where he con- 
linued fome time, and then travell'd into Spain and 
Italy, and after three years return'd to Paris , where he 
letIcd and married Orizta, Monficur Cardans eldeſt 
Daughter, a Lady who had ingroſs'd all the perfecti- 
ons ot her Sex 1a her ſingle ſelf. Monſieur Chapee was 
for ſome time, diſtratted with that torment of  Griet 
which now teem'd to over-whelm him, but aftcr two 
years time recovered his Senſes , and vow'd a ſevcre 
Revenge, ſhould only quit ſcores with fo treacherous 
a I riznd and degencrous an Enemy. 

Monlicur Chapee, afterieveral inquirics, at laſt heard 
Monficur Bertolm was return'd to France and marricd at 
Paris , wherehe lived in great State and Splendour ; 
this refreſh'd his Memory , with the heynoutinels ofthat 
mury he had formerly ottcr*d him , and the loſs of fo 
Vercuous a Wite who ſuttcred upon his Account , 

which 
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which now whetted his anger to a ſharpRevenge,, and 
exaCted from him the Juſtice of as rigorous Puniſhment. 
After ſeveral conſiderations in what proper method 
he ſhould challenge a fatisfattion, he refolv'd to Piſtoll 
him as cowardly, as he had treacherouſly abus'd him ; 
but this not ſo well conſiſting with the Honour and 
Gallantry of Chapee, to take a baſe and ignoble Revenge; 
upon ſecond thoughts, he refolv'd to pay him in his own 
Coyn, and make his abuſe to Aurel/a, the ſquare of his 
Revenge on Bertolin, to this purpoſe, he went privately 
to Paris, where after he had learnt where Bertolin liv'd, 
he lodg'd himſelfhard by , and narrowly watch*d his 
going abroad, and at laſt by ſome Spyes he hir'd to that 
purpoſe underſtood that three days after he defign'd to 
follow the Court to St. Germans where he intended 
to ſtay a Week, and leave his Lady Orinta at home. 
No ſooner was Beyrtcliz gone his Journey , but in the 
Evening late he came to his Houſe, in the ſame Tra- 
velling Habit as Berrolin wore , which Tendred him ſo 
like, that his very Servants receiv'd him as their Maſter; 
but for fear of any Diſcovery, he had brib'd Orinta's 
Woman with a Purſe of Gold, in which were a hundred 
Piſtolls, who was ready below to receive him, and 
conduct him to his Ladys Chamber, who was juit gone 
to Bed. Orinta no ſooner ſaw him, but believing him 
to be her Husband cry'd out, O Lord my Dear, I hope yous 
have met with no misfortune , I did not expe you ſo ſoon ; 
No faid Chapee with a low voice , I forgot a Paper I muſt 
groe to the Secretary of State , which was the _— of 
my Return, I muſt go back to morrow early and therefore 
T le make haſt to Bed; upon which he undreſt and ſtept 
into Bed, where no man had ever better Opportunity 
or Encouragement to the Sweets of Revenge than 
Chapee now had. About twelve, the real Monſieur 
Bertolin return'd , having accidentally met with ſome 
Friends 3 miles out of Town, who diverted his Jour- 
ney for two or three days, upon promiſe they would 
bear him Company, it he would defer it till then, and 


ſpend 
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ſpend the day with them at Bowls, which he accepted 
of. Bertolin came haſtily into his Chamber, without 
theleaſt ſuſpition of finding a Gallant in Bed with his 
Wite, whom he no ſooner ſaw, without diſtinguiſhing 
. who he was, but he paſs'd at his Wife with his Sword 
who lay next, and ran her deep into the left Breaſt : 
Chapee ſuddenly ſtept out of Bed, and catching hisSword 
which lay naked by, prevented Bertolin's Revenge upon 
himſelf, by running him through the Heart of which 
Wound he dropt down dead upon the place. "The next 
morning Orinta dyed with great Pity and Lamentation 
forher unnhappy end. Monſieur Chapee was preſently 
apprehended, who voluntarily confeis'd the Murther 
which he was forc't to in his own Defence; and the 
reaſon of his Adultery with Orints (of which the was 
altogethcr innocent) tha: he might fatishe the Injuries 
he had recciv'd from Monſicur Bertelin in a proportiona- 
ble Revenge, for which he was condemn'd tolofe his 
Head beforethe Baſtile in Paris, which two days aiter 
was executed accordingly. 


He that cheriſhes one Sin becauſe is it but one, entertains 
a Legion of Devils m the ſmgular Number, which like 
the ſeeming Viper is big with a poyſonous Off spring of 1u- 
merons Enemies, 

Thas Monſieur Bertolin , thought Luſt but a weak Enemy 
which once admitted, ſoon ripen'd into three Murthers , 
ro Adulteries, and his own fhameful and fatal Extc- 
F171, 
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St. Quintin 4-d Cloiſla, 


The Count of St. Quintin commits Adultery with Loviſia 
Counteſs of St. Denis , and Kills her Husband in a Duell ; 
whereupon he flyes to Antwerp, and there debauches Clo- 
illa, Wife to the Heer Van Zetken. The Houſe 5emg 
accidentally fir'd , Cloilla is ſuppoſed burnt in it, but is 
preſerv/d [4 the Count. They live im Adultery , till he 
falling from his Horſe, is drag'd dead to her Dyor ; upon 
which ſhe is diſcovered and dyes ſuddenly. 


H e Count of St. Quintin, was a Cavalier eminently 

. known 1n the Court of France, for his Intrigue 
with Madamoyſelle Lowiſia, Wife to the Earl of St, 
Denis; 'The Count her Husband growing fenfible of 
the Injury and Diſgrace he received from St. Quintin, 
ſent him a Challenge, upon which they met in an adja- 
cent Field to Fuuntain-bleau,whereSt. Denis was mortally 
wounded, of which in fix Weeks after he dyed. St. 
Quintin withdrew himſelf for ſome time, and when he 
heard of the Death of St. Denis, made his cſcape to 
Antwerp, chief Town in the Marquifate of the Empire, 
in the Dukedom of Brabant ; his Lady and the reit of 
his Family follow'd after, where he gontinued till the 
Juſtice of Heaven puniſh'd his preſent and former De- 
baucherics by a Tragical aud deſerved Death. 

At this time the Heer Van Zetken was Governour of 
Antwerp,to whom the Count of St. Quiatin upon his firſt 
arrival made his Compliment, and was receiv'd by him 
with all the expreſſions of Reſpect and Kindnets, due 
to a Gentleman of his Quality and Grandeur. The 
Count ſecing himſelf daily oblig'd by the Civilites of 
the Governour, pay'd his acknowledgments to him in 
conſtant Viſits, which by degrees rendred them moſt 
intimate and familiar Acquaintance. 'The generous 
Hoſpitality of the Governour, often invited St. Quintin 
th kis Houſe, and the courtly behaviour of the Earl 
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made him a welcom? and acceptable Gueſs. Theſe 
frequent Enterviews, gave him the opportunity of a free 
Converſe with his Lady Cloiſſa , whole Beauty was a- 
lone able to ſubdue an Empire, and her Wit Command 
it. Butalas Cloiſa's Beauty was not adorn'd with 
Honeſty , nor her Wit inſpird with Grace. St. Quin- 
tin (whoſe Inclinations were always Amorous) ſoon dif- 
covered the imperfections of Chiſſa, and how to attaque 
the Fort where it was leaſt capable of reſiſtance. To 
this end, he courted all opportunities of Addreſs to her, 
in which he behav'd himſelf with that Artifice and Cun- 
ning, that his ſutble Charms ſoon won Cluiſſa's Heart, 
and made her a Slave to his Luſt, whoſe Honour and 
Chaſtity bad they equall'd her Wit and Beauty, would 
have made her an Angel on Earth, and a Saint in 
Heaven. 

The great Obſervance and profound ReſpeCts the 
Earl of St. Quintiz conſtantly paid Cloiſſa , were dili- 
gently remarqu'd by Captain Caſſe], a young Gentle= | 
man , and an Officer in the "Town, who was deeply 
enamour'd with her Beauty, and promiſ'd himſelf that 
happy Conqueſt, which he now preſum'd the Gallantry 
and courtſhip of the Count had rob'd him of; this 
made him reſolute in his Revenge , which his Intereſt 
and Familiarity with the Governonr in ſome Meaſure 
gave him an Opportunity to effect, which he endeavou- 
rcd in this manner, Being one day alone, with the 
Governour in his Cloſet, hc took occaſion to commend 
the Count for a myſt compleat Gentleman, adding that 
if he was as great a Soldier, as he was an accompliſh'd 
Courticr , he believ'd his Valour and Condutt would 
render him no leſs ſucceſsful in War , than he was now 
progperous in all his Amorous Encounters, with the fai- 
rer Sex. Say jeu [02 ſaid the Governour, zs the Count of 
Sr, Quintin, {o great an Artiſt in the affairs of Luve ? Yes 
my Lord, ſaid Captain Caſſel, and has Confidence enough 
to tempt a Nun, if once his Breaſt is warmd with the heats 


of Paſſion and Deſire. You would make me Fealous (aid the | 
Governour 
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Governour, did I not believe you are miſtaken in your Cha: 
rater of him ; I have oftentimes obſery'd his familiar Free- 
dom with my Wife, but never yet queſtion'd his Honour or her 
Honeſty. Heaven forbid, replyed the Captain, no doubt but 
the fair Cloilla, is Vertuores too, Chaſt and Uncorrupt as 
the falling Snow or Virgin Fountain ; but this once ſhed upon 
the Earth, is trod by every common Foot, and thoſe Waters 
which were pure in their Original Bed, do often lodge in 
dirty Ditches , and by the dangerous Neighbourhood of Filth 
at laſt _—_— with it, and become polluted Streams. I 
mean Sir the Devil tempted Eve, and ſhe yielded to it. But 
though I believe the Count of St. Quintin dare be a Devil 
in his Temptation ;, yet I hope Cloitla will never be an Eve 
in her Complyance. This Diſcourſe fir'd the Governours 
Breaſt with Jealouſte and Suſpition, and to add more 
Fuel to the Flame, looking accidentally out of the Win- 
dow, he faw the Count-and Cloiſſa walking hand wn 
hand in the Garden ; but being at that inſtant acquain- 
ted that ſome of the principal Officers of the Town 
attended him in the Hall , he broke off the Diſcourſe 
and went immediately down to them. 

Two days after, the Count receiv'd this Letter from 
one of his Footmen which was delivcred to him in the 
Streets by an unknown Perſon with Orders to carry it 


immediately to his Lord, 


Cloiſla 797 he Count of St. Quintin, 


My Lord, 
He TFealouſie of my Husband (notwithſtanding our Care 
and Secrecy) begins to ſuſpecÞ my Friendſhip to you ex 
ceeds the Bounds of my Faith to him, and Honour to my ſelf ; 
for which reaſon, he hath ſeverely checks me, and confin'd me 
to my Chamber ; But all bis cruelty ſhall never divide my 
Heart from you, though at preſent he denys me the enjoyment 
of your Company: , and thoſe raviſhing Pleaſures I covet with 
equal Ardour. I ſuppoſe Captain Caſlel (boſe Courtſhip # 
always emtertain'd with a _ , ond [lighted his _ 
2 Ly 
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of Merit with my conſtant Diſreſpe&) is the ſole cauſe of it, 
whoſe Inſolence, your Prudence and Courage know beſt how 
to corret. Farewell my Dear Loyd, and be as conſtant in 
your Lowe to me, as I am ſincere in my Aﬀettion to you, 
which ſhall never Expire, but with the dying Breath of 
your Cloila. 


The Count upon the Receipt of this Letter, was very 
much concern'd for the diſtreſs of Cloiſjz , but 'not 
knowing how to remedy it, at preſent conceal'd his 
Reſentments ; and leaſt he ſhould give furtherSuſpition 
of his Guilt to the Governour, by thediſcontinuanee of 
his Viſits, made them as frequent as before , ſtill ex- 
preſſing his Reſpect to him , with the ſame ſerene Coun- 
tenance and caſie Freedom he usd to do. He had 
now leiſure to meditate a Revenge on Captain Caſſel, 
but conſidering him as a particular Favourite of the Go- 
vernours, he thought it not diſcretion to give him any 
publick Attront ; but underitanding he had an Intrigue 
with Ol:via(the Daughter of one Caldus aShoemaker, 
who was dead) and by fair promifes had got her with 
Child, and now deſerted her; he privately by Bautrin 
his Taylour, encourag'd her to complain to the Gover- 
nour , which ſhedid, and cxposd the Captain to the 
diſcourſe of the "T'own, in his Name and Reputation, 
but without any advantage to her ſelf. "This ſo in- 
cens'd Olivia, who had the Courage of an Amazon and 
the Malice of a Woman, that ſhe {wore a Revenge, and 
Bautrin acquainted the Count with her Kelolution, who 
order'd Bautrin to animate her in it, and tell her, that 
Caſſel wasa daſtardly Captain , and if the ſent him a 
Challenge in the name of tome Friend of hers he would 
never darc to tight, but ſign what 'i'crms ſhe offered. 
Ol:via who was of a bold undaunted Spirit, approv'd his 
Advice, ſaying, if ſhe had but Cloaths, Horſe and Arms, 
ſhe would immcdaately proſecute it; which Bautrin pro- 
miſed, and two days after furniſhed her with all Ne- | 
ccliarics, that ſhe wanted nothing now but an Opportu- 


nity 
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nity to engage her Enemy , and revenge herſelf on the 
faithleſs and treacherous Captain. Ol/;zvia being thus 
equipp'd by the directions of Bautrin ſent Captain Caſſel 
this Challenge by a private Footman in an unknown 


Livery. 
For Captain Caſſel. 

He Injury you have done poor Olivia, whoſe Innocence 
and Vertue you have baſely betrayed, obliges me to 
demand ſatisfattion of you ; as I am a Gentleman and a Sol- 
dier I am engaged by the honour of both,to relieve the diſtreſſed; 
for which and no other Reaſon, I expect you alone, at fiveto 
morrow morning on Ho;{cback with Sword and Piſtol , im 
the Field next the North-gate , without the Wall, where 
the Courage of my Heart and Tuztice of my Cauſe, ſhall make 
you as infamous in your Death, as you have been witious in 


your Life  Polyntus. 


The Captain receiv'd this Challenge with Wonder 
and Surprize, inquir'd of the Footman who his Maſter 
was, buthe being inſtrutted to the contrary , told him 
he had no Orders to reſolve any Queſtions, but return 
with his Anſwer ; which the Captain with ſome trou- 
ble and diforder told him he ſhould have, and bid 
him acquaint his Maſtcr, he would not fail to meet 
him upon the Word of a Gentleman and Reputation 
of a Soldier, at the time and place appointed. "I heſe 
Champions met accordingly, and the Female Warriour 
without any Compliment diſcharg'd a Piſtol , which 
wounded the Captain in the left Shoulder, upon which 
he immediately deſir'd a Parley, and promit d the pre- 
ſent pay ment of a hundred Piſtols, to compole the 
Quarrcl, which Olivia accepted of, and an hour after re- 
ccived themat his Quarters, and then diſcovered her 
felt': For the bravery of this Action, Olivia was highty 
commended of all, and the Captain fo ſcora'd and flouted ' 
that he immcdiately quitted his Command and rctir'd 


into the Country to a private Lite, 
i P 3 | The 
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The Count made very good advantage of Captain 
Caſſels Diſgrace, and ſo well improv'd it, that the Gover- 
nour reflecting on the Debauchery of the Captain, 
which was ſo notoriouſly apparent , began to think the 
Count innocent of his Afperſions , and Clo;ſſa truly Ver- 
tuous ; upon which he ſoon after took off her reſtraint, 
but ſtill watch'd her Behaviour with an obſerving Eye. 
"This the Count was ſenſible of, which made them both 
ſo cautious to prevent new Fears and Jealouſies in the 
Husband , that they never durit exchange a Smile or 
one Amorous Glance but by ſtealth , and all their pre- 
ſent Delights, were but the empty effects of exalted 
1magination, 

A Month after, tke Governour appointeda Mask and 
invited the Count, his principal Officers and ſeveral 
Gentlemen of the Town, who all came in Maſquera- 
ding Habits ; 'The Count had notice of it a Week be- 
fore, and withal from Chiſ/a that her Husband ha4 
ſtrictly charg'd her to keep her Chamber that night, 
for he did not think it proper ſhe ſhould appear, ſince 
he had only deſign'd the Eitertainment for Gentlemen, 
nor was there any of her Sex tobe admiticd : This was 
a great affliction to Cluiſſa who had ſome hopes by the 
advantage, of her Diſguiſe , to have had a more private 
Converſe with the Count , which ſhe ſaw her ſelf now 
wholly debarr'd from. The Count having conſidered 
the Circumſtances of time and place, communicated his 
deſign to an intimate Acquaintance, and defir'd him to 
be there dreſt in the ſame Habit exactly with himſelf, but 
to ſtand jn a Corner where he might not be taken no- 
tice of, with a Cloak on, and not to appear till he gave 
him his Q. to enter, After two hours Diverſion , they 
wereall conducted into the Dining-Room where they 
had a noble and fplend:d Entertainment, and pulling otf 
their Masks, paid thcir mutual Reſpects to one another 
The collation being over they returrd to the Hall, 
and the Coynt withdrew to his Fricad, where he put on 
his Cloak, and ſent him into the Hall to Maſquerade 

wiſe ns 
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his Perſon , who was ſo like him in the Proportion of 
his Body, Stature and Habit, that the moſt critical Eye, 
could not diſtinguiſh him. "The Count was immediate- 
ly conducted to Cloiſſa's Apartment by Lydia her Wo- 
man , where the Lovers feaſted their longing defires 
in the unbounded Joys'of their Adulterous and Laſcivious 
Paſſions. 

In the midſt of their Pleaſures above, the Footmen 
and Servants were Revelling in Drunkenneſs below ; 
whereby their Careleſneſs and Neglect of their Flam- 
beaux, the Room was fd , which burnt ſo furiouſly 
that in an inſtant, Cloiſſa's Chamber which was over- 
head, was in a bright Flame before they were ſenſible 
of it. The Gentlemen in the Hall were ſtrangety ſur- 
prized with the lowd Outcryes of Fire, and as little able 
to aſſiſt in the extinguiſhing the Flames, as their drunken 
Servants ; but cach made kaſt away to preſerve him 
ſelf: The Count and Clo;ſſa by the Care and Diligence 
of Lydia , had more early notice of the Danger and al- 
molt choak'd with the Smoak , with great difficulty got 
down the back Stairs; and thus they all three fav'd- 
themſelves from therage of the devouring Flames. No 
ſooner were they got ſafe into the Court, but the Roof 
fell down , and the Count ſpreading his Cloak over 
Cloiſſa (who was in her Night Gown) carried her to 
his Coach, and with her and Lydia went to his 
Friends Lodgings, who had perſonated him in the Hall, 
who preſently came in, in great Horror and Affright, 
believing the Count (who he knew was in Cloiſſa's Cham 
ber) had been burnt with her, for the Report at the 
Houle, was, that Clo:/a and her Maid had both ſuffer'd in 
the Flames. 

The next day, the Count diſpoſed Chifſa and Lydia, 
to a private Lodging three miles off in the Country 
where he made his conſtant Viſits to her, and without 
eontroul indulg'd himſelf in her luſtful Arms, and the 
diſſolute Pleaſures of her Adulterous Bed. The Gover- 
nour her Husband ſadly lamented her Loſs and —_— 
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ed in cloſe Mourning for her a Twelvemonth after; 
* which ſhe often had the pleature to ſee and ſmile at, 
as often as ſhe met iimin the Streets, where ſhe never 
appeard in her Coach, but with her Mask on. Thus 
they continucd for two years, riotous in their Pleafures, 
only then moſt happy , when in their cloſe Embraces 
they . were moſt luxuriouily wicked ; till at laſt the 
Counteſs was privately acquainted with the Amours of 
her Husband ; which he had (6 ſecretly manag'd that 
the Lady was yet undiſcover'd. It happened one day 
that the Count being ready to go abroad to make his 
cuſtomary Viſits to his Miſtrets, the Counteſs earneſtly 
intreated him to ſtay within, adding ſhe was not igno- 
rant of his ſecret Plcaſures, which ſhe with more Faſſli- 
on than Prudence charg'd him withal. The Count highly 
inrag'd, told her he ſhould not forget her Infolence, 
nor ſhould her Praycrs or 'Tcars prevail with him, 
though all the Devils incl oppos'd him in the way ; at 
which he clapt Spurs, to his Horſc and rid on with full 
ſpeed : But had not gone above two miles, before his 
Horſe threw him, and (his Foot hanging in the Stirrup) 
dragg'dbim along the Road, till ke had beat out his 
Brains ; and comingto Clc;//a's Lodgings, ſtopt at the 
door, who (con jaw the wretched and deplorable end of 
her Unhapry and Adultcrous Lover. 

Tie Counte's had preiently notice of the miſerable 
Death of her Husband, and in her Coach went directly 
to Clofſa's Lodgings (where iis mangled Body lay) and 
here ſaw the molt ructul Sight that ever Eyes beheld. 
Atﬀtcr ſhe had in ſome meaſure diſcharg'd her Grief in 
ſhowers of 'T'cars arid lIamentable Exclamations, ſhe ſent 
for the Officers, and detir'd , that the Strumpet who had 
been the folc cauſe of this. Misfortune, might be appre- 
hended and carricd before the Governour , whole 
Juſtice ſhe hop'a, would puniſh her according to the 
Quality of the Crime and her 'own Demcrits. Cloiſſa 
and Lydia, were preſently 1ciz'd and carricd before the 
Covernour wicre the Countels [par d no Aggravatzons, 
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her Paſſion prompted her to, or the Circumſtances of 
the thing admitted of: The Governour with an atten- 
tive Ear , heard this diſmal Relation, and expreſs'd his 
Sorrow for the loſs of fo worthy a Gentleman and inti- 
mate Friend as the Count was and then ordered the 
accurs'd Lady to make herdefence, and withal, bid her 
and her Maid put up their Hoods and diicover their 
Faces ; which they delaying to do, the Officers pulled 
them off, when the Governour at firſt ſight, knew her to 
be his Wife, and with ſurprize and wonder cryed out, 
It w my Wife, It is my Wife ; at which words ſhe drop'd 
down in a Swound from which ſhe never recover'd. 
Lydia to the great Aſtoniſhment of the Governour and 
the numerous crowd of Spectators, gave a full Relation 
of all theſe Pafſages, which ſhe had been privy to ; 
whereupon ſhe was committed to Priſon, and a Week 
after condemn'd to be publickly whipt in the Market 
Place of Antwerp, and for ever baniſhed the City. 


He that goes on #n a conſtant Courſe of Sin, runs on the De- 
wvils Errand, .and like St. Quintin, rides Poſt to bis 
on Execution: whilſt the guilty Cloilla, conſcions of hey 
Shame , dyes ſuddenly under the horrour of her own 
Crimes , to prevent a more ignominious Puniſhment. 


191. VIE 


Rigidoro azd his two Sons. 

Carollo, feals Corinna bis Siſter unknown, from the Nun- 
nery of St. Bridget and lives in Inceſ® with her ; for 
which be us condemn'd to looſe his Head , and ſhe burnt. 
Eraſto marries Favonia a common Strumpet,Rigidoro diſ- 
anberits bim. He Murders his Father and flyes, is after- 

wards taken by the Turks; commits Adultery with 

Adulla his Patron's Wife, whereupon ſhe 1s ſtrangled, and 

he flead alive. Favonia dyes miſcrably in the Burdellos of 
the foul Diſeaſe. 

N the Popedom of Pirs Quintirs , Seignior Rigidoro a- 

young extravagant Gentleman lived at Rome , 

who 
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whoaccording to the modiſh Gallantries of the Ape, 
was a very compleat and faſhionable Sinner , and fami- 
larly acquainted with Emilia a young Lady, by whom 
he had one Daughter nanvd Corinna ; who (to prevent 
the Shame, and conceal the Lewdneſs of her Parents) 
was privately educated ; and afſoon as her Age had 
qualified her for the Vows of a Religious Life diſposd 
to the Nunnery of St. Bridger.Preſently after the Birth of 
Corinna, Rigidoro married Mariana the only daughter of 
Seignior Placento a Goldſmith ; whoſe plentiful Fortune 
was above the Quality of her Family , and by her had 
two Sons Carollo and Eraſto, and one Daughter.Carollo the 
eldelt was no ſooner arriv'd to thoſe years which ought 
to have intitled him as diſcrect as manly ; but he was e- 
minently known through the whole City for the de- 


baucheries of his Life and Converſation , which rendred * 


him no leſs acceptable to the lewd and vitious , than 
he was abhorr'd and deteſted by all vertuous and ſober 
Men. As he.went one day with ſome Gentlemen to 
ſee the Nunnery of St. Bridget, where one of his Friends 
had a Siſter lately entered, he had the Fortune to ſee 
a young Gentlewoman, whoſe Beauty ſuddenly inflam'd 
his Heart, with the wanton defires of Love; which 
he cheriſhed, though but with ſlender hopes of accom- 
pliſhing his Deſign , and reaping that ſatisfaCtion he ſo 
earneſtly coveted ; after he had inquired who ſhe was 
he underſtood her name was Corinna,but her parents un- 
known. Corinna was no leſs enamour'd of Caro/lo and 
growing weary of the {mart and ſevere Diſcipline ſhe 
was confin'd to, refolv'd to embrace the firlt Opportu- 
nity to diſcharge her ſelf of thoſe ſacred Fetters which 
rendred Carollo's Courtſhip more caſie and fuccelsful. 
Not to relate all the Intrigues oftheir Love which were 
many, dark and myſterious, to prevent the ſuſpition of 
the Lady-Abbeſs and the Holy-Siſters her Companions ; 
Carollo m two months time gain'd her Heart, upon the 
prom:ſe of Marriage, and a Diſpcnlation from the Pope, 
and at laſt by his Affiitance, ſhe made her Eſcape. 
Co- 
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Corinna was lodged at Monſieur Torquato's Houſe , his 
particular Friend, where her Name and all the Circum- 
itances of her Quality, were ſo well diſguis'd that no- 
thing appear'd but what was juſt» and honourable : And 
here he firſt gained the Enjoyment of his unlawful Plea- 
ſures under the umbrage and promiſe of future Matri- 
mony, which he religiouſly ſwore to, and* ſhe credu- 
louſly believed. Carollo having now fſatiated his Luſt , 
began to make his Viſits more ſeldom , and was ſoon 
cloy'd with the Repetition of ſuch unchaſt Delights. 
In the Interim, whilſt they banqueted their Senſes in the 
fruition of ſacrilegious Pleaſures, Corinna was diſcove- 
red by the ſearch made after her, and apprehended one 
night in the embraces of her laſcivious Paramour, who 
was ſeiz'd by the ſame Officers ,. and both impriſon'd 
till the Pope and the Conclave of Cardinals, were ac- 
quainted with the Fa&t. Rigidoro was not long a ſtran- 
ger to the Misfortune of his Son , but when he un- 
derſtood the Ladies Name was Corimna, his Daughter, 
and Carollo's Siſter; he was ſo incens'd , that, nothing 
could reconcile him, but reſfolv'd he himſelf would ra- 
ther be the Proſecutor, than Carollo ſhould rok Le pu 
niſh*d according to his demerits. This preſent Fury of 
Rigidoro , was ſoon allay'd by his Natural Afﬀection to 
his Son and Daughter, but his Paſſion and Indiſcretion, 
had ſo tar tranſported him ; that in the extremities of 
his Rage, he Eibovered the nearneſs of their Relation : 
which the Pope and Conclave being acquainted with, 
all Interceſſion tor his and Corinna's Lite, was incttectual 
though Rig:doro ofter'd a very conſiderable ſum, and ſix 
days after Carell was condemn'd to loſe his Head for 
violating the Nurnery 1n ſtealing Corinna and then com- 
mitting Inceſt with her. Corinna's Crime was no leſs 
heinous and her puniſhment as juſt and ſevere ; ſhe was 
firit ſentenced to be Immur'd, and ſo itarv*d to Death 
between two Walls, which Judgment the Court was 
afterwards pleaſed at the Prayers of her Father, to 
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after in her Nun's Habit ſhe ſhould be burnt near 
Trajan's Pillar, which was accordingly executed upon 
her. 

Rigidoro was very much afflicted, at the Tragical 
and Unfortunate End of Carollo and Corinna but time at 
laſt dried up his Tears ; and the hopes he had of being 
happy in Erafto and his Siſter , abated his Sorrows and 
gave ſome Refreſhment to hisdiſtrefſed Mind:But alas? 
we too often flatter our ſelves, with the expectations of 
Happineſs here, from that very Subject, which proves 
the only occaſion of our 'Trouble and Miſery. Eraſto 
was as vitious anddebauch'd as Carollo had been, and no 
leſs incontinent, though more private in his Sins, which 
at lat were puniſh*d by acruel and ignominious Death, 
Amongltt the varicty-of lewd Women whoſe Company 
anu acquaintance were his only Pleaſure and Delight. 
Frvcni: was one, a common Strumpet and as notori- 
ouſly infamous as any of her Proteſſion , who confide- 
ring the great Eltate Eraſfto would be Maſter of upon 
the cath of his Father, rclolv?d to make the beſt ad- 
vantage of him, and by counterfeiting a Religious Sor- 
row and Pcnitence for ''- miſcarriages of her former 
Life, to gain him for :.r Kucband or el{c abſolutely re- 
refule him thoſe co ymonts he fo paſſionately. longed 
for. Eraffo attcmpicd her with noble Preſents and 
richer Prom: '@ would conſent to his Deſires ; 
which fe 1119/1114 with ſcorn and contempt, telling him 
that ail the Ulorics of Rome laid at her Feet ſhould nc- 
ver prevail upon her tix'd Reſolution to Honour and 
Vextue ; and that as her more youthful days had been 
prodigally ſpent in the Pleaſures of Sin and Wicked- 
ne's, ſonow her riper Age and the whole remainder 
of hcr Life, ſhould be intirely dedicated to Vertue and 
Coodnels, Ereſto purſued her with all the '"I'emptatt- 
ons his Suit and Fancy could invent, but till in vain ; 
whcrcupon he at laſt conſented to marry her, which 
was privatcly folemnized by Father Facomo the Pricit, 
to the grcat Satisfaction of Favonia, and the utter Ruin 
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of Eraſto. Twomonths this Marriage was conceal'd 
from Rigidoro, but he at laſt was acquainted with it, 
and charged Eraſto with the 'Truth of w hat he had 
heard ; that he had married Fawvonia the moſt impu- 
dent Courtezan in all Rome : Erazfo acknowledged 
that he was married, and without his advice or conſent, 
for which he humbly begg'd his Pardon ; that the Per- 
ſon he had married, was call'd Fawomia, but chaſt and 
vertuous as the moſt modeſt Nun; and however her 
Reputation had been formely itain'd, ſhe had waſht out 
thoſe Spots with Tears and Repentance : and though 
poſſibly ſhe had been looſe and difſolute in her Virgin 
State, ſhe was now a moſt loving Chaſt and Vertuous 
Wife. Rzgidoro was ſo highly provok'd to hearhis Son 
vindicate Fawonia's Fame, and juſtifie his own Errour, 
that he immediately turn'd him out of Doors , and 
diſinherited him, tclling him with a deep Oath he would 
rather give his whole Eftate to the Lazarerto, than 
relieve his utmoſt Diſtreſſes, with the lealt expreſlioa of 
common Charity or Kirdneſs. 

Eraſto acquainted Fawonia with Rigidoro's Cruelty, 
ſaying ifhe continued his ſeverity toward him hecan- 
cell'd all his Obligations of Duty and Retpett to him!, 
by his barbarous and inhumane Ufage ; and that he 
would Study a Revenge which ſhould make himas mi- 
ſerable as himſelf. And being now reduc'd to great 
Poverty and Want, and finding his Father inexorable, 
notwithſtanding he endeavour'd a Reconciliation by a 
molt profound Submiſſion tohim, owning his Fault and 
begging his Pardon for his Offence ; refolv'd, with his 
own hand to Murdcr him in the Strect, rathcr than ſee 
him live ina plentiful and profpcrous Eſtate, whillt he 
ſtarv'd for want of Bread. "Thus the Devil encourag'd 
him to the moſt villanous Sin of Parricide without a- 
ny proſpect of Happineſs to him{elf, but as he gratified 
pretent Revenge by deltroying that Life, from whence 
he had receiv'd his own , and fince to hve miſerably 
is the molt grieyous punithment of Lite ; he refolvd a 

V19- 


222 God's Revenge againſt Adultery. 
violent Death ſhould make his Father as unhappy as 
he was wretched. To this end he watch'd frequently 
in the dark of the Evening over againſt Rig:doro's Houſe, 
and ſeeing him come forth without any Attendance, 
followed him, and ſuddenly ran his Rapier in at his 
Back quite through his Body , upon which Rigidoro fell 
to the Ground Dead , and Eraſto made his Eſcape. 
Preſently after the Body was found, and within three 
days decently buried, great ſearch was made for the 
Murtherers ; but no Perſon diſcovered on whom they 
could fix the Guilt. Eraſfo, who was conſtantly 
haunted with the 'Terrors of an evil Conſcience, and 
the dread of that Puniſhment he had ſo juſtly deſerv*d, 
fled aboard one of the Popes Galleys which was bound 
for Sicily, and was afterwards taken by two Turks Men 
of War belonging to Twnis,and allthe Seamen and Paſlen- 
gers, who ſurviv'd the Fight (which was very bloody) 
cither made Slaves aboard their own Veſlels, or dil- 
pos'd to Land-Servitude, amongſt whom Eraſto was ſold 
aſhore, to Barbaroſſa a Perlon of principal Note and 
Command in Tunis. 

Eraſto had now leiſure to reflect on the vitious and 
wicked Courſes of his former Life , and particularly 
on the blgody and inhumane Murther of his Father, 
which he now ſaw in ſome meaſure puniſh'd by theMiſe- 
ries of his preſent Condition ; which wrought Complaint 
& Sorrow for the Evils he now ſuffer*d under,rather than 
a true and ſincere Penitence for his notorious Offences, 
But though Barbaroſſa his Patron was ſevereand cruel, 
Adulla his Wife was more kind to him, and often when 
her Husband was abroad, brought him Victuals into 
+ the Gargen where he work'd, above what was allow'd 
him, or the other Slaves had, which Eraſto interpreted 
as a particular Reſpect and Love to his Perſon, which 
made her ſo charitable and bountiful to him, and hop'd 
to improve, to a more conſiderable Advantage. 'Ihe 
other Slaves grumblcd at Adwla's Kindneſs to Eraſts, 


and acquainted Barbaroſſa with it, who preſently —F 
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tain*djealous thoughts of his Wife, and us'd Eraffo with 
the greater Severity , which Adulla being ſenſible of, re- 
doubled her Kindneſs, and upon the firſt Opportunity 
exprelt her more particular Love to him, which Era#fo 
readily Embrac'd , promiſing that no Torments ſhould 
ever extort a Confeſſion from him , of thoſe obliging 
Favours he receiv'd. Their Amorous entertainments 
had been many and frequent, which Barbaroſſawas not 
altogether ignorant of; but willing -that their Crime 
ſhould be as apparent as he intended their Puniſhment, 
diſſembled his Anger ; and one day pretending to go a- 
broad, conceal'd himſelfin the Houſe, till he had notice 
by one of the Slaves (who wasa Spye over all their 
Actions) that Adulla was retir'd to her Chamber, and 
had ſent for Eraſto , who was gone in to her; upon 
which he followed up, and ſurprized them in the very 
Act. The nextday Eraſfo and Adulla were carried in 
Chains before the D:wan,and there accus'd by Barbaroſſa 
of Adultery , which was ſo undeniably prov'd againit 
them that Eraſfo was condemn'd to be flead alive, and 
Adulla delivered to her Husband to be puniſhed as he 
thought convenient, who immediately ordered two of 
his Slaves to ſtrangle her. 'Thus dyed Erafto miſerably 

at Tunis whillt Fawonia return'd to her old profeſſion 

at Rome, and lived inall the lewdneſs and debauchery 

of a common Strumpet, till at laſt ſhe was infected with 

the foul Diſeaſe, and dicd with Shame and Ignominy in 

the Burdello's. 


Fornication, Inceſt, and Adultery, are three Furies with 
Virgins Faces, but their ſhining Locks are plated Ser- 
pents ; like Syrens they ſing Melodiously, till = have 
charm'd ms into Miſery ; and made ws more ugly in our 
Natures , than the Companions of Ulylles 1m their 
Shapes , transformed into Swine. 
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HIST. VIII . 


The Dutcheſs of Ulm. 


Anne of Werdenherg is carried away by the Lord of 
Zeringen ; reſcued by Captain Conrade , and after- 
wards married to the Duke of Ulme : ſhe falls in Love 
with Philip(Conrade's Brother) by miſtake, ſeeks to poy- 
ſon him , and is diſcovered ; aſterwards runs away with 
the Lord of Z.eringen , and lives m Adultery with him. 
He is Slam and ſhe taken Priſoner and ſhut up in a Dun= 


geen. Conrade by the means of his Brother Philip, 


her Keep lyes with her, they are ſurprized by the Duke , 
Conrade &!s the Duke , and himſelf and the Dutcheſs 
are ſlain by his Guard, 


N that part of Germany which is called Suevia , 

livd once a Prince whoſe Name was Rodolpb , 
ok the Family of Schwaler, intitled Duke of Ulme, an 
imperial City in thoſe Parts founded at tirlk by Charles 
the Great ; this Rodolph after the Death of his Father ſuc- 
cecded in his Principality at thirty years of Age,and be- 
ingas yet unmarricd relvlv'd to make his own choice, & 
contrarv to the mind of moſt Princes, to have a great- 
er Reſpect to Love than Intcreſt or Reaſon of State : 
whereupon he declind all thoſe offers made to him 
in his Fathers Life time that he might have the liberty 
of his own Election, and pleaſe his Fancy in one 
from whom he might allure himſelf of reciprocal Love 
and Attcction, The curious Rodolph had fecn all 
the Ladies of Quality thoſe Countrys atforded 
without being charm'd by anyof them, till at laſt, 
hearing of the celebratcd Wi: and fam'd Beauty 
of Am the Daughter of the Earl of I/erdenberg , 
a Town in the Province of Syevia, he rode 
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- over tothe Earl's Caſtle; wich a handſome Equipage, 


where he ſoon found Report had not been too laviſh 
in her praiſe : The Angelical form of this Lady at 
felt fight Conquer'd Kovolph's Heart , but when 
he diſcover,d the acuteneſs of her Wit, and Ingenuiry 
of mind, he ſoon concluded her the Paragon of her 
Sex. But alals ! he could not penetrate her Soul, nor 
behold the Vices which lay conceal'd under fo fair an 
Oucſide ; wi:h all cheſe Accomptiſhments ſhe was fickle 
and [nconſtant, Sullen and Revengetul, and what is 
yet worle, of an Incontinent and Luſtful ] emper, bur 
the Duke {aw none of theſe detormities, the luſtre of 
her Eycs, and the bright Glories of her Beauteous Form 
had dazled his, upon wt.ich he acquainted the Earl 
wich his pretenſtons to this Yourg Lady, who know- 
ing the Worth of the Duke, readily embraced {o fair 
an Offer for the Advancem-ntot his Daugl.ter,and the 
Alliance wich fo Potent a Prince, by whole Power and 
Afliſtance he ſhould be able to oppole hirmlelf ro ſome 
Enemies he had of tic Houle of Ha1sb#rgh, who were 
row in Arms againſt him. Rodelph made his Court to 
the Lady Ane, whom he tound very reſerv'd and 
ſhic, who enterrained him Civilly, but without any 
ſ12n of Love and Att:&ion, fo that he loon percciv'd 
it mult be a long and tormal Siege could rake her in, 
and accompliſh his Dettres. 

A: this time there was a great Conteſt between the 
Farl of WWerzenberg ( the Father of this Lady ) and 
Birthold Lord of ( Zeringen, of the Family of Habsburg ) 
about certain Lands ; which ditt-rence Was grown ſo 

reat, that they had both appear*'{ in Arms, and the 
rd of Zeringzen, by the powerful Aid of his Friends, 
potren much the better of ir: This young Lord was 
not above the Ape of Five and Twenty, and poſleſt of 
a fair Eftare, who, tho' he was at differenge with the 
Father, was in friendihip with the Daughter,. and 
having gnce upon the Road _— her; and made 
cr 
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her Priſoner for ſome Hours, was ſuddenly Captivated 
with the Excellence of her Wir and Beauty, and not 
only releasd her, but diſcovered his Paſhon to her, 
begging that She might be the only Reward of his 
Conqueſts, and all their Hoſtile —_ amicably 


reconciled in the happy ConjunCtion of their Perſons, 
by the Sacred Bonds of Marriage. Not long after, 
Birthold, by his Friends, made Overtures of Peace to 
the Earl, and propoſed a Match between himſclf and 
the Lady Anne, and that the Lands in queſtion ſhould 
be Atiigned over as part of her Dowry. Bur the Earl 
diverted this Deſign by his unreaſonable demands, 
which Birthal4 in Honour could not comply withall, 
However Birthol4 made ſecret Court to the Lady, and 
at laſt obtained the Favour of a private meeting with 
his Miſtreſs, and notwithſtanding the Obſtinacy of the 
Father, came to Terms with the Daughter, and un- 
known to the Earl, they were Contrafted, making 
ſure of each other, before the Ceremonies of the Church 
had confirm'd their Vows. 

But the Duke by renewing his Suit, interrupted the 
ſecret Converſe of the Lovers which tho' he knew not 
of, yct fearing the propoſitions of Peace made by his 
Rival Birtheld, ſhould take Erect, offered the Earl a 
ſupply ot five hundred men, which he accepted, and 
by this powerful Afliſtance regained the preate!? parr 
of thoſe Lands Birthol4 had made himſclt Maſter of. 
This ſo far inraged Birthol4( his Afairs growing every 
day into a worle Condition, and fearing the loſs of his 
Miſtreſs, with whom he bad frequent meetings in dil- 
viſe ) that he carncſtly ſoliciced her to make her flight 
with him, which ſhe as often refuſed with a Com- 
plement, Thar ſhe hoped the Valour and good For- 
eune of her Lover would at laſt compel her Father to 
Conſent ; which he ſeeing oo pry of, reloly'd 
by Straragem to carry her off. To this end he en- 


gaged her Maid Morians by rich Preſents, to tempt her 
: abroad 
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abroad the next Day to rake the Air, and then con- 
duct her to a remore place (at an appointed Hour) in 
the Park adjoyning ro the Caſtle, where they no 
ſooner arriv'd, but they wete ſurpriſed by ſome Horſe- 
men in Ambuſh, andnotwithſtanding their Shticks and 
Ourcries, were forcibly carried out of the Park to his 
Coach, where he in Perſon arrended. 

This Violence cxrreamly troubled the Lady, who 
( tho! Birth-14 threw himſelt at her Feet, and begg'd 
Pardon tor lo great a rudeneſs, yet)being of an haughry 
Teryper, and prond Spirit, rclolved ro Chaſtiſe him 
ſevercly for it. Birthul4 endeavoured to pacific her 
with all the moſt humble ({ubmithons he could make; 
and With {(mooth ahd paſfionare Language, allay the 
Storm he had raiſed, bur all his Rhetorick was in vain $ 
when confidering this was no place for a long Parle, 
and the preſent p-2ſture of his Aﬀeairs tequiring his 
preſence, he commirted her to the Cate and Fidelity 
of his Kinſman, to carry her a private way to his 
Cattle, whilſt he returncd to his Soldiers, who were 
now ready to mutiny in his Abſence. Birthol4 having 
appeas'd his Army, committed the Condutt of it to 
Braganti, his Liemenant General, and poſted away 
crols the Country to make a Viſit to his Miſtreſs ; but 
on the way he mct his Kinſman wounded, who pre- 
ſently recounted to him the ſad diſaſter he had mer 
with. Thar his Miſtreſs was forced from him by a 
Troop of Horſe, they had met withal on the way, 
who upon the Ladics Shreeks and. Cries, reſcued her 
from them, notwithſtanding all the Reſiſtance they 
could make ; in which Confliet himſelt was wounded 
and ſeycral of his Men killed. This News afficted him 
beyond meaſure ; bur ſeeing no, Remedy, he teturn'd 
to his Camp, full of Grief and Vcxation. 

The Rape of the Lady Anze being made known to 
the Duke, and the Earl her Father, they were cx- 
tteamly troubled at it, and immediately canſed the 

Q 2 Raviſhs 
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Raviſhers to be purſued by ſome of his Troops, who 
alter three days Search, underſtood ſhe was brought 
back co the Caſtle by one Captain Conrade; upon which 
they made a ſpeedy Return. The karl was exce:ding 
Joytul at the Recovery of his Daughter, and under- 
{tanding by her, That Captain Conrade ( whom they 
accidentally mer, marching with his Troop for the 
Emperour's Service in Hungary ) had delivered her, 
and fafely brought her home, was returned to his 
Troop, without his Thanks or Reward 4 according 
to his Noble Diſpoſition, ſent ro invite him to his 
Caſtle, that he might make ſome Acknowledginents 
for the great Service they had done him, and leaſt they 
ſhould not prevail wich him, cauſed the Lady Anne to 
ſ:ad him a fair Diamond Ring to wear for her ſake, 
and he himſelf (cat him the beſt Horſe in his Stable, 
with Furniture richly Embroyder'd. But they needed 
not thus to have preſented Conrale, for this Yourg Lady 
had alrcady given gim her Heart, from whom ſhe 
parted with much regret. 

The Jate Aﬀront of the Lord of Zeringen, and the 
Gencrous Gallaniry of Conrade, had now planted her 
fickle and wandring Heart in the Captain's Preaſt, 
whom ſhe expected with impatience. But Conrade 
Excuſed himſelf by a Gentl:man, That he was upon 
Duty, and in all haſt going to the place of Rend zrove, 
return'd his Thanks ro the Earl tor the Civilirv oft-rd 
him, and the Noble Preſents he had recciv'd, with 
his Service and humble Reſp: ro the Ladv, Aſturing 
her he would wear the Ring the longelt Day ot his 
Life, which ſhould be devored to her Scrvice. 

The Young Lady was very muck diſcontented when 
ſhe ſaw the Captain did not return, as ſhe had Flatter'd 
her ſelf he would, her troubled Breaſt was wreck'd 
with Hopes and Fears, and great was the Conflict be- 
tween Love and Honour : "The handſom Proporcaon, 
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es, and the Noble Courage of Com ade, oblig'd her ro 
think him the mol complcat Guntleman ſhe had ever 
ſcen ; bur the Pride that attends on Great Perſons, and 
often deters them from falling mean!y under their 
Pailions, bcgan to letrle hers, and calm the rutfl-s of 
her Mind into a ſercac and 1a1.q.1i} ] ever. Bur the 
Conteſt was again renewed, and Love gair'd me 
V'Fory : whetcupon the writ this tfullowing Let: 
which (he revurr'd by his Metlenger, unkuown to a1 ns, 
but her Confident Mariana 


To my Dcliverer, Capeai n Conrale. 


HE Service you have done me does Challenge a far 


greater Acknowledgment than lyes in my Pow r to give 
you, and I hope will Excuſe me if I ſay ſomething to you Kind 


, an1 E -travagant. IT have no other way to requite your Crib tres 


brt ta tell you what Poroer thy have over a Soul ſo ſenſible as 
mine ir, an4 it us your own fault that you have not more Ac- 
cptable Profs of my Line and Aﬀetiion to you. Since you 
are going to the Wars, perhaps T may never be put to the bluſh 
by ſeeing jou again ; but prav remember as you have ſet my 
Bo1y free, you have maze my Heart your Captive, whilit I am 


Anne sf Werdenberg, 


The Captain having received this Letter, admired 
the Ladycs Kindneſs and Gratinile ro him, the un- 
expected Encouragement to obtain her Love, advanc'4 
his hopes of Succels, and he reloly'd to leave iis Troop 
to Court her; but conſidering the grear diſparicy bc- 
tween their Fortunes and Qualitics, and the - di ſhculcy 
of gaining a Lady not at her own diſpoſal, he prc- 
lently returacd this Letter by the (am: M.lenper. 
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To my Conquerour, the Fair Lady Anne, 


Acknowledge Madam that you are my Conquerour, and ] 

L am your Slave, but Thipe never to be Ranſow'd or Fx-+ 
changed, but to wear out my Life in ſ» grateful a Bondage. The 
ſenſe of my own humble Condition forbids me to lift up my 
Eyer to my Adored Miſtri (s, unk ſs raiſed ghave my own pitch 
by the purchaſe of Honour, which I will ſech with the hazard 
of my Life, That my Head may be e:conipaſſed with Lawrels 
to preſerve me from being blaſicd by the Angry Lightning «f 
Jorr Eyes, ' for my Confidence and Preſumption. Madam | 


bumbly beg Pardon for your Aﬀecticnate Slave 
| | Conrade. 


The Lady recciv'd this Letter, and read it a thou- 
jand times, fancied new Charms. and frcſh pleaſures in 
every line z {ometimes ſhe would call him Cruel and 
Ungratetul, and then Excuſfing bim, would blame 
her {elf, and reſolve ro be Conſtant to his Love. Ma- 
riana ſeeing her Extravagancy pityed her very much 
and tryed all ways to divert her, and renew her Old 
Flame for Birthol4, but in vain. She was ſo incenſed 
agait:ſt him for his late rude behaviour, that the Pride 
pt her Mind, bur more the Love of Conrade, excluded 
all hopes of Reconciliation. 

In the mean time the Lord Rirthol4 was very much 
diltreſled by his Enemies, and though he was much 
troubled for the Loſs of his Land, he was more 
afflicted for that of his Miſtrels, the firſt he had hopes 
xo recover, bur the other he feared was loſt for ever. 
Fic wrote to her, ſear Meſſengers, bur could obtain 
ho Anfyer, but from Marians, who gave him more 
ceaton ro diſpair than hope of fiiccels, In the Interim 
tae Duke and the Earl her Father, were agreed in all 
paints telating 3a ghe Marriage, and ſhe being now be- 
roms ingiffereny, as to the Puke, did not much oppole 
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it : whereupon, ſoon after, it was pompoullv Solem- 
niz'd, and the Young Dwtch-{s conducted ro his Palace 
ar Ulme, where the was rcccived With Feaſts, Balls, 
Plays, and all the Honourable Exprethions of puthck 
Mirth and Joy. Caprain Corrate, vorwihltanding 
all this, fiil] prelerv's his Image in the Ereait of the 
Dutchels, which had macle fo decp au Impreth m1, that 
17 che midſt of all thole Diverſions, the {til figtrd 
and langwfhed attcr bim. 

It happ?w'd as ſhe was {t ting one day to {ce ſome 
Publick Games, her Eycs roving up and down, the 


thought ſhe cipicd among the Croud, her beloved 


Caprain, all the Featurcs of his Face were {o like and 
agreeable, Thar ſhe reſolv\l it nualt be the fame, and 
could not pollib.y be any other : Mariana being near 
her, ſhe whilper'd her in the Far, and directed her 
Eve to the ſame objett, who immediately concluded 
with her, That Gentleman ſhe then law, was the 
real Captain Conrale ; but they wondred much to (ce 
him in ſo mean a Garb, and not in the Habit of a 
Soldicr, which they ſuppoſed he made uſe of for a 
Dityuife ; and when they obſerv'4 him fo intent On 
the Sports, that he {eldome caſt his Eyes on the 
Dutcheſs, or if he did, with ſuch Indifterency, that 
frew'd nothing of Love or Pathon, they were more 
concern'd at his Slight and Negle&. This Sight rais'd 
lo violent a Tranſport in the Soul of the New-Married 
Dutchels, that ſhe cou!d not contain her felt from 
Charging Mariana to ſet lome body to watch him to his 
Lodging, and thar ſhe ſhould privatcly Inquire of him 
his Deſign of coming thither in that Gatb and Dif- 
guile. Mariana in abedicnce to the Commands of rhe 
Dutchels, ſerone of the Servants belonging co her Train 
to watch him to his Lodging, and there Acquaint him 
that ſhe defir'd to ſpeak with him at the Palace, whither 
he was privately to condu&t. him. The Man obcy-+ 
ed his Orders punQually, and che Young Gentleman 

Q4 received 
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received the Meſſage with Wonder and Amazement, 
proteſting that Mariana was utterly unknown to him 
howeyer at the Entreaty ot the Mcfienger he went 
along; and being introduced into a privare Lobby, 
Marians Came to him, and looking tull in his Face, 
Caprain( ſays ſve ) what makes you here thus diſguiſed > 
The Dutcheſs owes roo much to your Generoltity and 
Valovur, not to take Natice of her Deliverer. The 


Gentleman look'd flrange upon h-r, as one he had 


never {cen before, which madc Aarians ftop, and Ark 
him it he was not Captain Conrade ? the Gentleman 
aniwered No, bur that he was his own Brother, 'and 
a Twin, and fo like him, that not only Strangers but 
their own Parents could nor diſtinguiſh then, but by 
a Red Mole under the Right Pap, which his Brother 
had, that his Name was Philip, born at Iilengen, and 
Elder by four Minures. 

Mariana (ecing his Speech, Carriage, Preportion, 
Face, Hair, Smiles, and AGions fo very like, would 
not believe one word he fay'd, but taking all for 
Fiſtion- preſt him to let her know his Intentions of 
being there, and whither he had already forſaken his 
Miſtreſs Honour, tor whom he had-loſt a Young 
and Obliging Lady, to her great Grief and Trouble. 
Phil ſeeing the Incredulity of Marians, {mild at her 
Error, bur it not bcing the firſt time by many he had 
been miſtaken for his Brother, it was no great Sur- 
priz2 to him ; Mariana til] urg'd he was the ſame Per- 
{on, Whilſt Philp wich many Oaths and Afleverations 
endeavoured to confirm the Truth of what he had 
fatd, and that he came over only to ce the publick 
Sports, and the Entrance of the Duke and Dutcheſs, 
and to morrow intended to return to Villengen, unlc1; 
ſhe or the Dutcheſs had any Commands to the con- 
trary. Mariana Went preſently to Inform the Ducchels 
of whar he had fayed, ang gdefir'd him ta Wait in 
the Lobby till her Retugg, = | 
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' About an hour after Mariana returns With the 
Dutchels who was amazed to ice the Captain ſhe 
lov'd. deny himſelf, for both her Eyes and Ears told 
her it was he and no other. Captain ( ſaid ſhe) the 
Obligation I have to you.may Excuſe this ſtrangeneſs, 


bur atter che Letter I ſent you, and that I received from 


you, | cannor bur wonder you ſhould call your ſelf 
Philip, and make ſo ſtrange of a Buſinels I would have 
eſtcemed more (crious; and theretore pray tell me 
why you thus diſguile your telf, and what your pre- 
rencions are > Madam, replycd the Gentleman, 1 de- 
fire not to deceive a Perſon of your Quality, and I do 
{wear by all that's Sacred, I am not Caprain Conrade, but 
his Brother Philip, that I came hither only out of Cu- 
riofity, and ſhall return ro morrow, unlels for my 
Brother's ſake, who I perceive has done you ſome 
conſiderable Service. you will be pleated to entertain 
me amonglt your Followers. The Durchck looked 
ſomewhat amazzdlv, and her Eves told her ſhe could 
not believe him, his dcfire of being retained abour her 
made her conclude he was no other than Conrae,whom 
her Letter and his Love had brought back to ſerve her. 
This thought pleas'd her, and ſhe rold him he ſhould 
Attend her the next day, and in the mean time ſhe 
would ſpcak ro the Duke to E':tertain him amongſt 
his Domeſticks tor his Brother's ſake, if he were nor 
the ſame ſhe rook himfor, which ſhe ſti]] doubred. 

Bur it is too true, the Dutcheis is deceived, Mariana 
is deceived, and all the World who had (cen the one, 
would have been deceived by the other ; This was 
one of the Fantaſticks of Nature, or one of her Ra- 
rities which ſhe ſeldom makes, in this ſhe had imirated 
Conrsde (© exatly, that he was not to be known from 
Philip, nor Phi/ip from him, ſhe had form'd them in 
the fame Molds in the dark Cell of the Womb, that 
ir was not potſible tor the Eye to diſtinguiſh them, and 
leaſt ſhe ſhould miſtake her tclt, had only Somers 

h Conraae 
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Conrale by a private Mark. But how like ſoever their 
Bodies were, their Souls were as different ; Comrade had 
a Noble Generous Soul, full of Lite and Valour, Ph-lip 
(though the Eldeſt ) was Covetous, Sordid and Cow- 
ardly : beſides theſe internal marks of difference, Time 
and Accident had cauſed one notable diltinftion, which 
not being known to many, was kept a Sccret, and 
being in thole parts of the Body which common Mo- 
deſty obliges us ro conceal, was not dilcoverable. 
Philip in his Younger Years climbing up a high Pear- 
Tree, the Bough broke, and he fell ſo unluckily that 
a Stump of the Tree ſtuck berween his Legs, which 
{o bruiſed chole parts, that they gangreend and were 
cut clean off, {o chat Philip was a Capon, and as true 
an Eunuch as any the Turk had in his whole Seraglio. 
This was a Secret which ſhame cauſed ro be conccal'd, 
Exnichs being accounted Monſters in that part of the 
World where they are not ſeen cvery day, or do nct , 
Govern Provinces, or Command Armies. 

The Dutcheſs was not yer convincd, but this was 
her real Coxrade, however he was pleay'd to atlum? 
the Name and Perſon of Philip, and accordingly {o 
repreſented him to the Duke, that the Brother of chat 
Captain who had fo hravely reſcued her from the 
hands of her Raviſhers was now in the City, and had 
Petition'd her in conſideration of his Brother's Scrvice, 
to be admitted one of her Domeſticks : The Duke 
glad of an Opportunity to be grateful, and pleaſe his 

ew Dutchels, whon he paſſionately Lov'd, order'd 
him tobe entertain'd in the place of one of the Gentle- 
men of his Chamber, to the great content of Philip. and 
fatisfation of the Dutcheis. The Dutcheſs for ſome 
time remain'd very reſcry'd, expetting this Phillp, or 
diſguiſed Conrade, ſhould make © Addreſles to her, 
but obſcrying in him fo great Indiftcrence, ſhe was not 
a little Amaz'd and Perplex'd at ict. To be bertcr 
inform'd ſhe ſeat priyatcly to Villengen, and was there 
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ſatisfied that this was not Canrade bur Philip his Brother, 
Howevycr as ſhe had before been Enamour'd on the 
Comely Shape, aud Gracctul Deporrment of Conrade, 
ſhe could nor be ſaid tro change the Qbjec of her Love 
in Philip, who was {o like him in all outward appcar- 
ance, as one drop of water to another, which occafton'd 
the {ame Sentiments of Mind, and Luſtful Deſires for 
Philip, as She before had for Conrade. She knew that 
Conrade Was gone to the Wars, and his return uncer- 
tain, bur here ſhe beheld, and bad in her power the 
ſame Perſon with a difterent Name only; and thought 
it the greatcſt Folly imaginable to figh for one that was 
abſent, and fore-go the {ame preſent ; to dye for the 
ſhadow, when ſhe might freely enjoy the ſubſtance. 
The Durchefs diſcovered the {ecret Paftion of her 
Heart ro Mariana, brib'd her with Gold, and did all 
that a Flaticring Miſtreſs is capable of, to ſubvert the 
Honeſty and Integricy of a Scrvant, and make her 
Faithful ro her ; Mariana readily underitood what the 
Dutcheſs meant, and with pity ro the poor forſaken 
Birthold, unwilliugly paid Obedicnce to her unlawtul 
Commands. 

The Dutcheſs rook all Opporrunities of ſhewing 
kindnels to Philip, and With her tion and Actions {poke 
the hidden. Paſhons of her Heart ; but all her Favours 
and Careſſcs were thrown away on this dull and fro- 
zen Statue, his incapacity for Love had chilPd his 
Blood, and made him cold and reſerv'd ; all her 
ſmiles were loſt upon him, and for thoſe many marks 
of her Eſteem, he only returned low Cringes and di- 
ligent ſubmiſſions. The Dutcheſs was vext and angry 
at his dulneſs and ſtupidity, or fear and modeſty, nor 
being able to diſtinguiſh which was the true reaſon of 
fo great reſeryednels, Great Perſons Jove to be under- 
ſtood at firſt ſight, with a word and a beck, and-it is 
better to be too forward and miſtake their intentions, 


than too backward, and nor undcritand their delires, 
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At this time the grear ſucceſs of Birtholl cauſed the 
Duke to go into the Field himſelf, with thole New 
Forces he had raiſed for the Afliſtance of the Earl of 
Werdenberg, and With much regret he parted from the 
Durchefs, laying a particulas Command on Philip to 
be diligent in his Attendance on her, and to certihe 
him continually of her Health, of which Honour he 
Was not a little proud. The Duke being thusdepartc4 
with his Army, the Dutcheſs, with Mariana, Philip, 
and ſome few other Servants, went to her Caſtle of 
Blaford, a' League from Ulme, where ſhe deſigned ro 
divert her ſelf with Hunting for two or three days, and 
then return ro VIme. Here ſhe reſolved to lay the 
Scene of her Amorous Deſign, and contrive every 
thing lo cunninglv, that the moſt ſearching Eye ſhould 
not be ableto tind a law in her Honour. The {econd 
Night after her Arrival, having betore order'd Philipto 
b= Lodg'd in a Chamber remote from the reſt of the 
Servants, to which there was a private Gallery, which 
led from ter Apartment, about Midnight her unruly 
Love having kept her waking, ſhe aroſe out of her 
Bzd, and ( giving Mariana (trict charge notto (tir) flung 
over her a light Silk Mantlc, richly Embroyder'd, her 
Head was curiouſly dreſt, as on her Bridal Nigit,then 
putting on a pair of Velvet Slippers, ſhe rook the white 
Wax Taper burning in her Chamber ina Silver Candle- 
ſtick, in one Hand, and a Dagg-r in the other, and 
in this poſture left her Chamber, and through the pri- 
vare Gallery convey'd her ſelf to Philip's. 

This Apparition in the middle of the Night ( as (weet 
and tempting as this lovely an4 luſtful Dutcheſs feem'd 
to be ) ſtruck the Amazzd Philip with horrour and con- 
ſternation, not knowing whether ic was the bright 
Viſion of fome Angelical Phantalm, or ſome (portive 
Devil in the Counterfeit Shape of a Glorious Spirit, his 
little Acquaintance with either, gave him ſufficient Ar» 
gument for his*preſcat Fears. Philip lay wemblicg in 
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his Bed, which the Dutcheſs approachd and holdin 
the Dagger rowards his Breaſt, thus expreſt her Self. 
© The many Favours I have ſhown, are the maniteſt 
« rokens of my AfﬀeCtion to you,and Which have been 
© received with roo much Slight and NeglcC;you either 
© difdain my Love, or arc lo ſtupid not to underſtand 
* my Paſſion, either of which is alike dangerous to my 
* Repole, and your Life. I have in this manner Ap» , 
« pear'd to you, as you ſecc,to diſcover the Violence of 
* my Lovec,and incruſt my Honour with you:you have 
* no other way tochooſc,bur to Anſwer my Delires,or 
* dye by my hands,this poylon'd Dagger ſhall Sacrifice 
*you to my Fury,it you deny to be an Offering to m 
* Love, This wasa pretty way of Courtſhip indeed, 
but this Lady was none of thoſe who dctir'd to be 
Ador'd and Sigh'd for, to be Worſhipp'd as a Saint, or 
ReſpeCted as a Veſtal : Hers was not Fantaſtick or Pla- 
tonick Love, placed only in Shadows and reſpeQtful 
Ceremonies, her Flames were to be quench'd, and De- 
fires ſatisfied with Secrecy aud Expedition. 

Philip oper'd his Mouth, and fixing his Eyes on the 
Amiable yet Terrible Objc&, ſpake ſomething fo con» 
fuſedly and abruptly, that the Dutcheſs ſoon perceived 
the Aﬀright ſhe had put her Lover in, had in ſome 
meaſure debarr'd her of the SatisfaCtion ſhe expefted, 
and tofallay thoſe fearful Spirits ſhe had raiſed, endea» 
voured to rectihe the Error ſbe had commirted, by 
{moorhing her Brow, and putting on her Sweeteſt and 
moſt Charming Looks : She Arm'd her Eycs with a 
{otter Fire, her Countenance on a ſudden became Se- 
rene and Amorous, Inviting Smiles diſpell'd the frowns 
of her contratted Brow. She laid afide the Weapon 
in her Hand, and made uſe of none but Rays of 
Light, which ſhot themſelves into the Soul of Philip 
like ſo many Daggers, for he trembled ro ſee what 
would have rejoyced another Man. She ſet down the 
Taper, and diſrobing her ſelf into the Glris . L 
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Naked Goddeſs, lifted . the Cloaths and laid her ſelf 


down by him,faying; *T hus will 1 Charm your Fears, 

__y 51! 1 Court your Love : I have laid by my 

= ex and Lightning; and imagine me no longer 

* the Dutcheſs of Une your Miſtreſs, but your Lover, 

& 4nd one en up togive and take aFcliciry,Princes 
KH. 


* would not refuſe. Philip was getring out on the other 
fide of the Bed, when ſhe laid her Arm over him, 
Wartn enough tomelt the moſt ſnowy Chaſtity ; What 
{ faid ſhe ) do you flic me? am a Perſon after all this 
to be refusd > rhen reſerling her diſturbed fpirits, and 
pently drawing him towards her, ſhe began to ſmorher 

im with Kiffes, whilſt he like a trembling Partridge 
tmder the Pounces of an Hawk made fore faint ſtrup- 
Ings to get from her En:braces, and afloon as he could 
have Liberty from the Kiſſes ſhe loaded him with, 
Cryed our, Ah Madam ! I am not able to perform 
what you expe from me, I muſt Confefs I am no 
Man, -and that ir is impoſhble tor me to give you the 
SatisfaCtion you deſire. 

The Dutcheſs was fo Confounded at theſe words, 
that ſhe let go her Arms from their Ermbrace, and riſing 
half way out of Bed, thought he had been a Woman, 
ba diſcoverirgthe contrary by his Breaſts, which were 
bare, ſhe thought heonly faid ſo ro deceive her, when 
__ the Colour ES her Checks, and a 

cenels mounting into her Eyes, ſhe began to grow 
eerrible ro Philip, who leaping out flung himſelf on his 
Knees by the Bed-fide, and with many Oaths and Af- 
ſeycrations related his Misfortune to her. 

It is impoffible ro ſpeak the Confuſton this diſap- 
onmed Lady was in, her Eycs were fierce and ſpark- 
ing with Shame and Anger, and tranſported with 

Rape ſhe flew to her Dagger, which Philip being aware 
ran to the Table where his 5word lay,and pur him- 

ſelf into a Poſture of Defence; whilſt ſhe ſeeing her 
frlf thus defearcd of het Pleaſute, and pecyented 16 her 
; | | Reyecngey 
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Revenge, look'd like a diſtracted , Fwvy, all her lovel 
Charms grew terrible and frightful. Whether ic be 
true or falle ( ſaid the inraged Dutcheſs ) That you 
have told me, or whether thou art im t or Yer- 
ruous, *tis nor much matter, for thou ſhalt dye for my 
miſtake, | But Philip had no mind to be kilFd, and kepr 
her off with the point of his Sword, affuring her with 
a Thouſand Oaths and Imprecations ot the Truth of 
what he ſaid ; told her more fully his Misfortune, 
promiſed and yow'd Eternal Secrecy, that no Perſon 
in the World ſhould ever know one {yllable of this 
Adtion, that he himſclf would endeavour to forget it, 
and believe it only a Drcam or Viſion, provided ſhe 
did no ways hereafter artempt his Lite z But it he 
ſhould happen to fall by her Malice, as he cafily might, 
he would leave this Nights Tranſaftions, under his 
Hand and Seal, with an Intimate Friend, who after 
Death would deliver it to the Duke, and that if he 
might live ſecure, he would be ſecret, ſilent, and faith= 
ful, her Shame ſhould be hid, and her Honour fafe. 
The Dutcheſs faw no other Remedy, but withour 
Reply threw her Mantle aboat her, ſlipp'd on her 
Pantoffles, rook up the Candle, and left Philip not a 
lictle glad that he was fo cafily rid of this Amiable 
Fury. Mariana faw her Lady return, but with fuch 
marks of Diſturbance in her Looks, Contuſion in her 
Eyes, and Shame in her Checks, that ſhe wondred 
what could bethe Cauſe of ſo great a Diſturbance. The 
next day the Dutcheſs fcign'd her ſelf Sick, caus'd her 

Coach tobe made ready, and return'd tro Vime, writin 

Diſpatches to the Duke, wherein ſhe told him (wi 
chegreateſt Art of Feminine Cunning and — ) 
how much ſhe ſuffer'd by his Abſence, who like the 
Flower of the Sun muſt droop 'rill his Return, and 
wicher like the Female Palm in the Abſence of the 
Male. Theſe Letrers were order'd to be ſent by Philp, 
Who was plcay'd wich the Command, and i _ 2 
G- 
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Removal from the ſight of the incenſed Dutchels. All 
this Mariana ſaw and wondred at, *till the Dutcheſs 
one Evening in her Cloſet acquainted her with the odd 
Circumſtances of her Loye, and her more ſtrange 
diſappointment, 

e Duke receiv'd the kind Letters of the Dutcheſs; 
and was not a little fatisfied with her Love and Care, 
and after he had pur his Afﬀairs in a good poſture, re- 
turn'd Poſt tro Ulme, to the Embraces of his Lady; 
Philip came along with che Duke, but kept himlelt as 
much our of her Prelence as he could, who neycr be- 
held him but with Shame and Contuſion, and that 
very Obje&, which before had been fo plealant in her 
Eycs, was now as monſtrous and hatetul, Malice and 
Revenge ſucceeded her Love in as great a degree, and 
conſidering her Honour and Lite were intrulted to his 
keeping, ſhe reſolved neither could be ſafe as long as 
he liv'd, and having in vain endeayour'd by (eycral 
Artifices to remove him from the Duke, ſhe Con- 
ſulred with Mariana What Was to be done in fo difficule 
a Caſe, who agreed ro {end him into another World, 
which could only ſecure his Silence. Tothis End, 7e- 
rarto the Cook was hited by a Purſe of Gold, ro Poy- 
fon him in a Meſs of Broth, which he {oon after citect- 
ed z Bur his German (1mplicity not being fo well vergd 
in that Damnable Art, as the Spaniard or 1talian, the Poy- 
{on wrought {o violently it diſcover'd ir felt roo ſoon, 
and by the grear Care and Skill ot the Duke's Phylici- 
ans, the Danger was prevented. He preſently imagin'd 
it came from the implacable Hatred of the Durchels, 
and reſolv'd to be Reveng'd of her before he Dy'd : 
whereupon he ſent for the Duke, and having made 
all Perions avoid the Room, Acquainted him with the 
Viſit the Dutcheſs had given him, with all the par- 
ticular C:rcumſtances of it, and tully inform'd him of 
the reaſon of her Malice and his Empoyſoning. 

The Duke was like one Thuader-ſtruck with this 
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Relation, and having conſider'd the ſcyeral parts of 
ir, began to queſtion whether Philip was not diſtracted 
by lis Diſtemper, but having heard him confirm 1t 
with many Oaths and Imprecations, expeQting every 
moment to dye 3 Trouble and Grief ſucceeded his 
Wouder and Al'oniſhment, atnd Jealoufie and Rage 
follow'd attcr. He ſtayed ſome time to compole him< 
{«If, and charg'd Philip, To let no other know of his Diſho- 
nowr 3 telling him, if he dy/d be woul1 revenge bit Death, 
an1 if be I'd, reward bis Fi 'elty- Philip being young 
and luſfty,Nature at laſt ( by the help of powerful Me- 
dicines, ) or'ccame the Poylton; and he recover'd with 
the loſs only of his Hair and Nails. The Duke in 
the mean time ſ{mother'd his T rouble all he could, 
from the piercing Eye of the Du:ciicſs, and when 
Philip was recover'd catricd him one day into het 
Chamber, and making all ochers but Mariana to quit 
the Room, cauſed hin1to Accnie her Face to Face. 
The Dutcheſs ſeem'd not much mov*'d, but took it 
as if the Duke had been in Jcſt with her, at which he 
grew ſo inraged, he flatly cnarg'd her with the Critne, 
calling her Impi#dent Strumpet, (he appzaring as Angry 
and High, peremprorily deny'd it, and told him, She 
nll bave ſatisfadion for ſo biſe dn Abuſe put kpon bey : 
She Vindicated her ſelf tron all that Philep had ſaid; 
and with {o many Aﬀeverations juſtty*'d her Ihnb- 
cency, that the Dake ſtood Amaz'd, not knowirig 
Which to Credit: The Subtle Lady perceiving the 
Duke's mind wavering, tell on her Knees and Ctav'd 
pou againſt that perjur'd Villain Philip z who now 
w his own Folly and Danger, in Accuſing the Dutch - 
eſs without any other Witneſs to corroborate his Eyi- 
dence. The Duke was yery much perplex'd with 
this matter, and knowing the Dutcheſs had not afti- 
ally defiled his bed; but intentionally only; If that 
= true ſhe was Accuſed vf,. and that probably Philip's 
pbrenty tathet than his ethpe, ot 4 dite ——_ 
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his Honour, had kept him Chaſt; by many good 
words endeavour'd to pacifie the Dutcheſs, and recon- 
cile her to Phillip, whom he til] continucd in his Ser- 
VICE. 

However the Duke ſeem'd to diflemble the Trouble 
of his mind, Philip ſtill (tanding firm in his Accuſation, 
Jealoutie began to prevail upon his Soul, and imbirer 
all his Thoughts : He grew Melancholy and Churliſh, 
and ſhe ſo proud and di{daintul,that an apparent breach 
was made between them ; ſhe Curs'd her Marriage, 
and the time ſhe forſook Birthold, the Kind and Lovin 
Birthold. This Mariana took notice of, and noticed 
Birthold with the Diſcontents of rhe Dutcheſs, who dili- 

ently by Letters addreſs'd himſelf to her, trom whom 
c receiy'd this Anſwer. 


To the Lord of Zcringen. 


Irthold; If I have yet any Command over yur Joul, as 
you ſay 1 have, then you mult not dye ; but preſerve a 
Life that i4 precious to me, and may yt be ſ:rviceable to redeem 
me from Miſery. Time may alter both one Fortunes, and your 
Conſtancy may be Rewarded by 
Anne Ulme. 


Birthol1 being encouraged 1n his Love by the Amo- 
rous Letter of the Dutcheſs, came over privately in 
Diſguiſe ro Ulme, and by the Afliitance of Mariana made 
{requent Vitits tro the Durchels, thele Entervicws ſoon 
compoſed all tormer Diffcrenc's, and entred 'em inro a 
ſticer League than ever. VVhat mutual kindneſles 

{ſed berween them at that time, I never yet could 
learn, Bur it is very likely, 'as we may judge by the 
ſequel of their Ations,ſuch unicrupulous Lovers made 
uſe of Opportunity. Brrthold at Jaft propos'd to her 
to leave the Duke her Husband, and go along with 
him, which ſhe conſenting to, pack'd up all her 
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Jewels and other things of valus, and ohe Evening 
wich Marians walk'd out to the fide of the River Da- 
now Which runs by the Walls of Utme, where Birthol4 
waircd her coming, and With 2 Boat of ſix Oars; 
carried them over the River, and in his Coach con- 
veycd them fate tro his Caſtle. The Duke foon heard 
wheic the Dutchels was, and Acguainted the Earl het 
Father with the I reachery and Intidclity of his Daugh- 
ter, Who were both lo inraged at the Injury and Gif. 
grace, thac they inmcdiatcly 1aiv'd afl the Forces they 
were abie to make and murualiy vow*.1a Revenge. So 
grea: Svccelsatrendes the Juſtice of thei: Caule,thar Birthold 
was totaily round in the F.cll, and forc'd to take Re- 
fuge in his Caltle, where the Duichels was, Which rwd 
davs after was lurrounded by che Dukes Army 
Birthald having dow all that a Valiant man could do 
in dctence of the P:ace, rclols'd not to be taken Alive 
and b: come the Scorn of the Victors. bur thruſt him- 
ſclt into the midit of his Enemics, and dyed brayely 
with his Swaid in his Hand. The Dutcheſs had not 
the heart to fly to a voluntary Death, though ſhe re- 
filted hcr rare all ſhe could, and was taken with Artris 
in her fair Hands, encouraging the Soldiers with her 
Words and Actions. Being taken and brought before 
her Husband and Father, the Ear} would have run 
her thorough with his own hand, but was hindred by 
the Duke, who defired her puniſhment might be left 
to him, againſt whom ſhe lad more grievouſly of- 
fended, who rclolved not to chaſlile her by death, but 
to give her a Lite, tho” full of pain and miſery, by 
which ſhe might have time to Repeat of her Crimes, 
and (ave her Soul. 

The Duke ſent away the Dutcheſs, and the dead 
Body of Birtheld, with a ſtrong Guard to his Caſtle 


at Blaford, and having finiſh'd the Campaign, and re- 


ſtor'd the Country to Peace, return'd to Uime with 

Honout arid Viftory. The Duke being reſolv'd now 

to puniſh his Adulterous Donch, ordet'd Mariana a 
2 
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be taken from her, and being Chaſtiſed as a Confede- 
rate in her Crimes, was baniſh'd his Terrritories. The 
Du:cheſs was then put into a Room where no Light 
of Day or Sunſhine could ever enter, in which he 
cared 2 Bed to be fet up, and the Room hung with 
Black, with a Lamp continually burning in the midſt 
of it, a little Table was placed by her Bed-fide, with 
a Prayer-Book, the Pifure of a beautiful Lady em- 
bracing a Knight on the one fide, and the fame Knight 
and Lady tormented by Devils on the other {ide of 
th: Chamber, as ObjeAs ro remember her of her 
Crimes, and promote her Repentance. This was the 
Furniture of the Room; and to abate the heat of her 
Lu!+*, he gave ſtrict Charge that three-rimes a Weck 
ſhe ſhould have nothing but Brea1 and Water, and at 
other times a ſpare Dyet. He allowed her no other 
Cupto drink in but rhe Skull of Birth:t4, which he had 
cauſed purpolcly to be made into a Cup, and tipr it 
round with Silver, nor 20 other Carpet on her Table 
bur his Skin, which was flead off and dreſt for that 
purpoſe, ſtriftly Cummanding, That no Perſon in 
the world ſhould be permitted ro ſee or ſpeak to her, 
exc'pt a Pricſt, who was order'd to Contels her once 
a month : Carc was alſo taken, that ſhe ſhould have 
no Knife, or any thing elie whereby ſhe might hurc 
her ſelf, and that he might be ſure to have all this 
1nQtually perform'd, and ſhe not able to Corrupt her 
—voreny he gave the Command ot the Caſtle ro Philip, 
aid made him her Keeper, (trictiy Chargirg bim, that 
no Perſon) ſhould be ſuffer'd to fee or ſpeak with her, 
bir himic!t. and the Pricſt he ſhould ſend with a 
Warrant under his Hand and Scal. Philip who had 
0 good Will. to this Lady, underrook the Charge noc 
willingly. rcſolving to obſerve his Lord's DireCtions 
7:ry pur Aually, belicving thcmto be as Jull as Severe, 
a7"! good for the Sov! of the Adulterous Dutchels. 


Ja this manner liy'd the Dutcheſs for the ore of 
tree 
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three years,never ſceing the Face of any but Philip and 
the Preift her Confeſlor, whilſt the Nuke liv'd Loole 
and Luxuriouſly, Wantonis'd in all manner of Un- 
lawful Pleaſures and Luſtful deſires, there was hard- 
ly a Handlome Virgin in Ulme that he did not berra-”, 
nor a Beautiful Woman that he did not corrupt, His 
Palace was now become a mcer Serazlo, and his Court 
a more Honourable Stews. In the mean time Captain 
Conra/e ( a Truce being made between the Chriſtians and 
Turks ) return'd to Vienna, and from thence with the 
Emperours leave to his own Country, fuil of Glory 
and Renown, to viſit his Friends and Relations, till the 
End of the Truce ſhould call him again to Action. 
Being come to Villengen he ſcon underitcod his Bro- 
,, thers preferment under the Duke of Ulme, the various 
1 Fortune of the Dutcheſs, her Impriconment in the 
Caſtle of Blzford where his Brother was Conſtable, and 
all other Circumſtances that Fame or Common re- 
rt could inform him of. Conrade finding the powerful 
mo of this lovely Lady yet treſh in his mind, 
with all thoſe Charms ſhe overcame him with, when 
he releagd her from her Raviſhers, and remembring 
her kind Letters and Amorous Expreflions, found he 
had a great delire to fee her, Notwithſtanding the 
Change of her Condition, Which he might e:fily 
eficct by the means of his Brother who was her Keeper. 
He therefore privately and without any attendance, 
wear over to Blaford, and {taying at a houlc ina lirtle 
Village near the Caſtle,ſent a Meſſenger with a Note to 
his Brother to acquaint him he defir'd to {ce bim, 
but without any Company for ſome reaſons he ſhould 
afterwards underſtand ; Philip could not but wonder 
at the Secrecy and Caution that he us'd in his Vitit;bur 
however obſerv'd his dire&ions and went immediately 
over to him. The Ceremony of their mutual reſpects 
bring over,Conrade conjur'd Philip to hearken to his Re- 
a and told him the a dcelire he had to - 
3 the 


252 Go4's Revenge againſt Adultery. 


the Datcheſs, which he might cafily accompliſh by 
changing Cloaths with him, they being t© alike that 
nothing bur the difference of their habits diftinguiſted 
them. Philip a loiug time endeavour to d:{luade him 
from ic,urging the danger and hazard of the Ar:empry 
but Love had blinded his Eycs and ftopr his Ears to 
all Conſiderations, and the Inportunity of C-nrate at 
laſt prevail'd wich Ph:lip, who changing Cloaths with 
him gave him fuli in{trudtions of all the ways and 
Cuſtoms he us'd,and delivering him the Keys they em- 
braced and parted. Philip a-comred wich his But, 
Sword and Feathers, went back to iengen inſtead of 
Conrade, and Comrzd- Went to the Caltle, where he was 
admitted by the Soldicrs tor Pitp, wihout the leaſt 
Suſpicion or Miſtrult. At the ri:ne accultom'd he car- 
ricd the Dutchels her Allowance, whoin hc could not 
behold without Grict and T roublc, his Eyes were fixe 
on her Face, which he ſaw Palc and Wan, ard much 
alcer'd by that ſeverity ugd to her, bur vet that Ty- 
rany had not robb'd her ot all her Beaurtie, and (weet- 
neſs, the pleaſing Air of her Face was yet preſerv'd, 
though her Complexion was Faded, and even in that 
Languiſhment ſhe carried Charms and Sorcerics. The 
next day. Conrade diſcover'd himiclt ro the Dutcheſs in 
theſe words. B.hild Madam here at your Feet no longer 
your Faylor Philip, hut your Alorer and Lover Conrade,who 
hath preſerv'd your Imazre intire in his Heart, who bewails 
ul pitics your Misfortuner, and who now comes to offer you a 
Life which hath been pr. ſ-rv'd from ſo many dangers that it 
mgzht redeem you from Captivity. Long it was before he 
could convince the Du'cheſs that he was Conrade and 
not Philip, and ſeeing his Words and Aftions had yer 
ſcarce pain'd Credit with her, he produc'd the Lerter 
hc had formerly received from her ſaying : This Mz- 
dam T have kept 4s a precious Relique of y'ur Aﬀettion, it is 
Pen'd by yous own fair Hands, and your Eyes can Witneſs the 
p"w of phat T ſay. The Duchcl Yiewing the Letter, 
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was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd, for now ſhe was afſur'd he was 
Conrade and 110t Phillip,and throwing her Arms about his 
Neck, in a T rayſ{porr of Joy funk down into his. Be- 
fore they parted a Vow*'d League © Frienuſhip p '! » 
berween them, and Articles ot a Potluted and Adulte- 
rous Love was S-aled ; they are now become on”, and 
united in Wickodne(s.and r! e \moroty and path nat? 
Cenrale (ufficient!y latictv'd the Lulttul Dutcneſs that he 
was not the Eunuch P/4p bur her firit beloved Cn-ade, 
He often off 1'd co carry her from Ulre, which ſhe re- 
tusd,faying ; ſhe conld b» no wher: to {ccure, and that 
it added much to the {weernefs of pleature that ſhe 
could in ſomo micature revenge her {elf 094 her Cruel 
Husband, in the {ame place he had fo grizvouſly pun- 
iſh*1 het. 

Philip being now delirousro return to his Command, 
left Velengen in Order to go to the Caſtle of Blaford, 
bur the Duke mct Philip upon the Road as he was 
riding, out to take the Air, and ſtopr, and ask'd him 
where he had been, and how he came to leave the. 
Caſtle of Blafird, and what was the reaſon he was thus 
Mcramorpholed into a man of War > Philip was very 
much ſurpr:z', and looking (trangely on the Duke as 
it he had never ſeeen him before, I ſippoſe Sir ( ſays he ) 
yore are ſome Perſon of Quality by your Train, but I muſt tell 
you, you milt the me for my Brother Philip, who is Governour 
of the Cattle of Blatord, whom I am now going to Viſit, wh ſe 
lk-n«ſs t2 me often cauſes th:ſe mittakes. T he Duke knew 
Philep dur(t nor Jeſt with him, and ſeeing him in the 
Carb of a Soldicr, remembred he had heard the 
Durchcis ſome time ſprak of the great reſemblance 
and likenels of the rwo Brothers, believed he was in 
an Error, and then told him that he was the Duke of 
UVkme, and that he ſhould go along with him that 
night,and the next day they would ride over to Blafird, 
where he would give b'mſelt the Satisfaftion of (o 
great a Curioliry. The —_— accordingly did ſo, and 
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Conrade appear'd to him in the habit of Phil:p and he in 
Conrade's, who were lv much alike? that the Duke and 
the whole Compary were ſtrangcly amaz'\| at it. 
The Duke' return'd ro Ulme, and Philip and Conrade 
ſtay'd ar Blaf rd, where Phult carneitly preſt him to 
change his Cloaths and deliver up the Command of the 
Caſtlero him, for Fear any unhappy Accident ſhould 

ake a diſcovery of their perſons, which would prove 

atal to them both ; Conra/e told Philip it was Im- 
poſhble, but if he would go to Villenzen and return two 
monehs after, he would then comply with his defare, 
Which he accordingly did. 

Conrade and the Ducheſs enjov'd themſelves in the 
unbounded pleaſures of their Luſt, ard laug!4 ar that 
Ver geance Which was now ready to punith al their 
Lewdne(s and Debauchery, by a milcrable and Tragi- 
cal Cataſtrophe. The Duke began now to think 
afreſh on the likeneſs of the Two Brothers, and how 
eaſily he might be deceived it they ſhould agree to- 
gether that Conzade ſhould be the Keeper of his Dutch- 
els inſtead of the Eunuch Philip. - He knew the Scrvice 
that Conrade had done the Dutcheſs formerly, and fome 
had rold him that his Actions expreſt morc of Love 
than Civility : Evil men have Evil thoughts, and they 
meaſure other mens Actions by - their. own. For this 
realon the next . Night he went privately over to the 
Caſtle, atrended only with Four of his Gentlemen, res 
ſglving to fatisfic himſclf whether it was- Philip or Con- 
z44e,who had now the command of the Caſtle,and the 
keeping of the Dutcheſs.. T he Warders and Soldiers 
of bs Gate knew the Duke and admitted him, won- 
dring - at his coming, who went dirc&ly to Philip's 
Apartment, thinking to ſurprize him in Bed, and there 
ro-latifhehim(!t b1:t not fy iding him, his. ſuſpicion n- 
creavd, and he wr1;e Hirefaly tothe doar of the Dutch- 
els hex Cell, which ae found Lock'd, and harkning at 
ir, he hcard the Dutcheſles yoice and that of a Man 
mo 
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diſcourſing With hex. Conrade who uſually viſited the 

Durchetfs at Nights, and ſpent the molt part of it in her 

Company, Was now there and inthe raprures of his Luſt- 

ful pleaſures. The Duxe knock'd loud at the door, 

which very much furpriz'd Conrate and the Dutcheſs, 
who immedialy opening of it, ſaw the Duke with 
anger and Þury in his Face, whereupon he flew ro his 
$word that lay upon the Table, and lay'd two of the 

Foremoſt dead art his Feet, whereupon the Duke pre- 

{ently Concluded by his bold and manly Courage he 

was not Philip but Coarade, which lo far inraged him, 

that he advanc'd himſelt againſt this Lyon Conrad, 
from whom he receiv'd ſo home a Thrult that bis 

Sword paſling through his Ribbs, appear'd a handful 

behind his Back, but at the ſame Inſtant one of the 

Guard ſtruck Conrgde o're his Head with a Polc-ax, fo 

deep that his Brains came out, and he fell at the ſame 

time with the Duke dead at his Feet. The Duke 
being vet not quite dead commanded them to ſearch 

Conrale, and finding him to be no Exnxch, and conſe- 

quently not Philip, commanded him to diſpatch the 

Dutcheſs that he might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 

her puniſh'd before , = died, upon Which one of the 

Guard ſheathed his Sword in her fair Breaſt, as ſhe (at 

on the {ide of the Bed amazed and aſtoniſhr at the ſud- 

denneſs of this Misfortune,the Dutchels tell backwards 
upon the Bed and dyed, and the Duke prefently atter 
expir'd who liv'd only to ſee her puniſh'd Thus their 
three Souls fled away at one moment;but whether they 
kept pace together, or how ſeparated in the valt 
abyſle of Eternity, is not our buſineſs ro enquire, bur 
their dead Bodies remain'd a fad ipeftacle of Divine 

Vengeance againſt the horrid Sin of Adultery. 

*. This was the Sad and Lamentable Conclufon of the Adulter- 
ous Dutch:ſs, who had ſhe been as Eminxent in Chaſtity, 
as ſne wi Infamoufly Incontinent, might have liv'd the 

» Ghrious Pattern of Vertue, as ſhe dyed the ſhameſu! Ex- 
ample of Sin and Miſery. HIST 
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A1S T' DC 
Juderina, or the Dutch- Adultreſs. 


Juderina commits Fornication with Walter, is got with 
Child, and afterwards turns Whore at Amſterdam. Is 
there kept by mine Hcer Vandrechr, proves falſe to him, 
and commits Adultery with Captain Grantztord, who is 
kild by Vandrechrt, and be drown'd in bis Eſ:ape. She 
afterwards Marries I itus a Puritan, breaks ber Husb 1n1 
by ber Riotous Expence, he in Revenge gives ber the Foul 
Diſeaſe, which ſh: firſt communicates to 2 Quaker, and 
then dyes miſerably of the before-mention'd Diſtemper. 


om was born of poor and honeſt Parents, in a 
lictle Village near R#terdam, and being now arrived 
to Twelve Years of Age, was entertained by Emantha 
an Antient Lady and a V Vidow, who was reputed 
very Rich, and tor that rcaſon was Courted by ſeveral 
Gentlemen, who more valued her for the Reputation 
of her Fortune, than they admired the ruins of her 
Beauty. Amongſt others who made {ute tothe Widow, 
a Gentleman known by the name of Captain Grantz- 
ford, was one, who though he had no Aflurance of ob- 
raining her, had yet more Encouragement than the 
reſt, being always Civilly treated, and greatly reſpected. 
Fuderina Who Was a Perſon of a ready and (ubtle 
wit, ſoon learnt to Sing and Dance exactly, Emanths 
having preferr'd her to wait on her Daughter E4uha, 
by whoſe fayour, and the opportunities of her Atten- 
dance on her, ſhe gain'd all the Accompliſhments be- 
firting a Perſon of greater Quality : to all which, Na- 
ture added a larger ſhare of Beauty than is commonly 
ſeen in Maids of her mean Rank and Family. Captain 
Grantzford no ſooner ſaw the fair Juderins bur he fell 
deſperately in Loye with her, and Juderina was 9p > 
ealc 
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pleayd with the Captain's Courtſhip, which Emantha 
ov-4-rving, he ſoon loſt a!l hopes of obtaining the 
VViddow, however the {atislattion gf cnjoying his 
Luſtful Pleaſures with Fuleriuz, made fome amends, 
which every day advanC'd by the ſeeming Compliance 
of the V Vench. 

Ar this time Young Walter her Son return'd from the 
Univertity of Leyden, ro Vitic his Mother, and Siſter 
Eitha, whoſe preſence very much ot ſtruted the Amo» 
rous rroceedings of the Captain, whoar firſt fight was 
deeply in Love with Jx4erina ( whole Charms were 
notto be reliſted ) and quickly ler her know the power 
of her Eves, and the Concueſt ſhe had made. This 
proud Beauty gloricd in her New ViEtory, and was 
not a liale glad to {ee her Young Maſter at her Feer, 
ferter'd with her Charming Graces, whom ſhe preferr'd 
to his Rival Grantzford, and at laſt yielded ro his Em- 
braces, who nowEnjoyed ar pleaſure what the Captain's 
Lvil Fortune ſtill deny'd him. The Widow had been 
very Civil and Reſpeftul ro the Captain, notwith- 
ſtanding his Folly, and as ſh* had no Patfin for him, 
io ſhehad forſaken him without Malice or Regretzhow- 
ever for fear he ſhould debauch her Maid ( which ſhe 
very much ſu{pe&t:d ) ſhe kept a {trift Eye over Jule- 
rina, Whenever Captain Grantzford came to the Houſe 
little imagining that her Son had RobHy'd that Garden, 
and Cropt the Flower ſhe had warch'd with ſo much 
Care and Vigilance. The Captain ſoon grew ſenſible 
of the double defeat he had receiv'd, in obtaining the 
Widow, and enjoying her Maid, for which reaſon he 
derermin'd to try his Fortune with FEditha, by whoſe 
Courteous and obliging Reſpefts, he might promiſe 
himſelf better fucceſs : But her Perſop was not fo Ami- 
able, cither ro Enkindle Love, or inflame his Breaſt 
with Loft, J«4erina was the only Amorousand Tempt- 
ing Ohjeft, but her Cruel Diſdain had now forced him 
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The Young Editha was full of Paſlion and Deſire, 
and languiſh'd after the Unkind Captain, Which at length 
ſhe diſcover'd to Juderins, who preſently told her that 
he was not ignorant of her Love, bur heard her Sighs 
without the leaſt Piry or Compaſhon, and as ſhe could 
not expet her Mother would ever Conſent to the 
Match it propos'd to her, fo ſhe could aſſure her the 
Captain's AﬀcAions would never be tyed by the Sacred 
Bonds of Wedlock ; but all his Pattion was Luſt, and 
his Love Diſhonourable, which ſhe ſufficiently under- 
ſtood by his offers ro herſelf, who Endeavoured no- 
thing more than the lew'd SatisfaCtion of his defires, 
which ſhe had hitherto oppoyd with ſcorn and dif- 
dain. But yer ſherold her if ſhe pleagd ro make an 
advantage of his Folly, ſhe might both pleaſe her fancy 
and obtain him tor a Husban«d it ſhe would conſent to 

ur a Cheat upon him, which ſhe might caſily effe&t 
y her contrivance. Ediths having heard the methods 
of her Deſign, approv'd them well, and defir'd her 
to put them in Praftice upon the firſt Opportunity. 
The Plot being thus laid betwixt them, the cunning 
Juderina (eerm'd ro hearken more willingly to the 
Courtſhip of Grantzford, ſhe accepts his Gold, ſeems 
to believe his Oaths and Promiles, and at the laſt 
overcome With his Flateries rogrant his Deſires. There 
is nothing in the World fo Joyful as the Captain really 
was at the Conſent of Juderinz,the Content of his mind 
might be caſfily read in his Eyes,he kiſgd her a Thou- 
ſand times,and gave her as many Thanks tor what he 
is not like to obrain. The Allignation is made be- 
tween them, and the Captain by Agreement to prevent 
all ſuſpition ro take his preſent leave and return at 
Night by a back door of which ſhe gave him the key 
which led to Fuderina's Chamber, where he ſhould 
find her in Bed, but this was to be done with all ſilence 
and Secrecy, for fear of being over heard by Ementha 
who lodg' in the next Chamber. All this was agreed 
co 
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to,and the Captain parted with his Miſtreſs,full of hopes 
and Satisfaftion. Night came and young Editha ſup- 
ply'd the place of Juderins, obtain'd her deſires and 
ſpent the Night in the Arms of Grantzford, who at 
the ſatne time thought he had Embrac'd his Beautiful 
Miſtreſs. 

In the Morning being about to depart, he was 
amazZ'd to find his miſtake,and hear the young Edithe 
ſpeak to him, inſtead of J#4erina, who held him faſt 
in her Arms, crying out, do not leave me now you 
have  robh'd and defimer'd me 4 but much more when 
he ſaw young Walter enter the Chamber with a drawn 
Sword and a Parſon with him, who told him ( with 
an angry look, ) Captain, either ſalve the Honour of an 
houſe which you have now w unded, by marrying my Siſter, 
or receive the Ju't reward of Luſt an1 Treachery , either make 
| Editha your Wife, or ſatisfie me by your Death. T he Captain 
would have riſen trom the Bcd, and made his defence 
but Walter ſet the point of his Sword to his Breaſt, and 
Sworc he would Run him Through it he did not de- 
clare his immediate Conſent, which he was forc'd to, 
and the Parſon having done his Office, they left him 
and his Bride to their now Lawful pleaſures; The 
Widow was amaz'd next morning at the Re- 
| Jation her Son gave her, of Editha's marriage with 
Grantzford, Which ſhe could not well credit, till a little 
time aftcr they came to beg her Blcſhing; She con- 
fider'd it could not now be help'd, and atter ſome grave 
reprehenſions accepted their Duty, and cauled their 
private Marriage to be publickly celebrated. 

Some time after Fucecrina found her {elf to be wich 
Child, and Endeavour'd to prevent her Shame and 
diſgrace by taking ſuch things as might cauſe Aborti- 
on but in Vain, her great Belly now diſcover'd it ſelf, 
and was known ro the Widow,who roo late found what 
a Viper ſhe had Entertain'd in her Fatnily, and whar 
Injury ſhe had done her (elt by that Wenches Beaury,; 
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who firſt cauſed her to loſe Grantzford, and now had 
drawn away the Heart of her Son, and inticed him to 
Lewdneſs. Burt leaſt theſe wo fooliſh wantons ſhould 
marry together, and {o utterly ruin the Fortune of her 
Son, ſhe reſolv'd to ſeparate them, and accordingly ſent 
him back to Leylen, and Juderine over to Flanlers to lay 
her grear Belly, where not long after the was brought 
to bed of a Girle, and thus became a Mother betore 
ſhe was a Wite, and had a Child before ſhe had got 
a Husband. Fadcrina being recover'd of her Lying In, 
the Child by order of the Widow the Grand- morher, 
was taken from her and put to Nurſe in thole Parts, 
and ſhe turn'd out of doors to ſeek her fortune, with 
fome (mall pitrance of Silver, {carce cnough to detray 
her Chargesto Amſterdam, whithcr ſhe extreamly long'd 


to go, hoping to get into ſonm Service, or by making. | 


an Advantage of her Beauty, wo inveagie tome I radel- 
man to marry her. With this in:;ent Fuleriza went to 
Amſterdam, where ſhe no {ooner arrived, but ſhe found 
her Money all ſpent, and hericlt in a moſt miſerable 
and forlorn Condition. By great fortune ſhe pot a 
Lodging, which happer'd ro be at a moſt Infamous 
and Notorious Bawdy houſe, where the behaved her 
ſelf with ſo much Sim"licity and lecming Jnnocercy, 


told fo fair a Story of her Misforruncs, without one * 


word of Truth, That the Bawd ber Landlady bclicy'd 


her, and under pretence of commilcration to her pre- | 
ſent Wanr, but more in hopesof making a good Market | 


of hcr, kindly and comfortably relicy'd her. 

In a ſhort time Julerina's Beaury was fam'd, of which 
ſhe knew how to make the beſt Advantage, and fo 
well improv'd' her Talent in thoſe wicked Courſes, 
thar ſhe had now conſiderably inrich'd her-(elf by 
proſtituting her long loſt Maiden-':cad, to ſeven or 

eight wealthy Dutch Cullies, who all ſwore, and really 
believ'd they had ir, for which they roundly paid. 


ving thus adyanc'd her Fortune, and being unwilling 
to 
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to Expoſe her (elf longer in a place ſo infamous, ſhe 
privately withdrew, and took Lodgings between the 
Stadt houſe and Exchange, where ſhe chang'd her 
Nameto Angelica,and pals d for a vertuous young Lady, 
whoſe Brother was a Merchant and {uddenly ExpeCted 
from the Indies. Not long after it happen'd that a 
Gentleman of good Fortune, call'd Mine Heer Vandretch, 
had ſome ſhort repartees With Angelica under her V iz- 
ard at the Play-houſe, who was {o taken with her 
Wir, that he would not leave her tilt he had ſeen her 
Face, which appearing to him, beyond ExpeQtion, 
handſome, he grew paſlionately in Love with her, 
and carried -her home to her Lodging in his own 
Coach. Angelica had cunning enough not to be fur- 
prized with his firſt Offers of Kindnels, nor alter'd 
with thoſe rich and Noble preſents he made her, 
which he wondring at , belicved her Counterfeir 
Vertue was real, propoſed a Coliderable Settlement, 
a Stately Houſe, Gilded Coach, and rich Liveries, 
if ſhe would conſent to live with him and be his 
Miſtreſs, which ſhe at laſt agreed to, rather out of 
paſſion and rcſpeCt ro his perſon, than that ſuch ge- 
nerous Offers had any power over her Chaſte and 
Innocent mind.She now gocs abroad in herCharriot, firs 
in the Boxes at Plays, with all the bravery and Impu- 
dence of a Kepr-Miſtrels, or more Notorious Strumper. 

Being one day at the Play-houſe, ſhe was {cen by 
Captain Grantzford ( whom ſome buſineſs had brought 
ro Town ) who preſently knew her, and much 
wondered to ſce that Beauty ( which ever appear'd to 
him with a more than ordinary Luſlure ) now ſo re- 
ſplendent with Jewells, and all the dazling Embelliſk- 
ments Art could inyent. He could not but confeſs 
that ſhe who before appear'd a twinkling Star of Beau- 
ty, Was now become an illuminated Sun, Bright and 
Glorious. The Captain made his Complement to her, 
which ſhe recciv'd with more fayourable A 
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of reſpe&t to him, and in a Short time they became fo 
intimatethat he often viſized her, where he was bleſt 
with thoſe raviſhing Delights he had lo JongCoveted in 
vain. This Amour of Grantzford With Angelica was 
at laſt ſulpe&ted by Yandritch, who ſurpriz'd him at 
the botom of the Stairs, one Night as he had newly 
parted With Angelica, and with his Sword Ran him 
to the Heart, of which he immediately dy'd. Van- 
dretch (ent for a Friend and acquainted him with his 
preſent misfortune, dilpoy'd the care of his Houſe and 
Goods into his hands, dilrobed Angelics of all her 
finery, turn'd her ouc of Doors and then made his 
Eſcape, bit in his way to the Brill was unhappily 
drown'd- 

Avgelica baying Sav'd a little money, put her ſelf in 
a plain Country drels, remov'd to a remote place in 
the Town, Where ſhe tovk a Convenicnt Chamber 
and profeſled herſelt a Saint, going to all the private 
meetings ſhe could hear of, where ſhe Sigh'd, litred up 
her Eyes, rizade Faces, was diligent at LeCtures and Ex- 
poundings, ſo that in a lice time ſhe began to be taken 
notice of, and attracted the Eyes of rnany a young 
Zcalot and Amorous Puritan. She changed her Name 
to Mabdla, though 7#derina and Angelica the Hypocrite 
were the ſame in Heart and mind as Mabells the Saint. 
Arlength the Picty and Devotion of Mabella was taken 
Notice of, as well as her Modeſty and Beauty, by Ti 
a Toung Brother, a Linnen Draper; who Was reſolv'd not 
ro Marry out of hisown Tribe,and only wanted a Wite 
to make him Happy. She obſerv'd his Eyes to be 
often fixt upon her, and tho* he rook Notes, and 
Wrote in Characters none elſe could Read, he look'd 
as if he had been drawing her Picture, he was fo in- 
rent tipon her. His Courtſhip' was Sentences of Love 
and Cant intetmix'd, and Czpid and Knox were joyn'd 
together: His Amorous Diſcourſe was , Iarded with 
fragtnents of Setmons, and Dodtrines and Liics ky” 
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together, with Notes taken out of the Academy of Comms 
plementr, There was {ſuch a ſtrange inedly of Love 
and Religion, of Wooing and Praying, of pious Non- 
ſence and {mutty Courtſhip, that Mabella could not 
but laugh in her fleeve, how- gravely and demurely 
{oever ſhe look'd. Titus at laſt won the good will of 
his Dear Mela, and what ſhe muci defir d, they were 
privately Matricd, and the once again Miſtreſs of an 
Houſe. 

Mavella had not been long married before ſhe beyan 

to parch and deck her (elt with Ribons, and Titus to his 

reat grief ſaw his Stop crowded with Gallants irs 

cad of Chap men, who came to Cheapen his Wite 
rather than Buy his Linnen ; Fe tift rexrov'd her im- 
modeſty him{cit, and then defied the Paſtor ro repre» 
hend the Lew Carriage of his Wite, but to no pur- 
poſe : ſo that {eeing himſelf undone, he relolv'd to ſhut 
up Shop and leave her ro her Fortunr. Mabella had 
yet {cap'd the Pox, that Ruin and Contuſion of ſo many 
of Venus her Voraricsz but as many have Eſcaped being 
wounded in a Bartel] who have been kil”d in a Skir- 
miſh, fo far'd it with Mabella, Titus plainly perceiving 
his Horns grew as faſt as bis Eſtate waſted, was reſoly'd 
to be firſt Reyeny'd, and then leave her. To this end 
he d<ſignedly got a ſevere Clap, which he communi- 
cated to Mabbella and then deſerted her, carrying awav 
all his Goods along With him to France, Mabella lay 
long Sick, and was twice Fluxcd for her Fox! Diftemper 3 
but wanting Money to carry on her Cure, was forced 
to conſider of New Metheds to relieve her preſet 
Wants, bcfore it was compleated. 

Mabella was now again lctt to her ſhifts, her Expen- 
five Clap, withthe Aporhccarics, Surgeons and Dottors 
Bills, had robb'd her of all that little ſhe had lefr, 
whercupon ſhe reſolycd to change her Counterfeic Pro- 
icſhon of Religion, from that p. Puritan tO Quaker, and 
accordingly took a priyate Lodging at a Baker's 
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Houſe, who had known her Husband, and belicy'd 
him to be as ſhe repreſented him, a fly and debauched 
Fellow, picty'd her very much, and by her diſcourſe 
judg'd 'her to be very Innoccnt, and a Zcalous Protel- 
jor. To this 2zaker's Houſe reſorted leveral of that 
Sect, and amongſt the reſt, one Simon an itincrant Hol- 
der Forth, who no ſooner law Mabella, who was pretty 
well recover'd of her Clap, her Colour coming freſh 
into her Checks, and her Old wanton Flame into her 
Eycs, but-the Carnal and Spiritual Man in him began to 
have a deſperate Conflict. We are all Fleth and Blood, 
and the little god Cupid is no reſpeCter of Sets ; he 
ſparcs no Mortal that is compoled of thole 4toms. Simon | 
with the wonred Boldnels that attends that fort of | 
People, made an Acquaintance with Mzb:Uz, who en» | 
tertaind him With a ſuirable Freedome, and whilſt he 
cndcavom'd to delude her with his Holy Dilcourles, 
Of the Lizht within, and his Holy Iiſpiration, ſhe cheated 
himas much with her Modeſt Louks. Mbe!lz hearken'd 
to all his Canting very diligently, and in a ſhort time 
began to reform her Drels, ripc off all her Laces, threw 
away her Ribbons, put on plain Coytsand Pinners,and 
laid aftle all her Babplomſh Trinkets. 

Sim over joy'd at this Converſton, carricd Mibel's 
to their Mectings, where ſhe endured their Bawling 
without Laughter, and heard them Rant and Canr, 
and Raile and ſpeak Nonlence, w th much Devotion 
and Countertcit Z'al. Few davs milt ſhe was not at 
their Mectings, and Mabellz was become a very Pro- 
feſt, Rigid, and Unmannerly Quaker : Simon Was now 
more in Lovc than ever, and having Converted her 
from the World, he dctcrmin'd next to convert hcr 
to himſelf. Mabella was pretty in all Drefles, and no 
diſguiſe could [1inder the power of her Beauty z Bur to 
Simon ſhe ſeem'd much more handſome fince ſhe was in 
the Habit of a Siſter, and i: was now Lawful for him to | 
lay that to her, heought not to the Prophane, and Wickel 
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of the World, He therefore inform'd her of the Secrets 


d of his Heart, and by what Spirit be was moved,. and ens 
d deavour'd to perſuade her, That all things are Lawfl to 
(- the Pure, That the World owght not to Judge the Aftions of the 
[- Righteous, That Defilement was from within, and the Impu- 
wu rity of the Mind only could contaminate the Body ; That as for 
[- her Husband be was a Carnal Man, and it was mo Sin to Rob 
y an Xgyptian, That if he was at this time under a Temptation, 
ſh ſhe ought to give way to bis Frailty, for ſhe had drawn bis De« 
cr fires after ber : With (uch like Stuff, all to perſuade her 
(0 Fairly and plainly to Lye with him. Mabclla {con perceiv'd 
d, by the Light within, that it was either the Spirit of Love 
NC or Luſt, that began to move the Carnal Man, however 
W ſhe Antwer'd him ſo Cunnivly and Obligingly, in his 
of own Canting*way, {ti]l harping on her preſent Necetli- 


Ne ties, that he found the ready way to gain her was to 
he ſupply her wants, which he plentifully did our of their 
es, Pwblick Stock, With this Gold he opencd the Heart of 
cd Mabella, and Simon and ſhe had Thee'd it any Thow'd it (0 
yd long, till they came to the Cloleſt ConjunEtion, and 


ne mingled their Spiritual Fmbraces after a Carnal way. 
W Simon obtain'd his End with advantage, for the Clap 
nd now breaking out, ſhe ſeverely Pox'd him, and nor 
daring to ſtay longer, for fear of being diſcover'd, pil- 
0g lag'd the Holy Brother of all the Charitable Corban he 
ng was entruſted with, and ſtole away to Roterdam, where 
n, the Venom of her Diſtemper returning with greater 
ON Violence upon her, ſhe dycd halt caten up with that 
al Foul and Poyſonuus Diſeaſe. 
ro- 
OW Such is the Uglineſs of Sin, That the Devil himſelf is aſham'd 
her of his own Deformity, and often deceives us in the diſguiſe 
hcr of an Angel of Light : The Wicked Juderina counterfeits 
no Modeſty #0 conceal her Lewdneſs, and Religion #0 hide her 
r to Debancheries : but Heaven in good time puniſhes ber 
$111 Crafty Vice, by the frunful Off-Spring of ber own Sins. 
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Count Waldbourg and Bellanca. 


The Lord Moruffi is taken Priſoner by the Coxnt of Wald- 
bourg, and promiiſed to be Releaſed, if bis Lady Bellanca 
would Conſent to bis Luft, which ſhe by ber Husband's Ad- 
vice agrees to. The falſe Count baving Enjy'd her, cuts off 
Mot uffi's Head and gives it her. She complains #0 the 
King, who obliges bim firs to Marry her, and then cauſes bim 
#0 be beheaded, and gives her bis Eſtate. Bcllanca i after- 
wards got with Child by a Black, ſhe and Clora matrder 
the Baſtard. Bcllanca ſtabbs ber ſelf, aud Clora is hang'd. 


N Gothlard, the beſt and richeſt Province of Sweed- 
land, which is the hinthermoſt part of Scandia next 

to Denmark, {tands the Famous and Impregnable Caſtle 
of Colmar, of which Count Wald bourge was Gover- 
nour, in the Third Ycar of the Reign of that Auguſt 
and Victorious Prince, Gritavus Adolphus, King of 
Sweden. Art this time there were Bloody Wars be- 
tween the Two Crowns of Sweden and Denmark, and 
the Lord of Morufi Licutenant General of the Dani 
Army, by the Command of the King, made a deiccut 
into Gothland Witt an Army of Thirty Thouſand Horle 
and Foot, and having miſerably ravag'd the Country, 
at laſt ſate down beforc the Caſtle of Colmar, which 
he ſtraitly Beſcig'd. 1 ſhall ſay nothing of thole many 
bold Aflaults made by the Danes upon the placc, nor 
the Stout reſiſtance and Courage of the Swedes, brave 
and daring Actions were perform'd on both ſides, the 


Soldiers at laft growing very much diſtreſs'd for want 
of proviſions; the Belieged made a deſperate Salley, in 
which they had the good Fortune to take the Lord of 
Meruffi Prifoncr, whom they bronght into the Caſtle 


and preſented to the Goyernour, The Count of Po- 
| nzi, 
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lenzi General of the Swediſh Forces, receiving an Ac- 
count of the 11] Condition the Caſtle of Colmar was in, 
made a {peedy March with his Army for the Releit 
of ir, which the Danes having norice of, and confider- 
ing they had loſt their General the Lord Moruff, on 
whole Courage and Conduct they very much de- 
pended, they inuncdiately rais'd the Scige and re- 
rurn'd. 

The Virtous and Beauriful Belaveas upon rhe firſt 
Report that hcr Dear Lord was a Pritoner in che Caſtle 
of Colmar, was very much afflicted, bur there being 
ſome overtures of a 'Truce then made between rhe 
Two Crowns, ſhee hop'd upon the Concluſion of it 
the Lord Moruffi would be diicharg'd ; but the Terms 
propos'd not being agreed to, the Var was renew'd 
with greatcr Violence. "Three months after a Cclla- 
rion ot Arms Was Conſented to, tor a ſhort time, and 
Belanca attended with ſome few of her Servants, ha- 
ving obtain'd a Pafſ-port trom General Polenzi, rook a 
Journey, tull of hazard and danger, to the Caſtle of 
Colmar, to (ee her Beloved Lord and Husband.. The 
Count ot Waldbourge the Goyernour receiv'd her with 
all relpe& and kindneſs, who ſoon became an Earncſt 
Suitor to him for the Releaſe of Moruff, offering all 
her Jewels and a very con{tderable Sum for his Ran- 
ſom, which the Governour told her he could nor 
comply withal without dirc& and poſitive Orders 
from the King. Belanca told Iiim that would be a 
matter of great difficulty ro Effet, till a Peace was 
Concluded, which was very uncertain, but if he 
pleas'd he might ſufter him ro Eſcape, tor which ſhe 
would make him the ſame generous Preſent ; the 
Governour anſwer'd that was fo great a picce of Trea- 
chery to his Prince, that in Honour he could never ad- 
mit it- The Fidelity of this Noble Count which was 
not to be Corrupted by Gold, was ſoon Conquer'd b 
the more powertul nony 1 of Belenca's Beauty, wp c 

- crrue 


208 God's Revenge againſt Adultery. 


Vertne after he had long and in vain follicited, he 
promig'd to free the Lord Moruff his Prifoner, it ſhe 
would Conſent to his unchaſte Deſires, and upon no 
other Terms whatever : Belanca was very much ſur- 
priz'd at his diſcourle, and rold him, I wonler my Lord 
that you why bave ſv great a Regard t» your Amour ( as you 
but now Exprelt your elf ) can have ſo little Efteem for 
your own Vertue, or my Chaſtity. Belanca Would have 
proceeded bur the Count interrupted her,ſaying, Mzlam 
T expe not yorrr Advice but Conſent, if my Lord Moruffi is 
fo deay to you, you know upon what Terms you may gain his 
Freedom, which if you do not readily Comply with, I will pre- 
vent all his deſigns of Eſcape, by a Cloſer Confinement. Be- 
lanca delir'd leave till the next day to conſter of it, 
and theh promigd to-return her Anſwer, and having 
parted from the Count, acquainted her Husband with 
the Diſcourſe which had pals'd berwe:n them, that 
ſhe found the Counr alrogether inflexible, and unlels 
the ſubmitted ro ſuch diſhonourable Terms ſhould 
nevcr be able ro Obtain his Liberty upon any other. - 
Moruffi was very unwilling to purchaſe his Freedom 
with the loſs of his Honour ; bur his Reſtraint growing 
now more irklome and tedious to him, by the daily 
hopes of Eiberry, he at laſt Advisd his Lady to Con- 
ſent to the Count's demand, tho” they were rigid and 
levere, adding, That ſince ſhe was now in his power, be might 
poſſibly force ber Vertue to a Surender upon worſer Terms. Bee 
tarica, Who was wholly at the Devotion of her Lord, 
whom ſhe lov'd intirely, was with ſome regret 
at laſt prevail'd upon by his Argument, aſſuring him, 
That ſe'conld at the ſame Inſtant, with greater Satirfadtion, 
Sacrifice ber Life for bis Ranſom, th an proſtitute bee Honour. 
The Falie Count having now Satiated himſelt with 
the full Enjoyment of his Luſtful pleaſures, left Belancg 
In his'Chamber, relling her, be would now go and give 
preſent orders for the Lavrd Moruffi's. diſcharge, deſireing. he 
#7 [toy and expe} bims there ; whereupon he Fompmapdey 
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four of his Seryants to go to the Lord Moruffi's Cham- 
ber, and bring his Head to him 11 that Embroyder'd 
Bag, which was accordingly done. The Couur wok 
the Bag in his own hands, and went to Belacs's Apart- 
ment, where ſhe was with great Impaticnce expect- 
TH Mruffi, and cold her, Ma1am, t abe thre } ur bel red 
Husband, B-lanza not undcrſtanding Þis meaning, 
open'd the Bag, and there {aw Mwr»ffs Head treth 
Bleeding, at which ſhe Swoond away, and had not the 
diligent Attendance and Care of the Women, and 
os Exnellent Verrues of the Cordials they gave her, 
forc'd her Sou] unwillingly back to her hatcd body, 
ſhe had - immediatcly followed her Bcloved Lord. 
Three days after the Count being acquainted that her 
pallion was ſomcthing abared, made a V'(it to her, 
and by all the tender Expreſſions of Love and At- 
feftion, cxcusd the late bloody At he had been 
Guilty of, that having once taſicd hole raviſhing de- 
lights, he not only relolvd never to part with her, 
but could .cndure no Rival, and that not his Cruciry 
to Moruffi, but his Love to B:laxca Was the Occaſion 
of it. The Count at laſt won fo muck upon her, that 
ſhe ſeemed wholly ro forget Mruff, and with pleaſure 
and delight wanton'd in his Luſttul Arms, till Three 
Mo ths after, that Noble Prince Guſtavus 4 !olyhus being 
Encamp'd with his Army Ten Miles oft, a OVCT tO 
his Caſtle of C:lmzr, ro whom B-lanca on her Knees re- 
lated this horrible Cruvl:ry of the Count to her Huchand 
the Lord Morwff, and Implor'd his Juſtice againſt him 
the King having underſtood the whole Intrigue of 
their Amours, ask'd her the next day what would 
Satisfic her for the loſs ſhes recetv'd in her Husband, 
and propogd a Match wich the Count which ſhould 
compenſate the Injury ſhe receiv'd. Blanca accepted 
of the Kings propoſal, and the Count was well pleasd 
his Puniſhment was not more leverc z whereupon 
they were Marricd in the Kings preſence, who told 
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her, I have now in ſome meaſure Anſwer d your Complaint, an1 
now I will ſatisfi-my own Juſtice, and immediately order'd 
che Governour ſhould be Beheadee, ard gave her all 
his Eſtate. 

Belanca not long after remov'd to Strckbolm, where 
her own native Beauty, and the Report of her grear 
Ricnes, gain'd her mai:y Suircrs, and amongſt rhole, 
Alraſtus ſecond Son to the Duke of H.lfi»ga, with a 
more particular Zeal, Admir'd and Cour:e.1 her : Six 
Months were now paſl, {1:cc he had laid Siege to the 
Afﬀettions of Belanca, yet had not the leaſt private Par- 
ley with her, which added more to the Fſtcem and 
Devotion he had for hcr. Ar laſt, upon the impor- 
tunity of Praycrs and Preſents, one of her Gentlewo® |} 
men promisd to bring him in the Night time, ro her {| 
Ladics Lodgings, and fo to diſpoſe of him, that he 
ſhould ſec her pull ofi her Cloaths bcforc ſhe went ro 
Bed, walking in her Smock about the Chamber tor 
Coolneſs, and Singing and Playing npan the Lute, 
which ſh> did admirably well, Adraſtis was over- 
joy'd with the thoughts of ſo great an happineſs, Be- 
lanca Was very ſurprizing under the diſadvantages of 
a Widows Habit. but would certainly be much more 

cautiful, when ſhe appear'd like a Naked Venus 3 Her 
great pretenſions to Vertue and Modeſty, laid fo levere 
a Reſtraint npon her Converſation, That ſhe rarely 
or never admitted any Gallant to a private Diſcourle ; 
Thele Conſiderations rais'd Adraftus his ExpeQations 
© the higheſt degree ot Pleaſure and Contentment. 
Night being come, A4draſtus by the direion of Chrs 
Belanca's Woman, convey'd himſelt into her Houſe, an 
was {o conveniently plac'd, that he ſaw her fitting on | 
a Couch, reading in a Prayer-Book whilſt her Wo- | 


———— — 


men Were undreſfing her. Relanca was ready to go in- 
ro Bed, when Clozacntreated her Miſtreſs to Sing, and 
pur a Lute into hex Hand, which ſhe readily comply'd | 
Yichal (ig being her glpal Cultom, when ſhe was nor 


Mclans | 
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Melancholy indiſpos'd  ) and perform'd fo well, that 
Alraſtus could hardly forbear caſting himſelf at her 
Feet, there to A&t the Part of the Ecftatick Lover. She 
Sung nor long, bur went to Bed, her Women with- 
drew ro their Chambers, and Adraſtzs went out un- 
dilcover'd at a Door Clra had left open for him, bur 
co:ning into the Court, he found the Gate ſhut faſt and 
Lock'd. Not knowing what to do in this Diſtreſs, 
he fare down upon the fide of a Well in a Corner of 
the Court, to conſider with himſelf : While his 
Thoughts were thus Engag'd, he perceiv'd a Door open 
that belong'd to ſome parc of Belanca's Lodgings, and 
ſaw the fair Widow, whom he thought faſt Aſleep 
| with a Wax-Candle in one Hand, and a Plate cover' 

| With [cllycs and Conſerves in the other z ſhe had a 
| Rich Flowr'd Gown wrapp'd looſe about her; and 
in this Dreſs ſhe was fo full of Charms and Attra&ion, 
that he much wondred whar this B-autifal Phantaſms 
meant, fomerimes flattering himlclt chat he was the 
Perion ſhe ſought aſter. Ar length he perceived her 
toigo towards the Stable door, whither he at a diſtance 
follow'd her, and ſuppoſing ſhe went to viſit ſome Ser- 
vant that was Sick, wondred at the Exceſs of her Pious 
Charity. He hid himſclt behind one of the Horſes, 
' and ſawher go to the Bed-fide of a Black a wore, that 
| was Sick, who fcem'd tro be about Thirty Years of 
'* Ape, but with ſo Ghoſtly a Look, that he appear'd 
like the true Image of Death. . Adraſtus admir'd the 
unparallel'd Goodneſs of Belaxca, who took up the 
.  NeerosCoycrlet, and having raiſed his Head, fate down 
by him, and with Tears in her Eyes, wiped the Cold 
| 


Sweat from his Forchcad with her Handkercheif. 4- 
draſtur knew not whart to think of a Charity ſo Tran- 
ſcendent, when ſhe with ſhow'rs of Tears, AsKg: my 


- ———  — ——— 


How be 4j4 ? and with a Voice interrupted by. ; 
My dear Franck ( ſaid ſhe) Art thou reſold to dye, and 
with thy own, be my Death too ? Thou fpakeſt nt to me, my 
SOR OITION OY WEIOS. ...... 
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Deareſt, Take Heart my Soul, if thou defireſt T ſpowld Live, and 
Eat a little of this Jelly, for my ſake, who Loves thee, who 
Adores thee, Kiſs me my Angel, Kiſs me and recover thy Health 
or let me dye with thee, To this ctt& were her Expoltu- 
lations, joyning her Angclical Face, to the Diabolical 
Countenance of the Moor, which the bedew'd wirh 
Tears When he with his ſcraggy Hand rcmoving 
her Face from his own, with a hollow Voice, {aid wo 
her, What would you have of me Milam? why will you not 
let me dye in quict ? Is it not enough you have reduced me to 
this miſerable Condition T am in, but now you Expc& at the 
poynt of Death, I ſhmuld ſacrifice the few Minut-s I bave left, 
to the Satisfatlion of yonr Inſatiable Inclinatioas ? T ako a Hij- 
band, Take a Hutband Milam, and Expe& no more from me, 
who am more fit for the Cold Embraces of De th, than, the 
Warm Pleaſures of your Luitful Arms. Having lo laid, he 
tlunk down into the Bed, and (o (uddenly, that R-1avca 
could not get one word more from him, but return'd 
to her Chamber wich a Countenance full of Sadneſs 
and Diſcoment, like a diſconſolate Widow at the Fu- 
neral of a Husband ſhe dearly lov'd. Adraſtus lay clolc 
in the Corner of the Stable til] the Gate was opeu, atd 
erting into the Streets return'd to his Lodgings with 
ondcr and Aſtoniſhment. Next day as he palyd by 
Belanca's Houle, the Moor was carried out to his Burial, 
and a Week after he receiv'd this Lener from Belanca, 
by one of her Scryants. 


Belanca to Adraſtus. 


OU woull have me believe you think me not Unhandſome, 
and T cannot but Acknowledge I am ſ» taken with you, 
That ] am willing to Grant you immediately what I bad not 
prodiifed till a Tear was Expird. My Perſon and Eſtate are at 


yoteg poſal, and though'T cannot be too Circumſpctt in 2 Buſineſs 
of this Nature, yet your Merit and my Afﬀeciin, ſhall be my 
Security. Belanca. 

A lra- 
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Altraſtus Was now alter'd in his Reſolutions of Mar- 
riage, and having read her Letter twice or thrice oyer, 
return'd this Anſwer : 


Adraſtus t B2lanca. 


Am naturally a Perſon of a very nice Conſcience, and there- 

fore cannot without ſome remorſe, Anſwer your Propoſal of 
Marriage, you being a Widow but ſince laft Week, Tow are 
much more Oblig'd to the Memory of your Negro, who bot his 
Life in ymr Service, and can beſtow no leſs than a Tear in Be- 
wa)ling the miſcarriage of a Perſon, whoſe Performances you 
thought ſo Extraordinary. In the Intrim we ſhall bnth of us 
have time to Conſider what we have to do. 


Adraſtus. 


Adraftus having ſent his Miſtreſs this Letter, imme- 
diately left Stockb-lm, and retir'd into the Country, 
where five Months after he received this ſad Account 
of hcr miſerable End. | 

Belanca finding her ſelf wich Child by her Fr 
Gallant, conceal'd her Great-Belly tromall the World 
but her Confident Chora, who Afliſting her ar the time 
of her Delivery, they murder'd the Tawny Off- Spring 
to concealc the Shame of her Luſttul Dalliances, and 
Clora commanded to Bury it in the Garden, but being 
Diſcover'd, was Aypprehended and brought before the 
Officers of Juſtice, where in hopes of Pardon, ſhe Con- 
felyd how tar ſhe was Guilty, Charging the reſt on 
Belanca, Who having Notice by the Officers who came 
to Seize her, what Clrs had Accusd her of, what 
through the horrour of the Guile, and dread of the 
re lnatching yp a Poyyard which lay upon the 

able, ſhe ſtabb'd her ſelf ro the Heart, ind dyed im- 
mediatcly. Chra had Couſcls'd her on = 

urder 
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Murder of the Infant, which though it might look ra- 
ther like an AC of Service and Fidelity to her Lady, 
than a malicious Deſign i11 her Self, was condemn'd to 


be hang'd, and Three Days after Executed. 


: 


Nothing Encourages Sin more, than the falſe Hipes of Im- 
punity 3 for did we really believe the Juſtice of H:av'n 


word moſt certainly puniſh our Sins in proportion to our 


own Demerits ; the Murderer would temper his Paſſion, 


and the Adulterer cool his Luſt. But that thou may'(t no 
more dare to Sin, than thou art willing an4 abl- to bear 
the Puniſhment Heav'n ſhall infl & on thy Guilty Head ; 
T bave bere repreſented the ſa4 Conſequence of thoſe two 
borrid Sins, Murther an4 A1ultery, where in Variety of 


Tragical Examples, thou may't ſee the Faſtice of Heav'n | 


Triumphant in the Puniſhment of ſuch Notorious Offenders. 
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FRIENDSHIP, &c. 


By way of IntroduSion. 


ſented how nearly Sia is ally'd to Puniſhment, in 
leveral Tragical Examplcs of Murder and Adul- 

tcry z to derer us trom the Commithon of thoſe Crimes 
which will render us as infamouſly miſcrable, as thoſe 
poor Wretrches were. And in this Second Part I ſhall 
endeavour to encourage Vertue by thoſe Glorious In+ 
ſtances of Succeliful Goodneſs, which have pertum'd 
the Memories of the Authors, and given Immorrality 
to their Names, whole Bodies are long {ince crumblzd 
to Duſt, and their Aſhes loſt amongſt the common 
Ruines of Mankind. I ſhall Contract my Diſcourſe 
under theſe rwo Heads, Friendſhip and Chaſtity, as they 
do more dircctly oppole the precedent Crimes of Mur- 
ther and Adultery. And here I mcan not that Friend- 
ſhip which receives its Birth from any Lfteminate Paſ- 
{ion ot Loyc and Deſire ; but that Exalted — 
wWinoic 


[* the rwo former Treatiles I have lively repre- 
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whoſe Noble Extract is only derived from Vertue and 
Honour, which is of ſ@ pure a Temper, that none bur 
Good Men are Capable of it. *Iis a Miſery indeed, 
that the Knowledge of ſuch a Bleſledneſs as a True 
Friend is, can hardly be without ſome (ad Misfortune, 
for when we are Happy in the Spring-tide of Abun- 
dance, and the Riſing Hood of Plenty, all Men flock 
about us with bare Heads, bended Knees, and protcſt- | 
ing Tongues : Burt when theſe pleaſing waters fall ro 
an Ebb, then they look upon us at a diſtance, and 
ſtiffen themſelves as if they were in Armour, leſt C if 
they ſhould comply with us ) they get a wound in the 
Cloſe. This has deterr'd ſome from taking part with 
an inauſpicious Friendſhip, but by how much the more 
miſerable, by ſo much are they the more certain Ex- 
amples of a Generous Fidelity. For a Man to Expolc 
- his Life co the Hazard of a Duel in-behalt of his Friend, 
may appear an Action of Honour and Gallantry ; bur 
in Cold Blood to preſent himſelf to an undoubred 
Death for a Friend, isa thing rarely ſcen,and Antiquity 
furniſhes us with f:w Examples thereof, they tell us in- 
deed of Damon and Pythias, and - the Poets ſpeak with 
Admiration touching Caſtor his ſharing of Immortality 
with his Brother Polwx. But I ſhall here preſent you 
With a late memorable Exampleot a Generous Friend. 
ſhip (om of the Hiſtory of Poland.) which preſery'd | 
the Lives of both the Friends, who cagerly contended | 
to Dyc for cach other, As follows : 
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113 13 
Rabarski and Farnel. 


Rabatski and Farne!, two Intimate and Faith{u! Friexds. 
Rabarski fals in i ove with Hilaria, who is alſo Courted 
by Poo 'i, but flobted by ber, whereupon he endeavours to 
murler him in the Street, but be is preſerved by bis Friend 
Farnel,wbo kills Poxoſti and his Man, and flies. Rabatski 
i tah'n ant Cont! mn'd to I fe bis Head. At the Place if 
Executim Farnel appears, owning himſelf the Murtherer. 
They ar: afte- wards, in regard of their Iyciolable Friendſhip, 
buth Sau'd, Married and Preferr'd. 


F Vines the Mtropolitan City and Univertity of 
Lithragia, one of the Principal Provinces wm the 
Kingdom of Poland, lived two voung Gentlemen rumed 
Al xanley Rabatihi, and Peter Farnd, Who had iuch an 
Irclination and -att-ction tor cach other in their render 
Youth, that'if their Frien:iſhip increaſed With their 
Age, it Was judg'd by all they would attain ſuch a 
degree of Pertcction, as would dimme rhe Luſtre of 
all thole, Antiient Hiſtorians have fo highly commen- 
ded ro us. Thcy Stuidicd together 12 the Univerſity, 
and Learn'd all the Exercilcs in the Academy behtitring 
their Birth and Condition, wherein by a worthy Emu- 
lation they turpaſled their Fellows, and as the Poth- 
ons Which moſt agitare Youth are Qnarrels and Loye, 
in both chele Storms they {upported cach other With ſo 
inviolable Fidelity, that the Intereſt of the one was the 
others, without (uttering the leaſt ſprig of Jealouſie ro 
calt irs Thorny Roots of Sulpition into their Hearts. 
Ar length ir hapned Rabatski placed his AﬀeCtion on a 
ſubje& full of Honour, the Vertuous and Beauriful 
Hilaria, who was one of the compleatclt Gentlewomen 
ia the City, of a Good Family, and Confiderable 
T Fortune : 
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Fortune : But that which made his Addreſs to this 
Lady mult difficuir, was the Courtſhip of Potoſtz, Son ro 
one of the Principal Citizens of Vilra, who had alrcady 
gair?d her Parcnes Good-will, and Rivall'd him in his 
AfﬀeCtions to his Mittrels. Hilaria, who was Judicious 
above her Age, ſoon diicover'd the different [cmp'rs 
of her Lover, and knew how to make a Choice mott 
agreeable to lier own humor ; the oblerv'd Potoſt; was 
Proud and Haughty, Arrogant in his Behaviour and 
Diicourle, who inſtead of winning Love by Suhni'flion, 
made himlelf odious to her by his Vanities and Bra- 
vadoes. Rabatsk; was Mild and Modelt, indued with 
all choſe Charming Qualitics which rencer Converla- 
tion pleaſing and graictul, rhis ſo much atiefted Hilarra 
that the Ofter of his Service was no looncr pretented 
but received. And although he ad no permithion from 
her Parents ro become a Sutror to 3:er. ver the apyly'd 
her ſelf ro Love him wich that Ardency of Ati-ction, 
that jealous Porefti ſoon dilcover d his Rival had robb'd 
him of his Mittreis her Hearr, for which he vow*l a 
ſevere Revenge. Nor long atter they met accidentally, 
and Potvti With more Boldnels than Civility told him, 
If he lar'd t» Offer ary farther Reſp &s t» bis Mity-fs Hilaria, 
he would puniſh bis L\olence, an m ihe hin dearls ropent bis 
gr-at Fol'y an4 Raiſomeſs. Kabarcly told him, He coul4 
mt flatter Fimfelt 49 an Opinion th.;t he defort” { (1 good a La ty 
&s Hilariz was ; bt he bored bs Pret-nſiors might any where 
be Enual th bis m print f Hur or Daality, and that he hal 
_ fo little Action, or (1 great a ſhare of Coyarlize, to 
fear his Threats wha was his Snperior in nothing that was 
Generous and Brave. | hcie words {:conded bv ſundry 
Replies, Would have urg'd them to a preſent Quarrel, 
had nc: ome Friends in erpuid. 

In te mean tim? Potof, pollctied rhe Parenrs of Hiia» 
ria, as much as Kabatsks did the Heart of the Maid, and 
cauled them to forbid her his Company, and by. an 
Acquaintance of P-toft:'s ſent Rabatski word, that they 
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deſir'd hewould forhbear hisCourrtſhip to theirDaughter, 
which was very diſpleafſing to them, and for the tuture 
he would avoid their Houle to prevent any farther in- 
civility that might be cftcr'd ro him. This fo incens'd 
Hiaria againſt Potoſti, that as ſhe ſhunn'd his Company 
and all Converie with him, ſo ſhe d:ligently fought all 
Opporrunites to fee or write to her belov'd Rabarske. 
Pototi daily ſaw by what fecret Pratt ces his Rival ad- 
vanced himſelf in the Aﬀ-ctions of Hilaria, and not 
being longer able to bear her rigorous Conerprs, re- 
ſo'v'd ro rid himielt of his Competitor by a private 
avd bloody Revenge; wacrcupon he caus'd him ro he 
watch'd Night and Day, and at length underſtood his 
uſual walk was by Night up and down before Hilaria's 
Houle ; Pt: like ta Jealous Perſon who feeksnothing 
more eagerly than that whicti: he is laſt willing ro 
find, went in the Evening aud hid- himſclt near the 
Houle with his Friend Levline, and one of his Men, a 
luſty rall Fell»w, whole Courage and F:idclity he much 
truſted. Lo ig had chey not Jain in Ambuſcade betore 
Rabatili camc, accompanied with his Friend Fernel, to 
walk t:cir accultom'd Round ; when art certain figns 
which he made, F.wria appear'd at her Window, with 
whom he centred into Ditcourſe, whilit Farrel being a 
little wide from them, gave 'em tune and liberty to 

talk. 
har Furics of Jealouft* did then invage the Breaſt 
of Impaticnt Potolf: { then was the time, the Appetite of 
Vengeance ſeiz'd him, and that he intended ro Cur his 
Rival in pieces, who to [is Ciladvantage was thus fa- 
vourd by his Miſtreſs; upon which he commanded 
his Man to fet upon Farne!, whilſt Leoline and he wou'd 
Chaſtiſe the Inſolence of Rabatrki Ar this they all 
three ſtaried our at once, and parting, ran to Aflayl 
their Adverlaries. Farml ſoon laid the Servant at his 
Feet for dead and then ran tohelp Rabarsly, who having 
fer his Back to a Wall, by the advantage of a Shop, 
Fo wWarded 
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warded the Blows and T hruſts which his Enemics 
made at him. Farnel came turiouſly up, and the hilt 
he met with at his Swords point was Potofti, whom 
ſurprizing behind as he was cagerly paſſing at Rabatsks, 
he ran his Sword into his Back up to the Hilr, wherc- 
upon he fell dcad to the ground : Leoline receiv'd fome 
ſlight wounds, but fecur'd his Lite by a ſpeedy Flight. 
'Farnel (cap'd without any hurt, bur Kabatck; was in 
danger of his Lite by the great effuſion of Biood from 
his ſeveral Wounds. The People came our ar the 
Noile of this Combat, and found Por:{ti {ſtark dead on 
the {tones, avd his man ſome few ſteps trom bim, yiel- 
ding up the Ghoſt. Rabatshi was condutted to a NNeigh- 
bour's Houle, and a Surgcon lent for to drels his wounds 
but he (wounded in luch a manner that for a while 
they thought him dead, but by the force of Remedies 
they brought him to himiclt again, and after he Was 
drels'd, laid him into Bcd. 

In the mcan while Leoline acquainted Puroſir's Parents 
With the untimely Death of their Son, and rclared the 
matter ro his own Advantage, telling thom they were 
both rreachcrovflv aflauircd by Rabatskt and Farnl, 
which took tuch imprefhion, that thev belicy'd all he 
ſaid, and imnucdiatcly acquainted rhe Cfheers of Juſtice 
with the Murthcr, who ordecr'd that K abatshs and Far= 
nel ſhould bc Aprrcihcended and cali to Priton, where- 
upon Rabatshi was leiz'dand drapy'd ro Prifon, Without 
any reſpect to his Weak Condition. Farzel wade his 
Eſcape in orcs to prove his own Innocencyv and his 
Friends, by ſhowing what they did was in tlicir own 
Defence : But the Cafe went quite otherways than 
he cxpcEted, Potoſti's Friends and Relations had thar 
Power azd Authority in the Lity of Vilna, that in tew 
days Rabatski was Arraign'd and Corcemn'd to Joic his 
Head. The time of his Exccution being cc me. he was 
brought to the Scaffold, and though he putlickly pro- 
tclted his Innocence, that he was not the Author of this 


Mur- 
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Murther, but Aſſaulted by the Treachery of Pot»fti and 
Leoline ; yet the Exccutioner was realy to give the fatal 
ſtroke, Who; DC! 104) barn Camic FRE! 11170 che 
Crowd, anJ wil; an »imirabic Courage cry'd out, 
R abatsk1 # Innocent, an! I ouly am Guilty of the AMmthber ft 
Potolt a: bs Ain, and then will a clear and ting 
Voirco, and a Crritenance WhIC3 omtravd t oa b, 
declar'd ro the Maniitrace ( who was preteen wh {or £1 
Execution ) how all had palsd, Conclulno, Tia: if # 
Man muſt Ave for defeni41g bis own Life, be was thre vets to 
offer his own Ha! to Juſtice to preſerve his Frien 1. 

All the Company were ſtruck with Admiration to 
ſee this Generous Act ! ard the People begin ro Mu- 
tiny, Crying out Pardn, Pardon, rctolving to kill all 
that oppo] them, rather than {ir the kxecurton ro 
proceed any farthir. 1 his Tumnlr grew rery great, 
Bur with! Ficu'ry was appcas'd by the Magiſtrate,who 
promisd the Cauſe thoul4 be heard over again, and 
Judg'd accorVing t> rvqu tv, upon Which rchey grew 
quiet and the ewo Friends were led to Pricton. The 
Palatine of Vina licaring of this Incomparable Gene- 
rolicy of Farnl, went himiclt in Perien to the Prifon ro 
vilit thele rewo Friends, who both conteſted} before 
him who ſhould dye for Tis Fellow. He heard the 
Hiſtory of the two Lovers Rabarskg and Fillariz, and a 
particular Relation of ali che Circumſtar-es of the late 
Accident. Lwliie was then Examined and Confronted 
with them, who bv thc Death of the Man and the 
Maſter, an} bv thc torce of Truth was conftrain'd to 
Acknowledoe the Ambulcade, and that they were 
Three again(t I wo. aid thai Fair algne kilfd Prriti 
and his Servant. Upon this Farzl pleaded the Cauſe 
for his own Death and the Safcty of Rabatibs, with all 
the powertul Arguments a lels Generous Friend could 
have uyd for the preſervation of his Lite; urging, That 
if wp ſave bis Frient from Viekence ws 2 Crime fo bamous, be 
alone deſerv”4 the Puniſhmont, Nay, _ Glry, Hmour and 
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Rec»mpence |( replyed the Palatine ) and thereupon dif- 
charg'd then both from Priſon, and gave then their 
Pardons. Leoline like a baſe and treachcrous man, was 
"= into the ſame place, and had been a SpeCtacle to rhe 

eople on the ſame Scattol4, had not his Frienis by 
their Prayers and Intreaties, obraiiu'd che Favour to 
have his doom chang'd into a Banithment tor Seyen 
Years. 

The Palatine was nor plca'cd only with ſaving the 
Lives of theſe two Friends, but caug'd Rabatsks ro mairy 
with Hilaria, and procur'd a \Vite for Fa-nel, a Gentlc- 
woman who was nearly Allyed to himlelt ; intreatirg 
theſe two Friends to receive him as a Third into their 
Incomparable Fricnd{hip. I his atterwars coming to 
the Ears of the King, in favour of the Palatine, they 
were both advanced to Honourable Employments. 
And Liv'd together many years after, happy in the 
fruition of a Reciprocal Aﬀ-Ction, and intire Friend- 
ſhip, cill time at length pur a pyriod to their days, 
and gave 1unmortality to their Names, Which till 
bear Record, as a Glorious Example to future Apes. 


Thu we ſee a Sincere Frien{(hip is the ftritbeſt Allyance, and - 


mit N.ble Relatim. Orclites is better known by bis 
Friend Pylades, than by Agamemnon bis Father. 
Hence do we conclude, That be that follows Vertne and 
Embraces ber, ſhall be Crown'd with Glory and Honour. 
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HE3 4.20 
Alcran and Incmar. 


Alcrai and I-rmar two Faith(ul Friends Incmar fil's in 
Lnwe with Yoland, the Mair-1zge is (b tructed by ber Pa- 
rents; an4 tre ay appuntel for bor bfþ :{als ts Hoiwolin, 
Alcran and Iucmar tral ber awey in Mans Hibt, mal 
fly t» Briemberg, where ( fer3d by want ) they Lift them- 
f loves Soldiers, The Trwnus Sa &4, tncinar an1 Yoland 
are kd in the Breach. Alcran laes to tell the fal Tae, 
an41 1y:s of bis aunts. They are all Tyree Buried in one 
(rave. - 


N the time of Al-xan /er Farn(- Prince of Parmz the 
Marquols de Varawton rochtn et Drders 10 block up 
briemyverg, a very trong hae Town near Khinb ro, UN- 
dcr the Stars of Hwuand This Brave Camrain made 
his Approaches With {o much Courageand Policy, thar 
ac [ati up a general Aliavit the I own was raken by 
Som; the inraged Enwmv gave no Quarter, nor any 
re{pect ro Age or Sex, Honour or Riches, all was now 
become deſolate, aiitd {nymiced to the abſolute and 
intice Conqu ft of the Marquis: Parcicular Care was 
takin co buy the Dad for tear any Intection ſhonid 
corrupe rhe Air: amongſt whom two Sodicrs were 
found in the Breach {5 ciolely EmbracCd, that nothing 
bu tat nThavoy {tate they were in, feem'sd able ro dts 
vide their Boxdivs. IT he knemy tecing rele wo rea 
ſonabiy well Cloath'd, !tr-pt chem quite Naked, when 
to their great Amazement they found ones of chem 
white as Snow, of wonderful Braury, excellem Propore 
tion, and a Woman: "The Marqueſs who was a Genrle-= 
man that made great Account of Love and Valour, 
being acquainted wich ir, was Curious to know the 
reaſon of this memorabic Adventure, Which prov'd fo 
4 untor- > 
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unfortuate in the Succels. Ir {cem'd ſtrange to him 
thac an Armed Yenus ſhould be found there enchac'd 
in the Armsot Mars; he paithonately delir'd to know 
who theſe two Lovers were, that he ini-he pay a 
ſuitable Honour to the M:mory of their Courage and 
Fidelity. Ar length he was told, that 2 S:ldicr who 
was cxtreamly wounded, and had yiclded himſelf 
Priſoner to a Burgundian Captain, had offtzr'd to ſatisfie 
him in the Iruth of this Amorous aud Warlike 
Hiſtory. 

The Priſoner bcing in that deſperate Con licion, the 
Surgeons thought it very unlatc tor him to {tir, where- 
upon the Marquels went to lee him, accompanicd with 
ſeveral of his o_—__ Officers, that hs might learn 
from his own mouth the particulars ct this ſtrange 
Event. The Sick Man reſuming an extraordinary 
Courage upon the appzarance of the Marquels, made 
this Relation : 

© My Lord, I render Thanks to Heaven, which hath 
© oiven mc {o much Lite as I wiſh tor, to yield in fo 
< Honourable Company the glorious Teſtimony which 
$Towe to my Love, and to my Fricnd{hip, which done, 
©] ſhall dyc in peace; for I can no more live without 
© Friendſhip, than moye without a Soul, that indeed 
© is my Soul, the Intelligence which aCtuarcs this Body, 
© and gives Life and Vigour toall my Facultics. 

©My Name is Alran, my Birth Noble, my Couniry 
* is the Landgraviat of Heſſen, the Place that ſaw my ci- 
© trance into the World is Melſiznam, near unto Caſſel. 
©[entred into ſo {trict a Friendſhip with Incmar, a 
© Gentleman, Native of Rottinbzergh, who had been 
© bred up a Page to the Landgrave, that we were com- 
© monly call'd The Inſeperable: Thoſe Impatiencies which 
6 Lovers feel when they are from their Miſtreſles, we 
© felr whenſocyer we were aſunder. We liv'd in the 
© ame Houſe, lay in the ſame Bed, had but one Purſe, 

© one Table, the lame Scxyants, the ſame Livericy the 
Libs + ts ns * ame 
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© ſame Retinue, and when any of our Servants were 
© Aik'd unto whom they did belong, they an{wer'd to 
6 The Two Frien:s, it thoſe that are but one, may be 
called Two. It happen'd once when we were at 
© Melfignam, my Fricnd {aw a fair Maid in'Company, 
© nam?'d Toland, Whoſe Graces lo {urpriz'd his Heart, 
© that all his T houghts and Meditations were fix'd on 
© this Feautital Object. I preſently judg'd he was ſtung 
© with Love, and he acknowledy'd as much ro me ar 
© firſt asking, for he conceal'd nothing from me. Trul 
© laid], Iam very glad you have addrelgd yout At- 
© {:Ctions to a Gentlewoman With whom I have ſome 
© [ntereſt and Acquaintance, and who is at a diſtance 
© ally'd to me, and by thele Advantages I kope to make 
© your accels more caſte to her. My Friend with Tears 
* of Joy in his Eyes, told me it was the moſt grateful 
* piece of Friendſhip I could offer to him, and carneſtly 
© beog*d of me that I would contrive ſome way that 
© he might the next Evening be happy in her Com- 
* pany. This and all other good Offices I perform'd 
© wich that Succels, that my Friend was now aflur'd, 
© that all his Reſpefts ro the Beautiful Yuland were 
© an{wer'd With a reciprocal Patlion. 

©T hus Incmar by frequent Converſation at laſt won 
© Folands Hcearr, but how to come to the poſi (lion of 
© her Fair Body, that Ornament of Nature, (cem'd a 
© Task more difficult, there was ſome Obſtacles which 
© appear'd Invincible, it any thing can be fo to the 
© Almighty Power of Love. Raoul, Toland's Father, was 
* Marricd to Gracians her Step-Mother, upon condition 
* that a Son of hers nam'd Hgolin, ſhould marry this 
* Gentlewoman,afloon as their Age made them capable 
© of thoſe Nuptial Ceremonies, Which Raoul in conſi- 
© deration of Graciana's preſent Fortune ( which was 
* very great) had (acredly obliged himſelf co, withour 
© any reſpe to the content of his Daughter, who cer- 
* tainly could neyer take pleaſure in the — .- 

© {uc 
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© ſuch a monſtrous Detormity : Hwgolin had a Back 
© higher than his Hzad, able to cale Atlas of his Bur- 
* then as well as Herewles, had the reſt of his Budy bore 
© any proportion to 1t : Bur he was {o little one Wou:d 
© have thought he had grown in no part but his Hair, 
© fince the Day of his Birth. His Shap2 was like a 
© middle f1z'd Bowl, his Complexion a liale whircr 
* than an Ethivprar's, near the Colour of a Sick Spaniard, 
© his Lips big, his Cheeks flat, his Eycs almoſt loſt in 
© his Head, and this Figure ſupported by rwo Legs lo 
© (mall, that the Ears of Corn which totter in the Ficld 
© With the leaſt breath of wind, have a fairer tounda- 
F tion ; theſe were the Columns of this Mighty Her wles. 
© With all theſe Remedies to Love, what could b. bred 
© in the Heart of Tand but an utter abhorrence and 
© dereſtation > whillt my Fric: d was adorn'd wth all 
© tnole Graces Which reader a Gentleman Compleac 
* and Amiablc. 

* Hugolin loon grew Jealous of Incmar, and cualleng'd 
© RaowPs Promiſe to his Mather Graciana, who leconded 
© her Son's Requett with that importunity to her Hui- 
©band, thar he promiſed in ſix Months the Marriage 
© ſhould be ſolemniz'd, and in the imerim thac he would 
© diſcard this brave Courticr C mcaning Iicmar ) that 
*thus put crickets 1ato his Head, and forbid his Daugh- 


©rer to [ee him any more, which he accordingly did, 


© My Friend wirh great Trouble and Diſcontent with- 
* drew from M-if5..2m and went to the Court at Caſſ [, 
© and lefr me his Relient ro Negocdiate his Amours 
© with that Dilig?nce and Fideilry he mighr juſtly cx- 
© pet from me. I inform'd him Dav by Day of the 
© Conſtancy and Afﬀction of his Miſtreſs, but as it is 
© hard to be long in the Sun without being tann'd, or 
© in a Pcrfumer's Saop withour drawing from thence 
© 9004 Odours; It happen'd that my frequent Converle 
© with Toland rais'd | know not what inclinations in my 
© Soul, which became Loye before I perceiy'd it ; her 

| © Attradti; 
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© Attraftion and Charms (truck ſo deep into my hearr, 
© that I was a long time in Ballance tottering betwixt 
© Love and Friendſhip, not knowing unto Which party 
©ro yield. The Combat was long and doubtful, bur 
at length my Honour conquer'd my Senſe, Reaſon my 
© Patlion, and my Fricnd(hip to Iucmar Triumphed over 
* my Love to Toland. 

* Hugolin and Graciana narrowly inſpected my pro- 
© ceedings, and loon diſcover'd the D-lign I maaag'd 
© That in vain they had forbid Licmar their houle, and 
* land his Company, fiace I yet remand behind, who 
© with my utmolt Diligence eadcavour'd tro promote 
© his Litereſt with their Daughter. Hwgolm aud his 
© Mother by their Daily Complaints ro Ra's!, at Jaſt 
*lo incenled him, that he promiſed he would acquaint 
© the Landgrave (by whom he was much eſteenr'd) that 
© Ticmar and I defign'd a Violznce upon his Daughter, 
© and troubled her Marriage, which he accordingly did. 
© Whereupon I was ſent for by a Meſſenger to Caſſel, 
and Incmar and | recciv'd ſharp Reprehenſions from 
* the Landgrate, Who ordain'd that ſhe ſhould marr 
* Hupolin, according ro the Promiſe Raw had made 
© his Mother. This Decree from a Soveraign Mouth, 
© was withour Appeal. Incmar at the ſame time, b 
© the ſuggeſtions of Raoul, who proſecuted him wir 
* the urmoſt Malice, was threatned ro be Baniſh'd the 
© Court, and loſe all thole Honourable and Advan- 
* tagious Employments he enjoy'd. it he ever after 
© dar'd in the leaſt ro diſturb the Match. My Fricnd - 
© continued at Caſſel, having promisd the Landgrave 
© never more to intermeddle with that Afair, and I 
© by his direCtions went back to Melſignam, to obſcrye 
* what mzaſures they took. 

© Raoul went back to Melſignam to conſummate the 
* Marriage of his Daughter with Hwgolin, and not long 
© after the Time was fixt, and I had Notice of the Day 


* by Letter from Yoland, who was reloly'd to dye 
* rathcr 
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© rather than marry with that ſhame of Humane Na- 
© ture. I ſoon tranſmitted the Letter to Iicmar, who 
© that Night came privately over to me ; I obrain'd a 
© private mecting from Yoland, when it was refolv'd 
© that all our hopes of future Happineſs depended upon 
* a ſudden Flight, which was agreed co the next N ght. 

© Judge now the force of my Friendthip, it hood 
© wink'd my Eycs from all Conſiderations ; I fer-''d 
© my Friend again{t che Honour of my own blood, I 
© in an Inſtant renounc'd all Love ro my Country, all 
© my Eſtate, the Favour of my Prince, and all hopes 
© of Fortune,to follow the blind detires of theſe Lovers, 
© both which I lov'd with Incredible pathons. Ir was 
© I that in the Obſcurity of Night which favour'd our 
© Enterpize, drew T»l2nd forth of her Fathers houle, 
© through a Window, and having Cloath'd her in 
© one of my Suits, led her to IL.cmur, who ſtay'd for us 
© in the Fields. With good Horſes, wee Rid rill day, 
© and made that ſpeed chat we got out of the Lax1-grave's 
© Territories rc any Juſtice could lay hold of us ; Bur 
* becauſe we knew the hands of Princes are long, find- 
© ing no ſafety in High Germany, we came down dit- 
© guis'd into theſe parts, where we had not continned 
© long, Cre that little was conſum'd, which the ſuaden 
© haſt of our departure had p:rmitted us to bring from 
© our Country. 

© To tell you ſomething of what paſſed in our Coun- 
© try after our flight, we heard by ſome ſecret Friends, 
© That theLand-grave was unmeaſurably incengd again(t 
© us, Ordain'd that the Law ſhould procced againſt us 
© 25 Ravifhers, we were Condemn'd to looſe our Heads, 
© which we ſuffer'd in EFzie, our Goods were Con- 
© filcate, in brick we were us'd with all Imaginable ri- 
© gour and ſeverity, fo that having no hopes of ſuccor 
© from home, we (ctlcd all on our own Valour, and 
© commitred our Fortune to the hazard of Arms. Bc- 


© hold now to what degree of Courage Loyc doth Elc- 
vate 


Hiſt.1I. Aleran and Incmar. 201 


© yatca Soul Inſpired with ir! Yoland who had taken 
© mans Apparel to follow her Lover, found her ſelf ſo 
© well in that habit and rook ſuch delight in the Exer- 
© cile of Arms, that ſhe I-arn'd in ſhort time to Fence, 
© to Ridethe manag'd Hotle, and did cycry thing with 
© that D-xterity that ſhe was deſcrvedly accounted the 
© Compleateſt Gentleman in the Troop. The neceſſity we 
© were under, and the fear thatche Land-grave's wrath 
© ſhould perſecute us by his Agent, conſtrain'd us to In- 
«* roll our ſelves uader the States Colmers. Toland af- 
© ſun'\{ che name of Rulnd.and was Inemar's Comrade 
© and Bedfellow being fit{t privately married to him, 
© of which I my {clt was w:tnels, and fince by her 
© Bravery and Courage made her (elit fanzous in man 

© Encounters. When I ſaw them in potlethon of their 
© defire, It was then that I diicover'd with how much 
© labour and pain I had overcome the Violence of my 
© paſſions, in conſideration ot mv Fricendſhipto Incmar. 
© They admir'd this Vitory over my {elf ; Incmar 
* highly applauded my Exalted Friendſhip, and Toland 
© protelted co me, that {ſaving her Honour, aſter her 
© Lovedue to Incmar, ſhe lov'd no man better. Incmar 
© o9xve ime leave to call her my Mittreſs, and ſhe call'd 
© me her Servant,ang tar Was ail the Favour that ever 
© I had from her, Except fomctimis Kiihing her no leſs 
© valiant than fair hana. 

* Atter manv Encounters we ſhut our {c]ves up in 
© Briemberg relolving to ſhew in this Seige, the higheſt 
. © proots of Valour in Lxtream Events, where there 
© hath happen'd what you have ſeen : Military Come 
© mand having {cparated me from them, they have 
© been kill'd in the Breach, and as it may be thought, 
© Tacmar being firſt dead, and Toland unwilling to ſur- 
© vive him, was kill'd on his Body and Expired in his 
© Arms. 

Aleran thus cnded his Diſcourſe, and had like at 
the ſamer time co haye cnded his Lite, fo cmrcanay 
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did greif opprels his heart ; The Marqueſs pitying 
his great Courage, gave order to his Doftors and Sur- 
geons to labour in this Cure with all their Induſtry, 
but notwithſtanding their great Care and pains he 
died two days after, and was by Command of the 
Marqueſs Incerr'd with Honour by Incmar and his 
wife, under a fair Marble Tomb with this Inſcription. 


To the Memory of the Three Lovers, 
Inſeparable in Lite and Death. 


Sincere Friendſhip is the moſt Excellent Endeavonr of Humane 
Nature ; it Contrais Two Souls into one, and according 
to the fable of Ariſtophanes wnites a Man with the 
ether half of himſelf. | 


MIS 1. OM. 


Mellinto and Valeria. 


Mellinto Comrts Valeria, and is betrothed to her. The 
Lorl Beltimore falls in Love with her. Mellinto out 
of bir great AfﬀeG&ion t» Valeria, and reſpe& to her ad- 
vancement, retratts the Eſpruſalls. They are afterwar1s 
married, (he is taken by Pyrates, he Swims after to the Gal- 
ly, and fr ir fat, mikes hmlelf a vinntary Slave. 
The King of \ un's un4 :/tauding their faithful Love, re- 
leaſes bath. Upon their Kerurn they $14 Blttmore deal, 
who by. Will Broueath'! bis whole Fitate t» Valeria, in 
regard of ber Conftancy and fidelfty to Nicilinto. 


OT far trom Brandufum ( in the Province of 

Otranto in the Kingdom of Nart's ) formerly well 

known for one of the beſt Hayens in cs World, liv'd 

Seignior Mordenni,a Gencleman of conſiderable Quny 
All 
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Quality and Eſtate, much about the ſame time that 
Myſſinello made his InfurreQion at Naples. This Gentle- 
man had five Sons, and one Daughter named Valeria, 
who bore away the Palm of Beauty from all the Maids 
of that Country, and as ſhe had many Admirers, was 
more particularly Ador'd by Melinto, a Young Gentle- 
man of more Eſteem tor his great Vertue than Emi- 
nent in his Fortune ; between whom there was that 
ympathy of AfﬀeCtion, and agreeablenels of humour 
1d diſpoſition, that the Match ſeem'd to be made in 
eavcn, and they born for the murual Love and En- 

joy ment of cach orher. | 
The Father of Valeria was much oblig'd ro the Lord 
{ B Itimore, a Nobleman wholiv'd three Miles oft, from 
hom upon all Occaſions he had receiv'd generous 
eſtimonies of his Friendſhin and Kindneſs, for which 
calons, amongſt other Gentlemen his Neigbours, he 
nviced his good Lord and Patron to the Ceremony of 
bokdarbb Daughter to M-lints, who willing to do 
{denni all the Honour he could upon fo great a So- 
emnity, promiy:d his Company. All things were 
*rtorny'd wit! much Pomp and Solemnity, and Mel- 
to and Valeriz mutualiv Efpous'd and Engag'd to 
larry each other, on fuch a day as ſhould be agreed 
pon} between their Friends and Relations. Nothing 
ow Was Wantiizg, but to procced ro the Conſumma- 
;on of this Marriage, the term of few days was pre- 
rib'd ro prepare and end it. The Content of the ewo 
overs had cxceeded all common bounds of Delight 
nd SatisfaCtion, had not the adjourning of the Day 
on which they ſhould have been United ) pur water 
Ito their Wine, and moderated their Joy by eniuing 
ſroubles. Wherher Valeria had added to her Natural 
caury any {ecret Embelliſhments of Art, or whether 
ie Earl's Eyes were more diſcerning that Day than 
ey were former]y, is uncertain ; but ſo ir fell out 
dat Vakria's Concuering Charms fo far preyail'd _ 
im, 
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him, that he loſt both Judgment and Knowledge of 
himlelf ; and though he was very Antient, and cx- 
treamly AMiCted with the Gour, yet would he needs 
inroll himſelt under the Srandard of C14, where the 
Old and Impotent are never welcome ; ſo great was 
the Folly and Dorage of this Decrepid Lord. 

After he had made a weak Reſiſtance ro the Aſſault 
this Innocent Beauty made, he yields, reſolving to 
Cure himſelf of this importunare Deſire by Marriage ; 
whereupon he went to Mordenni, the Father of this 
Beautiful Conquereſs, and weeping like a Child, re- 
preſented his Griet to him : Mordenni rook pity of him, 


and counted it a great Honour that he ſhould requelt 
ro have his Daughter in Marriage; But my Lord ( laid! 
he J you knw ſhe is Eſpouſed to anther, and this Promiſe| 
cannot be broken but by the Conſent of both Parties. I ſhall: 
( reply'd the Lord Beltimore) deal fo bountiful; w:th\ 
Mellinto, that in obliging me he ſhall be the better for it 4s 
long as be lives, and I will ſo well provide for your Davnght:r, 
that both ſhe and your whole Family ſhal! be ſenſible of the 
good effetis of it. 

This N-ws was carricd by Mor4lenni ro Mellinto, who 
C poor Gentleman ) receiv'd it as the Sentence ot his 
Death, and indeed to rend ſo {ſtrong a Love trom bi 
Heart, was no lels than to tear his Soul from his Body, 
He could not Anſwer bur with Tears, like a Stag that 
ſtands at Bay ( Mordenni pretfhing him to it ) he tell down 
in a Swoon, ſhewing thereby that he could not gran 
ſo hard a Requeſt bur by Death. Then went het 
his Daughter to try her mind, who had no othe 
Anſwer but Sighs and Sobs ; at laſt, amongſt man 
interruptions, he learn'd That her will was in «h 
hands of Mellinto, and being Eſpouled to him, the ha 
now no more power to diſpole of her {clt.He then wen 
back to Mellinto, who having with incredible Convul 
ſions. of mind, digeſted the bitter Thoughts of th 
Ruin of his Loye, which he ſaw {o apparcut, fon 


a 


TQ_ a = JA 64. ew an « ER ne" oO 67% Fa 


Hiſt. II]. Mellinto and Valeria. 295 


laſt a Couragious Reſolution and ſuch a one as he 
might jnitly be blam'd for, if not rightly underſtood, 
Philoſophers diſtinguiſh berween Loves, and fay the 
moſt perfect is that which tends molt to the good of 
the Perſon belov'd, and that which is leſs perfect and 
reſpects the advantage of the Perſon loving, is not ſo 
properly call'd Love, as ſelf-intereſt and defign. In 
this Mellinto deſir'd to ſhow the perfeCtion of his love 
to /aleria, by conſidering more her happinets and 
advancement , than his own content. Whereupon 
Mellimto told him, he would, though unwillingly, re- 
tign his Title ro the Lord Beltimore; Mordennt overjoy d 
ar this anſwer, tenderly embrac'd him, and mixing 
their Tears together, rold him, he ſhould be eternal- 
ly oblig'd ro him, and wou'd ever account him as 
much the Raiſer of his Houſe and Family as the Lorq 
Reltimore was. This news was preſently carried by 
Mordeuni to his Daughter, who was ſo incredulous, 
that ſhe told him ſhe would never believe ic, till ſhe 
heard it from Mellints's own mouth. Preſently after 
Mellinto came in,with a dejected countenance,and eyes 
overflowing with tears, who could not endure to look 
Valeria in the face,who he thought wou'd upbraid him 
with diſloyalty thus to forſake her, & give her uptothe 
embraces of another. After they had in ſome meaſure 
overcome the violence of their pafſions, Mel/mio made 
it evidently appear to Valeria, that ſhe was much mil: 
taken in accounting that for baſeneſs of hearr and 
diloyalty in him, which was the greateſt act of A/ag- 
nanmmity tis heart cou'd ſhow, -to renounce his cwn 
proper intereſt and ſatisfaction in favour of the perſon 
he fo dearly lov'd. 

Valeria cord nog at firſt conceive this ſubtlety, kcr 
foul being {0 Cloſely uniced ro Mellinto's, that ſhe-be- 
iev'd nothing bur death con'd part them. Oh Afcliin- 
0: (tid the) Dear Me/ju;o | What hath caus'd yeu 
'0 Caluy 'O foraake Te? Call yen that lovirg, and 
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perfectly loving to part with me? I ſhould not only 
have pefer'd you to a Lord, bur a King, to the moſt 
potent Emperour on the Earth; for I eſteem not men 
ſor their wealth or greatneſs, bur for their own pro- 
per merits. Dear Valeria (repli'd Mellinto) the af- 
fection 1 bear you, works in me the ſame effect as 
death wou'd do, ſince it ſeparates me from you : my 
vehement deſire of your greatneſs, makes me deprive 
my lf of the greateſt contentment 1 cou'd have wiſh'd, 
and without which my life henceforward will be but 
a death; Live then Great, Honour'd, Happy, Rich, 
moſt Dear Valeria, and by marrying with Belr;more, 
become the Glory of thy Kindred, whilſt I go miſer- 
able poor, unhappy and forlorn Mellinto, ſpinning out 
the remainder of my fad days in melancholly Groves, 
and ſolitary Retirements. Much adoe had they to 
part theſe two Lovers from each others Armes: A 
heart as hard as Adamant, could not but have relen- 
ted at fo Tragical a ſcene of Sorrow. 

The words of Betrothing being rendred back, the 
very next morning the Lord Beltimore made his viſit to 
Valeria,. vainly flattering himſelf, it was now nolonger 
in the power of fate to blaſt, or croſs his Amours ; he 
promisd to make her a Lady,& ſettle his whole Eſtate 
npon her (having no Children,) andthat the Writings 
ſhould be ſeal'd before the Marriage was Conſummated, 
which was appointed two days after. Beltimore gener- 
ouſly ſent AMellinto a Bag with 2000. Checquins, with 
allthe Expreſſions of gratitude, and'an aflurance of 
his perpetual Love and Friendſhip, which he as Nobly 
recurn'd with chis Complimencal Lerter. 


 Mellinto, 70 the Lord Beltumore. 


M Lerd, Iam mo ſtranger to your favours, neither 
am I ignorant of your being Maſter of a liberal and 
grateful ſcul, but as I never was in 8 Cajacity to oblige 

You, 


———_—C 
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eu, ſo Icannot with Faſtice to my ſelf receive your Lord . 
ſhips preſent, which muſt make me a Debtor, to yu, more 
theu ever I ſhall be able to repay. If your Lordſhip thinks 
my reſigning Valeria to you, had a reſp? to my own In- 
tereſt, or your Satisfaiom, you much miſtake me, all my 
good wiſhes center in the fair Valeria, whom I endeavour 
to render as compleatly happy, as I make my ſelf wretched 
and miſerable. Upon no other Terms would I have parted 
with her, whom 1 value above the Treaſure of both the 1n- 
dies, and was I that Potent Monarch, who ſees the Sun both 
riſe and ſet in his own Dominions, I would lay my Crown 
at yur Feet to preſerve Valeria in my drmes. 

Mellinto. 


Valeria was in preſence when Beltimcre receiv*d 
this Anſiver from Mellinto, which made ſo deepImpret- 
ſion on her, that the next morning, which was delign'd 
for the Wedding, ſhe roſeearly, andattended only by 
her Maid, went over to Mellimto, and was privately 
married to him, of which, ſhe immediately ſent her 
Father an account. Afodenni ipar'd no words to ex. 
preſs his rage and fury, nor did Belrimere conceal his 
deep Reſentments of the Afﬀront done to his Perſon, 
and the diſappointment to his longing ExpeCtarions. 
The Father utterly diſown'd his Daughter, and would 
not admit of a Reconciliation, though they oliter*d 
the moſt powerful reaſons for what was done by the 
Interceſſion of Friends. Mcliimto had but a very ſmal! 
Eſtate, which rhe Expences their Quality oblig'd thern 
to ſoon Confum'd, nor would Cruel Meordennt relieve 
their diſtrelies, though he daily heard of their com- 
plaints : Bur theſe wants made no breach between this 
loving pair, who were- conſtant in their atteCtions, - 
happy in the midit of poverty, and- contented in the 
extremity of miſery. 

It untortunately hapen'd, that Mellimto and Valeria 


walk'd out together one Evening, more to divert their 
Ul 2 Me- 
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Melancholy thonghts, than any Pleaſure they could 
take in viewing that ſingle Acre which was all the Re- 
mainder of their Land, on which fed their whole Herd 
of Cattle, two loving Mulls, the living Riches, and 
ſupport of their Family. Mellimto upon ſome urgent 
occaſion in their return ſtaid behind, and Valeria went 
on to take ker uſual walk upon the Beach where ſhe 
had the proſpect of thoſe Galleys which Row'd by ; A 
Turkiſh Galley belonging to Algiers having juſt landed 
cheir Boat, immediately ſeiz'd all they met with on the 
Strand, and amongſt others Yalerea, who in fight of 
ber Husband, was carried oft to the Galley which lay 
hard by with Spaniſh Colonrs, this dreadful fight -he 
faw, heard her Skreaks and outcries which peirced his 
Heart, but he was too far diſtant to make any attempt, 
tho his beſt endeavours would haveprov d fruitlels, 
and unſuceſsful in her Refcue. He faw her gone be- 
yond recovery, and tears and complaints were bur in 
vain, when like a conſtant Friend, and loving Hus- 
band, he plung'd himſelf into the Sea, and ſwam up 
to the Galley wherehe was taken up and brought be- 
fore the Captain, who told him, he was come ro fol- 
low his Wife, and neither fear'd their Cruelty nor beg'd 
cher Pitty , that freedom without her Company was a 
more miſerable ſlavery to him, then they endured 
who tug'd at the Oar. The Turks very much admir'd 
his Tranfſcepdent Love and Courage, for they had 
{ven ſome of his Country Men rather chooſe death 
than endure a life ſo Severe and Cruel. 

Amongit ſore others that he knew a Board, there 
wasa Young Gentleman nam'd Placento, about 22 
Years of Age, whoſe Father was next neighbour to 
Mellarto, Flacento Iving, chain'd ro his Oar as the reſt 
were, was not able to endure the Turkiſh Cruelty, 
ut contriv'd an eſcape, and Commuicated the Me- 
tinods of it to AMellinto, intreating him to bear him com» 
p.nv, Who 40:4 him he had made himſelf a Volun- 

rary 
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tary ſlave for the fake of his Wife , and would 
ſcorn that Ranſom which did not firſt purchaſe her 
liberty before his own, much leſs would he run the 
hazard and danger of his project, and then leave her 
behind to their mercileſs fury and revenge. However 
Placento proceeded, and was happy in the ſucceſs, 
which he ettected in this manner, he had obſerved that 
the utmoſt liberty they had,was no further then their 
Chain gave 'em leave, which reach'd to the end of the 
Bench, where there was a large hole for the neceſſity 
of nature. Placento having prepared his Chains ro 
come off upon eaſe Terms, goes to the Hole one E- 
vening as they ſay at Anchor, and according to the 
Cuſtom of the Turks, cry'd Ala Banda, which is the 
ſignal they are oblig'd to give, when they go to that 
Convenience, otherwiſe they are Baſtinado'd. The 
Slaves were all afleep, and only the Sentinells awake 
upon the fore or hindeck, who miſtruited nothing. 
Placento firſt pul'd off his Coat, which he underprop'd 
with two ſticks, and then got oft his Fetters, ( his legs 
being ſo fallen away fince his being a Slave, that they 
grew too ſmall for his ſhackles )9and committing him- 
ſelf to the Sea, landed ſafe upon an Iſland not far off, 
but though his Perſon was gone, his Coat was ſeverely 
threatned with Baſtinado's before his real eſcape w:.s 
diſcovered. 

Ar their return to Tinis, the Captain of the Galley 
acquainted the King with the whole account of their 
ſurprizing /aleria walking on the Beach, and how her 
_ Husband Mellinto (wam after in Love to his Wife, and 
made himſelf a Voluntary Slave, rather than be de- 
priv'd of her Company. The King was much mov'd 
with the Relation of ſo faithful & ccnitanta Love, and 
Within three days gave them both their Freedom: In the 
interim, the Lord Reltimore having receiv'd inteltigence 
by ſome of the Neighbours of this fad Misfortune of 
Mellinto and Valeria, in reſpect of their great fidelity, 

U 3 ( like 
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( like a Noble Gentleman, had taken Care fot their 
Ranſom, ) but dying before he could have any ac- 
count of their Arrival at Twnis, bequeath'd his whole 
Eltate to Valeria, and left it in truſt with her Father, 
who upon their return to Brurduſium, enjoy'd it, and 
liv'd out the reſt of their days in a pompous plenty, 
and happy Tranquillity. 


Such is the ineſtimable yalue of Friendſhip, and Conju- 
gal Afﬀettion that he that hath found a true Friend 
m @ Loving Wife, bath found a double Treaſure, 
more to be priz'd than all the Gold of Ophir. 


HIST. IV. 


Venon and Teudas. 


Teudas being in Pr:[on, 1s ſet at liberty by his Friend Ve- 
non,who purchaſeth his Freedom, and in regard of their 
great Friendſhip, Marrieth the Daughter of Teudas, 
by whom he had one only Daughter, Named Rofana , 
IWho went in diſguiſe with her Husband, and Prince 
Sapor tothe Wars in Hungary, where being ſlain with 
ber Husband after many ſignal proofs of their Valour, 
are both afterwards honourably enter d by the Prince, m 
regard of the imviolable Friendſhip contrafted berwixs 
them and the Prince. 


T Bre:law, Chief City in the Dukedom of $;le- 
B ſia a Province of Germany, lived two Citizens of 
good quality, who lov'd each other entirely ; the one 
was Texdas a Goldſmith, and the other Vencn a Mer- 
chant, Venon being gone to Vienns in Auſtria, to buy 
{ome Commodities, itaid three Months in his Voyage : 
and at his return, found himſelf welcom'd with ewo 


difaſters, wiz: The loſs of bis Wife whom he defy 
oved, 
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loved, and the misfortune of his Friend, who was caſt 
into Priſon, and paſt hope of ever getting out ; ic 
was not any diſorder, but rather his goodneſs which 
had reduced him to this deplorable Eſtate, for being 
bound in a great fum of Mony for one of his Friends, 
who prov'd infolvent, he was condemn'd to the pay- 
ment of it himſelt, whereupon all that he was worth 
being ſold,his body was attach'd and clapt up into pri- 
ſon for the remainder. 

In this place, which may very well be calPd the 
Center of Miſery, and the Tomb of the living, Venon 
came to ſee him, who grievouſly complain'd of For- 
tune, accus'd her of Injuſtice, for reducing him to 
that miſerable Eſtate for well doing ; But that which 
moſt troubl'd him, was that he loſt the means to mar- 
ry his only Daughter, (her Age now requiring it ) 
fearing neceſſity ſhould bring her into ſome vain and 
lewd courſe of life. Yenon {tood not to comfort him 
with many words, but came to promiſes which he 
ſoon confirm'd by effects. He told him chat his Mi- 
ſery was a mark of his Vertue, againſt whom Fortune 
had ſworn” a profelied Enmity ; that he ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs his foul in patience, and ſeeing Friendſhip had caſt 
bim into Prifon, Friendſhip ſhould fetch him ont a- 
gain, that he had means ſufficient to relieve his ex- 
tream neceſſity, and redeem him out of this miſery, 
which by che ficred laws of Friendſhip, he had an 
equal Title co. AndIam fo far pleasd with your 
nusfortune (ſaid Venen, ) as it gives me the Opportu- 
nity of ſhowing the ſincerity of my afteCtion to you in 
this neceflity, and that Iam truly your Friend : As 
for your Daughter, let not that trouble you, ſeeing 
I have loſt my Wife, Iam contented to take her for 
my ſecond, it you will ; bur if ber AtteCtions are o- 
therwiſe diſpoſed of, I have wherewithal to give her 
a good Portion. 

u 4 What 
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What unexpected Conſolation w.s3 this to the heart 
of Tenudas, to hear theſe ſpeeches from his Friend, whoſe 
words he knew were as true as they were free. He 
would have uſed ſome Complements to him, but the 
greatneſs of the benefit going beyond his Thoughts, 
Words and Thanks vaniſhed in his Mouth. No fays 
Venon, ( who judg'd of his Interiour Thoughts, by the 
Exterjour alteration of his Countenance,) we need nor 
give thanks for that which is our own, If I am yours, 
much more are all my goods yours ; and either you 
had no need of them, or elſe it was your own fault, 
you did not diſpoſe of them at your pleaſure before, 
without any longer diſcourſe, he went preſently 
home, and fetch money , and paid the ſam Teudas 
was detain'd for, upon which he was preſently dif- 
charg'd. | 

Not long after,eno married Ermige the Daughter of 
Teudas,who notwithſtanding the great deſparity cf their 
Years, lov'd him atteftionarely, not only as a Husband, 
bur a ſecond Father, and eſteem'd her f-If happy, to 
be a Recompence to him who had with ſo muc!1 good- 
neſs ar.d liberality, releagd her Father out of Prifon, 
Of fo Amorous an Union of theſe two Hearts and Bo- 
dies, Roſana was the fair product, a Creature deftind 
to love honourably, and generouſly, and was but 
two Months old, when her Grandfather Teudas over- 
come With forrow and grief for the lots of his Eſtate, 
left this life to enjoy a better. Her Father Venom (who 
had much weakened his Fortunes indelivering his dear 
Friend out of Prifon,) daily felt neceſſity approaching, 
but Heaven which guards the juſt, and will not ſut- 
fer ſich noble Atts of Friendſhip to go unrewarded, 
provided | for him beyond all hope and expectation : 
Venons grief was much like that Zeudas tele in Priſon, 
ſeeing himſelf old, he much feard he ſhould not leave 
his Wife-wherewithal honeſtly to maintain her ſelf, and 


bring up, and niatch his Danginer. Put Comfort thy 
ſeit 
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ſelf O Yenon with good Tobias, and be affur'd, that 
though poverty overtake thee, yet thou ſhalt have 
means ſufficient; hope with Fob and thou "ſhalt bave 
all things reſtor'd to the double. 

The Dutcheſs of Signirs of a Noble Houſe in Silefie 
reckor'd in the Rank of Princes being ready to cr: 
out, a Nurſe was ſought for to give ſuck to the Chil 
ſhe expetted ; and Ermige was choſen to be one of the 
beſt that could be found in all Brefaw; this came in 
good time to preſerve this poor Family from neceſity, 
which daily encreaſed upon them. The Dutcheſs was 
delivered of a Son, whoſe name was Sapor, who was 
delivered to Ermige to Nurſe, and Roſana put to ano- 
ther, Ermige and her Husband were now both made 
part of the Dukes Houſehold, and when time came, 
that Roſana was weaned and of ſome itature, ſhe was 
put to rock the Prince, and find him ſport, as the 
manner of Children is, thus grew Ro/ana gently like a 
Vine by its Elme Tree.  Sapor was not above three or 
four Years old when Venen died, leaving both his Wife 
and Daughter to the Dutcheſs, who look'd for no o- 
ther Fortune but what proceeded -from her Bounty. 
The little Prince affeted his Nurſe and Ro/anain ſuch 
a manner,that although he was wean'd, yet they both 
tended him and waited on him. 

Although it is a grand Error to fay that the Parents 
beget the Souls as well as the Bodies ; yet fince thedif- 
queſition of the Temperature , and of the Organs, 
through which the Spirit exerciſeth it Functions hath 
great ette(t in regard of the firm Union of Soul and 
Body ; It is no great wonder if that Roſen ſprung from 
Parents, whoſe Inclinations were wholly ts Friendſhip, 
was naturally her ſelf addicted to the ſame paſſion ; 
which ſhe diſcover'd in that Love and Attection her 
more early Years conſtantly expreſs'd to Sapor. Roſans 
lov'd Sapor in her infancy, with ſuch an extrraordinary 
fervour, that as ſoonas ſhe loſt the fight of him, ſhr 

di! 
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did nothing but weep and complain ;* never wasthere 
ſeen in. ſo tender Years ſo ſtrong a paſlion, all the 
World wondered at it, and the Duke and Dutcheſs 
took incomperable pleaſure in it. It was a thing im- 
poſſible bur that Sapoy ſhould love this little Creature, 
which ſo much attefted him, for to love is the moſt 
powerful Gharm whereby to make our ſelves belov'd 
of others : He cou'd not be without her, and if at any 
time ſhe chanc'd to be away, there was nothing cou'd 
make him merry. The Dutcheſs ſeeing the humour 
of this little Girle, caus'd her ( for Recreation only,) 
to be cloath'd like a little Page, a habit which pleas'd 
her ſo well,that ſhe never put it off, but with Tears. In 
their firſt Infancy which Unites the Tongue, they with- 
out Ceremony call'd Brother and Siſter, every one 
wondered at the Courage and Boldneſs of this little 
Girlz, when ſhe grew bigger, ſhe call'd the Prince her 
Maſter, and he call'd her his Page. AU the Exerciſes 
which the Maſter learned, the Page did learn, and 
what is more to be admir'd, with ſuch a Grace, that 
ſhe ſeem'd for a Mirrour or Example to her lictle Ma- 
ſter,as Phyſick is given tothe Nurſe,that ſo through her 
milk the Child may be cur'd, fo was it with Sapor, for 
when they were to give him any lellon either of Stu- 
dy, Dancing, or any thing elſe, they firſt taught ic 
to his Page, ſhe learn'd the faſter to pleaſe him, and 
he took the greater Care that he might not be out- 
ſtripe by a Girle, an Emulation of Vertue without 
Envy. 

They being now grown up from the Innocency of 
their. firſt Age,they entred into the limits of Civility,and 
the Cerimonies of the World. She was always much 
affeted with all bodily Exerciſes, as Leaping, Vaul- 
ring, Riding, Fencing, and whatever was manly and 
the proper accompliſhment of a Cavaleer; The Prince 
ſtill calling for her, not only when he was at any Ex- 
erciſe, but at all other times when ſhe was abſent, A 
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laſt her Age permitting her no longer with decency 
and modeſty ſo freely to frequent with Sapor, the 
Dutcheſs plac'd her among the other Gentlewomen, 
where upon all occaſions ſhe ſtill payed that diligene 
obſervance to the Prince as ſufficiently witneſſed the 
Ardour of her AfﬀeCtion : And the Prince on his pare 
bore with no leſs Impatience the privation of his Pages 
Company, it was his greateſt contentment, when he 
could ſteal in amongſt the Gentlewomen, thereby to 
entertain her who wholy poſſeſſed his thoughts. 

Lewd deſires entring into his heart-with knowledg 
poyſon'd his Love with ſenſtality, which he for ſome 
time diſſembled, bur not being able longer to bear the 
Imperuoſity of his deſires, he offer'd theſe Indecencies 
to her which could neither conſiſt with his Honour or 
her unſpotted Honeſty , from whom he received 
this diſcreet Anſwer. ©* Remember O Prince that 
* poor as I am, and deſtitute, of Fortunes Favouys, I 
* am Rich in Honeſty, which if you once offer to un- 
* dermine, you ruin my Vertue the moſt Eſtabliſh'd 
* Foundation of my Life, but as I love my Honour 
* more then my Life,ſo I love it alſo more than Sapor. 
*If you truly love me as you have given me many 
* ſignal Teſtimenies of it, love me konourably, other. 
*wiſe 1 freely renounce your Friendſhip, and all 
* the happy advantages thereby. I love you withour 
© Intereſt, and without any other defire than to ſee 
* you Great and Glorious in the World, and in the 
* Arms of a Princeſs worthy to be the Spouſe of {6 
* Noble a Prince, and ſhe will I wait upon with all 
* the humility and affeCtion of a faithful ſlave, who 
* will ſeek no other Reward but the Glory of ſerving 
*You. If Fortune ſhould ſo frown that you dye in 
* deeds of Arms I will periſh at your Feet, that on my 
* Grave may be mixt the Lilies of my Chaſtity with 
* the Palms of your Valour, and the Mirtles of my 
* Incomparable Love to ſo dear a Malter, v—_ 
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hath ſeen a ſtrong North Wind ſweeping away on a | « 
faddain all the Clouds which obſcured the Face of | « 
Heaven, hath ſeen the effefts theſe genorous words | « 
utter'd with ſo good a grace, immediatly wrought in 
Sapor, the flame of his Love was now pure, the heat 
moderate without blackneſs or ſmoke. 


The Duke his Father being dead,and he the next Li. | « 
neal Succeſior of that Honſe entred into the Honours | « 
his Birth called him to. Amongſt many Gentlemen, | « 
his fo!lowers, he had a particular favour for Nume- | « 
rian a younger Brother and a Gentleman well deſcen- | « 
ded ; Sapor deſirous to advance this Gentleman | « 
thought he could not more befriend him than in giving | « 
him for his Wife her whom he affected as his Siſter,and | « 
her whom be could have wiſh'd himſelf, if the Gran- | « 
dure of his Birth had not obliged him, by reaſon of | « 
State, to ſeek a Match more ſuitable to his Quality. | « 
The Prince firſt acquainted Numerian with his deſign, | « 
who received it with all the humble and dutiful ac- | « 
knowledgments for ( great an Honour, and next | « 
Roſana who Anſwer'd him with her accuſtomed Gene- | « 
rolity , Maſter ( ſaid She ) will it not be a Treaſon to | « 
give this Body to a Man who ſhall not poſſeſs the Heart, | « 
being ſo fill'd with the honeſt love it bears you, that there | * 
is no place woid for any other Subjet : Permit me ( My | *« 
dear Prince ) to die a Virgin, with the glory of a Veſtal, | « 
who hath mot let her fire go out. The Prince was infinitely | « 
pleas'd with her diſcourſe which at that time laſted | « 
long, ſtill cloſing every Period with ſome expreſſion | « 
of a love to him as ſincere and innocent. The next | « 
day the Prince ordered Roſana to come to his Cham- | + 
ber in the Afternoon where ſhe ſhould meet Numers- | « 
an, whom ſhe no ſooner ſaw but with a Manly! and 
Generous behaviour, which was both natural and u- |; 
ſual with her, ſpoketo him in theſe words. d 

* Sir, Here is your Matter and mine, who hath a | ,, 
* deſire to joyn us together in the Rites of Hymen : 


* but 
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© but before I embrace this proffer, and be ſubject to 
* your power, I muſt propound two Conditions, with-. 
© out Which I cannot, nor will not be perſiwvaded to 
© take you for my Husband : My Body ſhall be thine, 
* and ſo entirely thine, that never any but thy ſelf 
© ſhall have part therein. I ſhall come a Virgin to thy 
© Bed, and if it be fo that I muſt looſe the flower of 
* that Integrity ( which I did intend to preſerve all my 
© life time ,) yet it ſhall Periſh at laſt with Honour in 
* lawful Wedlock. Firſt, then thon ſhalt not need to 
* watch over my fidelity, of which I ſhall be more vi- 
* gilant thanthou canſt, and if it ſhall be my hard for- 
* tune to ourtlive thee, I will be juſtevento thine Aſhes 
* and keep a body pure, and a Troth inviolable. Iwill 
* Love thee as my Husband withal my Heart, but to 
* prevent future Jealouſies, know this, that I will love 
* Sapor as my dear Prince, and dear Maſter, but Ima- 
* gine not him to have any part thereby, in any thing 
* that ſhall appertain to thee, he hath no ſuch thought, 
*and if he had, he ſhould find his expeCtarions fru- 
* ſtrate; and if thou doſt think this Friendſhip which 
*is ſo pure, honeſt, juſt and lawful, ſhould be con- 
* trary to the Loyalty I owe to thee ; I do now re. 
* nounce to thy love and allyance, for I am refoly'd 
*to carry to my grave this firſt & glorious flame. The 
* other Condition 1s, that thou permit me to exerciſe 
* my ſelf in Arms, in Hunting, and other like Recre- 
"ations, and if thy Courage calls thee at any time 
*to War, either of thy ownaccord, or with our Ma- 
* ſter, that thou permic me to be partaker of thy la- 
* boursand thy hazards as 1 deſire to be of thy Lawrels, 
* and thy Palms. On theſe Conditions Iam ready to 
* obey, and follow thee in life or death. 

Numerian no leſs Raviſh'd at the Spicit and Courage 
of this Maid, chan with her Beauty, agreed to all ſhe 
deſir'd ; and the Young Duke Honourcd the Marriage 
wich ſuch Pomp and Magnihocn co, that bs conld not 
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have expended more liberally at the Marriage of his 
own Siſter. Thusrhey pailed ſome Years Rich in Wealth 
and Children, when the Wars of Hungary a Kingdom 
bordering on Sileſia, came to diſturb this Calm. The 
Prince being call'd by the Emperour, had a great 
Command in the Army, unto which he went with a 
Train befitting his Greatneſs, and attended by Numer:- 
an and Roſana, Who would not be perſwaded by any 
Arguments to ſtay behind, but dreſſing her ſelf in 
Mans Apparel, Accompanied her Maſter and Hus- 
band to the Army. 

One day the Prince was commanded to make an 
allault upon the Enemy in one of his Quarters, which 
he did, ({ attended by Numerian and Roſana, who ne- 
ver left him in the moſt dangerous encounters) with 
more bravery than Succeſs ; for on a ſucdain he was 
encompalied by the Turks, and in great hazard of 
looſing his Life, or being taken Priſoner : Then did the 
great Love of Roſana appear hrd with Fury, who 
like a raging Tigreſs, ran her ſelf upon the Weapons of 
the Handlers.to Reſcue the beloved Sapor, Numerian 
wrought no leſs miracles with his devouring Sword, 
for his Ro{ana's preſervation, than ſhe had done for 
Sapors. At laſt the Prince recover'd his ſafety,and theſe 
two Loyers found themſelves ſurrounded with Enemies, 
who ſurmon'd them to lay downtheir Arms,whereun- 
co their great Courages reply'd boldly,they were never 
us'd to ſuch diſhonourable Terms, and preſling into the 
midſt of them, either to break through, or dye in the 
2tempr, were both Killd, Numerian fell firſt, and 
2oſana afrer the had given ſufficient marks of her un- 
Jaunted Courage, and fully reveng'd her Husbands 
Death, was run through the body by a Farizary, and 
her {6:11 ſent to be for ever happy with MNrzzcrian's 1N a 
>le't Eternity. The $kirmifh-beig ended ſhe was 
tound among the Daad, with her Husband, and after 
*1&y knew ſhe was a Woman,they that felt ber oaks 
-d more admire her Valor. 1he 
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his | The ſorrow and grief of Szp! cannot be expreſt, 
Ith | which he took in this loſs ; He ſent for the two Bodies, 
M | chat he might yeild ro their Aſhes ( which be water'd 
he | with his Tears) ſome Teſtimony of his Friendſhip : 
-at | He cauſed them to be carried into Sileſia where he 
12] ſparedno coſt to make their Funerals ſumptuous, and 
77-1 cauſed a ſtately Tomb to be erected over them, ro 
ny j preſerve their Memories to poſterity aslong as Marble 
in canlaſt. 

US- In the Precedent Hiſtories, we may behuld the Glorious 
Rewards and Truumphs of Friendſhip, 2uheremn the 


an chief Bonds of Amity and humane Society doconſiſt, 
ch for without Friendſhip Mankind would be like Ra- 
IC- venous Wolves, deftroyers of each other , as in the 
ch former Hiſtories of Murthers, we have had too 
as many Fatal _—_ Friendſhip is the perfettion 
of of Proſperity, and ſupport of Adwerſity ; Which Al- 
he exander having experienc'd as a mighty truth, noben 
ho he was asked by ſome, where bx Treaſures lay , 
of Pointed to his Friends. The Pythagorians pre- 
an fer'd Friendſhip , before all other good qualities , 
d, call'd it the Combination of all Vertues, and af- 
or firm'd it to be the Uniting of Souls here on Earth, 
fe which is the preparative to the Heavenly Union , 
eS, by thu Divine Vertue, we may with Lot unawares, 
N- give entertainment t0 peer, upon Earth, at leaſt 
cr we may expe with the foregoing examples to ſtand 
te in a fair and bright Charatter in the Book of Fame, 
be and Comence S;ars of the greateſt Magnitude with 
nd them above, 
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HIST. I 


Chriſtiana. 


Chriſtiana refuſes the Embraces , and Rich profſers of the * 
French King, and m her flight for England, was ſoli- 
cited to debauchery by De Boi Maſter of the French 
Veſſel, to avoid whe(e luſt She caſt her ſelf into the Sea, 
where ſhe was taken up by Codrinus Vice Admiral of 
the Engliſh Navy, who im Regard of her great Cha- 
ftity married her ; The Lord Seballian attempting to 

olute ber, was diſcover d, and afterwards ſlain, ſbe 
after her Husbands deceale, is married to the Duke of 
Guiſe, 


\OR the ſurther encouragement of Vertue, af- 

ter thole Glorious initances of Friendthip, 

*fwill not be improper to preſent the ( Cour- 

teous Reader) with ſome examples of Cha- 

ſtity, which have Crown'd the Memories of thoſe 
Fam'd Perſons with immorcality and honour, in which 
thou may'ſt as in a mirrour behold the Beauty and 
reward -of the Reſplendent Vertue of Chaltity, 2s 
X in 
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in the former Hiſtories, thou ſeeſt the deformity and 
puniſhment of that raging ſin of Adultery, whereby 
thou may*ſt be perſwaded to follow the DiCtates and 
Precepts of the one, as thou would'ſt ſhun the evil 
conſequence , which: attend the other. As Beauty 
without Chaſtity is like unto Mandrake Apples come- 
ly tothe Eye but Poylonous in taſt, ſo Chaltity is 
the Beauty of the Soul, and Purity of Life, which 
deſpiteth the corrupt pleaſures of the Fleſh, andis on- 
only polied of thoſe who keep their Bodies clean and 
undefiled, which conſiſterh either in ſincere Virginity, 
or faithful Matrimony ; But Claltity 1s moſt coſpici- 
ous. when furrounded with dangers,and then deſerved- 
ly lays claim to the mok chaſt and pure joys of a hap- 
Py Eternity. 


But I proceed to the Story. 
T Tours (Chief City of Touraine, a Province which 
is ſaid to be the Garden of France, ſeated on 
the Lezre, ) lived Mounſieur dc Cadez,, a private Gentle- 
man, who by his Wife had one only Daughter, by 
name Chriſtiana, whom Heaven had bleſt with fo vait 
a ſhare of Beauty, that ſhe was the admiration and 
diſcourſe not only of her Native City, but likewiſe 
of the Court, and often follicited by the King ( with 
the promiſes and certainty of great Wealth and Dig- 
nities ) to be the pleaſure of his Bed, but the no leſs 
Vertnous than Beauteous Chriſtiana, elteeming the 
honoup of her Chaſtity, far above the Dignities of an 
Empire, renounc'd to purchale ſuch ſhadows of Glory 
with the Pollution of her Soul, whoſe Vertue ſhe knew 
would Crown her, not only with Honours here, but 
Immortallity hereafter,with theſe vertuous meditations 
her purer Soul peirc'd Heaven,& there took proſpect of 
thoſe far greater dignities which would rewara her Cha- 
ſity. Long hadthis Family of Mon/ieur de Cadez lived 
at Tears in the favour & reſpect of all Men,bleit with his 
vertuous, 
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vertuous, & chaſt Chriſtiana whoſe Beauty & Vertue, 
(it being rumour'd, how ſhe had refusd the Embraces 
of the King,) drew after her many adorers who both 
by plain addrel.es aud ſubtility vainly endeavour'd to 
win her, ſome to their lawful bed, fome to their lew+ 
der Arms. Art length in the Reign of King Cbarles the 
9th. Anno Dm. 1562. Ihe Perſecution being fore in 
Tours, De Bot the Maſter of a French Ship induced more 
by his Luſt to Chriſtiana clian his love to the Unhappy 
Family of De Cadez, promilt to fit them fate on the 
Engliſh ſhore, with tome others who fled irom the rage 
of the Perſecutors. De Cadex, and his Wie kindly ac- 
cepting ſo-vait a favour, which ſhould prorett rnem 
from the hand of the devouring 1 vrants, took with 
them ſome of their lighter potleſſions, their Gold and 
Silver Plate, bequeathing the relit tothe ſawd Monſieur 
de Bi, to whoſe mercy they ow'd both their Eltate and 
Lives, and embarqued that evening. De Bo ( whole 
Luſt admitted of no Bounds ) when hehad fail d 5o 
Leagues from ſhore, was not able longer to contain, 
but thus addreit himſelf ; Madam, tro me you owe 
this great Protection irom the Sword and Fire, thus = 
my Mercy hath ſecurd vour Parents, all his 1 did no 
for the hope of gain, 'twas you fair Lady did nuns 
me to it, your Eyes with mighty Charms aid plcad {© 
ſ{trongly, I could not but be mercitul. Sir replies the 
modelt Chritiana My Parents & my {cIf,{til} own thele 
Favours, a grateful Spirit cannot foon forget 1c! 
mighty Obligations, and doubtlets well pleas'd, Hua 
will reward that Charitable Vertue. Atas tur Lady ; 
( returns De Bo, )leave not fo fall a debr for Heaven 
to pay, ſince you can fully make me fatisfaction, let 
me embrace tke body I protected, and blets your 
Worſhipper with wppinets. Chri/tiane perceiving his 
pallion,and that her tefuling his Lutſtful morions,nught 
endanger the Liberty oRer Parents, beg'd of him to 
grant her one hours conlideration, and the would pre- 
X 2 pare 
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pare her ſelf for his embraces, He tranſported with 
thisan{wer, believing it to be no other than real, ad- 
mitred her the time. Chriſtiana whoſe (Chaftity could 
not digeſt fo baſe and diſhonourable an Action, yet 
tenderly atiecting the ſafety of her Parents, whom 
ſhe mutt either expoſe to his Mercy, or admit of his 
lewdnels, ) knew not what to do in this her greateſt 
extremity ; therefore conſulting with her Father , 
was advis'd according to her wiſh, rather to futter 
Death than dcfame her Honour. Chriſtiana Tri- 
amphrt,.now ſince her Parents could without much 
Reluctancy, choeſe to ſee her dye a Martyr for her 
Chaſtity, rather than live with Infamy and diſhonour to 
the Name and Family of De Cadez,; therefore recom- 
mending her ſelf ro the Diviner powers, commutted 
her body to the mercy of the Seas, without the hopes 
of Life, bur we ſce deſpair 1s ſome time the ground of 
hope : as when the darkneſs of the night is thickelt,then 
the morning begins to dawn, thus the extremity cf 
Chriſtiana's Miterv was at the height when the had the 
proſpect of fome relief, for Codrinus a Noble Man 
of England, who then Rode Vice- Admiral of the Brit- 
tiſh Seas, perceiving at ſome ſmall diſtance, a Woman 
ſtrugliag with the Waves, compaſlionately received 
her into his ſhip, and upon her Information of” the 
Villanous defign, which forc't her to prefer death be- 
fore life with defhilement, he faiPd up to De Bu s Vellel, 
demanding Moun/ieur De Cadez, and his Wife, and the 
others which fled from the Perſecution bound for Eng- 
land. De Boi whoſe Conſcience accus'd him, knowing 
Codrinus to be the Britiſh Vice- Admiral , a Souldier of 
an undaunted Spirir, and a finguler Reſpecter of ho- 
nourable Actions, without diſputing the Caſe deliver'd 
rem, whom Cedrinus firit reeerved, and then with two 
broadiides, fufhciently corrected the infolence of De 
2.1, and fo frald forward for Eng/and. This deed be- 
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ing of fo generous a Nature, obliged them all to ad- 


mire | 
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mire Codrinus,& eſpecially Chrifianawho with her all 
conquering Charms,had wounded the ice. 4dmiralthere, 
where the ſearching Cannon nee had found a pall-ge. 
He gazd with admiration on her Beauty, and though 
her miſery had reduc'd ker toa Poverty, yethe knew 
not how to retiſt the powerful Charms of Love, In 
concluſion, he addreit himfelf to the beauteous Vir- 
gin, who being equally atte:led wish lis Heroick Act- 
ions, not byait by Interelt, and well pleas'd with his 
ſweetneſs and fluency of language, the excellency 
of his Courteous and attable Lemeanour, admitted 
an eaſje Vi-tory upon honoureble Terms. Codrinus (be. 
ing now arriv'd at Court, as happy, asſo ſhort a time 
could make him,)made great preparation for his nuprtial 
ſolemnities, the Conſummation of their b'i's. The 
appointed day being come, and dinner ended, the 
Wine flow'd merrily round: inthe | ight of their Mirth, 


Chriſtiana's remarkable patlages ofher Life,& the wond- 


erful Vindication of her Honour, being the general diſ 
courſe of the lable, my Lord Sebaſtian after the re. 
tirement of Chriſtiana told Cedrinus, he would engage a 
100. Pound, that ſhe would adnut him into her bed 
that ev'ning, and that he would enjoy thoſe pleaſures 
which he had reſerv'd for his own Appetite. The Vice- 
Admiral who was willing rather toimprove Mirth than 
diſturb the Company, merri:y accepted of the Terms 
propounded. No ſooner had Chri/#:anaenter'd her Bridal 
Bed, expeClirg Crdrinus the bleſiing of her Arms, but 
Sebaſtian without attendants, came into the Chamber, 
and uner-fling Himfelf, fo ſurpriz.d Chrifiaza that ſhe 
ſhriekr out, asking him the reaſon of Its rudeneſs, he 
anſwerd, what mean you Madam, how am I rude, do 
you not know your Lord, Chriſtiana who was certain it 
was not the Vice-Admirel, both by his ſhape and voice, 
cry'd out a Rape, Murther, a Rape, at which Codri- 
mus and the Company, which were at the door, \rgady, 
Lucſt in , ſeerning very much incens'd with 'Seba- 
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ſtian, and threatning to chaſtiſe his Inſolence, diſmiſt 
him, who pleaded a miſtake, and thar he thought his 
Wife now repos d in. that Chamber (as formerly ſhe 
had done, ) which Codrinus acknowledg'd to be the 
trhith. Next day the Vize- Admiral went to demand the 
160. forfeited by my Lord Sebaſtian. Sebaſtian readily 
confelt i it due,and wil'd his Servant to pay itto Codrinus, 
in/the mean time his merry humour was turr'd into a 
real Luſt, and he took this Opportunity of folliciting 
the Lady, who was {till in her honour, as invulne- 
rable as ever,therefore tinding his attempts in vain, re- 
tuirned to the Vice- Admiral, Who after the receipt. of 
the Mony, not willing to carry it off, preſented it to 
Sebaſtians Lady, Sebafian thankful for the favour, 
loaded the V-ce- Admiral, with too much Wine, and 
that evening, 11 diſguiſe, attempted once more to Win 
the chait Chriſtiana but was by her Steward(who found 
him in a private Room, next the Ladies Bed Cham- 
ber) ſuſpected for ſomie Robber, & there ſlain. TheEx- 
cels of Wine which Cudrinus drank, cait him into a fea- 
ver, of which hedy'd, & Chriſtiana whoſe honourable 
Name, had travaild to the utmoit Coaits of F 'ame, 
was afterwards married to the Duke of Guiſe, with 
whom ſhe hiv d longand happily. 


Tis ſaid of Eve, that her preateſt miſery on Farth, 
was that ſc bad roo Iuſtfully affetled the foro! :dden 
fruit, when only charm { with an extericur veauty, 
the Veriurus Chrittiana conſidering this mighty truth, 
weld not admit of the Serpents various temptations 
to raſt the firbidden Pleaſures, thiugh fairly guilded 
with the cutward gaudine/ s of 'mperial Dignities ; 
She conſider d that her Luſt might by chance make 
her ſecs great upon | Earth, but was certain that her 
Chaſtity mould entitle her to Henour amongſt the An- 
gels m Heaven. 
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Romindus ( after a cloſe Siege" hawing taken the Caſtle of 
N----, attempted a Rape upon the Lady Samina , but 
ſhe is reſcued by the Lord Arminius, 2-40 is afterwards 
eſp uſed to hey. Romindus in an»ther attempt fires the 
Houſe where the Lady Samini lay, by which means con- 
weying himſelf into her Chamber, he would have defiled 
ber : but ſhe to pre/crwve her Chaſtity, ſtabs her ſelf with 
his Dagger: He finding himjelf defeated, murderd 
himſelf by her ſide. 


N the time of the late Rebellion, Remindus ( for un- 
der that Name I ſhall ditguiſe him ) who was one of 
the chief Agitators of the unhappy Civil Wars, laid 
cloſe Siege to the Caitle of N ---, whoſe Noble Lord 
and Governour (Earl Luciss) hath by his Loyalty and 
Valour left his Name tirm in the Records of Glory. 
Romindus (whoſe fattious, baſe, and treacherous ſpirit 
render'd him odious to the Family of Lucius) mipir'd 
with a particular malice, upon his Daughter Samina's 
ſlighting him, refolv'd (if poſſible) to make the Caltle 
their Funeral File, and Saming's blood a Sacrifice to 
his Revenge, ſince he conld not violate her Honour, 
chat Guardian Angel of her Ciuaſtiry. Therefore with 
a {trons Power, after the efttuſion of much b.ood, 
( Lucins and his ſmall Army being toll'd in detence) 
he enter'd the Caltle, took Lucius and his Lady Priſo- 
ners, and ſearching for Samina, found her at her Devo- 
tions in her Cloſet ; and now imagining that to faveher 
Parents from the Sword, the Caltle from Flames, and 
her ſe'f from certain Death, ſhe would proltiture her 
Honour to his Luſt, with a ſmooth ſpecch he artaquid 
her in this manner : * Why are you fo unkind, fair 
' Ladv, cruel to me, your Parents, and your ſelf? 
X 4 *You 
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* Youthat have Charms enough to ſoften Rocks, why 
* (Madam) are you fo vbdurate? Say not hereafter, 
"that | am bloody ; it is forYou this heap of dead have 
* periſhed, for You ſuch Seas of blood do flow on every 
*[ide ; *'twas You that raisd theſe ſtorms within me, 
" and Your Beauty drew the hot-brain'd Souldier on ; 
"Your Beauty ſet an edge toevery Sword. Oh power- 
"ful Woman! O wonder-working Charms ! Yet ſee, 
*fair Lady, low as your feet the Conquerour lies down. 
*I ſheath my ſatiated Sword ; the anger'd God of War 
© baniſh hence ; 1 am all foft as Love; Oh then be 
* kind. Samina (whole Devotion he interrupted) ftar- 
ted up from her knees on a ſudden, and with an au- 
ftere countenance faid, Hence theu Curſe of Nature, thy 
Luſt is hotter than the flames of "Hell that wait thee. 
* Saiſt thou ſo, my ſcorntul Lady? doth the aſpect of 
*grim Death ſeem no more terrible than ſo? Madam, 
*your Fathers blood perhaps may ſoften you ;- your 
* Mother too ſhall die ; the Infants who are Innocent 
* ſhall not eſcape my Sword ; and You, obdurate La- 
* dv, who atte*t ſuch a Religious Pride, ſhall firit ſub- 
* mit to my Embraces, and then ſhall be a common 
*Strumpet to my Souldiers. But ftill your Beauty 
* moves me to compaſſion : If you will ſave your Lfe, 
*your Parents, and the Infants, 'tis in your power : 
* tpeak quickly Madam. Yes (replies ſhe) Iwill ſpeak | 
quickly, for c n/iderati n camot move Samina ſwerve 
from the, Rules of Virtue. If they muſt periſh, 'tis not in my 
power to purcha'e their ranſom : You ask too large a price : 
I cannot give my Honour for their Lives; but yet be merch 
ful. * Yes Lady, ſince you waken my revenge, Il] ſherw 
*vyou mercy pr-ſently; and drawing his Sword in a 
great fury, went down, deſigning firit to preſent her 
with her Fathers Lead, and by degrees of cruelty win 
her to hisarms. Bur ſee the interpoling Proyidence of 
Heaven which prorected them in the extremity of dan- | 
ger; for e'rehe could accompliſh his deſign, the lk | 
arty, 
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Party, under the Command of my Lord Arminius, 
(whom the Earl had ſent for ) came in to their aid, 
and with ſuch a violent onſet aſlaulted the ſcattered 
Army of Romindus, that he overthrew them in an in- 
ſtant, deſtroying 1300, and putting the reſt to flight, 
among which Romindus eſcaped. My Lord Arminius 
was with wonderful joy received by the Earl, who in- 
forming him of the Treachery and Luſt of Remindus, 
(from whoſe Sword he had protected him) added, that 
his Eſtate and Life were at his Lordſhips ſervice. Armi- 
nius, Who had long reſpected Samina, found his delire 
naw more eager than ever, and therefore took this op- 
portunity of urging his Love to her, which Samima 
and her Parents out of gratitude ſoon and thankfully 
accepted of. The Earl, whoſe Eſtate was larger than 
iy Lords, bleſt hum with a conſiderable Dowry with 
her, and the Nuptials were folemniz'd out of hand. 
The Charmsof this chaſt aud beautiful Samina ſtill drew 
after her many Admirers, whoſe Luſt could not admir 
of limitation, though they knew her hx'd, like Heaven, 
above the reach of the Damn'd, the Guiph of Marriage 
being betwixt them ; bur with the fame conſtancy, the 
ſame loyalty to her Honour, renounCdthem all with 
ſcorn and deteſtation. After the happy Reltauration of 
His Majeſty, Remindus ( who had hid himſelf from the 
ſtroke of Jultice) geſpairing of mercy from his too 
much injur'd Monarch, and wanting a ſupply of mo- 
neys to maintain him in his concealment, knew not 
what coarſe to take,his Life and Conſcience being equal- 
ly burthenſom. Long he waver'd, doubting what to 
do, till at length, by the ſuggeſtion of the Devil, his 
malice to Arminius who defeated him, and his equal 
Lult and Envy toSamina, whoſe Charms had tempted 
and deluded him, he refolv'd to enjoy her yet, to be 
reveng'd and die ; but fearing the Courage of my Lord 
Arminius, in whoſe Arms ſhe liv'd ſecure, he employ'd 
a ſcrvant with a counterfeit Letter to my Lord, to ac- 

quaint 
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quainthim that his Father was near the point of Death, 
anh required him to attend him that evening, as he 
valued his Bleſſing. The Earl ſirprifted at the News, 
little ſuſpected the villanous detign of Romindus, neither 
did he believe the meſlageto be other than rea), chere- 
fore took Horſe with ſume few Servants, and with all 
ſpeed poited away to Court. Romindus (then but one 
mile diſtant from the Abbey where Samina was left to 
the charge of ſome Gertlemen) ſoon recciv'd the news 
of my Lords departure for Court, and in the dusk of 
the evening ſet fire to the outer Buildings and Stables, 
which to {urpriz'd the Family, that all regardleſs of 
their Lady, ran out to ſecure what they might, and 
defend the Abbey from the flames; but, alas ! the hot- 
telt fire was within, for his deſign working to his will, 
he watch'd this opportunity of taking polleſſion of $a- 
mina inthe Abbey, and ſecuring the doors after him, 
he apply'd himſeitto the Lady ; art the appearance of 
whom the ſwooned away, but in a ſmall time recove- 
red, and faid Oh bloody Villain ! is there no limit to your 
Luſt and Treachery ?----* No talking. Madam, ( ſays Ro- 
* mindus) your Charms which ſoften*d me before,made 
* medelay, and ru n'd me; but now they ſhall not 
*interrupt me. Madam, I come o'r-gorg'd with Fury 
*and Revenge ; be patient, for you ſhall ſubmit : 
*Your Beauty ſhall plead no more; Rapine and 
* Slaughter both attend. And thus ſaying, drew a 
Dagger. TheLady ſhricking, was over-heard by ſome 
of her Servants, who making up towards the door, 
found it ſhut, and rhought that ſhe might have ſhur it 
to ſecure her lelf. The Fire being now extreme vio. 
lent, gave them reaſon to fear the ruine of the Abbey, 
which made them all very buſie and laborious to ex- 
tinguiſh it, which could not be done without much 
noiſe and clamour, This pleas'd Romindus well, for 
their tumult drown'd the cries of Samina, whom he had 
wounded- in ſeveral places, ( though not mortally ) 

imagining 
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imagining that the ſence of torture might move her to 
admit of his Embraces ; but all was withour ettect, for 
with how much the greater violence and ſeverity he 
us'd her, with ſo much the greater conſtancy and cha- 
ſtity of ſpirit ſhe renounce him. After a great relu- 
fancy, recovering a Dagger from his hand, ſhe faid, 
You baſe and 1gnominicus wretch, doft think that Heaven 
cannot free me from thy lewd Embraces ? Yes; thus. thus 
({tabbing her ſelf ) I /et my ſelf at liberty: My Honour far 
outweighs my Life, and my blood ſhall cool the fire that 
burns within thee: and thus ſpeaking dy'd. When Ro- 


| mindus had ſeen the fhrmneſs and Chaitity of Samina, 


he turn'd his Revenge upon lumſelf and with the ſame 
Dagger itabb'd himſelf, where he was found after the 
extinttion of the tire, with ſo much life remaining in 
tim as to fatishe the ſpectators with a relation of this 
Tragical Hiltory and then expir'd, breathing out his 
polluted Soul by the fide of the chaſt and beauteous 
Samina, Who is left upon Record to future Ages, as an ' 
eminent and virtuous defender of her Honour. 


Thus the Virtue of Samina was moſt con[picnous and re- 


[plendant in her greateſt extremity, who rather choſe the 
chaſt Embraces of a cold Grave, than the hot polluted 
Arms of luftful Romindus. In honour of whom an 
Engliſh Poet thus writeth : 


When ſinful Man from Paradice was driven, 

Th' Almighty (ent his Angel down from Heaven, 

To guard the Tree of Lite with Sword of Flame, 
'Gainlt a.! who thither on Preſumption came. 

Bur Fair Samima (whote torbidden Tree 

Could nor by Lufttul Man defiled be) 

Had no ſuch flaming Sword (ent down from Heaven 
To guaid her, when into Temptation driven ; 
HerVirtue and her Honour were more great, 
Which rather than foul Luſt ſhould (eparare, 

In Death courageoully ſh'ourbrav'd her Fate : 

For when the Temprer fiercely did purſue, 

She itabb'd her render Breaſt, and upwards flew, 

To thoſe unſpotted Virgin Sp'rits above, / 
Who live ina molt chait retined Love. : HIST 
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HIST: II: 
The Virtuous Imbrigis: 


The Chaft Imbrigis i; cextrafed to Sueno, but by the 
compulſion of her Father is married to Helga, a rich 
old man. The Barcn of Fobroch afterwards falls in 
love with her, and bribes her Husband that he might 
make an attempt upon her Chaſtity. Imbrigis kills che 
Baren who went about to raviſh her, and ſtabs ber ſelf : 
She recovers, and marries Sueno after the Death of. her 
Husband. * 


N the Reign of Chriſtiern the fourth, King of Den- 
mark, liv'd in Copenhagen, Chief City of that 
Kingdom, ſeated in the Ifle of Zealand, and uſual re- 
fidence of its Kings, a rich old Burgher, who had two 
Daughters, the elder named Helda, the younger Im- 
brigis, both very beautiful Ladies, though of ſo ditfe. 
rent inclinations,that it ſeem'd a Prodigy for one Womb 
to produce ſuch ditferent fruits. Helda was as luſtful 
as ſhe was fair, placing her greateſt pleaſure abrovad 
and in company : Imbrigs as Chaſt as beautiful, and 
moſt delighted at home in the contemplaticn of Virtue, 
and enjoyment of a ſolitary retirement, 

Theſe ewo ditterent Beauties being ripe for Marri- 
age, were both ſeverally courted ; but the excellent 
Peauty and Virtues of Imbrigs had more attractions 
than the Face and Riches of Helda ; however the 
Father refolv'd to marry the Elder firſt, and accor- 
dingly diſpoſed of her to Ericus, a Gentleman of great 
Eſtate, who had ſome little kindneſs for Helda, but 
more for her Dower ; and ſhe more regard to his rich 
Polleflions and Lordſhips, than his Perſon: however 
the Match was concluded, and the Marriage con- 


ſummated ; but true love appeared not at this Hymen, 
neither 
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neither would the Bleſſing of Heaven attend upon 
ſuch Marriages : they both liv'd together in Adultery, 
ſpending the remainder of their days in Diſcord and 
Infamy. , 

And now the old Burgher having diſpoſed of his el- 
deſt and moſt beloved Daughter, he began to think of 
a match for the youngeſt, in which herefolv'd to con- 
ſult more his own judgment and convenience, than 
his Daughters affection and liking. He had beſtowed 
ſo large a Portion on his beloved Helda, that he much 
ſtreightned the Fortune of Imbrigis, and could nor ex- 
pet any great and rich Husband for her, unleſs ſuch 
a one ſhould be extraordinarily ſmitten with Love, or 
ſome great diſparity in their years; however the 
Virtues and excellent Graces of Imbyiors had rendred 
her deſirable to ſeveral perſons of a ftitable condition, 
but none were ſo agreeable to the humour of the old 
Burgher as to obtain his approbation, till Fortune and 
blind Love brought one as unſuitable to the Youth of 
the Daughter, as he was acceptable to the covetous 
mind of the Father, 

An ancient grave Dottor named Helga, a Widower, 
and one of the Heads of the Colledge of Sore in thar 
Ifland, being ſent by the Univerſity ro Courr,the Wheel 
of his Coach broke as he paſſed by the door of the old 
Burgher, who (being in his Porch) invited the DoCttor 
into his houſe whil it che Coach was making fit, which 
Helga readily accepted, and there firſt faw the lovely 
and virtuous Imbrigis, whoſe Wit and Beauty had ſuch 
powerful Charms over him, that notwithſtanding the 
Snow which covered his head, and the chilnefs of ſixty 
Winters that had benumim'd his fleſh, he fonnd rhe lce 
which the Froit of Age had congealed atour his heart 
begin to melt, and all che ftery paſſions of a yourhrul 
Lover play in his breaſt, which he ſtrove to Jay with 
Stoical Maxims and prudent Morals ; but all proved 
weak and detencelcis avainlt the more powerful Ar- 

ulicry 
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tillery of Love ; he finds his youthful thoughts to | 
ſpring up anew, and the Image of the beauriful and 
modeſt Imbrig:s never trom his fight, which makes him 
renew his vilits, till by daily converſe his Fames in. 
creaſing, he was forc'd to declare tro her Farher his 
paſlion, and the deſire he has of making her his Wife, 
who readily embraced his motion, and commanded 
his Daughter to entettain him as her Lover. 

And now this grave Doctor is become a Child a- 
gain, ridiculouſly atting over at three.ſcore all 
the follies of a youthful Lover : He makes court to 
this young Virgin of nineteen, plays with her Hands, 
looks old Babies in her Eyes, diſcourſes to her of Love, 
Fire, and Flame, and makes Verſes and Sonnets in 
praiſe of her Wit and Beauty. But whiPlt he thus plays 
the Lover and Gallant, ſhe ſeems to act the Stoick 
and Philoſopher, by repreſenting to him the evil ef. 
fects which ſuch unequal Marriages might produce, 
tells him his flame. will ſoon vaniſh and decay, and 
that his Love is but an ignss fatuus,a wandring and er- 
roneous hire, that will lead him art laſt into a thouſand 
inconveniences, and precipitate him into the Pir of 
Jealouſie ; that though ſhe ſhould be never fo vigilance 
and circumſpect over her actions, his Age and her 
Youth would give grounds for the world to aſperſe 
her Honour, though never to white and innocent ; that 
ſhe could not have any paſlion for him, and that with- 
out Love Marriage would be a double Yoke and into- 
lerable Burthen. But Helga was deaf to theſe ſpeeches, 
to the great grief of the modeſt and virtuous Imbrigys, 
Who had a God to wrelitle with that made fools of 
wiſe men, and Children of Philoſophers ; a God that 
had enkindled a more bright and Ccaoleſtial flame in 
her breaſt, than in the heart of the grave Doctor, 
which made his Deformity apparent, and the Com- 
mands of her Father more-terrible, 
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Amongſt the many Conqueſts which her Beauty & 


0 Virtue had obtain'd, and that ſeemed to ſtand firſt in 
d her eſteem and favour of the number of thoſe who 
N | made their Addretles and Courtſhip to her, was Sueno, 
- | a young Gentleman of a comely Perſonage, and no. 
S | bly deſcended, though a younger Brother, and of mean 
> | Fortune, (being at that time an Enſign in the Caſtle of 
d Cronnembergh ) yet in regard of the conitant and fincere 
love he boreto the chait and virtuous Imbrigis, had the 
- happineſs to be ar laſt bleſt with a reciprocal and mu» 
l tual atteftion from her, and fo far preyailed upon her 
= as to gain her conſent to the uniting of their hearts in 
3, ſacred Matrimony fo ſoon as her Fathers approbation 
'y ſhould be obtained. But they both follicited the old 
v0 Burgher in vain, for he would by no means hear the 
S ſuit of a needy Souldier, but more eagerly preſt for- 
k ward the match with old Helge his Rival, whom For- 
- tune and blind Love had now brought to interrupt his 
'y Amours. All this the prudent Imbrigzs was ſenſible of, 
d neither was ſhe ignorant of the covetous inclinations 
o of her Father; ſhe therefore diſcreetly began to leflen 
d the hopes of Sueno, doubting her Duty and Obedience 
f mult cake place of Love, for ſhe was inform'd by her 
_ Father that he had concluded the match with Helga, 
C that her Portion and Jointure was ſettled, and the day 
_ prefix'd for the ſolemnization of their Nuptials, who 
C commanded her to prepare for the Wedding. How- 
of ever ſhe was reſolved firit to take her farewell and laſt 
M meeting of her beloved Sueno, which ſhe performed the 
, night before her Marriage. What palied betwixt theſe 
a two Lovers was very moving and tender, and poor 
L Sueno receiv'd her lait farewell with as great emotion 
£ of Spirit as a condemned Criminal his Sentence of 
» Death ; however he was perſuaded to preſerve that 
E Life which was not unpleating to her. 
, After the celebration of their Nuprials, He/ga returns 
to Sora, and carries With him lis beautitul and chaſt 
Wife 
t 3 
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Wife, who would have been priz'd as a greater Trea- 
ſur2 by any other perſon than the covetons Miſer, 
whoſe ſhort-liv'd flame was too violent to continue : 
His Age at length declares him impotent, yet the vir- 
tuous Imbrigs was moſt delighted when ſhe could 
contrive any thing to the content and pleaſure of her 
Husband, and declared ſhe ſhould enjoy more fariſ. 
faction with him (fince they were eſpouſed) at a ſlender 
entertainment, than to ſwim in the moſt luxurious 
Plenty of a Seraglio. 

And now I ſhall proceed to ſhew you the many try- 
als and temptations ſhe reſiſted by her Heroick actions, 
which made bright her Virtues, and illuminated her 
Glory. 

Her formerLover Szexo ( by the death of his elder 
Brother) is become Lord of a plentiful Eſtate at Hel- 
ſemore, where he now reſides, refuſing many rich 
Matches and beautiful Ladies, whoſe Charms could 
not deface the Image he bore in his mind ofthe virtuous 
and chaſt Imbrigzs, whom he eſteemed as a Jewel of 
greater-worth than all his Lands and rich Potleſſions. 
And now he rides over to Sora, to enjoy a ſight of this 
beautiful Image which ſo frequently repreſented it 
{elf betore him, and to inform her both of his good 
fortune, and firm refolution of living only for her, 
ſtill hoping that the declining Winter of Age will at laſt 
give place to the ſpring of Youth, and that he ſhall be 
made happy in the poſſeſſion of his Love: Bur his 
journey was in vain, for all his Artitices and Strata- 
gems to ſpeak with his beloved Imbrig:ss were defeated; 
ſhe would neither be ſeen nor ſpoke to by him, as 
doubting that the former ſparks of her attection mighr 
re-kingle at his ſhght. He returned therefore to Hel/e- 
more , but before his departure made ſhift to per 
this following Letter conveyed into her hands. 


SUcno, 
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Sueno, toImbrigis. 


f Nis I die by your cruelty, Divize Imbrigis, I can- 
not but admire your Virtue : and whil'ſt I ;blame 
your ſeverity, 1 lf your prudence and caution ; but 
methinks the conſtancy and purity of my affe&ion might 
have pleaded in my behalf, and have induced you to have 

mitted a wiſit without believing it criminal ; however, 
fince "tis your pleaſure that I leave Sora wit hout ſeeing you, 
my preſence ſhall no longer diſturb your repoſe. Remember 
me then no more, but let me be placed aming the Dead in 
Oblivion. Let the remembrance of this Letter be raced 
out of your mind, if it be any trouble to you, though indited 
by the greateſt paſſion, and moſt pure and conſtant affe&ti- 
on ; for ſince your ſeverity bath baniſ}4 me your hear; and 
memory, it ſhall alſo baniſh me the World and Life, which 
is the firm reſolution of your Faithful 

SUECNS. 


This paſſionate Letter mollified the hearr of Imbrigzs, 
andrteais melted in her eyes, when conſidering her {e- 
verity had brought him into deſpair, and might endan- 
ger hislife, if not timely remedied ; ſhe refolv'd to ſend 
him an Anſwer to his Letter, which ſhe thought ſhe 
might do without any breach of conjugal Faith, oz 
tranſcurring the bounds limitted to Wedlock , and 
accordingly return this following Reply. 


Imbrig!s, to Sueno, 


= 6 ought not, Sueno, ſo much to admire, as appreve 
my ſeverity, fince 1:5 only the effeft of Virtue. Did 

{ ot know the purity of your affeftion, I ſhould not have re- 
tne you on Anſwer ; but /ince the brightneſs of yeur flame 
bas jieldea & light whereby I bave read the integrity of 
ri heart, I will bilter's Fawomrably of the wit von inreme 
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ded me, and that you meant nothing but what was juſt 
and honourable. But I intreat you not to call my ſcrupulous 
Virtue, Cruelty, and my Denial, Tyranny ; for could I have 
been either Cruel or Tyrannous, I might have ſpoke to you, 
and ſeen you. No, Sueno, "tis the too preat compalſion 1 
feel in my ſoul, and the too great mijtruft I have of my [elf,, 
that makes me ſeem thus ſevere, and not any doubt of 
your Virtue. Return therefire with more favourable 
thmughts, and with all thiſe hopes that have hitherto ſup» 
ported you, and believe that I wiſh you all the felicity the 
be?? of your Friends can wiſh you , and know aljo, that I 
Mi! nor forget you, but remember you as much as 1 can 
without rendring my ſelf criminal \ and beliec alſo, that 
your Dcaih world gizve as much trouble, as your Life giucs 
content @nd latisf action to 
Imbrigis. 


Sueno having receivedthis Anſwer, which gave eaſe 
to his troubled Spirits, returned to Sora With ſome 
ſatisfaction ;, when contemplating and admiring the 
Virtue of Imbrigis, ſome good genius inſpiredhim with 
hopes, and aliured him he ſhoutd one day be happy 
inthe fruition of chat Chaſt and Virtuous Lady. 

Imbrigis is well pleas'd with the departure. of her 
buloved Sveno, as hoping now to enjoy an undifturbed 
repoſe; Burt, alas! her hopes are vain, ſhe muſt yet 
undergo a harder task, her Chaſtity muſt yet ſhine 
brighter. by reſiſting the atlaults and batteries made 
upon her Virtue; ſhe has hitherto only encaunter'd 
with a virtuous and chaſt Love in Seno, who is rather 
a Son of Urania, than Venus : but now ſhe will be ex- 
pos'd to the fury of one ſully'd with impurity. 

The Baron of Fobrock, who liv'd in a very ſtately 
Palace not far diſtant from Sora, (a perſon very emi- 
nent at Court, and in great favour with the King,) 
having ſeveral times ſeen the virtuous Imbrigzss at 


Church, was more attentive upon her Beauty, than 
his 
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bis Devotions, the ſplendor and beams of which had 
heated his Breait with a lultful and impure tire. 
Greatneſs begets reſpe:t, and commands an entrance 
into almoit a!l places; the doors of Helga, which were 
ſhut ro almoſt all che world, were opened to Fobrech, 
and Hc/ga thought himſelf honour'd by the viſits of the 
Baron, whom he entertains with freedom and joy, 
hoping by the favour and triend({hip of this Nobleman 
and Courtier to obtain great advancement. Ir was not 
long ere the luitful Baron acquainted the chait and 
virtnous Imprigzs With his Love, and made many rich 
Preſents ro her, not doubting but ſhe would ſurrender 
her h-art upon the firſt ſummons ; he believed the 
Beaury of Imbrigis, and the Age and Covetoulnels of 
Helza, would prove Traytors within doors, and exft'v 
give lum admictance into the Fort and Hear: ot his 
Miltreſs; that the Guards of Dury and Honour were 
weak againit ſuch-porent Adverſaries, and where Leve 
was rot Commander, he might have an cafe Vi.tory. 
Bur he was much furprizd ro meet with fuch ftoue 
reſiitance from the virtnous J,2hriz.s, who recerv'd his 
Courtſhips and Adgreiies with diidain, refiifed his Pre- 
ſents, and avoided his Company as a Feſtiience , how- 
ever he takes a review of this impregnable Forr, bur 
finds no other acce(s than by the covetous and fordid 
humour of Helga : He therefore feeds him with hopes 
of great Preterment, and iinding bim a grear fover of 
Play,(whil'it on the winning ile) he detignedty, whea- 
ever hecame to vilir He/ga, loit ren or ewenty Crown- 
pieces of Gold, which {0 much rejoyced the heart of 
the old man, that the {1ght of this Lord w:5 as detira- 
bleto him as an Angel, and Þbrigis foliicited him in 
vain not to entertain the Baron fo often, inreating him 
to ler her retire to her Fathers, or {ome other place in 
the Countrey , whil'ſt the Zaron continued tn thoſe 
parts, leſt his frequent vitits might bletnith her Honour, 
and Faſt her Reputation : Bur perceiving him — 
Y 2 0 


330 The Triumphs of Chaſtity. 

of diſcouraging her new Lover, give him freſh oppor- 
tunit!es to court her under the colour of Play, Imbrigy 
was at laſt forc'd to diſcover to him the Barons diſho- 
nourabl= intentions, and ſedulous*Courtſhips, that he 
was in love with her, and had atrempred her Love and 
Chaitity. But the ſweetneſs of winning the Barons 
Gold rook away the bitterneſs of Jealoufie, And the 
virtuous Imrigs ſeeing that Helga knew not how to 
guard her Honour, was the more circaumfpect her 
ſeit : She therefore (whenever Fobreck came to the 
houſe) immediately lock'd her felt up in her Chamber, 
or went to a Neighbours houſe, and neither the in- 
treaties of the Baron, or commands of her Husband, 
cou:d obtain her preſence. 

Bur the Baron hnding - the effelts which Gold had 
over old Helga's. heart, and that 'twas rather his Wites 
Chaſtity and Prudence than his Jealouſie, put a ſtop to, 
and obſtructed his fight of that beautiful Object, he 
relolves to bribe the covetous old man, and fo pur- 
chaſe the diſhonour of his Wife ; in order to which, he 
invites Helga over to his own Palace, and ( his Lady 
being gone to rhe Spaw in Germany for the recovering 
of tier health) there they diverted themſelves with Ta- 
bics as they u&d to do, when the Paron having one 
day drawn aſide this old Dotard from all Company, 
he carries hm into a Chamber, where on ſeveral 
Tables he had laid one by one 20000 pieces of Gold, 
moſt of th: m Crown-picces, and having faſtned the 
dovr 4c him tit down before this Golden Idol, 
wii! he knev (2 worſhipp't in his heart, and told 
lum, Thot h: w:yht by an eaſie Purchaſe, if be pleaſed, 
bicrnme Maſter of all that Gold. Helga was not back- 
war! to (-:1:mnre which wav ? to which queltioh che 
Puron ret dd, That be mutt confeſs he was paſſionately 
im Lae 14b his 117%, that he had courted and ſollicited 
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#n eaſier purchaſe than he could expeft ; fer he knew that 
a perſon who had ſeen the change and wiciſitudes of ſixty 
Winters, could nct always ſatisfie the craving deſires of 
Youth ; That he would exchange all that Geld (a real ſub- 
ſtance) with him, fer one nights lodging with his Wife, 
2h ch was no more than a tranſitory Fleaſure, and pay one 
moiety now down, ( if he conſented ) and the other half 
when the buſineſs was effeed. 

Helga (whoſe eyes were dazled ar the ſight of this 
Golden Idol!) after a ſhort pauſe made aniwer, That 
he had taken a fair (though unuſual ) courle to chtain his 
deſires ; for ſince the Wife, her Honour, and Chaſtity, is 
the Husbands ow n and preper Goods, it was the better and 
more lawſul way to have them by the Husbands cinſent, 
than to prrloin them by corrupting the Wife, which without 
the Husbands knowledge was under-hand dealing, and nat 
lawfully purchaſed ; that he was ſenſible be had bid him 
fairly, and like a Chapman, and therefore he was wiking 
ro accept his proffer, condittonaily that he weuld keep it as 
@ ſecret not only from the world, but his Wife alſo, which 
if be obſere/'d, he would give his con{cnt and aſſiſtance. 

Fhe Baron at the ending of his diſcourſe embraced 
the old man, and promiſed to perform the condition 
required, and the bargain being concluded, Helpa 
returns with 10000 Crowns, laughing at the folly of 
the prodigal Baron ; he ſhews the Gold to his Wife 
Imbrigis, as ſo Much won at play , which the little 
thought to be the purchaſe of her Honour and Cha- 
ſtity. 

Within a few days Helga viſits the Baron, where all 
things being in readineſs, as they before had contriv'd, 
lare in the evening Imbrigis receives her Husbands 
Ring with a meſſage from him, that he was taken with 
a deſperate fit of ſickneſs, and that ſhe ſhould by thasg 
Token know it was his deſire to have her come to him 
immediately in the Earons Coach, which he had ſent 
for her-: Imbrigis concluded her Husband to be dying, 
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and out of duty went with the mellenger in the Ba. 
rons Coach, though not without ſome reluctancy, as 
fearing it might be ſome trick of the Barons, whoſe 
Palece the arriv 4 at in the NY and was lighted 
up itairsby the Servants, then conducted into a very 
ſt. itely Chamucr richly adorn'd and ſiveetly perfum'd, 
m which were ſeveral Lights, and in the midit a rich 
embroicer'd Led, Ce. The Servants withdraw, and 
WhiPt {hc {tops to tne Lcd to {eek her Husband, ſup- 
poſing bm lick ar d 1; 1d there, ſhe ſpies the Faron en- 
rer te Room, and ſhuttie door fait. Then 'twas that 
the brave and heroick Imorigzs ( finding her ;ſelf be- 
tray d, and the Laren approachting towards her with 
eager iieps and open arms) few ſwittly tothe window, 
and (to preſ-rve ber Honor & Chait ty unble miſty d) 
violent'y daſhd her head againſt the laſs, and had al- 
ready gothalf of her boity through the breach, when 
the amazed Varon caught hold of her Garments, and 
pulld her back, though not without her face being 
cut and batter bv the gals, the atitight putting her 
ina trance, that ſhe remained ſenſelets, and as cne 
dead, in ti,ea7ms of the vittous Caron, RAGAIENY laid 
her on the Led, went to boreave her of her Honour 
and Chaſtity ; but che viole-ce he 14d mn the attempe 
brougl.t her to ler tot again, when Leholding the 
rae approaches of th2 luſtti] Laron, fhe {huitks 
out, and lirvgghn g with Loti her hands, one of 
thoſe Guardia in A cls that attend on weak INNCCENCY 
and atunitsd Chattity, guided her hand to a Lagger 
tat lung at tlic ſaic of the Raviiher, wich which the 

fir.t gave him a mortal wound and then loug'd the 
tatal 1icct in er own chalt ard virtuous Breaſt, to ler 
out tiar blucd ihe miltook to be poliuted by the 
Paron. 

The roi they made in this bloody skirmiſh, and 
the fall of their woundeu ib odies from the Bed, allarm'd 
the Servarts, who attending at the door, ruth in, and 
behold tus fatal {ight with amazement, The 
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The Chyrurgions having dreft both their wonnds» 
that of the Barons prov'd mortal, and he dy'd within 
three days full of penitence and trouble for che evil 
he had cauſed ro the chaſt and virtucus [zbrigis : But 
Heaven had a greater c:re ct that brave Woman, the 
Dagger had not tonch'd her Intellects, and the reco- 
ver'd after ſome davs. The Baron before he dy'd 2c. 
quitted Imbrigz of his death before his Servants, and 
ask'd her pardon for the injury he had done ker, his 
Soul being now retin'd from that Luſt wich before 
had engender'd about his heart. He confeit likewiſe 
the butineſs of Helza, who conlidering the ſharne and 
Ignommy hisill-made bargain had caſt on his Honour 
and Repuration, took it ſo to heart, that before 17- 
brigzs could recover of her wounds he dy*d, and left 
her a rich Widow. 

And now the hopes of the faithful $yeno revive, who 
had heard of the heroick action of his adored Imbrigs; 
and at lait Heaven took pity of his conitant ſut:erings, 
and rewarded his faithful Love; tor after Inbrigz had 
paid what was d1& to d-c-r:cy and the memory of her 
Husband, and cremated cwolve months a Widow, ſhe 
was marri.. ro Syezo, both © wndmng thew days in the 
fruition of their chait Loves, he ble! in a cual and 
loyal Wife, ſhe happy tn a iaithful and oving Huſ® 


band. 


n y F "# - - 
As the charming pleajures of Inmacence and ſerenity of 


mind, ave <:{ble inbabuants of theſe bearis ramſrora- 
ted to I:irg:n Chaſſity; jo in re{pect of its prevalcucy 
over the mind; of its Votaries, it makes riper age 
continue inc/1iaminate, and ihe Matrimonal liberty 
undefiled, as we have [cen in the precedent Example 
of the viriuens and cn(ant Imbingis. 
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3 *. Þ Wh 6 ff 
Van Zwerts and Marinda. 


Jacob Van Zwerts, after many ſignal proofs of bis Cha- 
ftity, takes ſhipping for Spain, but in his Voyage is ta- 
ken Priſoner by the Turks, and ſold to Ali Figget, a 
Turkiſh Merchant, whoſe Siſter falling in love with 
Jacob, ſollicits him to Debauchery, and upon his refuſal 
of her lewd Embraces, accuſeth him of a Rape: Ali 
Figget being ſenſible of her Treachery, firſt ſtabs her, 
then gives Van Zwerts his liberty, who ſoon after his 
arrival at Spain is married to the virtuous and beauti- 
ful Marinda, .who by a notable Stratagem preſcrved 
ber Chaſtity. | 


Nt many years ſince at Retterdam, a Port-Town 
in Holland, one of, the United Provinces belonging 
to the Statgg, lived Facch Van Zaverts, ſecond Son to 
the Heer Van Zwerts, a very wealthy and creditable 
Merchant, of ancient and reputable ExtraCtion. Jacob 
Van /werts (whoſe Virtue and Chaſtity was as re- 
rarkable asany left upon the Records of Time) being 
weary of the Debaucheries of that City, to which he 
was often and frequently ſollicited by ſore extrava- 
gant Youths of his former acquaintance, did by the 
next opportunity reſolve for Spain, whither he might 
retire with an intimate acquaintance of his Fathers, 
and reap the peaceable enjoyment of himſelf and his 
Virtue. While his Father was weighing the conſequence 
of this deſign, the unpleaſant News had reach'd the 
ears of the roaring Debauchees his late Companions, 
who having let looſe the Reins of Sobriety and Virtue, 
had plung'd themſelves into the greateſt Exorbitancy, 
and therefore nothing could be more unwelcom than 
the deiertion of one of their beloved allociates, on 
whom 
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whom (as he was rich) they had ſome flattering hopes 
of dependance, and therefore were reſolved, if poſſible, 
to convert him to themſelves; to which end they ſent 
for him in the names of ſome later Friends, ( of 
whom he was leſs ſhie) to drink with him at the 
Sun-Tavern not far diſtant from his Fathers, not doubt. 
ing thereby to prevent his Voyage to Spain. Van Zwerts 
(according to their requeft) went to them, where he 
found them careſſing each one his Strumpet, and 
uſing even the moſt immodeſt and lewdeſt actions. 
They obſerv'd Van Zwerts, that his eye was fix'd, and 
his countenance auſtere, as declaring the inward re. 
ſentments of his mind ; yet however they preſented 
him with one of the moſt beautiful of their Company ; 
but he declar'd his averſion to ſuch lewdnefs, faying, 
Gentlemen, Have ye neither ſenſe of Honour, Virtue, nor 
Conſcience ? Think ye that Tuſtice ſleeps for ever ? No, 
Heawen will be ſpeedily mov'd, lay all its Mercy down, 
take up revenging Bolts of Thunder, and daſh all ſuch pro- 
fligate offenders to inevitable ruine : Why then---- But as 
he would have proceeded, they interrupted him, and 
faid, What, Jacob, always preaching ! will you never give 
outer canting? Let dull Religious Fools, who never knew 
the ſweets of ſtolen pleaſures, be ty'd to the ftrift Rules of 
Virtue ; but Love's a roving Liberte, ſcales the weak 
Battlements which Virtue raiſes, and tramples upon Ho- 
nour, to obtain a place ſafe in the arms of Beauty. Alas | 
thou art loſt, thou hunteſt after ſhadows, and followeſt 
imaginary Heavens , while we have ours in poſſeſſion. 
"Tis ill truſting to Caſtles in vhe Air, or, like Aſtrologers, 
have twelve Houſes they know not where, yet never a one 
for themſelves to live in. No, "tis we alone enjoy Honour, 
Beauty, Happineſs, and Heaven on Earth. To which 
Tacob reply'd, O prophane wretches! have you no remorſe 
of conſcience? what means-—-But they interrupting him, 
ſaid, Go preach conſcience to the Spaniard ; 't might per. 
haps make bimleſs proud, though no ways abate bis amo, 
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rous inclinations , for he'd love his Wench in ſpight of Fate, 
or twenty Conſciences ; and fo diſmiit him. 


Van Zwerts remain'd unſhaken in his reſolutions,and . 


haltning his Voyage, embarqu'd the night following , 
bur e're he had reach'd the Coaſts of Spain, he was 
taken by a Turkiſh Pirate, (whoſe Fower they were 
not able to reſiſt) and ſtraightway convey*d to Turkey, 
and (as Providence had appointed) fold Slave to Alz 
Pigget, a Turkiſh Merchant, formerly a correſpondent 
of his Fathers, which Al; Pigger by queſtioning him 
concerning his Countrey, Ecucation, and Extraction, 
found our, but did not diſcover it to Van Zwerts, only 
pretending civility on the account of his Learning, 
(for hewas a good Linguiſt, and an excellent Penman 
and Accomptant) he employ'd him as Steward of his 
houſe. Al: Pigget's eye was always ſevere and ſtrict 
over Van Zwerts and his own Siſter, (whoſe modeſty 
he had reaſon to ſuſpect) judging that ſhe who had 
formerly 1o little reſpect to her Honour as to admit of 
the lewd embraces of a common Slave, would not be 
backward in promoting her luitful inclinations to ſuch 
a qualified perſon as Van Zwerts ; neither was his ſuſ- 
pition or jealouſie in vain, for ſhe omitted no oppor- 
tunity of ſpreading her Charms to catch the heart of 
Pan Zwerts, neither was ſhe aſham'd to te!l him many 
times, that he was a perſon of the moit winning and 
obliging good nature, that he had fir'd her heart, and 
ſhe ſhould never know any greater happineſs than to 
be bleſt in his Embraces. Thus ſhe often atlaulted him, 
but found her amorous paſſion ſtill defeated by the 
Chaſtity of the virtuous Vas Zwerts; yet the refolv'd 
with all the power and Charms imaginable, and the 
ſtrongeſt temptations of Luit, once more to beſiege 
his Virtue, which ſhe did in this manner. 

Ali Pigget being to ride out of Town ſome miles 
diſtant, about his Merchandiſe, ſhe thought it her beſt 
and ſecureſt time to put in practice her unchaſt deſign. 
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Accordingly upon the departure of Al: Pigget ſhe or- 


|[dered Van Zwerts to Wait on her at her Chamber 


within the ſpace of half an hour at fartheſt : Van 
Zwerts (whoſe Honour was bis guard) ſuſpected not 
the lewd intentions of this Lady, but went into her 
Chamber, where finding her in bed, began to retire, 
when ſhe cal''d ro him as to ſpeak with him, and lay. 
ing hold on his hand, faid tighing, Facob, haſt, thou no 
ſenſe nor compalſicn for a peor ſuffering Lover ? mui? I for 
er burn in the'e hot flames, and will you never yield to 
cool my paſſions ? Fye ! leave theſe youth'ul bluſhes, and 
come into thy Lovers arms.----Not for ten thonſand worlds, 
reply'd Van Zwerts ; and fo ſtriving to withdraw his 
hand, ſhe rurn'd her Luſt to Revenge, crying our, A 
Rape ! A Rape ! Ali Pigget ſuſpected her delign, and 
therefore return'd immediately after his departure, and 
concea[d himſeit 1n the next Appartniunt to the Cham- 
der they were in, be heard her luſtful Courtſhip, and 
bis chaſt Anſwer, and vpon her crying out went in, 
and with his Sword ſtabb'd her in that Bd which ſhe 
lelign'd for th: coniummartion of her Luſt; and as a 
reward for Van Z.werts's Fidelity and Chaititv,baa him 

$k any thing in his power, it ſ9uid be granted him. 
Taceb, wh.o {till longed to fee Spain, begy'd (lnce 
his bounty did extend fo far} that he wonld give him 
his liburty , and #:t hin1 for that Voyage. Al; Pryget (to 
hom Faceh's Father had fent 2000 Cobs for tus Rane 
om) gave him tis Liberty with his Ranſom. Van 
ZTyrurtstaking Mippine, in a ſhort timearrividat Spainy 
where he had not long retided ere he found his breaſt 
keated with Love, and his inclinations and affetions 
tend towards the virtuous and fir Marida, whoſe 
inblemiſi*d Chaitity in Spa;z was moit conſpicuous, 
and ſpread far on the wings of Fame. She was indzed 
he Mirronr of her Age, and had as large a ſhare of 
Beauty as any in that Countrey could boait of, which 
robably might occaſion her more temptations to try 
her 
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her Chaſtity, than others who were lets beautiful ; for 
in che Civil Wars, when Rapine was fierce and preva-: 
lent, and Virgins knew not by what means to reſiſt or 
reclaim the extravagances of enraged Souldiers, ſhe 
by a notable Stratagem (tho' very irkſom to her ſelf ) 
preſerv'd her Chaſtity, which ſhe eftefted in this man. 
ner : Under her Arm-pits ſhe plac'd raw Bief, and re- 
tain'd it there till by the heat of her body it became fo 
loathſom that none could endure to come within her 
ſight, much leſs endure her Embraces. The relation 
of this, and the like Triumphs of her Chaſticy, well 
Pleafed Van Z.werts, who after the formalitics of Court. F* 
ſhip (which he was well yers'din) obtaind her con. 
ſent, and was eſpouſed to her, returning ſhortly after 
to his Fathers houſe in Rotterdam, who in a ſhort time 
after his Sons return dy d, and left him Maſter of a 
plentiful Eſtate, upon which this chaſt Couple liv'd 
many years happily. Such are the rewards of Heay-n || 
here frequently to them who become ſtrict Votaries of 
Chaſtity and Virtue. | 


s 


Thus we have ſeen in divers Examples the eminent Rewards 
of Chaſtity, by the Mercy and Providence that attends 
upon Conjugal Faith, and Matrimonial Loyalty : for yi; 
as Chaſt ty, Friendſhip, and the other branches of ac 
virtuous Life, do carry ſome part of their r:ward in 
the pleaſure of their Performances, ſo Conſt ancy and 
Perſeverance in the ſame crowns our Fidelity with the 
conſummation of a perfett and glorious Felicity. 
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